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GENTLEMEN AND F‘ELLOw-CITIZENS: 


Your Committee, in compliance with the law of the 
Commonwealth, now submit to the town their Annual 
Report. 

From the survey we have “ace of our public schools, 
in the discharge of our duties, we are happily led to con- 
clude there has been a gerfetal improvement, though much 
remains to be improved. The addition of a new district, 
and two new school houses, has added new interest to the 
cause of education among us, while it has enlarged the 
sphere of our efforts. These houses are, as we think, well 
built; suitably located ; at a sufficient distance from the 
street ; and, in their appearance and construction, pleasant 
and commodious. Much improvement has certainly been 
made, within a few years, in many of our school-houses ; 
aud much praise is due to those who have been active in 
making this important provision for the education of 
children. It is very desirable that improvement in this 
matter should not stop. Every school-house should have 
ample space between it and the public highway, that the 
children may have sufficient room for exercise, without 
being annoyed, or annoying others. It should be con- 
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structed in a neat, tasteful, attractive, as well as conven- 
leut style. It should be surrounded with shade and orna- 
mental trees. Not only do such school-houses present a 
strong inducement to children to attend at school, and 
engage with interest in their studies, but they will help 
them to form a correct taste of what is elegant, beautiful 
aud praiseworthy, not only in material but moral objects. 

But whatever may. be the excellence of school-houses 
and their appeudages, they are subordinate to the living 
efficiency of a well qualified teacher. 'The teachers to 
whom your Committee have given their approval, and 
who have been employed in our schools the past year, 
have gone through their respective terms of service with 
a good degree of success; though some, as is usually to 
be expected, have succeeded better than others. The 
schools have generally, when visited, appeared well in 
respect to order and decorum, and the closing examina- 
tions have evinced commendable progress in study. 

Every year’s experience does but deepen the conviction 
in the minds of your Committee, that special care should 
be taken in the selection of teachers. Though much is 
depending on the fidelity of school committees in seeing 
that no instructors are approbated but such as, in qualifi- 
cation, conform to the proper standard, yet an important 
part in this matter devolves on the prudential agent. But 
responsible as this office is, has it not generally been 
considered a thankless one, and consequently conferred 
too much on the rotation principle, and not upon. that 
involved in the question, who is best qualified as to intel- 
ligence, integrity, and a liberal regard to public interest, 
particularly to the education of children. We earnestly 
recommend that before employing teachers, care should be 
taken to ascertain, if possible, what success attended their 
labors in the place where they last taught; and that per- 
sons of known skill in managing, and in communicating 
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knowledge, be engaged in preference to strangers, or trav- 
elling school-masters froma distance. We believe that 
by timely care and effort on the part of agents, this may 
be done; and that much of the evil from inefficient teach- 
ers might thus often be spared. 

Is it said that though the district committee should 
happen to hire a poor teacher, it is left to the school com- 
mittee to reject him if they choose? But it should be 
remembered that two teachers may be found, on inquiry, 
to have not only an accurate knowledge of all the brauch- 
es legally required to be taught, but may be equally faith- 
ful in efforts to instruct, and yet one of them be far more 
successful than the other, in consequence of superior apt- 
ness to teach, skill to manage, and power to infuse into 
the minds of scholars a love of study, and wholesome 
discipline. 

That the teacher possess ability to govern his scholars, 
is indispensable to their advancement in literary or moral 
excellence. In the absence of order, which it is the ob- 
ject of government to maintain, not only no good, but 
much evil will be done. Influences preventive of studi- 
ous habits and correct behaviour are sure to predominate. 

The methods for maintaining proper discipline are va- 
rious, and to be adopted according to circumstances. 
Moral power should be employed so long as it has the 
least avail. Appeals should be made to reason, conscience, 
self-respect, regard to character; but when other resources 
have failed to persuade to obedience, insubordination 
must be subdued by corporal punishment; or what, per- 
haps, is better, in the case of large children, exclusion of 
the offender from the school. Either is an evil, but the 
sacrifice of the interests of the whole school to the inso- 
lence and obstinacy of a few turbulent pupils, is a far 
greater evil. Wedo not believe that the most successful 
use even of moral power, in the management of schools 
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can be bronght about, by denying to the teacher the right 
to employ the rod of correction, or expulsion, in the last 
resort. ‘I‘his authority is in all cases to be exercised with 
calmness and discretion, yet with firmness and energy. 

The cases which require these extreme remedies, it is 
believed, would very rarely, if ever, occur, if parents were 
sufficiently careful to control their children at home, and 
to extend their co-operation to the teacher in maintaining 
wholesome discipline over them at school. But this co- 
operation is often withheld—and what is worse, obstacles 
are thrown in the teacher’s way and his influence over 
the children greatly diminished if not destroyed, by the 
parents’ speaking disparagingly of him in the presence 
of their children, and offering to take their part in every 
case of difficulty between them and the teacher. ‘This is 
enconraging the children to do what mischief they please, 
and divests the teacher of all power to benefitthem. We 
would respectfully suggest to parents the necessity of 
caution against expressing a single word of dissatisfaction 
with the teacher in the hearing of their children. If they 
have aught against him, let them, by all means, seek a 
settlement of the matter with him,,in a private interview ; 
but give their children to understand, that in case of their 
disobedience and punishment at school, they shall be 
frowned upon, and in some way punished at home, and 
the teacher’s authority be sustained. By such a proceed- 
ing he would receive an encouragement and support that 
would greatly facilitate his labors, and render them far 
more profitable to the pupils. And the countenance, sym- 
pathy and cordial co-operation of his employers in his 
arduous and perplexing task, he not only needs, but on 
every principle of reason and justice, as well as parental 
interest, has a right to expect. 

Your Committee are still of the opinion that parents 
may advance the interest of the schools by their occa- 
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sional visits at the school-room. ‘The example exhibited 
in school No. 3, where about. sixty of the parents and 
friends were present at the closing examination, we hope 
will be imitated by many others. If parents should attend 
more to this duty ; if they would insure punctual attend- 
ance by sending their children seasonably and regularly 
to school; if they should often inquire into their studies 
and progress, furnish them with all necessary books, and 
encourage their exertions, it is believed that most of the 
present defects which exist in our schools would be reme- 
died. 

From the gratifying exercises in music with which the 
recitations in schools No. 3, and No. 8, were interspersed 
and enlivened, the Committee were but confirmed in the 
opinion that its introduction into all our schools is very 
desirable. It not only pleases the ear, and allays restless- 
ness, and arouses the mind, but promotes elocution, or the 
power of correct utterance, and is therefore highly favora- 
ble to the cause of education. 

We ought not, perhaps, to close this report, without 
referring you to the moral training of our scholars. We 
have endeavored to bring the importance of this subject 
before the teachers and the pupils, and some progress has 
been made in this respect, but much remains yet to be 
done. Wecannot say that in this department, our ad- 
vance has been equal to that in science. The Bible is 
indeed one of our school-books, and its principles of mo- 
rality should be inculcated upon the minds of the children. 
By it, the conscience should be educated, the right and 
wrong in moral action explained, the manners moulded, 
and the moral affections directed to their proper objects. 
Every thing vulgar and profane, indecent and untruthful, 
unkind and uncourteous, either in language or demeanor, 
should be frowned upon and suppressed, and the opposite 
virtues assiduously taught and inculcated. Important as 
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is the acquisition of knowledge, a disposition to employ it 
for the good of society and the honor of God, we deem of 
still greater importance. Without this, intellectual edu- 
cation will be worse than in vain. 'To these objects we 
would specially direct the attention of teachers; and ask 
for them the continued and earnest co-operation of parents. 
For however wise and faithful in moral training a teacher’. 
may be, he can accomplish but little, if his efforts are 
counteracted by the example or the counsels of parents. 


NATHANIEL WHITMAN, 
BAALIS SANFORD, | 
School Committee. 


ayers 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF 


EAST BRIDGEWATER, 


FOR THE YEAR 1849-50. 


Tue School Committee of East Bridgewater, in compliance alike 
with the laws of the Commonwealth and with the just expectation of 
their fellow citizens, now present their Annual Report, for the year 
ending April 1, 1850. 


We think that the evidence of the decided progress of the cause of 
education in our town for the last few years, is, on the whole, still 
increasing. Among the various signs of this are, the increased appro- 
priation made for the support of teachers, and the lengthening of the 
schools; and the comparatively new, neat and commodious school- 
houses in nearly all the Districts, which present a striking contrast to 
the unsightly and uncomfortable structures in which, previously, the 
children were crowded and confined. It is to be hoped that improve- 
ment will proceed in this branch of our architecture, till nothing 
remains to be improved. 

We find the School-House in No. 9, too small for the increased 
number of its occupants, though otherwise decent. We regret, also, 
having another annual occasion to state our belief that the ancient, 
mutilated, unpleasant edifice of No. 7, having only the highway for a 
play-ground, is unworthy a ‘local habitation and a name” for the 
education of children. We trust that the intelligence and interest of 
that District will speedily be directed to erecting a substitute on the 
best plan, In the location and structure of a school-house, special 
regard should be paid to taste, comfort, and pleasantness. ‘The seats 
and desks should be adapted to the free, easy, and healthful position 
of the occupants. The room should be sufficiently large to allow of 
one desk for each scholar, or at most, one for every two. The build- 
ing should be handsomely finished, and painted within and without, 
and removed so far from the street as to furnish ample play-ground, 


and prevent temptation for trespassing on adjoining lands. The Com- 
mittee are fully convinced that it is in vain to expect a good school in 
an inappropriate and uncomfortable house. In this case, education 
becomes associated with pain and gloominess. Other things being 
equal, the effect is the reverse of this, in a house well constructed and 
located. Besides, facts undeniably prove that expenditures for such 
houses are demanded on the score of economy ; “for while a poorly- 
finished and ill-constructed house will almost invite the abuse of chil- 
dren, a good style of finish will be properly appreciated and preserved, 
and at the same time, will tend to incite and foster a corresponding 
appearance of neatness, in the persons and habits of the pupils.” 

In the ten School Districts of the town of East Bridgewater, there 
have been kept, during the last year, twenty free public schools. Of 
these, ten have been kept during the summer months, ten principally 
during the winter months. All of the summer schools, and three of 
the winter schools, were taught by females; the remainder by males, 
In two of the schools, there have also been female assistants, both 
summer and winter. ‘The whole number of scholars in all the schools 
during the summer, was 494; the average attendance, 365. The 
whole number of scholars in all the schools during the winter, was 
533; the average attendance, 428. The average attendance of schol- 
ars during summer and winter, was 396; or 85 per cent. of the whole 
number of children between the ages of 5 and 15. Length of sum- 
mer schools was 40 1-4 months. The length of winter schools was 
28 1-4 months. Making an aggregate of 68 1-2 months. 


One of the duties devolved by law upon the superintending School 
Committee, is to prescribe the list of school-books to be used. In 
these, until the last year, there has been no material change since 
1846. This resistance of innovation, however, has not been owing to 
the want of solicitations on the part of book agents, from year to year. 
Of making many books, and especially school-books, there seems to 
be no end; and each is loud in its avowed claims to superiority above 
any of its predecessors, or contemporaries, Amidst so many conflict- 
ing claims, it is frequently no easy task for Committees to decide 
where lies the palm of pre-eminence. Frequent change in school- 
books, is undoubtedly an evil to be avoided; but for an occasional 
change, there may be good and sufficient reasons. When, for instance, 
a reading-book becomes so familiar, as to excite disgust, it should be 
removed for another. When geograghies become so old, as to cease 
to be true; and arithmetics and grammars become, in the opinion of 
competent and impartial judges, inferior to others ; and spelling-books 
fall below the approved standard of the times, in spelling and pronun- 
ciation ;—the new and improved ones should be introduced. Yet 
some in the community, for fear of a little additional expense, are apt 
to object to such a change, when they would not hesitate to incur a 
far greater expenditure in introducing improved implements upon their 
farms, or in their workshops. As if agri-culture were more impor- 
tant than mental culture. : 

To render this additional expense as easy as possible, we have ordi- 
narily adopted the policy of introducing a new book into all the schools 
by a gradual process. We have allowed the book on hand to be used 
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till a new one was wanted, and then furnished one of another kind, 
Thus in the course of two or three years, the old books have been 
excluded. The Committee have recommended, for the first classes, 
the American Schoo] Reader, by Goldsbury and Russell, to take the 
place of Porter’s Rhetorical Reader, which has been read so many 
years as to become very trite. The use of the School Reader by twe 
large classes in School No. 3, the last winter, under its excellent 
teacher, was attended with happy results. We trust it will ere long 
find its way into all the schools, and produce a new impulse in the 
important department of reading. 

No service of the Superintending Committee is found to be more 
important than the examining candidates for the office of teaching, 
and approving those, and those only, who possess the qualifications 
required by law and the welfare of the schools. That the duty may 
be properly performed, it is necessary there should be a fixed time. 
Accordingly the statute expressly declares, ‘‘that it is the duty of pru- 
dential committees to cause the candidate for teaching to appear 
before the Superintending Committee, at such time and place as they 
may have appointed for examination ; and that the person selected for 
teaching must be approved by the Superintending Committee before 
he can legally commence the school.’ Ata proper time previous te 
both the summer and winter schools, the Committee made a specific 
appointment for the examination of teachers. At one of these appoint- 
ments, no candidates appeared; at the other, three. Nearly all the 
others came singly, at times most convenient to themselves; at a 
late period, however, when the Committee were not together, and 
unwilling to wait till they could be convened,—and thus the responsi- 
bility of the examination was often made to rest with one of the Com- 
mittee. _ One of the teachers commenced his school without the 
knowledge of the Committee, and did not appear before them till he 
had kept about a week. ‘This neglect,—though not intentional,—on 
the part of prudential agents and teachers, to regard the time appoint- 
ed by the Committee for giving certificates, must, it is evident, subject 
us to a great many unseasonable demands upon time we had designed 
for other business ;—the more inconvenient, when it is borne in mind 
that we have never made any charge for this part of our services. 

In these examinations, your Committee have endeavored to be 
faithful. But no examination beforehand, however thorough, can 
enable us to determine with certainty, whether an individual will suc- 
ceed well as a teacher. He may be well acquainted with the theory 
of teaching, and yet, on trial, fail through inexperience, or a want of 
judgment to manage, or of skill to communicate knowledge, or inspire 
regard for study and order; or, through some moral defect. 

Of the truth of this, your Committee have had, in one instance, 
painful experience, during the last winter. Qne of the teachers passed 
a decent examination, and commenced School No. 7 with considera- 
ble energy. This energy was found, however, not to be directed by 
experience or wisdom; and frequently to be at the control of an 
ungovernable temper. What is, if possible, still worse, in a few weeks 
he discovered an example, in language and manners, profane, vulgar 
and immoral,—highly injurious in moulding the characters and habits 
of the young, and palpably violating the ‘statute which requires all 
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instructors of youth to impress on the minds committed to their care 
and instruction, the principles of piety and morality. The Commit- 
tee, therefore, had no hesitation in dismissing him. 


The School No. 5 was taught by the same female, both summer and 
winter terms. At the opening examination she exhibited some defects 
in government. ‘These were kindly pointed out to her by the Com- 
mittee. A decided improvement, in this respect, was afterward mani- 
fest at every examination of the school, highly satisfactory to the 
Committee. Near the close of the second term, however, disaffection 
with her as a teacher had so arisen in the minds of certain in the Dis- 
trict, as that quite a number of children were taken from school ; and 
she was induced to send a note to the Committee, with a request to 
examine her position, and to dismiss her if they saw cause; as she 
was unconscious of any sufficient reason for such a measure. On 
conversation had with various persons in the District, the disaffection 
was found to have arisen from ill-founded representations and preju- 
dices; and we were unanimous in the conclusion, that the school 
ought to continue, and the teacher be sustained. The closing exam- 
ination bore testimony, in the dignified conduct of the teacher, and 
the proficiency and deportment of the goodly number of scholars pres- 
ent, to the correctness of this conclusion. 


Soon after the winter School in No, 8 had commenced by a young 
lady who had passed a good examination in the required branches, 
she sent a note to the Committee informing them of the refractory con- 
duct of one of her scholars; and that her efforts for the whole school 
would probably be defeated, if he were continued in it. After delib- 
eration, the Committee came to the conclusion that the scholar who 
had resisted the authority of the teacher, must either change his course 
of conduct, or be removed from the school. This was distinctly made 
known to him, without effecting the desired change; and he was con- 
sequently expelled. T’o have decided otherwise, in such a case,—even 
admitting that the capacity of a teacher for discipline is not all that 
could be wished,—would have been, we conceive, to favor insubordina- 
tion, and to encourage future resistance to good order; it would have 
been to announce to all the schools, that the question whether a teacher 
shall be dismissed, and his school broken up, is to be left to the deci- 
sion of any scholar’ who refuses to submit to wholesome discipline. 
Your Committee could not consent, for a moment, to do what would 
sanction such a principle; and, therefore, were unanimous in the 
conclusion, that as a general thing, the teacher, in such a case, ought 
to be sustained, even if more than one scholar has to be dismissed. 


Another duty imposed on the Superintending Committee is the 
visitation and supervision of the schools. These visits have been, 
during the past year, in the aggregate, more numerous than hereto- 
fore. It is made by law the duty of the prudential agent “ to give the 
Superintending Committee due notice of the time when the school 
will begin, and also of the time when it will close, so that they may 
visit it according to law.’’ Yet the School No. 1, in its winter term, 
was commenced without the knowledge of the Committee ; and though 
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the time was arranged with the teacher for the closing examination, he 
was induced, as he said, by some urgent business, to conclude his 
labors before the time appointed. So also we received no previous 
information of the close of the winter School in No. 2,—which we 
regretted the more, as that school, under the summer teacher, had 
been of a high order. In general the schools have appeared well ; 
but few have fallen below the standard of former years, while a greater 
number, we think, have made an advance. Our practice, in visita- 
tions, has been to commend where we could; to censure where we 
must ; and to reprove, only with a view to correct existing evils. We 
have deemed it very important, in remarks tothe pupils, to avoid 
every thing calculated to impair confidence in the teacher, or to 
diminish his authority and influence. In cases where a teacher is 
found to be radically deficient and incompetent, the sooner he is 
peaceably removed, the better will it be for all concerned. But if 
wanting or negligent in some particular, he should receive proper 
hints and advice, in a private way. Reproof cannot be administered 
to him, directly or: indirectly, by a Committee before a school, or by 
parents in presence of their children, without injurious effects. 

Your Committee are thoroughly convinced that there is no one 
thing on which the success and prosperity of our educational affairs 
so much depends as on the selection of teachers. ‘* As is the teacher, 
so will be the school.” And we have no doubt that many of the evils 
existing in our common school system, arise from the injudicious 
selection of teachers which is so frequently made by prudential com- 
mittees. Is it said that no teacher can enter a school without being 
examined and approved by the town committee?’ This is true. But 
if an individual, on examination, is found to be barely qualified in the 
required branches, we do not feel warranted in rejecting him—though 
had it been left to our choice, we should not have selected him. If 
there is no prominent deficiency, a certificate is usually given; 
though he may be a second or third rate teacher, and such an one as 
we should never have employed. A candidate, on the present system 
of selection, is very often offered at the eleventh hour, already con- 
tracted with, and a sort of claim presented both on his part and that 
of the prudential agent and their respective friends, for him to be 
accepted, ‘T’o prevent ill-feeling that may lead to unhappy results in 
the district, if he pass an examination with any degree of decency, he 
is approved ; though he may exhibit not a single excellence that gives 
promise of success in teaching. Moreover, such is the diversity in 
our common schools, in respect to progress in study, and facility in 
government, that the teacher who would fail wholly or partially in one 
school, would succeed wel/ in another. But in the present mode of 
selection, a candidate is presented for a particular school, and for no 
other—no room being left for the application of the law of adaptation, 
so important to the successful operation of any system. 

Your Committee wish to call particular attention to the fact, that 
one-half (or twelve pages) of the 13th Annual Report of the Secre- 
tary of the Board of Education, is devoted to an argument to show 
that, if the duty of selecting all the teachers were devolved on the 
general Committee, the chances would be decidedly in favor of better 
ones being employed, and on pecuniary terms, upon the whole, more 


6 


advantageous. We disclaim all ambition to add to responsibilities 
and services which are already numerous and weighty. Yet we can 
say, that no one is worthy of this office, who will object to any service 
in his power which the interest of the public schools may be found 
plainly to demand. ‘Though a discussion on this point, would, for us, 
at this time, be out of place, yet it may not be amiss to: state, that an 
argument in favor of this change in our present school system, com- 
ing from the distinguished Secretary, who from his position and men- 
tal acumen, is so peculiarly fitted to detect its evils, and discover the 
means most likely to give it better success, is fully entitled to the 
special attention of all well-wishers to the cause of popular education. 
A number of towns have already adopted this change, with satisfac- 
tory results. 

It is, of course, for each town to decide in its own case, whether 
the general good does require that the Superintending School Com- 
mittee appoint and employ the teachers. And we would respectfully 
submit this question for the consideration and action of the town, 
either at this, or at some future time. 

In the graduated Table of 1848-9, in which the 303 towns in the 
State were arranged according to the average attendance of their 
children upon the Public Schools, this town stands 110 on the scale; 
the average attendance being only seventy per cent. of our children 
between the ages of four and sixteen. Of the eleven towns in the 
county, this town stands No. 4 in respect to attendance. But why 
should thirty in a hundred of our children lose the benefits of the free 
schools? Why will not parents and guardians, with whom the power 
lies, be more vigilant and earnest in their endeavors to correct this 
evil in all the schools? 

In conclusion, let the duty of sustaining and improving our Com- 
mon Schools, be commended to the attentive and warm regards of all 
in the community. These schools are indispensable, under the bless- 
ing of Heaven, to the support and welfare of our civil, social, academ- 
ical and religious institutions. All persons, then, are alike concerned 
in them; not only the man who has children to share in their benefits, 
but those who have not. And our duty is not done when our annual 
tax is paid, or our Committees and teachers are chosen—but all 
should cheer the teacher in his high and arduous vocation, by their 
visits, their sympathy, and co-operation—all should, in every practi- 
cable way, help to bring our schools under a right moral influence ; 
lead the pupils to value education, and correct principles of action; 
and aid and encourage them in their studies. ‘Thus will every indi- 
vidual be efficiently contributing to raise and perpetuate a power to 
protect our freedom, our rights and the glory of our common country, 
far more mighty than all her forts and armies. 

All-of which is respectfully submitted by 


BAALIS SANFORD, 
DAVID HOWARD, 
School Committee of East Bridgewater. 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT 


OF THE 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES OF THE TOWN OF EAST BRIDGEWATER, 
From April 1, 1849, to April 1, 1850. 


Amount of Orders drawn by the Selectmen for the year commencing 
April 1st, 1849, and ending April 1st, 1850, for the folluwing pur- 


poses, viz: 


449 12 
400 00 
171 06 


412 14 
60 38 
53 91 
12 12 


350 36 
11 50 
182 67 
79 50 
64 57 
43 00 
86 10 
83 39 


71 93 
10 09 
16 82 
417 94 


For building roads laid out by the County SRE , - § 

” Joppa Bridge, , A , ° 
** labor and gravel to cover Joppa Bridge, ° ; 
- Sergi roads and bridges and for highway tax worked after 1st 

of July. . : 
“land purchased for gravel and paid individuals for gravel for roads, 
‘* lumber for bridges, . ‘ : ‘ ; . . 
“burying ground, ; ‘ 
“ expense “of. the poor at. the Almshouse, including Warden’s 

services, ‘ ‘ d 
‘* expense of the poor out of the Almshouse, ‘ ; ‘ 
“« expense at Worcester Hospital. . ‘ ° . 
“© stock for the Almshouse, ¢ 
«* lumber, nails and labor for repairing barn at the Almshouse, ° 
‘* building pound and yard at the Almshouse, : ‘ . 
“ collection of county and town tax for 1848, ° ° ° 
abatement of taxes, 4 
“ Sexton for services with the hearse for 1848 and 1849 and report- 

ing deaths to Town Clerk, : 
so Mr. ‘Young for services and ‘for i insurance on the Townhouse, 7 
«  Assessor’s “blanks, postage, paper, and cash paid by Selectmen, . 
“ accounts allowed by the town, April, 1849, j ‘ : 

Total, : : t . ~ $2, 


To 


1) 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 


ii) 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 


981 60 


The Selectmen also report that they have settled with the Warden 
of the Almshouse, and submit the following statement. 


Almshouse in Account, Dr. 

amount of stock as appraised April 
Ist, 1849, . . $237 00 
amount of hay, as appraised, do. . 119 50 
Provisions, do. do. 165 21 
household furniture, do. do. . 127 86 
farming tools, do. do. 171 71 
wood, do. do. . 37 
manure, do. do. 95 00 

cash from the treasury for grain, 
goods and labor, : 107 15 
balance due from Lewis G. “Coburn, : 6 92 
balance due from Samuel A. Young, 9 22 
cash drawn for stock, « 79.50 
Dr. Samuel A. Orr fur medical service, 25 00 
Warden’s services at the Almshouse, 212 50 
$1,393 57 


Almshouse in Account, Cr. 
By amount of stock on hand as appraised 
April Ist, 1850, . $356 50 
‘ amount of hay, as appraised, ‘do. 84 00 
‘6 provisions, do. do 142 38 
se pbusdticla furniture, do. do. 127 86 
‘¢ farming tools, do. do. 171 71 
‘© wood, do. do. 40 00 
66 manure, do. do. 95 00 
*¢ due from the Commonwealth for wh 
port of State paupers, 55 20 
* due from Nathan Whitman for a cow, 30 00 
** due from Benj. R. Alden for team- 
work done by warden, . - 177) 
Balance against the House, + 273 21 
$1,393 57 


We have engaged Nathaniel Waterman and wife to take charge of 
the Almshouse for one year and agree to pay them $250. 


8 


The Selectmen further report that they have settled with the 
Treasurer, and find his account as follows. 


Treasurer in flccount, Dr. 
To balance in his hands on settlement 
April Ist, 1849, : : 3 $1,599 30 | *“ 
‘© cash received for pedlar’s licenses, . 2400) ° 
oe ese te of State Treasurer for a: 
school fund, . 87 68 
“¢ cash received State Treasurer for * 
paupers, . - 30 20 
* cash received of ‘Bridgewater for sup- 
port of Calvin Washburn at Wor- 
cester, . 39 00; %* 


s¢ Commitment of. town tax for 1844, 4 044 93 | &* 


Balance in the treasury and due from oe 
Collector, . . : 


$5,825 11 


Treasurer in Account, 


By paid Selectmen’s orders, . . 


*¢ school orders due 1848, 
s¢ school orders for 1849, 
‘¢ for pack boxes for weights and 


measures, . 


Cr. 


$3,102 28 
. 217 20 
1,460 76 


0 00 


paid for eee of weights ‘and meas- 


ures, . 


up, 


paid for carting from depot and setting 


paid Lewis Keith for errands, . 
recording and indexing aes . 
recording deaths, 


recording marriages, . 


We also find the town are indebted the following sums : 


To Ward Richards for building Joppa Bridge, 


‘* orders outstanding April Ist, 1850, F 
“* due the several school districts, 1850, . 
‘** for collection of tax for 1849, . 

‘* due Worcester Hospital up to April Ist, 
“ City of Boston for support paupers, ; 
** interest on town orders outstanding, . 


1850, 


e ° e e e ° e 


$694 00 
714 33 
93 73 
59 47 
55 92 

6 00 


$4,816 84 
1,008 27 


Fo ane 


22 56—1,646 01 


Available means of the town for paying the above amount. 


By cash in the Treasurer’s hands, 
“ due from the collector, 
‘* Joseph Chamberlain’s note, 
«© William Harris’s do. 
“ Melville Otis’s do. 
“© Marcena A. Whitman’s do. 


e 
e 
e 
e 


«due from the Commonwealth for State paupers, 


“© Nathan Whitman for cow, ‘ : 
“ Benj. R. Alden for team-work. . : 


Making the liabilities of the town to be 


All of which is respectfully submitted by 
ISAAC PRATT, 


SIMEON CURTIS, 


$158 80 
849 47 
47 15 
28 10 
27 50 

3 40 

55 20 
30 00 


17 71—1,217 33 


$428 68 


SAMUEL G. ALDEN, 
Selectmen of East Bridgewater. 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES OF THE TOWN OF 
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OF THE SELECTMEN OF THE TOWN 


OF EAST BRIDGCEWATER. 


w 


VO THE LEGAL VOTERS OF THE TOWN OF EAST BRIDGEWATER 


GENTLEMEN, 
in complying with a vote of the town to make a Report of the Receipts and 
iixpenditures of the town for the past year, it was our intention to have made 
n specific Report of the Expenditures of Schooling. But owing to some of 
the Prudential Committee tailing to make any return of their certificates ; 
and others returning the whole amount paid for wages, board, and wood, col- 
lectively, and the orders drawn on the Treasurer, many of them do not state 
the specific purpose the money was drawn for; therefore we have made the 
Report from the best information we could obtain. There is a disecrepaney in 
the certificates of some of the returns as they do not agree with the Treas- 
urer’s book. 

‘Ve have in those cases charged the Prudential Committees with a balance 
in their hands, in order to effect a balance of their accounts. 


al 


9 
EXPENSES FOR SCHOOLS FOR 1850-51, 


District No. 1.—Luke Worcester, Prudential Committe. 


Their proportion for 1850, $163 84 
Balance due from last year’ S appropriation, 8 63 
_ $172 47 
‘Paid for teacher’s wages, board and fuel, _ $172 47 
0 
District No, 2.—Ezra Whitmarsh, Prudential Committee. 
Their proportion for 1850, $111 34 
Balance due from last year’ S appropriation, 5 74 
$117 08 
Paid Miss Rust for teaching 23:weeks 
at $3, per w eek, $69 00 
«For board, 34 50 
(For fuel 1 80 
‘¢ Tneidental expenses, 2 81 
“Balance due from Tewn Treasurer. 5 74 


“¢ Balance due from Prudential 


Committee, 3. 23 
« Also due from the School Fund, 18 06 
Lie 
0 
District No. 3.—John Reed, Prudential Committee. 
Their proportion for 1850, 167 
Excess of appropriation, 3 
Paid for teacher’s wages, board, and fuel, , $171 
0 
District No. 4.—Charles Jordan, Prudential Committee. 
Their proportion for 1850, $188 
Balance due from last year’s appropriation, 
$188 
Paid for teacher’s wages, board and fuel, $188 94 
Excess of appropriation, 20 
‘ ; $189 
Due from the School Fund, 18 
0 
Disrrict No. 5.—Isaac Brown, Jr., Prudential Committee. 
‘Their proportion for 1850, $189 
Balance due from last year’s appropriation, 15 
$154 
Paid Miss Reed for teaching 16 weeks, $48 00 
“Board, 20 00 
“ N. Blanchard for teaching, 52. 00 
“Board, 16 00 
(¢ For w ood, i 8 62 
Due from Prudential Committee, 10 34 
$154 
Due from town Treasurer for School Fund, 9 
} 


‘ District No. 6.—Charles A, Latham, Prudential Committee. 


Their proportion for 1850, R444 5 


08 


34 


66 


00 


36 


38 


74 


14 
06 


35 
G18 


96 


4 


Paid Miss Kingman for teaching 16 weeks, $44 00° 


‘Board 91 23 


ERO B10, Kus We 


el Cy 


District No. 7.—George H. Bates, Prudential Committee. 


. Their proportion for 1850, 
Balance due from. last year’ 8 appropriation, 


Paid for teacher’ s wages, board and fuel, $151 55 
‘¢ Excess of appropriation, 6 59 


Due from town Treasurer from School Fund, 
0 


District No.-8.—Jacob A. Rogers, Prudential Committee. 


Their proportion for 1850, 
Raid Miss Whitman teaching at $3 per 


week, $45 00- 
u Board, $1.75 per week, 26 25 
Fd, te. Barrell, for:teachiag and board, 79 84 
‘© Wood, 16°25 


Due from town Treasurer for School Fund, 


——0 


$144 59° 


$132 36 
12 60 


$144 96 


$151 55- 
2 41 


$167 34 


$167 34’ 
9 30° 


District No. 9.—Nathaniel M. Davenport, Prudential Committee. 


Their proportion for 1850, 
Paid Miss Gannett for teaching 16 weeks 


at 3 per week, $48 00: 
«Board, 24 00 
Mr. Litdefield for teaching and 

Beard, 84 90 
‘© For wood and cutting, 6 94’ 

Oe ae 


District No. 10.—Oho Hayward, Prudential Committee. 


Their proper ion fer 1850, 
Paid fcr teaching $5 40 


$163 84 


$163 84: 


$5. 40 
5 40° 


Disvikpe'r “No. 11.—-Charies H. Brown, Prudential Committee. 


rheir pro por. icn for 1850: 


Balance due from last year’s appropriation, - 


Paid for teacher’s wae board and wood, $107 85: 
r 


Balarice due from town Treasurer, 5 35 
i accent 
Hercules Hatch’s proportion for 1850, 
Paid for teaching, 2 70° 


RMiasnv; ¥ on I Ih’ Ay ys iat 
Cyrus Munroe, Jr’s, proportion for 1850, 
4 
Paid for teaching, 


$107 85 
5 35 


$113 20 


$113 20° 


$2 70 
$2 70 


32,70 
$2 70 


EXPENSES AT THE ALMS-HOUSE FROM APRIL 1, 1850, TO 
MARCH ji, 1851, AS PER BILLS RENDERED BY 


WARDEN. 

‘Provisions on hand April 1, 1850, as “ Starch, 07 
as apprai-ed, $142 38 | “ Garden Seeds, 05 
Stock, as appraised, - 356 50 | * Paper, 06 
Hay, do ay 84 00 | * Shirting, 920 
Wood, do a 40 00 | * Cotton thread, 12 
Household furniture. “ 127 86 | “ Bed ticking, | 2% 
Farming tools, cf 171 71 | “ Cambrick muslin, 108s 
Manure iM 95 0) | “ Crash for towels, } 02 
a “* Cheese cloth, 2} 
$1017 45 | * Clothing, 298 
Paid for Grain and Meal at different “ Table coth, R83 
times, $60 40 |“ Breoms, 125 
*¢ Fresh meat and tallow, 749 |“ Glass ware, 60 
“ Flour, 40 20 | “ Tin ware, 14 
“ Sugar, 12 42°} “ Wooden ware, 3 08 
« Molasses, 11 22 | “ Washin fluid, 1 99 
© Tea, 11 47 | ‘* Matches, 18 
£¢-- Cofiee; 100); © Snuff, 30 
‘¢ Fish, ; 9 51 | “ Rakes and pitchforks, 2°75 
‘© Saleretus and Cream Tartar, 149 | ** Mending horse-rake, 45 
«“ Cassia and Ginger, 1 03 | ** Scythe and rifles, 112 
“ Nutmegs, 142)“ Ox.yoke, 1 00 
“Cheese, 81 |“ Axeandhandle, 1 95 
« Salt, 3 41|“ Stone drag, 1 50 
s¢ Mustard, 20 | “ Brass balls for oxen, 22 
‘¢ Raisins, 1 31 |“ Blacksmith work, 7 93 
« Turnips, 150 | “ Hame strap, 33 
«Rice, 50 | * Stove funnel, "5 
“ Crackers, 516/“ Sand, 17 
¢* Oil 70 |“ Filing wood saw, 50 
« Quinces, 25 | ** Hari soap, 20 
‘© Honey, 1 25 | ** Molasses hogshead and.crockery crate, 1 20 
« Milk, $1 | ** Labor on the farm, 39 87 
«© Pepper, 10; ‘* Labor in the house, 6 10 
“ Cabbage, 50, “ For Stcck, y 110 50 
«© Hayseed, 240) “ Crockery ware, 1 88 
sc Plaster, 63 | ‘* 2 Coffins, 6 00 
‘* Potash, 1 98 | “ Docter Orr Medical attendance, 22 17 
« Rosin, 12 | “ Wardan’s service eleven months, 230 00 
«Essence of Lemon, 20 | “ Sundry small articles, 1 8&9 

“ Camphor, 21 , Be 
Sum total expended, $1652 04 


ALMS-HOUSE CREDIT. 


Amount of Provisions, Hay, Stock 


Tools, and Manure, appraised March 
Provisions, $1ll 65 
Stock, 330 00 
Hay, 169 00 
W od, 26 50 
Furniture, 127 86 
Farming ‘Tools, TRE TL 
Manure, 95 00 
$1031 7 
By Potatoes and turnips sold, $4 00 
« Putter, _ 12 65 
“ Lard, a 3 46 
“« Seed Corn, bs 12 
1 Beans, « 10 
‘s Eggs, “ 4 03 
* Fowl, se a he 
“« Milk, « 48 
“ Fresh hay, 26 61 
“ Worse and wagon let, 3 10 
»» Meat sold, 46 50 


Wood, Househould Furniture, Farming 


1, 1851; 

Use of Bull, $10 00 
Hides, 2 50 
Calves, 25 45 
Impounding cattle, 1 50 
Keeping traveller, 75 
Ox-yoke sold, 1 25 
One Cow, 20 O00 
One yoke of Oxen, 95 00 
Received for Teem work done 

by warden, ‘ 48 29 
Cash of Bethuel Keith, 58 00 
Mariin Round’s note, 9 88 
Town order for 2 Ctiins, 60 


oo 


Due from individuals tor teem work, &c, 13 5 
Due from the “commonwealth for 


State paupers, _ 25 So 
Received for boarding Melzar Was 
terman, _ 21°75 
Balance against the house, 173 59 
$1652 OF 


6 


No. of Paupers now in the Alms-Hoseu, 3 
No. left the past year, % 
No. of deaths, 2 
No. of Insane persons now at Worcester be- 
longing to the town, 1 


ORDERS DRAWN BY THE SELECTMEN FROM APRIL 1, 1850, TO 
MARCH 1, 1851; FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES: 
For Accounts allowed by the town April 1, 1850, for 
services rendered the town in 1849 as reported by 
- the Committee on Accounts, amounting to $268: 38 
For Burtpine Roaps PER ORDER OF THE County COMMISSIONERS. 
John J. Howard, Building road near 


Charles A Latham’s $79 51 
Calvin Chamberlin, do. 79 51 
Newton Mitchell do. 79 51 
Jonathan C. Keith, Building road near 

Lewis Delano’s, 25 25 
Cyrus Munroe, Jr., Building road near 

his house, 15 70 

$279 48> 
a ee J ee 


For Reparrinc Roaps anp BripcEs, 


Robert Orr, work‘on bridges, - 25 25 
Calvin Chamberlin, do. 5 00 
Elijah Bird, 3 00 
Peleg Thompson, 3 13 
Samuel G. Alden, 7 00 
Matfield Manufacturing Co., lumber,. 15, 26 
Mark P. Hudson, 14 00 
Ebenezer & Josiah Hathaway, 10 50 
Eliab Latham, 55 50 
israel Hobart, 1 00 
Charles.A. Latham, 2 60 
Galen Latham, 55 
Wallace R ust, 00 


2 

2 
Ebenezer Alger, 3 00 
Martin Whiting, 3 91 
2 
2 


Mark Phillips, - 00 


Isaac Hatch, 25 
Isaac Nutter, 50 
Zebina Allen, ae Yee 
Nathan Whitman, 5 45 
John O. Hudson, 2 00° 
John Wade, 3 00: 
David Brown, 10 27 
Edwin Brown, 2 00 
Oliver G. Whitmarsh; 40 
Jared Reed, 80° 
Asa T. Whitman, / 40 
Jacob Bates Guardian, 1 02 
William Pratt, 1 00 
Welcome Otis, 3 25 
Simeon Richmond, 4 60: 


John A. Whiting, 
Otho Hayward, 
Henry Gurney, 


» oa $215 96 
(eee 
Parp FOR GRAVEL AND CINDER. 
Charles Mitchell, $12 00 
Thaxter Keith, 3 45 
David Brown, 3 51 
Martin Whiting, 1 35 
Joseph Morse, 1 00 
$21 31 
0 
REPAIRS AT THE ALMs-HovseE. 
Samuel. G. Alden, for enlarging the Barn at the 
Alms-House. $158 72 
J. R. Barnes, towards painting Town House, $36 00 


0 
Pap For Printinc Reports, Assessor’s Bianxs, Postace anp Paver, 


Theophilus R. Marvin, printing School Com- 
mittee and Selectmen’s Report for 1849, $10 00 


Printing list of Voters, 100 copies, tt 
Jayexs & Fairbanks, Assessor’s blanks, 4 00 
James Thurber, Town order blanks, 2 50 
Postage and paper, \, 3 57 
S271 19 
—O—. 


EXPENSES OF THE Poor aT THE ALMs-Hovusy. 


Nathaniel Waterman as warden, , $203 99 
Samuel Pool for 2 coffins, 6 00 
Samuel A. Orr for medical attendance, 22,17 
$232 16 
—O0— 


EXPENSES OF THE Poor ovuT oF THE ALtMs-Houvusr. 


City of Boston for support of Poor in 1849, $7 88 

“ 4 4 ‘“ 1850, 5 00 
City of New Bedford for support of 

Melissa Mitchell, 24 64 


en tan 937 52 


o——_—— 
Expenses aT Worcester Hosprrar. 


Lydia Whitmarsh, $115 87 
Nahum Keith, 54 81 
Calvin Washbum, 35 08 
Sylvanus Hayward, 25 80 


3206 31 


Mary Harden, 34 75 
Parp Town Orricers AND ComMMITTEE, 


Zebina Johnson, services as Constable, $3 45 
William Harris, School Committee, 18 75 


ue) 


é 
6 


&¢ 
«“ 


Baalis Sanford, 
David Howard, 


32°73 


00 


Ezra Kingman, Recording births, deaths, 


and marriages, 


Ezra Kingman, services as Treasurer, 
Ezra Kingman. for service before Com- 


missioners, 


Martin Whiting, Committee on Roads, 


cc cc 


Charles A. Latham, 


65 
00 


20 
08 
00 


Samuel G, Alden, Committee on Roads 


and cash paid out, 


Judah B, Keene, services as Sexton, 


——0 


9 81 
43 10 


eee 


$168 82 


ABATEMENT OF Taxes AND Fres TO COLLECTOR. 


Paid Martin Whiting for abatement 1846, 90 
‘© Martin Whiting * a 1847, 1 01 
«¢ Martin Whiting “ A 1848, 8 54 
«« Nathaniel Vaughan “ 1849, 35 85 
«¢ Martin Whiting “ a4 1850, 42 52 
«« Nathaniel Vaughan collector , 

for collecting tax for 1849, 67 32 
$156 25 
Paid Interest on Town Orders 20 69 
‘ Barzilla F. Ellis for damages sustained by 
means of Bad Road 7 50 fi 
Receipts and expenditures of the Town Ecuse 
from April Ist 1850 to February 21, 1851, | 
Received from Societies and individuals $122 55 
Z Rie se, 
Parp ouT FoR EXPENSES AS FOLLOWS: 

To Zebina Johnson for taking charge of the house 44 50 
pe art. Se a for cleaning the house 4 87 
‘¢ 21 gallons Oil 18 48 
‘« To Wood and preparing it for the stove 4 00 
“ Wicking and furniture 1 70 
“ J. R. Barnes towards painting the house ° 30 00 
M 19 00 


‘ Ezra Kingman, 


——— $122 55. 


The Selectmen further report that they have settled with the Treasurer and 


find his account as follows : 


- Dr. 

To Balance on hand at last | 
settlement, 1008 27 
Commitment of tax for 1850. 4224 93 
Cash received of pedlars for license 20 00 
For use of Town House 1849 23 88 
For use of ‘ 6 1850 19 60 
Cash of Commonwealth for support 

57 70 


of State paupers 
Rec’d for support of Silvanus Hayward 
at Worcester Hospital 25 SO 
Cash Commonwealth from School Fund 93 01 
Cash received for notes collected 103 &4 
Balances of old accounts due 
school Cistricts 13 34 
$5500 27 


| 


‘ Cr. /*s 
By paid amount of Selectmen’s orders 2006 97 
Paid for schools for 1850 1485 82 


For schools for 1849 36 84 
Paid school disirict No. 3 an order 

overdrawn 3 66. 
Paid School district No. 7 order 

overdrawn 6 59 
Paid schoo! district No. 5 share of 

school fund for 1849 8 76 


Paid shooi dsstirict No. 7 share of schoo} 


fund for 1849 8 76 
Paid school district No. ¥9 share school 
fund for 1850 9 30 
Paid school district No. 3 9 30 
Paid school district No. 11 9 30 
Paid school district No. 1 9 30 
Paid schoo] district No. 6 9 30 
Paid freight of books 1 92 
Cash in Treasures hands and due 
from Collectors J984 44 


9 


We find that the town is indebted as follows : 

Note and interest to Ward Richards 736 00 
Marton Whiting for collecting tax for 1850 70 00 
Nathan Whitmore for building road when accepted 200 00 
Worcester Hospital for Lydia ‘Whitmarsh 


up to March Ist 29 25 
To the several school districts 62 78 
Orders outstanding 621 05 


$1719 Os. 
We would here state that as the town have not chosen any committee or 


auditor to settle with the Selectmen, and as we conceive it to be establishing 
a wrong precedent for us to settle our own accounts, we prefer: to lay them 
before the town for their acceptance; there are also some other accounts 
which have been presented to us for ‘allowance, a portion of which we con- 
ceive to be excessively charged, and have not allowed them, and request the 
town to take such méasures to adjust the same as they deem proper. 


Amount of the Selectmen’s Accounts, $199 87 
Amount of other accounts not allowed, 59 89 
Sum total of debts against the town, $1969 77 
Available means of the town for paying the above amount: 
Cash in the Treasurer’s hands, $ 63 65 
Due from Collectors for 1849 and 750, 1920 79 
from the town of Bridgewater for the support 
of Calvin Washbum at Worcester Hospital, 35 08 
“¢ from the town of Hanson for the support of > 
Mary Harden at Worcester Hospital, 34 75 
“ Nathan Whitman’s note and interest, 31 80 
‘(Melville Otis’s note and interest, 30 80 
‘“* Commonwealth for State Paupers, 25 55 
‘‘ Free Soil Caucus for use of ‘Town House, 1 75 
$2144 17 
Amount of debts against the town, 1969 77 
Balance in favor of the town, $174 40 
et 


VALUATION OF REAL AND PeRsonaL PROPERTY IN THE TOWN ON THE 
FIRST OF May, 1850. 


True value of Estates, $871540 
Reduced value 10 per cent, 87154 
Whole nnmber of Polls, 669 


Tax on $10@ true value, 55 cents 5 mills, or 5 
cents 5 mills, the reduced value on the $100. 


ee 
No. of Births from January 1850, to January 1851, 59 
No. Marriages, 20 
No. of Deaths from April 1, 1850, to Feb, 20, 1851 a7 
ee of Children from 5 to 15 472 
0. of Children from 4 to 16 568 
All 4 ‘which j is respectfully submitted by 
ISAAC PRATT, ) Selectmen 
SIMEON CURTIS, of 
SAMUEL G. ALDEN, \ Kast Bridgewater. 
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THE WARRANT FOR THE ANNUAL TOWN -MEETING, 


WHICH IS TO BE HELD MARCH 10, 1851. 

To choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting. 

To choose all necessary town officers for the ensuing year. 

To hear the report of the Selectmen and School Committee, 
also all other Committees that have been ordered to report 
at this meeting, and act thereon. 

To determine the manner of repairing the highways, the en- 
suing year. 

To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray 
all town charges the ensuing year, and make appropriation 
of the same. 

To determine the mode the town will adept to build the roads 
laid out by the County Commissioners. 

To take such measures as the town deem proper to settle alt 
the out-standing accounts against the town. 

To choose some person to take charge of the Town House. 


-'To bring in their votes for Register of Deeds. 


To bring in their votes for County Treasurer. 
0 


All the business of the town will be transacted atthe March Meeting — 
There will be no Town Meeting in April as heretofore. 


Sel ORL 
OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


: 


Fertow Citizens :—In their last annual Report the Committee were grat» 
ified in noticing signs of progress in regard to the cause of popular education 
in our town. They are now able to state that there has been no falling off 
from the preceding year, but, on the whole, a decided improvement. With 
scarcely an exception, a general satisfaction has been expressed in regard to 
the Schools. If any complaints have existed, they have not come to the ear 
of the Committee. Without intending the least disparagement to former teach- 
ers, we are strongly inclined to the opinion that the Schools have been bless- 
ed with a larger number of well-furnished instructors the present year, than 
any previous one. 

In presenting some-specifications of the condition of each School, we shall 
be as concise as justice will permit. 

) DISTRICT No. 1. 

The Summer School in District No. 1, was taught by Miss Emily Damon. 
She performed her duties with a good degree of fidelity. The discipline 
was mild but firm. She has a good share of the qualities that are filted to 
secure respect from the pupils. It appeared at the closing examination that 
they had made commendable proficiency in their studies, especially in spell- 
ing and writing words, in reading and in learning geography by sketching 
maps. The deportment of the School was good. 

The Winter term was under the direction of Mr. Thomas Cushman, a vet- 
eran in School-keeping, and of good reputation in the business. He has 
shown himself not unmindful of the counsel that ‘‘ days should speak, and 
the multitude of years should teach wisdom,’”’ and has, we believe, exem- 
pone it thus far in this school with a good degree of success. The School 

2s not yet closed. 


42 


DISTRICT No. 2. 

‘The Summer -and Winter Schools were taught by Miss Mary H. Rust. 
She gave good satisfaction, and evinced that her reputation as a teacher is 
well sustained. The fact that she has taught that School two Summers and 
one Winter term consecutively, together with the good order, respectiul de- 
meanor, and general proficiency of her scholars, affords ample evidence that 
her qualifications for instruction and discipline, have been understood and ap- 
preciated. 

. DISTRICT No. 3. 

This District being a Union District, containing families from West Bridge- 

water, has been, the present year, under the superintendence of the Commit- 


tee of that town. 
DISTRICT No. 4. 

The Summer School was taught by Miss Hasadiah Chipman, Principal, 
and Miss Isabella Chipman, Assistant—whole number of scholars, 83. Un- 
der the diligent labors of these experienced teachers, considerable improve- 
ment was noticed in reading and spelling, especially by the smaller pupils. 
The method of teaching was exact and thorough—the government quite sat- 
isfactory—the progress of the numerous classes, good, and their general de- 
portment, excellent. 

The Winter term was kept by Mr. Francis P. Chase,a member of Union 
College. It is much to be regretted that the School under him, did not sus- 
tain the characteristics of excellence which it exhibited in the Summer term. 
This was his first effort in teaching, and it was unfortunate for him that it 
was allotted to so large a School, and even without an assistant. Though 
well qualified in the literary and scientific departments, in amiableness of 
temper, patience, and the disposition to do what he could, he was deficient in 
subjecting a large School to good discipline and order. At the second visit 
of the Committee the Scheol showed signs of improvement on the beginning, 
and excited hopes of something still better—but at the closing examination, 
though some of the parents and other visitors were present, there was, with 
some of the scholars, a singular propeusity to confusion, in the midst of which 
half that was recited was unintelligible. . 

The District deserves much credit for the neat and spacious house they have 
erected for the education of their children, The Committee, however, would 
suggest an improvement. If they would divide this numerous school into 
higher and lower departments, to be kept by the proper teachers, in rooms 
separately furnished, there is nothing to prevent it from reaching the high- 
estrank. If Mr. Chase had had but one such division in charge, he would 
probably have succeeded well. By having an Assistant in such circumstan- 
ces, the evil, in ordinary cases, would be but partially remedied. It is im- 
possible for two teachers to succeed as well, with their scholars inter-mingled 
and one the responsible head of the whole. 

DISTRICT No. 5. 

The Summer School was kept by Miss Abi T. Reed. She labored to per- 
form her duties as teacher with perseverance and fidelity. Her methods of 
instruction and discipline were quite satisfactory ; and the results, as exhibi- 
ted in the closing examination of her scholars, furnished evidence of their 
improvement in reading and recitation. 

The Winter School was under the care of Mr. Nathaniel B. Blanchard, a 
member of Amherst College. Though this was his commencement in 
school-keeping, he evinced a good degree of capacity for the work, which 
with due attention and practice, will doubtless secure him eminence as a 
teacher. His government was, in the main, good and effective. The fault 
of many in this School, of low and indistinct utterance, of a want of prompt- 
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ness in recitation, was but partially corrected in Mr. B’s. short term of 8 1-2 
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weeks. We were glad to learn, however, that many in the District practi- 
eally appreciated his diligent efforts to overcome these and other defects, by 
contributing for his continuance three weeks more. The Committee were 
also glad to see at the closing examination a few gentlemen, and a consider- 
able number of ladies present. 

DISTRICT No. 6. 

The Summer School was taught by Miss Susan Kingman. She exhibited 
in an unusual degree the characteristics of an efficient and interesting teach= 
er. In dignity, affability, suavity of manner, and pains-taking effort, she ex- 
erted an influence, not without some pleasing success, to encourage the back- 
ward, correct the delinquent, amend the umannerly, and impart intellectual 
and moral elevation to all. Her School appeared remarkably well at the last 
examination, in orderly deportment, and in general proficiency. 

The Winter School, kept for the second time, by Mr. Seth Littlefield, is 
entitled to scarcely less praise. There was energy in discipline, aptness to 
teach, and zeal in instruction, infusing a corresponding animation and _inter- 
est into the minds of the scholars, securing their progress, and doing much 
credit to their teacher. At the final visit of the Committee, the recitations 
were conducted in a lively and interesting manner, showing thoroughness in 
teaching, and unusually distinct and prompt enunciation on the part of the 
scholars. The discipline and improvement were highly satisfactory. Not- 
withstanding the starm, nearly all the scholars were present with a portion of 
the parents. We were gratified to learn that measures had been taken to 
continue the School another month. 

DISTRICT No. 7. 

The Summer School was taught by Miss Mary V. Washburn. Without 
any comparison with former teachers, we think this School never appeared 
better in the Summerterm: The government was mild, but efficient—the 
order was exact and pleasing—the enunciation of the children. unusually 
distinct ; and it was seen that they had made good improvement when the 
School closed. Several parents were present at the final examination, and 
the prudential agent, Mr. L. Smith, made some appropriate and instructive 
remarks—an example which we should like to see followed. 

The Winter School was kept by Mr. Perkins Bass, a member of Dart- 
mouth College. At the visits of the Committee there were indications of dil- 
igence in the teacher, and of his performing his work in a profitable manner.. 
The general appearance and improvement of his School were respectable, 

We much regret, however, having occasion to note his culpable negligence’ 
in not duly returning the register or report of his School, even though he had 
been repeatedly requested todoso. Until this duty is performed, an Act of 
the Legislature, passed in 1849; declares, ‘‘no teacher is entitled to receive 
any payment for his or her services.” 

The Committee are glad to learn that the measures of this District for a 
new school-house are in fair process, and that this demand of their educa- 
tional interest is soon to be supplied. 

DISTRICT No. 8. | 

The Summer School was taught by Miss Joanna Whitman. This School, 
composed mostly of small children, received much mild and judicious man- 
agement; and the improvement and demeanor, were, with a few exceptions,. 
commendable. RS: Pie ig MBN 

The Winter School was kept by Mr. James S. Barrell. He succeeded ae- 
rnirably. This is the first time Mr. Barrell has taught in this town, but we 
hope it wil) not be the last. His faculty of ruling in dignity and love, secu 
ring the respect and good will of his pupils—and his aptness to impart knowl- 
edge, are alike remarkable. And the results in respect both to the order and: 
proficiency of his schoo) were alike satisfactory, 
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. DISTRICT. No. 9. 

‘The Summer term was under the charge of Miss Olive W. Gannett. She 
proved herself an interesting and able teacher. If she was imperfect in 
any thing, it was in promptness and force in government. But she appeared 
to command the respect and kind wishes of her scholars, and their improve- 
niet particularly in reading and spelling was quite noticeable, and the or- 
der in general was good. | 

The Winter School was taught by Mr. Rufus A. Littlefield. He has taught 
this School before ; and is a good disciplinarian, thorough, systematic and ef- 
ficient in his efforts to advance his scholars in intellectual and moral excel- 
lence. At the closing examination the Committee witnessed a good degree 
of improvement, and left chiefly regretting that thi®term of only nine weeks 
could not have been longer. 

We would repeat the suggestion of last year to this District that the edu- 
cation and comfort of their increased number of children would be promoted 
by an enlarged house, giving healthier and pleasanter accommodations ; and 
space fora more convenient entry, and the removal of the teacher’s desk _ 
from its odd position in the corer. 

DISTRICT No. 10. ; 

According to the numbering of the Selectmen, contains but 2 school chil- | 
dren. Why this District should have a name, number or existence longer ; 
and why District No. 11 should not receive the appellation of No. 10, are 
questious to which the Committee would respecifully call the attention of the 
town. 

DISTRICT No. 11. 

The Summer School was taught by Miss Mary Leonard. At the first ex- 
amination there were 14 scholars and 19 at the last. Toa good education 
Miss Leonard unites fidelity and appropriateness in imparting instruction— 
and deserves commendation for elevating the charactor of this School. It 
may be reported as having made good improvement during the Summer, 
though the average attendance was too low. 

The pleasure of keeping this School during the Winter term of eleven 
weeks was committed to Mr. E. Warren Sanford, a member of Phillips Acad- _ 
emy. Though this was his first experiment in teaching, it seemed to be 
quite a successful one, and the hopes excited at the close of the Summer 
term in respect to the continued advance of the School, were realized. 

Pursuant to the generous Resolve of the General Court to give to each of 
the Public Schools, on application of the Committee, a copy of Noah Web- 
ster’s unabridged Dictionary, we obtained this distinguished work before most 
of the Winter Schools had begun. This may well be considered a choice 
accession to the means of good scholarship in our town—as it has been pro- 
nounced by great numbers of eminent philologists, ‘‘ the most complete, ac- 
curate and reliable Dictionary of the language.” 

The Introduction to the American School Reader, has been adopted, and 
is in general use. 

A new Geography the Committee have had under consideration—but con- 
cluded that its introduction had better be deferred till the new United States 
census should be completed, and inserted therein. 

Having given a brief account of the condition of each School ; we shall 
close with a few suggestions which we think involve their future welfare. 

In respect to the qualifications of a teacher, it should be well and prac- 
tically understood that it is not sufficient for him to possess an accurate ac- 
quaintance with the branches to be taught ; he must have aptness to teach, 
and to infuse into the hearts of scholars a regard for order and the lessons of 
good behavior ; and to train them to habits of thought. To keep them com 
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nivg their books, cramming their memories with the subjects of which they 
understand nothing, is profitless business. To lead them to think and rea- 
son for themselves, to exercise, and thus expand their own minds, is the prin- 
cipal work of the teacher. And to accomplish it, he must have practically 
appreciated its importance, and trained ‘his own mind and heart in much pre- 
vious preparation. . 

Let such teachers be soucht for; and the main questions be, whether can- 
didates_ possess these qualities, rather than whether they are related to some 
in the District, or will labor cheap, or can be had with little trouble, and the 
success of those employed can be reckoned upon with great confidence. 

We again invite the attention of parents to the importance of personal vis» 
its to the school-room, at the closing examination, and at other times. The 
prudential agent has, in almost every instance, been present. But with re- 

-gret we have to say, that in but few Districts have many parents crossed the 
threshold of the school-room. And how frequently is it the case that many 
criticise_and censure a School which they have never been tosee. Doubtless 
the wellare of our Schools might be greatly furthered by a change in this 
respect. In all laudable undertakings, children are specially stimulated by 
the encouragement and presence of parents. And should our scholars see 
evidence that their parents had ‘resolved themselves into a Committee of 
the Whole,’”’ to express, by frequently visiting the School themselves, their 
sympathy with the teacher, and their deep interest in the welfare of the chil- 
dren, they would receive a new and strong impulse onward and upward. 

We would ask the attention of parents to the importance of promptly fur- 
nishing their children with all the needful books ; and of securing’ their 
daily and punctual attendance by sending them seasonably and regularly to 
School. 

The school-houses should also be furnished with the necessary apparatus. 
Geography to be studied well shonld be 2ecompanied with outline maps of all 
parts of the world. These are the best ornaments to be placed upon the 
walls of our school-rooms, and none should be without them. A Grose also 
should be considered one of the essential articles of school-furniture. And 
as Physiology and Anatomy are soon to be made one of the studies required 
by law, the accompanying anatomical diagrams will be needed. Districts 
are authorized to raise money for such purposes. And is not money well 
laid out in providing usefui apparatus for Schools? 

And as good teachers now command higher wages than they did a few 
years ago, and the Schools are consequently made much too short, we re- 
spectfully propose to the town to increase their pecuniary appropriation, that 
good teachers may be employed, and yet the Schools be Jengthened. Im por- 
tant as the increase of annual outlays may be for the improvement of roads 
and bridges, or any similar external conveniences to meet the wants of a 
growing population, do they bear any comparison to the importance of ade- 
quate expenditure for the education and virtue of the youth of our town. 

In fine, we suggest to parents the necessity of a right home influence 
in order to secure the great ends of the School, If parents were sufficient- 
ly careful to control their children at home, how litle difficulty would the 
teacher ever have in maintaining wholesome discipline over them at School. 
But if the home is not a place of salutary control, and a good School of mor- 
aul training, evils will grow upon them which the rod of the teacher and even 
the regulations of the Police will be powerless to correct. So if, when out 
of School, instead of being occupied in useful reading or labor, or in health- 
ful and innocent recreations, they are allowed, as is often the case, to frequent 
the places of idle, frivolous, or profane resort, the impressions thus made up- 
on them will counteract the very best influences of the school-room. As 
this point is essential to the successful operation of our invaluable Common 
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School system, we earnestly solicit for it the attention which its importance 


demands. Respectfully submitted. 
BAALIS SANFORD, School 
DAVID HOWARD, Committee of 


WILLIAM HARRIS, ) East Bridgewater, 
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Tue School Committee of East Bridgewater for the past year, 
submit the following Report of the department intrusted to. their 
superintendence. 


Districr No. 1. Centre.-—Teacher for the summer term, Miss 
Hannah R. McLaughlin; for the winter, Mr. Nahum Bates. 

Miss McLaughlin exhibited a commendable interest in the intellec- 
tual and moral improvement of her pupils. Her purposes of achieve- 
ment seemed to be good and comprehensive, and more study and 
experience will probably increase her skill in executing. The pro- 
gress of the scholars, under her instruction, was quite respectable. 

The winter school, under Mr. Bates, was not attended with uninter- 
rupted prosperity. At the commencement, hopes were entertained by, 
the Committee of a successful issue. And it appears from the Regis-’ 
ter, that there was a fair average attendance. But difficulties, of 
which we were not apprised at the time, existed, including, to some 
extent, a want of subordination or respect to the teacher, and leading 
at length to the abrupt’ termination of the school, precluding a final 
examination. 

It appears that one third of the pupils in this school are the children 
of foreigners; some of them mild, teachable and submissive, but not 
all of this character. That this class of children, increasing and 
growing up among us from year to year, should receive the best 
instruction our schools can furnish, must be evident to every reflecting 
mind. If they are not instructed there, few of them will be instructed 
any where else. And if left to ignorance and vice, who can calculate 
the cost they will occasion to the community? It is doubtless far the 
most economical and saving policy to provide liberally for their 
instruction, and to encourage them to receive the benefits of our free 
schools. And for the proper training and management of such sub- 
jects, it requires teachers of no ordinary grade. It is thought by some, 
that a backward school may be taught by almost any one. But the 
greater the backwardness’ and moral obliquities of the scholars, the 
more of knowledge and skill, and patience and self-control, is required 
in the teacher to discern and touch the hidden springs of mental ac- 
tion, to quicken the conscience, disarm prejudices, and awaken aspira- 
tions after learning and virtue, 


Disrricr No. 2.  Conant.—Teacher for the summer term, Miss 
Lucia Harris; for the winter, Mr. John W. Pratt. 

Miss Harris had not. previously taught; yet she met with fair 
success,. Her school was a pleasant one, evincing, at the visits of the 
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Committee, much stillness and interest in the studies; and the closing 
examination gave evidence of commendable improvement. 

The winter school, in the estimation of your Committee, suffered, 
to some extent, from a want of accuracy in teaching and energy in 
governing. 

Union District No. 3. Beaver.—Teacher for the summer term, 
Miss Hazadiah Chipman, Principal; and Miss Isabella Chipman, 
Assistant. For the winter, Mr. Perkins Bass, of the Senior class in 
Dartmouth College, Principal ; and Miss Emily B. Reed, Assistant. 

The general appearance and improvement of this school in the 
summer, was respectable; giving evidence of industrious and faithful 
effort on the part of the teachers. The order was also good, with the 
exception of the confusion almost necessarily arising from the inter- 
mingling of classes under two teachers in the same room. 

In the winter term of eleven weeks, the scholars appeared to advan- 
tage, as to good behavior and general progress in all the branches 
pursued. Out of 102 pupils, the average attendance was 82. Their 
interest in the teachers and the studies appeared to increase to the 
close. Hence good government, and its natural associate, good profi- 
ciency in study, were easily effected. The fina] examination, com- 
mencing in the morning, and extending near the shades of evening, 
gave interesting evidence to the Committee, both in the primary and 
higher departments, of a good and profitable school. 


District No. 4. Joppa.—Teachers for the summer and winter 
terms, Miss Elizabeth Deanes, Principal; and Miss Hannah M. Keen, 
Assistant. 

The aspect of this school, during both terms, was satisfactory to the 
Committee, and, we believe, also to the district, in all respects. Miss 
Deanes, we think, possesses the qualities, which entitle her to a place 
among teachers of the first grade. She has a rare talent for commu- 
nicating and fixing knowledge; for making the pupil believe that he 
must be the principal agent in improving his own mind, while she is 
to be esteemed, obeyed and honored as a zealous assistant in the all- 
important work. It was truly delightful to behold the complete and 
cheerful order she preserved in so large a school. The reading and 
recitations in general evinced distinctness, spirit and good progress; 
and the specimens of improvement in penmanship, were numerous 
and beautiful. 

It is due to the primary department under Miss Keen to state, that 
it gave proofs of her fidelity and ability, which, with the peculiar 
adyantages of her connection with the Principal the past year, gives 
promise of her future success as a teacher, 

District No. 5. North Ville-—Teacher for the summer term, 
Miss Harriet Blake; for the winter, Mr. Nathaniel B. Blanchard, of 
the Junior class in Amherst College. 

Miss Blake deserves credit for well-meant and untiring efforts to ad- 
vance her school. And though in some classes we noticed a lack of 
readiness and animation, the results, on the whole, were quite favorable. 

Mr. Blanchard, in the winter school, well sustained the hopes enter- 
tained of his success, from his having taught the same a year since. 
We believe this school never appeared better than at the final visit of 
the Committee. ‘There was excellent order, marked improvement, 
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and a manifestly deep interest in the studies, the methods of instruc- 
tion, and the instructor. 


District No. 6. Setuckett.—Teacher for the summer term, Miss 
Susan Kingman; for the winter, Mr. Seth Littlefield. 

Miss Kingman kept this school, for the second time, with her usual 
good success. At the visits of the Committee, pleasing evidence was 
furnished of excellence in teaching, discipline and general progress ; 
and her labors, we believe, were very acceptable to the district. 

Mr. Littlefield’s school, of seven weeks, appeared at the commence- 
ment in good order and under favorable auspices. Owing to some 
misapprehension on the part of the Committee in respect to the length- 
ening of the school, they were not present when it closed. It is under- 
stood to have appeared well as to deportment and progress. 


District No. 7. LZ. Smith.—Teacher for the summer term, Miss 
Amelia Lincoln; for the winter, Miss Susan T’. Howard. 

Miss Lincoln gave evidence of patient industry, mildness and firm- 
ness; and of exciting in the pupils an earnest desire to improve in 
scholarship and good behavior. It was manifest on the closing visit, 
that her efforts to advance them had not been in vain. 

Miss Howard, during the winter term, gave a very good specimen 
of aptness to teach; and deserves our cordial approbation. She has 
good natural and acquired talents, and is singularly effective in gov- 
ernment, by inspiring her pupils with respect for themselves, and 
respect for their instructress. She obtains such a moral ascendency 
over them, that a single mild word or motion is more efficient with her 
in producing obedience, than harsh reproof with some others. Her 
school was a complete model of cheerful regard to order, and all the 
proprieties of the school-room. And as might be expected, the results 
were wholly satisfactory to all the parties concerned. 

It cannot be doubted that these teachers derived much external aid 
in their work from the new, elegant and well-furnished school-house in 
which the scene of their efforts was placed. The building was dedi- 
cated to its appropriate uses, by a meeting and addresses, in July. 
The liberality and taste displayed in the construction and style of 
finish, are highly honorable to the district. And we earnestly hope 
that the judiciousness and good fortune in the selection of teachers 
which have marked the first year, and the interest which has been 
awakened here in the cause of education, will be permanent, and be 
followed with increasingly happy results. 


District No.8. J. A. Rogers.—Teacher for the summer term, 
Miss Frances Pope; for the winter, Mr. Rufus A. Littlefield. 

Miss Pope is a young and inexperienced teacher; this being her 
first endeavor in the work. If she failed in any thing, it was in 
discipline. But this was made up in part by docility and perseverance. 
On our first visit, we had fears in respect to the issue; considering the 
large number of the scholars. But she availed herself readily of the 
suggestions of the Committee; and at subsequent visits, there were 
marks of decided improvement, in both the teacher and the scholars, 

The winter school under Mr. Littlefield, who is known as an expe- 
rienced and thorough teacher, always appeared in good condition. 
This is a large school, and needs much to be done for its elevation. 
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On account of the commodiousness of the house, the labors of instruc- 
tion can be applied to much better advantage. The final examination 
spoke well for the fidelity and assiduous care of the teacher, and the 
proficiency and good deportment of the scholars, 


District No. 9. A. Barrell.— Teacher for the summer term, 
Miss Elizabeth G. Leach; for the winter, Mr. Rufus A. Littlefield. 

Miss Leach gave good satisfaction to the Commitee and the district. 
Her mode of ruling and teaching is winning, faithful and effective. 
Her school appeared neat, orderly and pleasant; and manifested 
interest and readiness‘in the branches pursued. 

The general aspect of the winter school under Mr. Littlefield was 
good, and in all the studies there were signs of improvement, especially 
in grammar, reading and arithmetic. If the efforts of Mr. Littlefield 
did not tell as efficiently on the advancement of this school as on that 
of No. 8, it has not been, we think, from want of interest on his part, 
but is to be ascribed in great measure to the crowded state of the 
school-room. 


Districr No. 11. S. Curtis ——Teacher for summer and winter 
terms, Miss Betsey M. Ellis. 

We cannot speak very favorably of the success in this school. 
There were the forms of teaching without much of interest, system, 
energy or taste. The scholars are not so far advanced as, considering 
the convenient accommodations and that the small number allows to 
each a large proportion of the teacher’s time, they ought to be. 


The character of our schools as’ a whole, has, it is believed, exhib- 
ited during the past year, in an extraordinary number and degree, the 
marks of excellence. Still there are deficiencies; in regard to some 
of which, we shall offer a few suggestions, for the future benefit of 
teachers and scholars, 

The importance of Goop Reapine, and its natural associate, Goop 
SPELLING, we have endeavored to urge upon teachers and pupils, as 
claiming their special attention. We believe it to constitute the basis 
of a good education—the key that introduces us to the rich stores of 
learning that have been accumulating for ages. It is gratifying to 
observe that, of late years, reading has been'raised to the dignity of a 
study, and to a considerable extent, 1s considered a study in some 
respects more important than any other, because essential to the suc- 
cessful prosecution of every other! But there are comparatively few 
in our schools that approach to what may be called good readers. 
Many who have learned to call the words freely, seem to imagine that 
this is all, and read so hurriedly, or with such indistinctness and care- 
less articulation, as to render it impossible to be heard. Or they pay 
as little regard to punctuation, as did Lord Timothy Dexter, who put all 
the stops at the end of his book, with the request that his readers would 
distribute them according to their own fancy. Another fault in many 
who read with sufficient voice and regard to pauses, is an unintelligent 
and mechanical manner, that is regardless of emphasis and inflections, 
and is the same whether the piece be grave or humorous, full of tender 
emotion, or of enthusiasm. They regard it as rather a matter of furm, 
to be gone through with once or twice a day, as a kind of introduction 
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to other studies, deemed more useful and dignified. .And for this, the 
readers are not always,,the only ones, in. fault. Parents, and some- 
times teachers, are very apt to think that,this exercise, because so com- 
mon and simple, is the least important branch of the children’s educa- 
tion—and would urge them along in the higher studies, to the neglect 
of this. It is a sad mistake. To every reflecting mind it must be 
obvious, that without good reading, and correct. spelling, there is no 
probability of good success in other departments of learning. 

ENcLisH Grammar, though a very important study to all the larger 
scholars, has been, we think, to much extent unprofitable, in. the 
methods in which it is commonly taught. The exercise of parsing, 
by itself, aside from the practice of analyzing, forming and connecting 
sentences, must be a dry and perplexing task, and impart no practical 
knowledge of the proper use of language. The scholars, therefore, 
in this study, should be required to write frequent compositions. 'This 
will give them a practical use of the principles and rules of grammar; 
and lead them to a knowledge of the structure of language. Besides, 
it will, at the same time, test and increase their attainments in spelling, 
punctuation, and penmanship. 

ARITHMETIC, it is needless to say, is a very useful study, exercising 
deeply the powers of reasoning, and fitting for the departments of 
business. It has received much attention in our schools, and with 
good success. But there is room for improvement. In some schools 
there is not sufficient use made of the black-board; in some, that 
instrument is not large enough, or is placed in an inconvenient posi- 
tion. The recitations sometimes evince a lack of thoroughness— 
showing that the scholars are satisfied with merely repeating the rules 
of the text-book, without understanding them—or without being able 
to give the principles and processes in their own words. It would be 
well if oral arithmetic were much. more practiced in our schools than 
it is. It is important for the higher, as well as the lower classes, 
Nothing like this, invigorates the mathematical faculty, and prepares 
scholars to become expert and accurate accountants, and solve diffi- 
cult questions with almost intuitive rapidity. 

GeoGRAPHY is. a, very instructive and interesting study, if rightly 
taught. And it is common, in the schools, to hear the questions in 
this branch answered with promptness and facility ; but this correct 
reciting of words, we,are satisfied, is, in many cases, attended with no 
correct knowledge of things. And it can be of no use to crowd, the 
memory of a child with a multiplicity of objects on the surface of the 
earth, without his knowing anything of their appearance and history. 
The teacher should constantly explain and illustrate, by a set of out- 
line maps, and a terrestrial globe, provided by the district; and, the 
pupils should sketch maps and calculate the relative position and dis- 
tances of places, and as, far as possible describe them. 

We think that Penmansuir, with few exceptions, is not taught in 
our schools with that frequency, care and attention, which its great 
practical importance demands, 

There is a defect inthe schools arising from late or irregular 
attendance. It is unpleasant to see some of the Registers so spotted 
with the marks of tardiness or absence. For many of these, there is 
probably a just cause; but would not the number, have been much 
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less, if no use had been made of trifling excuses. For scholars to 
practice tardiness, is helping to form a habit of looseness, in respect 
to punctuality, that may follow them through life. And it were well 
if the evil were confined to them. It is annoying to the teacher, and 
the pupils who are punctual. And if he lock the school door at the 
appointed minute, as some excellent teachers do, shutting out, for that 
half day, all lagging delinquents, he is not much to be blamed. 

And as to frequent absence or irregular attendance, it will ‘‘ neu- 
tralize the benefits to be derived from the best arrangements, and the 
labors of the best teachers.” It does not follow, as some seem to 
suppose, that because a child has had his name enrolled in the school 
list, he will inevitably make progress; or that the teacher. is to be 
held responsible for his improvement, though for half the time he is far 
from him, both in body and mind. So seriously does absence affect 
good advancement, that nothing but absolute necessity should be suffered 
to detain children at home, during any of the school days or hours. 

Moral training must be combined by our teachers with intellectual. 
The intellect, to say the least, is not a more important part of man 
than the conscience and the heart. And the Common School System, 
notwithstanding all our efforts to maintain and improve it, will come 
far short of its object, if it fail to promote and improve public virtue. 
Hence it is made, by statute, the duty of teachers to inculcate upon 
their pupils the principles of morality and religion ; that is, to teach 
them the counsels and spirit of the Bible, the infallible directory of 
Heaven; to show them what is right and what is wrong in human 
conduct; to enlighten and cultivate the conscience, to direct the 
affections to their proper objects; and to raise the aspirations above 
all that is low and sordid, vulgar and mean, foolish and wicked, to 
that which is noble, benevolent, patriotic and Christian, It is true 
that home is especially the place for such culture, but on account of 
negligence there, in very many cases, the school must give the instruc- 
tion in these respects, or very little will be given. And even the 
children best taught elsewhere, need such an influence in the school- 
room, to strengthen and improve their moral principles and habits. 

We will only add, that in presenting this Report of our doings, we 
cannot but feel afresh the vast importance of combined and persever- 
ing efforts for the advancement of our schools. Their influence upon 
the public weal, if properly regulated, it is indeed difficult if not 
impossible to estimate. It becomes all, then, to unite in putting them 
forward. Let liberal and adequate appropriations be made for their 
support. Let committees, agents, teachers, parents, scholars—every 
man, woman and child, contribute in their respective place, their best 
influence to this cause. Before such an interest, let all petty compe- 
titions vanish; let all mere party ends and rivalries be forgotten. Let 
us go forward as fellow-citizens, as lovers of order, of public education 
and virtue; and as those on whose enlightened, combined and faith- 
ful efforts, depends much of the destiny of the rising race. 

BAALIS iowa, | Sowa 


DAVID HOWARD, |? GommrrrEr. 


WILLIAM HARRIS, 
East Bridgewater, March 15, 1852. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SELECTMEN OF THE TOWN OF EAST BRIDGEWATER, 
1852---3. 


Tue Selectmen of East Bridgewater, in compliance with that 
injunction of official duty, which requires an annual report of the . 
financial condition of the town, respectfully submit the following 
Report : 


Expenses for Schooling, for 1852-3. 


District No. 1.—Scholars, 64.—Bartierr R. Atpen, Prud. Com. 


Their proportion of money for 1852, j : . $152 08 
“6 sq ‘* school fund, for 1852, ¢ . ll 52 
Balance due from last year, ; f . ’ 10 74 
$174 34 
Paid Bartlett R. Alden, . ; ‘ $11 17 
«© Deborah S. Thayer, for teaching, . 106 50 
“ Bartlett R. Alden, for board, : 57 75 
| $175 42 
Overdrawn, ; ; : . 1 0OS— $174 34 
District No. 2.—Scholars, 38.—Joun R. Tuurston, Prud. Com. 
Their proportion of money, for 1852, —. ; . $110 60 
s af ‘* school fund, for 1852, : ‘ 8 44 
Balance due from last year, ; ; : y 96 
$120 00 
Paid Mary J. Eustis, for teaching, ; $75 00 
« Cushing Otis, for board, .... " . 37 50 
«Joshua Sturtavant, for wood, r . 38 50 


Balance due from the treasury, . ; - 4 00— $120 00 


4, 


District No. 3.—Scholars, 65.—Francis Haywarp, Prud. Com. 


Their proportion of money, for 1852, : . $153 67 
“ se ‘* school fund, for 1852, : : 1l 64 
$165 31 
Paid Catharine Pratt for teaching, ; $52 50 
«Lucy Richards, 3 : . 14 00 
« Francis Hayward, for teacher, : . o7 66 
“© Waldo Hayward, Jr., for board, ; . 26 25 
« Zina Hayward, for wood, . : ~ 11700 
« Patrick Payton, sawing wood, : . 3 40 
Overdrawn last year, F : : : 50 — $165 31 
District No. 4—Scholars, 99.—Lrvi W. Noyes, Prud. Com. 
Their proportion of money, for 1852, . . $207 90 
66 de * school fund, for 1852, : : 15 72 
Balance due from last year, ; ‘ ; ‘ 5 24 
$228 86 
Paid Elizabeth M. Deans, for teaching, . $42 20 
«© Margaret Howard, +. : . 12 00 
«* Levi W. Noyes, for teacher, , FLA 25 
“| Aruna T. Ford, for board, . ; . 22 50 
‘¢ Arvin Holbrook, 3 : . . 505 00 
‘© Galen Latham, for wood, . ; . 8 86 
‘* Greenough Wood, ‘ ; , . 450 
« William N. Soule, cutting wood, . . 440 
« Levi W. Noyes, for contingent expenses, . 8 19 
$228 90 
Overdrawn, ‘ : : : : 4 — $228 86 
District No. 5.—Scholars, 59.—Epwin Brown, Prud. Com. 
pes: proportion of money, for 1852, —.. : . $144 10 
Js ** school fund, for 1852, : : 10 92 
$155 02 
Paid Isabella Chipman, for teaching, : $37 50 
‘* Alfred Brown, for board, ‘ . 20 00 
*¢ Nathaniel B. Blanchard, for teaching, . 60 00 
‘¢ Tsaac Brown, Jr., for board, | ‘ . 16 00 
‘©. David Brown, for wood, . . . 10 43 
«« Edwin Brown, for contingent expenses, . 2 63 


Balance due from the treasury, . y . 8 46—$155 02 
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District No. 6.—Scholars, 51.—Ciarx Swattow, Prud. Com. 


Their proportion of money, for 1852, : 1 ... S131, 34 
af ‘s ‘© school fund, for 1852, : . 9 96 
Balance due from last year, i : ‘ j 6 11 
$147 41 
_ Paid Anne Keene, for teaching, . 7 $60 00 
‘© Clark Swallow, for board, . : . 20 00 
rons 2 for teacher, and contingent 
expenses, : . 67 41 —$147 41 


District No. '7.—Scholars, 50,—Curistroruer B. Smiru, Prud. Com. 


Their proportion of money, for 1852, : ~ $129 75 
i, ‘© school fund, for 1852, : : 9 84 
Balance due from last year, : : : : 5 69 
$144 68 
Paid Olive Wentworth, for teaching, $42 00 
‘« Christopher B. Smith, for board, . 36 00 
es ss ss ‘‘ teachers, . . 34 75 
Balance due from the treasury, . : . dl 93— $144 68 


District No. 8.—Scholars, 95.—Samvuet W. Baker, Prud. Com. 


= ha proportion of money, for 1852, : : ~ $201 52 
“6 ‘¢ school fund, for 1852, : ‘ 15 24 
A due from last year, F ; ; ; 19 08 
$235 84 
Paid Jacob A. Rogers, . : , . $7 65 
«* Lucia Harris, for teaching, . : . 45 00 
«Jacob A. Rogers, for board, : 2 26 25 
«¢ Samuel W. Baker, . ‘ 18 29 
** Rufus A. Littlefield, for Ney 5 135 00 
Balance due from the treasury, . é . & 65 — $235 84 


District No. 9.—Scholars, 61.—Lvetvs Dickerman, Prud. Com. 


ae proportion of money, for 1852, ‘ - $147 29 
Ph *€ school fund, for 1852, : : 11 16 
Balance due from last year, : i ; : 278 


$161 23 
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Paid Matilda Record, for teaching, . $40 00 

* Elizabeth G. Leach and Emile Damon, . 48 75 

**. Lucius Dickerman, for board, : ; Jomo 

‘* Huldah Brett, for board, . : . 86 00 

‘* Thomas W. Barrell, ‘ a : . 31 50 

‘“ Perez Keith, for wood, ; : o 8.88 

« Abel Barrell, for cutting wood, ; . 3 00 

‘* Hiram Bean, for contingent expenses, » ol coe 

* John A. Whiting, for ‘ cs ‘ 67 
Balance due from the treasury, . : . 2 48—$161 23 
District No. 11.—Scholars, 34.—Atsert D, Wueeter, Prud. Com. 
Their proportion of money, for 1852, —. : . $164 23 
“ PS ‘© school fund, for 1852, ‘ : 7 92 
Balance due from last year, ° : : : 1 22 
$113 37 

Paid Mary E. Springer, for te : $40 00 

«Mary J. Eustis, : . 32 00 

‘Albert D. ig eg for board, é . 33 57 

‘© John Wade, for wood, E ; . oa 
** John Chadwick, cutting wood, , . 1 80— $113 37 

Orso Haywarp.—Scholars, 1. 

Proportion of money, for 1852, . . $2 50 
fé ** school fund, for 1852, ; . 12 —— $2 62 
Due from the treasury, . : , ; : $2 62 

Hercores Harcu anp Cyrus Munrog, Jr.—Scholars, 2. 

Proportion of money, for 1852, . ‘ ‘ ; $5 00 
a3 school fund, for 1852, » ‘ : 24 
$5 24 
Paid James B. Brewster, for teaching in Hanson, ; $5 24 


BensamMin Boutpry anv Extpripce Winsor.—Scholars, 4. 


Proportion of money, for 1852, . - . : 4 $10 00 
4 “* school fund, for 1852, ; : ; 48 
$10 48 


Paid Benjamin H. Price, for teaching in Bridgewater, . $10 48 
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Whole amount paid out for schooling the past year, . $1,611 88 
Amount now due the several school districts, : : $53 14 


The town raised for the support of Common Schools, the past 
year, the sum of $1,500, which, in addition to $113 25, received 
from the State School Fund, make $1,613 55, which was divided in 
the following manner, viz :—One third equally among the districts, 
and the remaining two-thirds according to the number of scholars 
from 4 to 16. 


Expenses of the Almshouse from March 1, 1852, to March 1, 1853, 
as per bills rendered by the Warden. 


Said Warden is charged with the amount of provisions, hay, stock, 
household furniture, farming tools, wood and manure on hand, March 
1, 1852, as appraised. 


Provisions, . P ; - $89 00| Calves 15,00, hide 2,74, F 17 74 
Mays, : é . d 144 00 | Stock, Oxen, and 2 Cows, é 190 75 


Stock, . : : 338 26 Pasturing, : ? « 10 00 
Household Fumiture, ‘ . 137 86] Use of Bull, : : : 11 00 
Farming Tools, . . 175 71 | Parsnips and Onions, . ff 95 
Wood, : 3 ' ‘ 30 00} Pork and Shoats, ; 39 04 
Manure, F : : ° 100 00 | Team-work done by Warden 
— —-| of thefarm, . 107 91 
1,014 82 | Notes collected, due the house 
He is also charged with the last year, viz. 
amount sold from the Pro- Benjamin W. Harris, . ‘ 34 00 
duce of the farm. Cushing Otis, : . 13 74 
Butter sold, ‘ ‘ P 32 14 | Estate of Charles Brown, 4 4 50 
Lard.“ P 3 93 | Cash from the Town Treas., 302 37 
Eggs 0,56, Apples, 10 ,00, . 10 56 —_——— 
Hay and Grass standing, : 81 35 $1,874 80 


Said Warden charges the house with the following sums paid out : 


Paid for Grain and Flour, - $146 11 | Boards 1,20, Soil for yard 7,00, 8 20 
Sugar, Molasses, Tea and Coffee, 27 71 | Two Stoves and Stove Pipe, ak 23° 65 
Crackers, Cheese and Meat, . 381 68) Hard Coal for stove, : apes 8 


Potatoes and Turnips, . t 5 08 | Wood standing, : - 18 00 
Fish and Salt, . - . 5 45 | Blacksmith work, 7 1 ash ea-b7 
Raisins, Spice and Saleratus, r 6 03} Labor on the farm, . ‘ - 84 59 
Vinegar 0,72, Rice 0,18, . ( 90 | Stock for the farm, . : . 75 00 
Wicking and Matches, ; : 38 | Shoats “ _ 14 20 


Potash and Soap, . 30 | Sam’l A. Orr, med. attendance, 25 00 
Oil and Fluid 1,78, Paint 0, 81, 2 59| Warden for eleven months, . 230 00 
Snuff and Tobacco, : ‘ 66.| Paid Nath’l Waterman, toward 


4 
2 
Groceries taken from bills, . 13 72] his services last year, . - 60 00 
1 
1 


Grinding Corn, . 
Grass Seed and Garden Seed, . 
Crockery, Earthen and Tin Amount of provisions, stock, 

Ware, . - 1119} hay, household furniture, 
Clothing and Cotton. Cloth, . 8 17|. farming tools, wood and ma- 
Wooden Ware, : 2 34| mnure now on hand, as appear-~ 
Farm’ g Tools,& repair’ ¢ Wheels, 10 30} ed March 1, 1853, ‘ - 994 68 
Plaster and Lime Mortar, ‘ 2 26 | Deficiency in stock now on hand 
Paper Hangings, . . . 100; from last year, . . - 20 14 
Repairing Pum 1 34 tis F Renee 
Cider Casks ont making Cider, 2 80 $1,874 80 
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Abstract of the foregoing Account. 


The Warden has received from sales of the produce of 


the farm and stock sold, : . $397 46 
From labor of warden and team of the mee : ‘ 107 91 

‘* notes and accounts due the town last year, , 52 24 
Cash from the town treasurer, . : , ' 302 37 
$859 98 


The Warden has paid out for grain, flour, groceries, fur- 
niture, farming tools, wood, coal, and labor on the farm, $469 98 


Stock, . , . ‘ ‘ 75 00 
Samuel A. Orr, medical endanoet : ; ‘ 25 00 
Warden, service eleven months, . A : é 230 00 
N sihdfiel Waterman, for his service last year, . A 60 00 
$859 98 
Amount drawn from the treasurer, and notes collected, . $354 61 
One month’s wages of warden, to make up the year, : 20 00 
Deficiency in stock on hand from last year, ‘ ; 20 14 
$394 75 
From the above deduct paid N. Waterman, $60 00- 
Also due from the Commonwealth for the support 
of State paupers, : é ; . 25 55 —— 85 55 
$309 20 


Actual expense of the Almshouse the Ra year, exclusive 
of the use of the farm, : : . $309 20 
Expense of the Poor out of the Almshouse the past year. 
Paid widow Deborah Bates, for the support of two of her 


children, , > $41 28 
Paid town of Abington, for suppor of Nawab Ehrompvan 

and family, : : $78 56 
Worcester Hospital, for Seah: “of leis By hicwmrait 

Lydia Washburn and Mrs. Osbourn, . J . $124 68 
Expense of building Roads, by order of the County Commissioners. 
Paid Albert Reed, building road, . $174 60 

«Jona. C. Keith, 4 ; : 30 00 

‘¢ Eliab Latham, - . ; 10 00 

‘© Calvin Chamberlin, ‘ ; ; 75 75 

«Jesse Reed, ¥ - : 318 50 


‘¢ Nathan Whitman, 3 ; ' 284 59— $898 44 
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Repairing Roads and Bridges. 


Paid Alvin Shaw and forty-three other persons, for work 
on roads and bridges, . ) , : . $300 08 


Clearing the Roads of Snow. 


Paid eighty-seven different persons, for shoveling snow, . $99 98 
Paid for setting guide-posts and painting guide-boards, . $5 50 


Lumber for Bridges. 
Paid Matfield Manufacturing Company and others, for 
plank and timber, ; ; : . $182 64 


Paid N. Bridgewater, half the expense of erecting stone 
monument, ~ i : } : ‘ $3 00 


Gravel for Roads. 


Paid Waldo Hayward, : é i $2 62 
«| Willard Whitman, ; : pte 4 95 
‘* Charles Mitchell, : : 4 4 50 
‘© Charles Lincoln, , : P 6 72 
‘¢ Simeon and Robert Curtis, " , 6 87 
‘* Alanson Estes, : : ; 1 60 
« E. Bridgewater Iron Company for Cinder, 1 26 
«© Elijah Tolman, . : ‘ , 45 
«William L. Mitchell, —. : : 1 80 
‘¢ David Brown, . . : ; 3 48 
“Welcome Young, 7 ; : 1 80 
«Branch Byram, : ‘ : 3 03 —- $39 08 


Paid the Proprietors of Beaver Cemetery, for land to 
widen the road, by contract, . 4 : ; $10 00 


Printing, Postage, Selectmen’s and Assessors’ Blanks, Paper and 


Stationery. 
Paid T. R. Marvin, for printing School Committee’s 
Report for 1852, : F $13 50 
** Moses Bates, Jr. for selectmen’s blanks, 6 00 
“« Hector O. A. Orr, for postage, . . 1 25 
‘© Martin Whiting, for assessors’ blanks, paper 
and stationery, : ‘ ; 10 81—- $31 56 
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a 
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Town Officers and Committees. 
Paid Charles A. Latham, committee on road, $ 0 62 


«« Baalis Sanford, service as sch. committee, 31 80 
«© David Howard, J 19 50 
«© =B. W. Harris, service as school committee 

and committee on roads, : ; 23 20 
‘‘ Zebina Johnson, service as constable, . 14 50 
«* Judah B. Keene, service as sexton, : 51 40 


«Martin Whiting, collecting tax for 1851, 94 58 
« 8B. W. Harris, recording births, marriages 

and deaths, : , ; ‘ 20 75 
B. W. Harris, service as treasurer, F 25 00 
«« Joseph Chamberlin, service as committee 

on roads and auditor of accounts, : 10 25 
Isaac Pratt, service as selectman, assessor, 

overseer of the poor, and cash paid out, 93 05 
Simeon Curtis, service as selectman, asses- 

sor, overseer of poor, and cash paid out, 51 83 
«¢« Martin Whiting, service as selectman, as- 

sessor, overseer of poor, and cash p’d out, 64 77— $501 25 


Paid Nathaniel Waterman, interest on town order, . $17 03 


Abatement of taxes, as per assessors’ books, é ‘ $13 09 


Repairing and making alterations in the Town House. 


Paid Samuel G. Alden, . ; : : . $142 87 


Muster-field. 


Paid William Thomas, for service of his deputies on the 
muster-field, 4 ; : ; , $25 00 


Paid Asa Millett and Hiram Bean, amount awarded them 
by a committee chosen by the town, : : $48 50 


Paid Mr. Smith and Welcome Young, for service as coun- 
sel on the Millett case, ; j ‘ $16 30 


“ James Brown, for service on the above case, , 8 67 
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The Selectmen further report that they have settled with Benjamin 
W. Harris, Treasurer, and find his account as follows: 


Benjamin W. Harris in account, : ; : Dr. 
March, 1852, cash on hand at last settlement, . . §$ 116 67 
To balance due from Martin Whiting, collector for 1851, 2,516 76 

** commitment of tax for 1852, : . 93,787 86 
** cash of Sydney Humphrey, for pedler’s ite ; 8 00 
*¢ cash of Commonwealth school fund, . : ‘ 113 25 
** cash of Commonwealth, for support of State paupers, 25 48 
“* cash of Joshua Sturtevant, for balance due for land, . 25 00 
** cash of Seldon Washburn, for expense of Lydia Wash- 
burn at Worcester Hospital, ‘ : ; Al 53 
*« cash of Zebina Johnson, for use of the Town-house, 2°03 
$6,636 58 

Benjamin W. Harris in account, : ; ; Cr. 
March, 1853. 

By paid selectmen’s orders, : ‘ . $4,653 79 
“county tax for 1852, : 4 ‘ : 691 72 


Amount now due from Martin Whiting, collector for 1851, 226 69 
y " ¥ Bartlett R. Alden, ‘“ 1852, 1,026 01 
Cash in the treasury, . . é . ; ? 38 37 


$6,636 58 


The town is indebted for the following sums : 


Note and interest to Isaac Pratt, . : ‘ . $165 36 

“ 7 Simeon Curtis, : : : 55 12 
Bartlett R. Alden, for collecting tax for 1852, .. , 55 30 
Balances due. the several school districts, : : 53 14 
Orders outstanding, : ; ; : 564 49 


$893 41 
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_ Available means of the Treasurer to pay the foregoing. 


Cash in the treasury, : : . . $38 37 
‘* due from the collectors, ; ; . 1,252 70 

** due from the Commonwealth, for Saar of State 
paupers, . ; : : : ; Al 51 
1,382 58 
Amount of debts, : A 2 : i 893 41 
Balance in favor of the town, . : : . $439 17 


Respectfully submitted. 


ISAAC PRATT, SELECTMEN 
SIMEON CURTIS, OF 
MARTIN WHITING, J) East Bripcewarter. 


East Bridgewater, March 14, 1853. 


Report of Liquor Agent. 


Selectmen of East Bridgewater to John W. Jenkins, Dr. 

Sept. 6, 1852. To bill made in favor of M. L. Hall & Co. 
for liquor casks, measures, &c. . $144 40 
Bill of liquors, from Sept. 11, 1852, to Feb. 18, 1853, ; 84 84 
Six months’ interest on $144,40, : . i 4 33 
Agent’s commissions six months, : : ; 25 00 
$258 57 

Contra, . : Cr. 

By stock of liquors, casks and measures on hand, y 150 59 
Cash received for sales, . Kee ; ; ‘ 111 17 
| | $261 76 
Balance in favor of the town, i : ’ A $3 19 


J. W. JENKINS, Accent. 


No. 


1 


2 


Date. 
1852. 
va, 13s 


Jan. 1, 


Jan. log. 
Jan. 21,"" 
Jan. 29, . 
March 17, 
March 19, 
March 23, 
March 30, 
April 10,. 
May 2, 

June 14,. 


June 24,. 


_July ll, . 


Sept. 21, . 


Noy. 8, 


* 


Nov. 25, . 
Novy. 25, . 
Dee: Tn. 


Dec. 18, . 
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Marriages 


In the Town of East Bridgewater, during the year ending Dec. 31, 1852. 


Names. 


Job L. Morse, 

Mary Ann Daniels, 
Benjamin B. Thrasher, 
Abigail V. Bryant, 
John Gallagher, : 
Catherine McCloskey, 
Lucius D. Burbeck, . 
Angelina M. Rogers, . 
Zenas W. Sturtevant, . 
Jane McCarter, . : 
Lorenzo M. D. Packard, 
Hannah Burns, . 
Samuel R. Pool, : 
Mary L. Whitmarsh, ; 
Alpheus J. Sanford, 
Mary F. Waldron, 
Isaac T. Joyce, 

Mary C. Maine, . 
William White, . 
Lucia A. Grow, . 
Caleb H. Josselyn, . 
Harriet E. Fales, 
Alonzo Thomas, ° 
Sarah L. Bates, . 
Thomas Trask, 

Ellen Howard, 

James H. Fullerton, 
Orivuda H. Whitman, . 
Thomas B. Sherman, . 
Jane 8S. Hull, ‘ 
Horace W. Newhall, . 
Abigail B. Glass, 
Lewis Philip Morrison, 
Rebecca Thatcher, . 
James McClintock, 
Rachel Hersey, : 
William D. Burtch, . 
Abigail T. Bryant, . 
Nymphus M. someon 
Amelia Hicks, . 
John H. Vosmos, ‘ 
Melinda Wade, . i 
David Kingman, 


Lydia A. Simpson, .— 


Births. 


Place of Residence at the time of Marriage. Ages. 


Abington, : ° 
Bridgewater, . . 
East Bridgewater, 

66 


a OTN. orfolk Dorchester, 


. East Bridgewater, 


66 sé 


Taunton, . j F 
6é 


Abington, : 


. East Bridgewater, ‘ 
66 


‘ 66 66 
. Foxborough, . ‘ 
East Bridgewater, . 
6é 66 


<é 6“ 
Bridgewater, . 
. East Bridgewater, 
‘ 66 


Eagle Harbor, Mich. 
East Bridgewater, 


Bridgewater, 
66 


. East Bridgewater, . 
6c 


York, Me., . 


B. W. HARRIS, Town Clerk. 


28 
21 
34 
22 
24 
20 
27 
24 
26 
22 
21 
18 
30 
30 
21 
21 
25 
16 
29 
32 
22 
24 
30 
17 
21 
18 
24 
24 
21 
20 
34 
33 
32 
26 
37 
64 
24 
18 
31 
16 
26 
21 
19 
23 


Number of Births in the town of East Bridgewater, during the year ending 
December 31st, 1852, eighty-four. 


B. W. HARRIS, Town Clerk. 
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Deaths 


In East Bridgewater, during the year ending December 321, 1852. 


¥ NAME. 


1852. 
Jan. 19,/Charles Brown, . 


66 4,/ Martha (’. Gregg, : 
«¢ 16,/Alanson Forbes, . ° 
«6 98,|Mary Siddall, . . 
Feb. 6,/Richmond Nash, 4 ; 


,| Betsy Clark, 

{Ezra Kingman, Esq., 
.|Rebecca Wilcox, 
Almira Shaw, . 
Susan Kingman, . 

“©” 16,/George Angier, . 

6 Q,\Ida Brown, (infant,) 


Vee Cg Be & CS 6 « ar 


“ 17,/Clara C. Bonney, (infant,) . 
ss 8,]/Lucy Munroe, - a Siete 
<< 98,|Caroline Tolman, y . 
«= 30,)Abby Kingman, . . ‘ 
June 8.|CVelia Phillips, . . . 


ss 16,)/Albert Edson, . 

s¢ 93.) Abby F. Keen, (infant,) 
July 4,/Olivia Osborne, ° . 
“ 6,)/Rhoda Alden, . . 
«© 19,/Kelbone Robinson, - 
6, 29, Cevey, + 


Henry W. Dunbar, (infant, 


.| Lydia Washburn, 
.|Bdward A. Mullen, 
William Colwell, ° 
{Elisabeth P. Thrasher, (inf. 
Nov. 14.|Nicholas Wade, . . 
Dec. 2! |loseph C. Alden,. . 
*¢ 30.| Melville Otis, . ; . 


Aug. 4,|William Harris, . : 
Ay ,|Xally Dalano, . 
«¢ 17,)/CalvinS. Howard, . 
«¢ 94 /Luecia Holmes, . : 


) 
) 


PLACE PLACE 
AGE, OF OF DISEASE, 
DEATH. INTERMENT. 
Y. M.D 
80 E. Bridgewater, Abington, Old age. 
94 E Bridgewater, Consumption. 
38 sé Bridgewater, 
19 “ E Bridgewater, py 
38 6 6c Abington, Typhus fever. 
49 Wareham, E. Bridgewater,|Fever. 
a ; E. Bridgewater, Disease of the heart. 
66 ‘ 
32 6 - gE Consumption. 
92 “ iT4 oe 
40 “ Belfast, Me. oe . 
6 seo, Abington, ce 
3 sé E. Bridgewater, as 
20 6 90 (74 ce it 
4l sé C3 Drowned. 
93 6é ce 
87 €¢ ce Old age. 
63 + ee Wound. 
3 “ e Consumption. 
7 6c ce “e 
70 “cc 173 
65 Raynham, & 
33 E. Bridgewater, A 
6e ce 
58 5 11 a a < 
77 ée Duxbury, Cancer. 
‘eat e E. Bridge water, 
93 i714 oe 
35 Ke ES Insanity. 
3 ec i Fever. 
30 xi es 
14 6s Zi Disease of the heart. 
60 & « Paralysis, 
15 2 es Rupture. 
74 é ba Disease of the heart. 


Whole number, thirty-five. 


B. W. HARRIS, Town Clerk. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


OF THE 


TOWN OF EAST BRIDGEWATER, | 


1852--3. 


_In accordance with the law of the Commonwealth, and the purpose 
of their appointment by their fellow-citizens, the School Committee 
now present to the Town their Annual Report. That part of the law 
which relates to this subject is as follows: 


«The School Committee shall annually make a detailed report of 
the condition of the public schools in their respective cities and towns; 
which report shall contain such statements and suggestions in relation 
to such schools, as the said Committee shall deem necessary or proper 
to promote the interests thereof; and a certified copy of said report 
shall be transmitted by said Committee to the office of the Secretary 
of the Commonwealth, on or before the last day of April. Said report 
shall also be deposited in the office of the Clerk of the city or town, 
and shall either be read in open town meeting, in the month of Febru- 
ary, March or April, or at the discretion of the School Committee, 
shall be printed for the use of the inhabitants.” 


In the estimation of the Legislature, then, it is evident, such a 
Report is a matter of some importance, and should be of such a char- 
acter as to have a direct bearing upon the welfare of District Schools 
in the town, and indirectly, exert a favorable influence upon the inter- 
ests of Common School education in the State. 

The sum of fifteen hundred dollars has been expended upon the 
schools in the town the past year. Whether a larger amount was 
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necessary to our educational interests, we pretend not todecide. But 
this is certain,—the proper application of this sum so as to work out 
the best gesults, imposes upon the appointed agents a great weight of 
responsibility. And though the power of selecting teachers, upon the 
right exercise of which, more of the prosperity of schools depends 
than upon any thing or all things beside, was not delegated to us,— 
yet in having been entrusted for a season with the superintendence of 
the interests of education in this town, we feel that an invaluable 
treasure was committed to our keeping; that the work was of no 
ordinary importance, and to be met in no mere formal manner. We 
trust we have intended to do what we could; and that indications of 
an increased upward tendency in our schools, are manifest. But the 
schools are to be best forwarded, not by any one agency alone, but the 
conjoint influence of all the citizens. With confidence, therefore, in 
your appreciation of whatever may promote their welfare, we hesitate 
not to call your increased attention to the subject—confident that this 
is an interest that should be considered paramount to any that claims 
the public care. It lies at the foundation of our free institutions, and 
is essential to their existence. ‘This the Pilgrims were well convinced 
of; who made it one of the principal objects of their concern, after 
their landing here, to furnish schools for the free education of their 
children. They regarded it as essential to the religious as well as 
political interests of man, that education should be extended to all 
classes in the community. Such convictions led to the establishment 
of the Common School system of New England. And as its benefits 
were designed for the public, and not for individuals merely, our 
ancestors made provision by law, that it should be supported at the 
public expense. 

Some have objected to being taxed for the education of the children 
of others; but Jet ignorance, and vice its usual attendant, prevail 
among the citizens, and what safety or value could there be to any 
man’s property or privileges? Let schools die out, and the institutions 
of religion could not long survive ; vice unrestrained would prey upon 
the peace of the community, and occasion taxes burdensome indeed ! 
So that every one is unquestionably far more than compensated for all 
he expends in promoting the institutions of education and religion. 
Worthy of particular and practical notice is the just and instructive 
reply made to President Monroe, while on his visit to New England ; 
who, as he observed the flourishing villages, the well-cultivated fields, 
the crowds of intelligent, orderly people, and promising children, 
inquired, ‘‘ What is the cause of all this?” The reply was, “ Look 
yonder, sir, and see that spire of the village church, and see that 
building near it, erected for a school-house; and you see the causes 
of what have been the objects of your admiration.” 

But great and admirable as are the effects of the Common School 
system, in its operation only thus far, we believe they will be still 
greater as it goes on to a more perfect development. It is yet in its 
infancy, and, like everything human, has its imperfections and evils; 
but these will grow ‘‘ beautifully less,” as its excellences become better 
understood and appreciated, and its principles are carried into full 
execution. 

In diminishing its defects and increasing its efficiency, your Com- 
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mittee have felt it important, in their interviews with teachers and 
scholars, to insist on an exact and thorough course of teaching. 'There 
is an ambition too prevalent, to be engaged in the higher branches, 
before a sufficiently thorough knowledge thas been obtained of the 
elementary studies; as if the mere fact of being thus engaged imparts 
the reputation of being good scholars. This disposition has been often 
encouraged by parents, “who are desirous of having their children in 
the advanced classes-—not considering that the attempt to pursue 
higher branches, without a thorough understanding of the elementary 
principles, upon which those branches depend, must be futile, and 
involve much waste of time and labor. In this way, children may ac- 
quire a show of knowledge, and become wise in their own conceit, as 
they number the books with high-sounding titles, to which they have 
attended; but they will be left destitute of any solid attainments. The 
great object of the Common Schools is to train children to a complete 
knowledge of the elementary branches, such as Reading, Spelling, 
Writing, Arithmetic, History, and English Grammar ; and these should 
not be neglected for anything else. They lie at the foundation of the 
temple of knowledge. The maxim, that ‘‘ What is worth doing at all, 
is worth doing well,” applies here emphatically. Better to learn a 
little well, than much, imperfectly. When pupils have learned the 
fundamental branches well, they are prepared to ascend and succeed 
in higher studies. If they are essentially defective in the former, they 
will probably be but smatterers in the latter. And this is not the 
worst : they will form a habit of looseness and faltering that will follow 
them in all the conduct and business of life. ‘Teachers who adopt a 
thorough course of instruction, are doing very much to fix in pupils a 
habit by which they will, in future life, be determined and prepared to 
carry through every g good enterprise they undertake. 

But in order to this thorough instruction, teachers must receive a 
thorough elementary education themselves. In all cases where there 
is a want of thoroughness, teachers show that they are not aware of its 
importance, or are not accustomed to deal in practical principles and 
explanations, but confine themselves too much to the text-book ; and 
instead of giving reasons, give dry abstract rules. Of course, they 
cannot be expected to lead their pupils in a course different from that 
themselves have pursued, Instruction, to be permanent and profitable, 
must be adapted to the capacity, and accompanied with familiar illus- 
trations. But mere words and theoretical rules conveyed to the mind, 
immediately fly away; no interest is awakened, no real practical 
knowledge is acquired. A remedy for some of the chief defects in 
our schools, then, is to be sought in teachers well trained to elementary 
principles. It 1s thought by some, that teachers of superficial knowledge 
may do for backward schools ; but never was a greater mistake. It is 
a situation, of all others, in which a man needs the assistance of some- 
thing more than superficialness, to simplify truth, to make it visible to 
dim eyes, and intelligible to dull understandings. 

Another point on which we have felt it important to insist, is, that 
the effort of the teacher, however thorough and faithful, does not super- 
sede the necessity, on the part of the scholar, of personal, laborious 
application to the sources of knowledge. At most, the teacher can 
only tell the pupil what to learn, and give him principles for his guide 
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but if he refuse the patient effort to “‘ take fast hold of instruction,” it 
will be in vain. ‘To patient and laborious thought, the mind is natu- 
rally disinclined ; but this aversion must be overcome, in order to the 
development of its energies. Bodily exercise is not more essential to 
physical strength and health, than is assiduous mental labor to the 
strong and healthful action of the powers of the mind. The difficulties 
in study are indeed real and numerous, but they are there to excite the 
indomitable purpose, and to nerve the mind to the expenditure of toil 
and painstaking. By such a process the mind gradually, but surely, 
acquires energy, and achieves the most precious victories. It is not 
only the means of acquiring knowledge for immediate use, but of a 
noble discipline, which is the best auxiliary in all great and good 
enterprises in after life. It is not well that the education of children 
should be conducted with the frequent use of labor-saving expedients. 
‘And this ingenious age, so famous for easy methods, and shortened 
routes, and swiftness of travel, has found in the result of all its cher- 
ished theories and experiments, no crowning improvement which 
divorces wisdom from work,’ 

Sometimes it is thought by the teacher and others, that he is benefit- 
ing his pupils, in proportion as he removes difficulties, and makes their 
work so easy as not to need their patient thought. But this is alto- 
gether a misplaced kindness. He should stimulate them to meet and 
put forth all their own strength, in surmounting obstacles, and making 
their way through difficulties. And by such a process, he is leading 
them in the only sure road to success. The consciousness of having 
vanquished, inspires them with hope and courage and animation for 
future conquests, It is preparing them to be strong and efficient, 
when they shall take their places as citizens—while those who 
shrunk and faltered at the spots of difficulty in their school-studies, 
will be likely to pursue the same timid and faltering course through 
life. 

Another thing which your Committee have felt it important to 
commend to the earnest regards of teachers and scholars, is order and 
decorum. 'These manifestly constitute the greatest ornament of our 
schools—that which soonest attracts the notice and admiration of 
intelligent beholders. And what contributes more than this to the 
utility and value of the schools? Indeed, in its absence, we are not 
to expect much that is useful and good. On the contrary, the pupils 
who are reckless in relation to the wholesome discipline of the school- 
room, lose its benefits; and are rapidly preparing for a like disregard 
to the rules of society, on which our free institutions depend. There 
must be maintained by the teacher, then, a thorough and systematic 
discipline of the pupil in respect to exact obedience, and decorum at 
school, and kindness, courtesy and moral probity in all his manner and 
conduct. It is true, this discipline must begin and be continued in the 
family ; and unless it is, the teacher can accomplish in the work but 
comparatively little. But when children are rightly trained at home, 
he has little difficulty in maintaining a wholesome discipline at school. 
Parental co-operation is to him a powerful auxiliary. 

The appropriate expressions of sympathy, encouragement and sup- 
port from parents and guardians, are needful, in order to the animated 
and successful prosecution of his work. As he is human, he cannot 
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be expected, more than other laborers, always to be zealous and 
laborious in the business, for which his employers manifest no concern. 
But many seem to feel that after they have paid their annual tax, and 
chosen their committees, their duty is done, and they are excused 
from any further attention to the subject. But as the Common 
School belongs to the people, the people must look after its welfare 
with constant watchfulness, or it will not prosper. They must co- 
operate with teachers in all the means and measures for rendering 
their instructions the most successful and efficient. 


The number of families in the Town is now over five hundred, It 
is, therefore, required by law to establish and maintain a High School. 
This your Committee consider an important epoch in our educational 
affairs ; and trust it will commend itself to the earnest attention of the 
citizens, as calling for prompt, deliberate, liberal, and united action. 

What remains is, only to make some brief remarks on the condition 
of the various schools. 


No. 1.—This School, during the Summer and Winter Terms, has 
been under the care of Miss Deborah S. Thayer. Her labors in each 
term were quite satisfactory to the Committee, and, so far as we learn, 
to the District. The school was conducted with ardor and firmness, 
general order maintained, and improvement made. The fault most 
manifest, was faintness of utterance in reading and recitations. 


No. 2.—This School, for both Summer and Fall Terms, was com- 
mitted to the care of Miss Mary J. Eustis. At each of the visits of 
the Committee, it appeared, in all respects, quite well. The scholars 
were respectful and obedient, apparently interested in their studies, 
and good in their deportment. The closing examination gave evi- 
dence of improvement in all the branches pursued. 


No. 3.—This School, in the Summer Term, was kept by Miss M. 
C. Pratt, Principal, and Miss Lucy M. Richards, Assistant. Miss P. 
is an experienced and industrious teacher, and her school appeared 
well at the visits of the Committee. There was unusual distinctness 
of voice in the various exercises; with signs of continued improve- 
ment, and submission to wholesome discipline. The Primary depart- 
ment appeared with credit. 

The Winter School was placed under the charge of Mr. Ira Cope- 
land. This school, though too large for a single teacher, was con- 
ducted with fidelity and system; and the improvement of the pupils 
met all reasonable expectations. The discipline was mild, yet firm 
and successful ; and the instruction thorough and effectual. 


No. 4.—The Summer School was kept by Miss Elizabeth W. 
Deans, whose long experience and success have well qualified her for 
the duties of her station. Her acquired reputation was fully sustained. 
Your Committee would say that they were highly pleased with the 
good order and general conduct of the school; the practical and 
thorough teaching; the interest it awakened in the minds of the 
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pupils; and the high degree of success to which it led them in all 
their respective pursuits. 

The Winter School has been taught by the same person. 

It is matter of regret that, by reason of illness, Miss Deans was 
obliged to leave this school a litle before the time appointed for its 
close, precluding a final examination by the Committee. But at pre- 
vious visits, the Committee saw grounds of entire satisfaction in 
respect to order, instruction and progress, 

‘I'he happy effects of continuing in the same school the services of 
a teacher, if a good one, are in this instance, we think, strongly 
evinced,—Miss D. having had this school in charge for two years. 


No, 5.—The Summer School has been taught by Miss Isabella 
Chipman. She gave, it is believed, quite general satisfaction. The 
discinline was somewhat wanting in energy and efficiency; and in the 
teacher’s mode of instruction, there appeared to your Committee, a 
degree of kindness, that would, if possible, do all the pupils’ work, as 
well as her own. Scholars, to become strong, must not be helped too 
much, ‘I'he school at the close, however, appeared to the Committee, 
and numerous visitors, quite respectable in recitations and manners, 
The teacher was also further employed in a private school. 

Vhe Winter Term was kept by Mr. Nathaniel B. Blanchard, member 
of the Senior Class in Amherst College. Mr. B. is fitted to command 
the respect and affection of children; and thus effectually to lead 
them forward in their studies, and to regulate their conduct. Though 
this term was quite short, we think something was done in diminishing 
the defects in this school, particularly those in relation to superficial 
study, and inaudibleness in reading and recitation. 


No. 6.—The Summer School was taught by Miss Hannah M. Keen, 
who appeared sincere and assiduous in the work ; and in respect to the 
manner of instruction and government, and the general improvement 
of her pupils, gave good satisfaction to the Committee, and, so far as 
we are informed, to the people of the District. 

The Winter Term was kept by the same teacher, with equal suc- 
cess, we believe; the Committee were providentially prevented from 
being present at the close. 


No. 7.—This School, in the Summer Term, was placed under the 
care of Miss Olive Wentworth. Under her instruction and discipline 
it appeared excellent throughout; and a lively interest and steady im- 
provement were manifested from the beginning, 

The Winter Term commenced under the care of Miss Mary J. 
Hunt, a young lady of superior education and moral taste. The 
Committee, at the opening examination, were highly pleased with the 
manner in which she conducted the business of her office, as giving 
high promise of an excellent school. In about a mouth, we learned, 
with much regret, that the teacher had voluntarily and suddenly de- 
parted. No definite reasons for this abrupt measure have come from 
her to the Committee. It is true, and it grieves us to state, that one or 
more of the larger boys had given her trouble. But it was supposed 
that this difficulty, by the help of one of the Committee, had been so 
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far adjusted, as not essentially to interrupt the progress of the school. 
As the teacher assigned no particular cause of her leaving, the Com- 
mittee deem it prudent not to deal in conjecture. 

The school was recommenced under the instruction of Miss Olive 
Wentworth, who continued about three weeks, and then, to the deep 
regret of all concerned, was compelled to close her labors, through 
failure of health. 


No. 8.—T he Summer School has been taught by Miss Lucia Harris. 
She was faithful and diligent in her endeavors to benefit this numerous 
school; and the results at the close, appeared quite fair and com- 
mendable. 

The Winter School was kept by Mr. Rufus A. Littlefield, with his 
usual industry, energy and success. Good discipline, and respect for 
the teacher, were very apparent. The results of thorough training 
were especially manifest in Reading, English Grammar, and Arithme- 
tic. On the whole, the Committee are confident, there was as good a 
degree of general improvement, considering the large number of the 
scholars and their attamments when the school begun, as could well 
be anticipated. 

We learn that Mr. L. continues his labors in this District, in a 
flourishing private school. 


No. 9.—This School, in the Summer Term, was taught by Miss 
Matilda Record, of Maine. 

The Winter Term was kept by Miss Elizabeth G. Leach, Principal, 
and Miss Emilie P. Damon, Assistant. Miss L. was in many respects 
well prepared for the business of her station, and indefatigably devoted 
to her duty. Though a severe storm unhappily prevented a_ final 
examination, the Committee saw, in the school operations, promising 
tokens of good success. 

The conduct and improvement of the Primary department, under 
Miss D., was in all respects satisfactory. 

The number of children in this District has much increased within 
a few years, and is still increasing, so that the school-house has be- 
come altogether too strait for them. It is essentially incommodious, as 
well as out of repair; and the educational interests of the people of 
that District present an earnest call and claim upon them for a more 
convenient and attracting house. 


No. 11.—This School, during the Summer Term, was taught by 
Miss Mary E. Springer. This school, as we believe, deserves to be 
ranked among our best. In no school has there been a better degree 
of order; in none a livelier interest in the studies or in the teacher ; 
and in none, perhaps, a greater degree of improvement. The in- 
structor showed mucn ability in planning, and skill in executing; and 
the results were highly satisfactory. It is proper to state, however, 
that on account of the small number in this school, more than usual is 
expected of them. 

The Winter School was entrusted to the care of Miss Mary J. 
Eustis. This was a good and valuable school. The teacher deserves 
much credit for correctness and thoroughness in instruction and dis- 
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cipline. The various elementary branches were taught in a manner 
calculated to excite interest in the minds of the pupils, and to lead 


them to think and reason, to understand and love their books. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
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REPORT. 


GENTLEMEN :— 


You have instructed your Committee to consider and report 
to you the best plan for the establishment and support of a High 
School. Permit us to say, that we undertake this task with extreme 
‘diffidence; knowing the many difficulties that attend it, and the 
great importance that every thing which is done in relation to 
education, should be done in the most thorough and judicious man- 
ner. We would. beg you to carefully consider, not only the few 
suggestions we may make upon this subject, but all the various 
interests of public schools, that you may act with candor and dis- 
cretion. We believe the inhabitants of Hast Bridgewater are not 
wanting in a just sense of the importance of education, or in a will- 
ingness to bear the burdens of a well-organized system of public 
schools, if they could be satisfied what a well organized system is. 

In a table for the year 1852, showing the ratio of valuation to — 
the appropriations for public schools in the State, Plymouth County 
ranks as the second county, while East Bridgewater, in the same 
table, ranks the 147th town. Again, in a table for the same year, 
showing the amount of appropriations by each town in the State, 
on each child between the ages of 5 and 15 years, Hast Bridge- 
water ranks as the 187th town, while in 1851, in a similar table, 
East Bridgewater ranked as the 151st town. These facts may 
give a stranger, or casual observer, an idea that there exists in 
this town a want of interest in public education; but such an 
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opinion we confidently believe, would be founded upon wrong pre- 
mises, and unjust to the inhabitants of this place. No one at all 
acquainted with the interest felt in education, and the general dis- 
satisfaction with the present system and present management of 
our schools, can doubt that the comparative low standing of this 
town, in the above-mentioned tables, is to be attributed to the lat- 
ter and not to the former. In a table for the same year, showing 
the mean average attendance of the scholars in the State, Hast 

Bridgewater ranks as the 65th town,—which we believe a better 

index of the state of feeling towards public schools among us. And 
% we hope the day is not far distant, when a better system will give 
*» the voters of East Bridgewater an opportunity to show their will- 

A Aingnegs to wipe off any appearance of stain that may rest upon 
their characters, as friends of public education. ‘That the public 
good, the continued prosperity of our now rapidly increasing town, 
and the ardent wishes of a large portion of our inhabitants, alike 
demand a more thorough system of education in our public schools, 
we believe to be allowed by all. 
In the first place, we would call your attention to some of the 
evils that exist in our present system. 
Secondly, we will suggest the means for remedying those 
evils. oe : } 

And lastly, we will submit the several plans that have been pre- 
sented, as best adapted to the present wants of the town. 

The evils that exist in our present system are so numerous, 
and of such a character, that we cannot be expected to mention 

_ them all, or speak plainly of those that we do mention, without 
wounding the feelings of some. We cannot, however, be expected 
to handle a subject like this with gloves on; nor do we mean to be 
personal in any thing we may say upon the subject. 

The first evil we mention, is the great diversity in numbers of 
scholars in the different schools. District No. 2 having 38, and 
District No. 4 having 99 ; District No. 10 having 34, and District 
No. 8 having 95. Districts No. 2 and 10 having a smaller, 
and Districts No. 4 and 8 a much larger number than can be 
profitably and successfully taught by one person. And yet all of 
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these schools are supplied with school houses fitted only for one 
teacher, with absolutely no conveniences for assistants. It is true 
District No. 4 has a costly house, but it is by no means adapted 
to the wants of the district. It is too large and disproportioned 
for a comfortable school for one teacher, making it difficult for 
teacher or scholars to speak so as to be heard with distinctness 
across the room, at the same time it affords no facilities for classi- 
fying the scholars. And No. 4, when the time comes for them to 
have two schools, as it shortly will, must provide another house. 
The same diversity is seen if we look at the amount of money 
spent by each district—the number of months of schooling, or the 
school houses and other property of the districts. One district 
spends $104.00, another $110.00, another $202.00, and a fourth 
$208.00. One school has 24 months schooling in the summer 
and 14 in the wmter; another has four weeks in the summer and 
three in the winter. One district has a house worth from one to 
two thousand dollars, and another has a house worth as many 
hundreds. One is large, almost to a fault, for one school, and 
another is not large enough for a respectable office for one man. 
Look inside of these houses, and another diversity will be manifest 
in the teachers employed to instruct the schools. Some naturally 
adapted to the task and improved by long experience, pass 
through all the various routine of school exercises with satisfaction to 
themselves, and profit to their pupils ; others appear as if confined 
by necessity to the disagreeable task of staying in the school house 
six hours in the day. From whence arises all these differences ? 
Simply because these different districts are managed by different 
persons, and no district system can be made that will afford equal 
advantages to all. The law establishing public schools is on the 
principle, that the public safety as well as the public good, requires 
that all the people should be educated. It does not stop to ask 
whether a man is to be directly benefited by the education of 
himself or family, but it lays its hand on every man’s-purse, and 
says your safety requires it. The law is universal, and the pro- 
visions for the education of the people, to be just should be equal. 
To the towns is given the execution of this law, and the towns can- 
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not justly give to one child one half the advantages of an education 
which it gives to another. 

Another evil of our present system is, it puts together all ages, 
from the youngest child to the full grown masters and misses, to be 
taught by one person in all the various branches and degrees of 
advancement adapted to each. Thus situated, a teacher is com- 
pelled to drive through some fifteen or twenty recitations every 
half day. Does any one wonder that our scholars do not advance 
more rapidly! May we not rather wonder that they advance at 
all. Is it a matter of surprise or blame that the teacher, at an ex- 
amination, only tries to make a display with one or two classes or 
studies? We are at no loss to understand why your Superintend- 
ing School Committee of last year, are compelled to attribute al- 
most all the wants and defects in our schools to the result of in- - 
efficient training in the elementary branches. . 

Another evil in our present system, is the want of convenient 
means to supply the school room with the common necessaries, and ~ 
to provide for repairs of the school house and other buildings. 
The town provides no means for furnishing the school rooms, and . 
the districts rather than resort to the cumbersome method of tax- 
ation, surreptitiously take annually small sums from the school 
money for repairs of their buildings, suffering them to go to decay 
till, by their general dilapidation, a thorough repair or rebuilding 
is necessary. 

One other evil in our present method, and we will leave your 
own observations to supply the rest. ‘Too many irresponsible in- 
_ dividuals are employed in the management of the affairs of the 
schools. ‘The money raised for the support of schools is divided 
by arbitrary rules, made in fown meeting under the excitement of 
sectional feelings and interest, with no remedy for violations of 
rights, of judgment, or of justice. As well might we expect justice 
to be done should we bring all our civil actions into open town- 
meeting for decision, rather than submit them, as now, to the calm 
judgment of a court and jury. 

The custom of employing Prudential Committees to hire teach- 
ers and provide for the school in its present operation, resolves 
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the Superintending School Committee into a committee of three, 
who may hardly do more than smile and approve when chance 
gives any district a good teacher and a good school. And when 
another state of things takes place, which too often happens, they | 
‘may only gravely look on and see the money of the district wasted, 
and the time of the scholars worse than misspent.. 

Such, gentlemen, are some of the many evils that surround our 
present school system: evils which cannot, perhaps, be all reme- 
died at once, by any system that it is in our power to adopt. But 
we hope to be able to present a few simple suggestions, which, if 
adopted by the town, shall greatly change the present state of 
affairs. This brings us to our second proposition,—The means of 
remedying those evils. 

As a means of the first importance, we would say abolish your 
districts. The scholars of the whole town, when not separated by 
arbitrary lines, could be so classed as to bring together only the 
number that can be most profitably taught by one teacher. The 
amount of money spent in one school would not be measured by 
the number of scholars or the number of districts, but by the 
actual just proportion of advantages of education to all the scholars 
in town. All the property of the districts being the property of 
the town, there could be none of the diversity of houses, &c., 
which we now see; but soon all must conform to what shall be 
found to be the most approved plan. All the-management of the 
property would be under the immediate superintendence of per- 
sons employed by the town, who would be liable to account for all - 
their acts. In the thickly settled portions of the town, when it is 
practicable, the scholars could be classed so as to separate the 
small from the large, giving to both better advantages. Place the 
employment of the teachers in the hands of the Superintending 
School Committee, and ‘you bring into our schools a better class of 
teachers, who could be employed year after year to teach the same 
schools, avoiding the unwise policy that gives to our schools a new 
teacher every quarter. And when any teacher should be found 
unadapted to the place assigned him, he is quietly removed, per- 
haps without even the interruption of the school, thereby avoiding 
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the disagreeable state of feeling that is now almost universally ex- 
cited when any master or mistress is removed. Without going 
further into detail, we believe that if the town can be induced to 
adopt this plan, the ey beneficial effects will be ac- 
knowledged by all. 

Lastly, we call your attention to the plans for a High School. 
We have thought best to submit for your consideration two plans, 
as adapted to the wants of the town. LHither of these plans are 
but parts of the system we propose, and not to be separated from 
the important suggestion to abolish the districts. Indeed, a High 
School is but a part of a system of education adapted to a town; 
the highest grade which the law requires shall be provided for 
the public education of the people. We need not go into an ar- 
gument in relation to the necessity of establishing such a school in 
this town. The wants of the people and the laws of the Common- 
wealth alike demand it. The time of its establishment cannot be 
long delayed, and we cannot but hope you will meet this question 
without fear of expense or sectional prejudices. 

Our first Plan is, That the districts be abolished, and that the 
town be divided into four sections for schools, under the law of 
1850—which provides that more than one schooi may be kept, 
provided that the time of keeping such schools shall together 
amount to twelve months. That Districts No. 1, 4, and 6, be one 
’ section, with a house near Mr. Wm. Allen’s, which sections now 
contain 214 scholars. That Districts No, 8 and 9, with the south 
part of No. 3, (divided by:the road that leads from Mr. Rich- 
mond’s to Zebina Allen’s,) be the second section, containing 185 
scholars, with a house near Mr. Martin Whiten’s. That Districts 
No. 2, 5, 10, and-parts of Districts No. 11. and 18, be section 
third, containing 131 scholars, with a house near Mr. Benj. Wash- 
burn’s. That Districts 7, 11, and the North part of No. 3 be the 
fourth section, containing 90 scholars, with a house near Mr. 
Zacheus Hale’s. The estimated expense of keeping these four 
schools, each five months, is twelve hundred dollars, which is sixty 
dollars a month. ‘The expense of keeping primary schools in all 
the present school houses, would be twelve hundred dollars, pro- 
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vided the schools be kept six months in a year, (the average time 
that the schools are now taught,) at a cost of twenty dollars a 

month each. The whole expense to the town of keeping twenty 

months of high school and sixty months of primary school, would be 
twenty-four hundred dollars, or nie hundred more than is now 

appropriated by the town. But if we add tothe amount raised by 
the town the money received from the State, (one hundred and 

thirteen dollars,) and also the amount paid by individuals for 

schooling the past year, (six hundred and twenty-two dollars,) we 

shall have twenty-two hundred and thirty-five dollars, only one 

hundred and sixty-three dollars less than the above estimate. And 

we shall have twenty months more of public schooling than at pre- 
sent, while, at the same time, we provide schools suitable for all 

the scholars, and no persons need send their children away or in- 
cur private expense for a thorough common English education. 
We commit a great error when we say we are willing persons 
should take their children from the public afd educate them in 

the private schools. We need every man’s influence and igterest 

to make the public schools what they ought to be, and when there 

are private and public schools mixed together, there are always in- 

vidious distinctions that operate against the public schools. 

The cost of building and furnishing four school houses adapted 
_to the wants of such schools, would be about eight thousand dollars. 
But the whole of the houses need not be built immediately. Other 
places for keeping the schools may be obtained in nearly all the 
sections, till the town shall be satisfied of the utility of the plan. 
The inequality of scholars in the different sections cannot be avoid- 
ed, owing to the scattered population of the eastern and northern 
portions of the town. Yet the facilities of classifying the scholars 
throughout the town, afforded by this plan, are of great importance. . 
Such a classification of scholars only can secure a thorough train- 
ing in all the branches taught in our schools. We cannot but be- 
lieve that under this system there would be such an increased 
interest and exertion on the part of the scholars, as would result in 
an advancement that would well repay the town for any outlay that 
this plan may require. We beg you not to be frightened at the 
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expense. Remember a dollar spent for education is never lost, 
but is an increasing annual annuity to all time. A good house, 
built and furnished in a thorough manner, would need little or no 
repairs for twenty years. A good plan promptly adopted will save 
the town from years of discouraging and perplexing experiment. __ 
The second plan which we propose is, That there be an High 
School in the centre of the town, that shall be kept nine months 
in the year as required by law. ‘That there shall be classed as 
belonging to the high school one-fifth, or more, of the scholars in 
town; and that all of that class residing within one and one-half 
miles from the high school, shall be required to attend at that 
school. That all scholars of that class residing more than one and 
one-half miles from the high school, may, at the request of their 
parents, masters or guardians, be assigned to such other schools 
for a part, or the whole time, as their best interests require ; and 
that the Superintending School Committee shall cause to be ex- 
pended in the school to which such scholar or scholars shall be 
assignetl, such an additional sum of money, to be taken from the 
amount raised for the support of the high school, as shall be equal 
to his or their just proportional part of all the monies raised, for 
the support of said school. That the School Committee shall de- 
termine what shall be the age and qualifications of scholars to be 
admitted to the high school ; and that in all cases said Committee 
‘shall be satisfied by proper evidence and personal examinations, 
that the scholars admitted to said school are of the age required, 
and possess the requisite qualifications. They shall prescribe a 
~ thorough course of studies, (for a time not Jess than three years,) 
in all the branches required by law to be taught in such schools, 
to be arranged in classes of different degrees of advancement, to . 
which all the scholars shall be entitled to be admitted by exami- 
nation. | : : 
The number of scholars in town reckoned as high school scholars 
. would be about one hundred and twenty-five. The number that 
could not be withdrawn from the school, seventy-five. A school 
of seventy-five scholars would require a teacher and an. assistant, 
and would cost about seventy dollars a month,—which for nine 
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months would be six hundred and thirty dollars. Add to this four 
hundred and twenty dollars, the same proportional amount for those 
_ scholars that may be assigned to other schools, and we have ten hun- 
dred and fifty dollars. If we add to this twelve hundred dollars, the 
sum estimated for keeping the primary schools in all the present 
locations, and we have twenty-two hundred and fifty dollars, or 
seven hundred and fifty more than we now raise for the support 
of schools, and only fifteen dollars more than is now spent for pub- 
lic and private schools. A house may be built for such a school 
for two thousand dollars; but that outlay may be saved for the 
present, till the town shall have tried this plan. The town house, 
at a trifling cost, may be fitted up to accommodate the school. 
This plan will furnish the people with a good High school, where a 
thorough common education may be acquired by every scholar in 
town. It will give to the smaller schools far greater advantages 
than they now enjoy, while at the same time it will relieve the 
crowded state of the schools in the centre. It will give to the re- 
mote scholars, if not the same advantages as those living:in the 
centre, an equal share of the money to be spent for their benefit. 
It will give to the scholars a powerful stimulus to advancement, in 
the desire for promotion; and, in short, we believe it will well 
repay any outlay it may require of the town. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, we would say, that we hope you will 
not pattern after your Committee in the dilatory manner in which 
they have treated this subject, but will act carefully, promptly 
and liberally. Your own and your children’s interest impel you, 
and wise laws of the Commonwealth require you to do so. Ina 
State that has cherished, with just pride, her system of education, 
for two hundred years, no law, upon education, at least, should be 
allowed to become inoperative. The inhabitants of every town 
should avail themselves of all the advantages given them by law. 
If the laws are wise, they will act unwisely who neglect or refuse 
to be governed by them. If the people of any town, state, or 
nation, provide well for the education of the whole, they will have 
before them a bright future: a future that is radiant of all that is 
good and great in the world. Wisdom, virtue, and happiness, will 
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be their portion, and they shall transmit to their posterity'a legacy 
more valuable than all the gold of the Eastern and Western 
hemispheres. 


WELCOME YOUNG, 
NATHANIEL PORTER, 
ISAAC BROWN, Jr., 
JACOB BATES, Jr., 

P. B. WILLCOX, 
BAALIS SANFORD, 
EZRA KINGMAN, 
AZOR HARRIS, 

ASA MILLET, 
SIMEON CURTIS, 
DAVID HOWARD, 
RUFUS A. LITTLEFIELD. 


Hast Bridgewater, Feb. 15, 1854. 
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1854. 


REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN. 


The Selectmen of the Town of East Bridgewater submit the 
following Report of the receipts and expenditures of said 
Town, for the year ending March 1, 1854:— 


EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLS FOR 1853-4. 


District No. 1.—Scholars, 69.—Barzilla F. Ellis, Prudential 
Committee. 


Their proportion of money for 1853, . $152 12 


** School fund - ; 13 17 

$165 29 
Overdrawn last year, . ; P 1 08 
Paid Mary J. Swift, for tend iinier - . 35 00 
** Barzilla F. Ellis, for board, . . 16 00 
William P. Dilviotal for taeda tiie) . 70 00 
Balance due from the Treasury, . . AA 21 

$165 29 


peer ee 


District No. 2.—Scholars, 47.—Israel Hobart, Prudential 


Committee. 
biG proportion of money for 1853, . . $119 56 
mot oenook fund ..fifonn ‘ 10 21 
Balance from last year, .  . 4 00 


$133 77 


4. 


Paid Mary J. Eustes, for teaching, Sere U0 
‘¢ Israel Hobart, for board, . ; 46 50 
‘* Israel Hobart, for contingent expenses, 9 27 
$133 77 


District No. 3.—Scholars, 84.—Sidney Allen, Prudential 


Committee. 
‘Their proportion of money for 1853, . . $174 32 
6 vpn Scuool lund : 14 66 
$188 98 
Paid Laurie M. Morton, for teaching, . $48 00 ’ 
‘¢ Hannah Barrell, for teaching, . 24 00 


‘* Eli H. Richards, for board, . . 28.00 
‘** Ivory W. R. Marsh, for teaching, . 58 98 
‘¢ ‘Waldo Hayward, for board, . . 8000 
—— $188 98 


District No. 4.—Scholars, 98.—Levi B. Parker, Prudential 


Committee. ' 

Their proportion of money for 1853, . . $189 07 

i «¢ School fund, ‘ 16 37 

$205 44 
Paid Martha Delano, for teaching, . $60 00. 
** Bethiah M. Holbrook, ‘* ; 16 00 
* Seth Littlefield, py . 60 00 
“© Eliab Latham, for wood, . : 12 62 
_** Samuel B. Allen, for board, : 24 00 
‘© Abisha S. Churchill, “ . : 20 00 
William N. Soule, sawing wood, . 5 46 
Balance due from the Treasury, |. ; 7 36 


—— $205 44 


i) 


District No. 5.—Scholars, 58.—David Pratt, Prudential 


Committee. 

Their proportion of money for 1853, . . $135 84 
4 School fund 7b tua : 12 04 
Balance due from last year, ; ! : 8 46 
$156 34 

Paid Abby Hersey, for ag es . $60 00 

‘¢ Mark Davis, ’ ‘ 70 00 

¢ William Hersey, for board, . ; 25 00 

** Moses Bates, for wood, . ¢ : 5 50 
$160 50 
Overdrawn, . Pai 4 16 
s — 
8156 34 


District No. 6.—NScholars, 53.—Robert C. Keith, Prudential 


Committee. 
Their proportion of money for 1853, .. . $128 44 
e: School fund Moyle 3 é 11 36 
$139 80 
Paid Jane B. Leavitt, for teaching, . $45 00 
‘* Roena Bennett, for board, . : 28 00 
“ Eliab Latham, for wood, . : 5 00 
Balance due from the Treasury, . ‘ 61 80 
$139 80 


ee ee 


District No. 7.—Scholars, 49.—Daniel Reed, Prudential 


Committee. 


Their proportion of money for 1853, . . $122 52 


School fund Oust, : 10 84 


Balance due from last year, ‘ : . 31 93 


S165 29 
1* 


6 
Paid Mary E. Bates, for teaching, » $50 00 


‘* Rufus A. Littlefield, “  . PF 74 00 
‘¢ Daniel Reed, ‘ : . 40 46 ; 
Balance due from the Treasury, . : 00 83 


S165 29 


See eee 


District No. 8.—Scholars, 112.—Jacob A. Rogers, Prudential 
Committee. 


Their proportion of money for 1853, . - $215 76 


« 4; School fund ge ; 18 10 
Balance due from last year, ; : 3 65 
eM AL 
$237 51 
Paid Perez Keith, for wood, ; 2), SBS 560 
“ Rufus A Littlefield, e feachine, - 120 00 
*¢ Lucia Harris, , 71 25 
‘© Samuel G. Alden, for wood, . . 1 25 


‘¢ Jacob A. Rogers, contingentexpenses, 11 47 
Balance due from the Treasury, . ; 24 04 


$237 51 


ce Renee eT 


District No. 9.—Scholars, 71.—Ellis W. Holmes, Prudential 


Committee. 
Their proportion of money for 1853, . . $155 08 
a ” School fund LRT ; 13 06 
Balance due from last year, ‘ : J get ae eee 


S170 62 


Paid Olive W. Gannett, for teaching, . $45 62 
‘© John A. Whiting, for board, . ; 27 50 
‘© John A. Whiting, contingentexpenses, 00 81 
Balance due from the Treasury, . ; 96 69 


%170 62 
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District No. 10.—Scholars, 30.—Ezra F’. Sampson, 
Prudential Committee. 


Their proportion of money for 1853, . . $94 40 
‘ yy School fund “ ; , 8 34 


$102 71 


Paid Mary E. Springer, for teaching, . $73 74 
‘¢ Albert D. Wheeler, for board, . 24 67 


Balance due from the Treasury, . : 4 30 
$102 77 
Otho Hayward.—Scholar, 1. 
Proportion of money for 1853, . 5 : $1 73 
_ menaok Tardy: i ‘ 00 13 
Balance due from last year, : : , 2 62 
¢ ———— 
| $4 48 
Paid for teaching, ‘ : ‘ : $2 62 
Balance due from the Treasury, . : 1 86 
—— $4 48 


Cyrus Munroe, Jr., and Wid. Hatch.—Scholars, 3. 


Their proportion of money for 1853, . ; $5 19 
"i ‘: School fund Phils 'y : 00 37 
$5 56 


Paid Alpheus Harden, teaching in Hanson, . $5 56 


Jacob H. Crossman, 


Proportion of money for 1853, . ; ; $5 97 
me School fund eu : 00 60 
&6 57 


Paid for teaching in West Bridgewater, ; ; $6 57 


8 
EXPENSES OF THE ALMS-HOUSE, 


From March 1, 1853, to March 1, 1854. 


Said house is charged with the amount of provisions, hay, 
stock, household furniture, farming tools, wood and manure 
on hand, March 1, 1853, as appraised. 


Provisions on hand, . ' , , ’ ‘ $111 68 
Hay, 174; stock, 262 : : A ‘ ° 436 00 
Household furniture, . , : : ; : 137 00 
Farming tools, . , . , ° ° ; 175 00 
Wood, ; ‘ ; ‘ : : : : 35 00 


Manure, . : A : : ‘ ‘ : 100 00 


&994 68 


Said house is also charged with the following sums, paid 
for provisions, &c. 


Paid for grain and flour, . . Bie eet Oe $212 34 


‘¢ sugar, tea and molasses, : ee 34 94 
‘¢ crackers, cheese and rice, : : ‘ 14 88 
“fish and meat, ) ‘ ' : ; 7 24 
‘* salt and saleratus, ; : . . 5 15 
‘¢ vinegar, raisins and spice, . : Pied LY 
‘¢ apples, 3 00; apple trees,3 25. R 6 25 
‘¢ potash and sue . A ‘ ; 5 34 
| fluid, oil and matches, . ; ‘ ; L 74 
+ OS, |e : ; ; . > ‘ 1 37 
‘¢ farming tools, , 3 . ; » 12 34 
‘¢ pill for groceries, ; : / 6 77 
‘¢ snuff and tobacco, é ; : ‘ 0 66 
‘* earthen, tin and ironware, . ‘ : 5 08 
‘¢ cotton, cloth and clothing, . : , A 23 
‘¢ ~~ lumber and nails, ; ‘ j : 15 03 


‘¢ painting and papering, : } - 5 70 
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Paid for new windows for house, ; 4 ; 8 27 
«¢ grass and garden seed, . : : A 7 32 

‘© threshing grain, : : : ; 8 37 

‘¢ labor on the farm, . : ; ‘ ; 90 56 

‘¢ blacksmith work, . : ; ; ° 15 86 

«¢ stock and shoat, . : ‘ : : 89 00 

*¢ sawing boards, _.. ; : > : 2 21 

*¢ warden service, one year, : : 250 00 
Dr. Orr, medical attendance, : ; 25 00 
$1,835 48 


The Alms-house is credited with the amount of provisions, 
hay, stock, furniture, farming tools, wood and manure, now on 
hand, as appraised March 1, 1854. 


Provisions, . ; ; ; : ; ; ; $92 00 


Hay, i ; ‘ a , 210 00 
Stock, . ; ; ; c : é : ‘ 394 00 
Farming tools, . ; ‘ ; ; } 150 00 
Furniture, . : : ; . : ‘ d 125 00 
Yee eee i’... eentheis y 41 00 
Manure, ; : d f 100 00 

$1,112 00 


Said house is also credited with amount of produce sold off 
the farm, and labor of warden with the team done off the 
farm. 


Cash for calves sold, . : : ; : : $9 00 


‘¢ beef and pork, ; : 67 28 
‘¢  butterandeggs,  . : ; ° 55 62 
o> rye, ; : : ; : , : 26 A4 
ey fowl, !. 72 : ; : ; ‘ - i yl 
‘¢ potatoes and turnips, . ; ; , 2 00 


‘¢ hay, straw, and grass, standing, . 192 98 
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Cash for team work done by warden off the farm, 95 78 
¢  pasturing calf, : : il adi 3 00 

Boh Raa ‘ ‘ ; ; : ‘ : 4.19 
hide, ; : ; ; : : P 5 00 

fs stone, . ‘ : i : : : 5 00 
‘pine wood, . : . ; ° 8 00 

‘¢ use of the bull, : ‘ . . ; 19 00 

“¢ stock and pigs sold, ‘ : ‘ : 61 00 
$1,668 02 

Balance against the house, . ; : : 167 46 
$1,835 48 


The warden has paid out for grain, flour, 
groceries, farming tools, stock, and labor 
on the farm, ‘ $840 80 
He has Boiived from sales of the sropiits of 
the farm, and labor of warden and team, 
for works done off the farm, ; . $556 02 
He has also received cash from treasury for 
expenses at alms-house, . . 259 78 
Add to the above paid Dr. ici for deertiaal 


attendance, ‘ : . . 25.00 
— $840 &0 


Amount of money drawn from the Treasury 
for the support of the Poor at the Alms- 


house, a : $284 78 
From the above dotuets increase in welds of 
stock now on hand, over last year, . S117 32 


Also amount due from the Commonwealth, 
for support of State Paupers at the Alms- 
house. ; ; , ‘ . 35 00 
— $152 32 


Actual expense of supporting the Poor at the 
Alms-house the past year, exclusive of 
the income of the farm, . . ; $132 46 
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EXPENSE OF SUPPORTING THE POOR OUT OF 
THE ALMS-HOUSE THE PAST YEAR. 


Paid Jeremiah O. Leary, . . $2 80 
‘¢ Widow Deborah Bates, for et of two of 
her children, . ‘ A ; 52 00 
¢ Jacob Thompson and fark ; ; 6 00 
“ Francis J. Geddard, for support of David 
Kingman, : ; : 8 70 
William Tirrell, for Widow Riicrs } ‘ 2 00 
$71 50 


BUILDING ROADS AND BRIDGES. 
Paid Almon Gurney, building road near William 


Tribou’s, . : $77 38 
«© Seabury C. ibisawais naan: bridge near 
Charles Brown’s, . : 25 00 
«© “Elbridge G. Lyon, building hae near ‘Allen 
M. Porter's, . ‘ 152 55 
*¢ Aaron Hobart, Jr., Wailding Britverd on the : 
turnpike, : : 11 67 
Leonard Hill, building a ae bridge near 
his house, ; : 50 00 
‘¢ Marcus Robinson, ctathe Ta near his 
house, ; 4 00 
‘* County Chaieloners, failing bad ¢ on the 
plain, ; : , ‘ ‘ ° 669 17 
$989 77 


——— 


AMOUNT EXPENDED ON ROADS AND BRIDGES, 
By Surveyors of Highways. 
District No. 1, Josiah Tilson, Surveyor, . ‘ $62 Al 
 ~ 2, Daniel Tribou, sy ° 94 30 
™ ‘¢ 3, Martin Whitney, “ . : e131 - 


District No. 


6c 


Amount expended for graveling and repairing roads 
and bridges, by order of the Selectmen, 


Paid Charles Brown, stone for-bridge, . 


¢¢ 


4 
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4, Francis Packard, Surveyor, 


5, Nathan Whitman, “ . 


6, Charles Bates, 
7, Alvin Porter, 


8, 


Isaac Pratt, 


9 Allen M. Porter, 
Simeon Curtis, 


10, 
11, 
12, 
13, 
14, 
15, 


Alden Washburn, 


Greenough Wood, 


Elijah Bird, 
Eliab Latham, - 
John Wade, 

16, Lot Whitmarsh, 


17, Elijah Tolman, 


18, Simeon Richman, 


19, William H. Bates, 


Ce 


| 


6 86 
45 74 
64 99 
43 85 
58 75 
49 53 
39 68 
59 00 

147 00 
or ie 
49 58 
27 10° 
28 57 
62 83 
42 67 
56 33 


£1,157 61 
430 02 


&1 587 63 


- 


Gravel and Stone for Roads and Bridges. 


Isaac Keith, * 
Azor Harris, rf 
Perez Keith, “ 
John R. Ph uisecn, for Aghkib 
Isaac Hatch, 
Charles Mitchell, 
Charles Lincoln, 
Lewis Chamberlin, 
Aaron Hobart, Jr., 
Moses Bates, 


Samuel B. Allen, stone for Eridee, 


6c 


¢¢ 


74 


6¢ 


13 


Paid William Hersey, for gravel, : ; 2 00 
© Waldo Hayward, ? ¢ : ; : 1 60 
*¢ Ezra Alden, \ : - 3 05 
«East Paces ater Iron Contains or cinder, 2 10 


** William L. Mitchell, for Nav : ; : 90 
‘¢ Levi Keith, 7 ; 1 65 
“* Nathan  hitican, stone for Rolling- mill Baril 15 00 


$73 31 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Paid Theophilus R, Marvin, printing Selectmen’s 
and School Committee’s Report for 1853, $37 78 


*« George Finney, Selectmen’s blanks, . ‘ 3 50 

‘¢ Hector O. A. Orr, for postage, . 64 

*¢ FEayrs & Fairbanks, Assessor’s Hie } 6 40 
Wright & Hasty, printing Report in relation 

to the establishment of a High school, . 15 25 

$63 57 


Clearing the Road of Snow. 


Paid one hundred and sixty-seven persons for 
shoveling snow, : ‘ : . $294 42 


Land taken for Location of Town Way. 


Paid Jacob A. Rogers, for land and fencing on the 
town way, over the forge pond, ; . $25 00 
‘¢ Marcus Robinson, do. do. : 2 00 


£27 00 
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TOWN OFFICERS AND TOWN COMMITTEES. 


Paid John Reed, services on Committee on Dr. 


Millitt’s road, 


Waldo Hayward, services on Committee on 
Dr. Millitt’s road, 

Welcome Young, Committee in relation to 
High School, } : ; 

Asa Millitt, Committee in relation to High 
School, ‘, : ; 

Nathan Whitman, Committee in relation to 
High School, " : A ; 

Rufus A. Littlefield, Committee in relation to 
High School, 

Simeon Curtis, Committee in relation to High 
School, 

Baalis Sanford, services as School Committee, 
and in relation to High School, 

Rufus A. Littlefield, services as School Com- 
mittee, «*. ; ; - 

David Howard, services as School Com- 
mittee, ) : : ‘ , 

Joseph Chamberlin, Committee on Roads 
and Surveying, 

Judah B. Keene, services as Sexton, 

Martin Whiting, cash paid on Dr. Millitt’s 
case, ; : } 

Benjamin W. Harris, recording births and 
deaths, 

Benjamin W. Harris, services as Treasurer, 

Zebina Johnson, services as Constable, 


&1 00 


1 00 


10 00 
58 00 


12 66 


23 40 
25 00 
9 80 


$244 70 
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ABATEMENT OF TAXES AND FEES TO 


COLLECTOR. 

Paid Bartlett R. Alden, for Abatement on ‘Taxes 
for 1852, . , . $46 05 

‘Martin Whiting, for Abatalnalt on Taxes 
for 1850, . ; 8 94 

** Martin Whiting, for Atnesemaaee on Taxes 
for 1851, . ca j 73 25 

“ Bartlett R, Alden, oe ieuediiie Tax for 
1852, : ; ; i ; 55 30 
$183 54 


The Town is indebted as follows :— 


Note and Interest to Isaac Pratt, . : : . $175 28 
Note and Interest to Simeon Curtis, . 5 : 58 42 
Due the School Districts, . oe 24t 08 
‘© Martin Whiting, Gitididins Tax for 1953, 83 91 
*¢ Francis Cary, for Road Scraper, . , 25 00 
‘ Nathan Whitman, for building Road and 
Bridge, when the same are completed, _.. 168 00 
Orders outstanding, . ; : abe’ 7 816 60 
Unsettled Accounts of the Stormer : : 216 00 
$1,784 26 
Available Means of the Town to pay the above :— 
Cash in the hands of the Treasurer, _. é . $64 90 
Due from the Collectors, : : ds 12,108: 27 
* from the Commonwealth, for a of State 
Paupers, . ; ‘ ‘ ‘ : ‘ 50 00 
: $2,273 17 
Amount of Debt, ; , ’ . Ly 784 26 


——- 


Balance in favor of the Town, . : . $488 91 


16 
RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 


Paid for Schooling, : : i . $1,445 47 
‘t for Support of the Poor at mt a house, 284 78 
‘* for Support of the Poor out of the House, . 71 50 
‘¢ for Building new Roads, _ . : ‘ ‘ 989 77 
‘¢ for Repairing Roads, by Surveyors of High- 

ways, 4 » ply LBY 61 
‘* for Repairing and IG rayeline ais, fs order 
of Selectmen, . ; A430 02 
“for Gravel and Stone for Boats and Brides 73 31 
‘‘ for Incidental Expenses, 63 57 
‘* for Abatement of Taxes and pe e Col- 
lector, ‘ 4 ; : : : 183 54 
‘¢ for Removing Bows ; ¢ ; 294 42 
‘for Town Officers and Town Pomateets 244 70 
‘© for Land Damages for Town Way, . : 27 00 
$5,265 69 
Respectfully submitted, 
ISAAC PRATT, SELECTMEN 
SIMEON CURTIS, OF 


MARTIN WHITING,  ) East Bripcewater. 
March 10th, 1854. 
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TOWN OF EAST BRIDGEWATER, 


To J. W. Jenkins, 


Dr. 
1854. 
March 1. To Cash paid for Mdse. 
for 6 mos. - - 188 30 
“ Commission for 6 mos. 25 00 
‘¢ Cash on hand as Mdse. 20. a1 
Cr. 
‘‘ 1. By Cash received for Sales 
of Mdse. for 6 mos. - 236 67 


a SS 


“ 6 Amount of Stock on hand 


in Spirits, - - 77 00 
“ Bills, ~ - 13 10 
* Casks, - - 5 50 
‘ Faucetts and 
Measures, - 4 00 
‘*¢ Cash, “Se 29 55 
Town owe for Stock, - 91 80 
Balance in favor of the 
Town, - - - ot 35 


4236 67 


&236 67 


$129 15 


#129 15 


J. W. JENKINS, Acenr. 
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MARRIAGES IN EAST BRIDGEWATER, 


No. Date. 

1 Jan. 20. 
RS 28. 
3 Feb.. | 6. 
as (2 
5 March. 3. 
6 May 16. 
7 June i. 
5 2 
ee 4 
eee fi 
js ed a 
cP 2S 
13 July 12 
Oe. Le 
15 Sept. 8 
ia 1S 
17 Oct. 20 
18 (7). 26 
| A 2 
20 Nov. 3 
1 Li 
a Al 


The number of Births in East Bridgewater during the 


During the Year 1853. 


Names and Surnames of Groom and Bride. 


John R Brown, Catherine H. Blake. 
Benjamin L. Hunt, Othelia K. Soule. 
Edward Kinney, Elizabeth Casey. 
Timothy Sullivan, Ellen Sheridan. 
George L. Dunbar, Dorcas A. Churchill. 
Selden Washburn, Laura S. Whitman. 
Edmund Bird, Margaret Andrews. 


. Luther W. Clarke, Mary C. Thacher. 

. Elijah S. Bird, Sarah H. Cogshaill. 

. Thomas Drake, Mehitable P. Brown. 

. Willard Johnson, Mary 'T. Keith. 

. James G. Johnson, Sarah J. Stewart. 

. Calvin Porter, Mary E. Cook. 

. Adoniram J. Mason, Mary W. Heath. 

. Francis McLaughlin, Ellen L. Jordan. 

. Lorenzo D. Munroe, Caroline M. Loring. 
. Morton D. Barrell, Ellen J. Clarke. 

. Charles Griggs, Mehitable W. Gurney. 

. Josephus L. Freeman, Finette E. Kimball. 
. Luther Hatch, Abby Bouldry. 


Tobias Ham, Hannah Randall. 
Melville F. Rice, Martha B. Graves. 


year 1853, was 92, 


B. W. HARRIS, Town Clerk. 


No. Date. 

1 Feb. 3. 
2 me 21 4, 
Se LD. 
aia CRs Rak 
Bie: 28s 
6 March 4. 
AAT a 6 
8 €¢ 9 
9 ¢¢ 13 
19 ** aiel6 
Be Ose. eee 
Pa aa | | 
13 April 16 
14 June 13 
1. oe 
Bap ae! Oh ote 
Ay ouly |. 6 
) Ks avapaaeies ke 
Pee So 
3 A Sora 8 
Pe ae 
2 AN ae 
23 Aug, ' 1 
a | es A 
A 8 
2) et emia fy 
RRA | 3 
fou Oe 
5! Dies ney 
3 ti ae 
“4 WRN are Aw 
32 Sept. 8 
oot. 8 
ace 8 
Bos in 9 
0 amelie © 5. 
Yee aes b 
BB shen Ae 
BR oe th Tea) 
a ae | 
CORR Bes 
ty 6° Bd 


DEATHS IN EAST BRIDGEWATER, 
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During the Year 1853. 


Name and Surname of the Deceased. 


Ruth J. Jenkins, 
Sarah Hatch, 
Jennette Whitman, 
Phidelma Otis, 
Melinda Allen, 
Hercules Hatch, 


. Joshua Reed, . 

. Hannah Litchfield, 

. Sarah Delano, 

. Alonzo 'T’. Hathaway, 
. Polly Richards, 

. Frederick Keith, 

. Sam Alden, 

. Samuel P. French, 

. Charles Lyon, 

. Betsy Leach, . 

. Jacob Bates, 

Rp a i Ty 9 ee 

. Deborah Packard, 

. Alvin Fisher, . 

. Edwin Stilwell, 

. Edward F. Whitmarsh, . 
. Nahum Mitchell, : 
. Celia Pratt, . 

- Infant Son of S.C. Hathaway, J Tee 
. Hannah eh git 

. Lucius Reed, F 

. Galen Orcutt, . : 

. Susan M. Keith, 

. Jeremiah Lee, 

. Betsy Sanford, 

. Bela B. Reynolds, . 

. Mercy Wade, . ; 

. Pauline F. A. Wiggin, 
. Sidney Jackson, 

. Cyrus W. Thrasher, 

. Sarah J. Griffin, 

. Sarah KE. Griffin, 

. Mary Forrest, 

. A. C. Foster, . 

. Horace C. Edson, . 

. Cyrus O. Miller, 


Years. Months. Days. 


6 


Ot Ov 


CO = 


11 


r= Ot CO 


14 


24 


. 21. Joseph Thacher, 


29, Calvin 'T’. Hatch, 

30. Abigail Whiting, 

'8. Lewis F. Trow,  . 

29, Lourana Whitmarsh, 
7. Abigail Turner, 

19. Josephus Pease, 


96 i. 
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86 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


OF THE 


TOWN OF EAST BRIDGEW ATER, 


FOR THE YEAR 1853—54. 


a oS 8 ot 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


PADD” 


FEeL_Ltow CITIZENS :— 


As another school year is now closing, your Committee 
present the Annual Report, required both by custom and the 
Statutes of the Commonwealth. 

Though the year was commenced under auspicious circum- 
stances, the progress of the Winter schools was more or less 
seriously interrupted for a time, by an epidemic disease,* which 
prevailed to an extent, perhaps never before experienced in 
this town, But while hundreds of children were its subjects, 
we cannot but here record it as matter for general thanksgiv- 
ing to Divine Providence, that in all, but one or two instances, 
it was prevented from proving fatal. 

That success might characterize existing means of public 
instruction so far as the evils of our present school system 
would allow, your Committee have endeavored to apply them- 
selves to the duties assigned them, according to their best 
judgment and ability. 

In our detailed account which the law requires, of the ac- 
tual state of each school under our care, we shall aim to give 
a concise view, as it appeared to us from personal examination. 


* Measles. 


26 
DISTRICT No. 1. Centre. 


Teachers, in the Sammer Term, Miss Mary A. Swirr—in 
the Winter, Mr. Wittiam P. Duncan. This was Miss Swirt’s 
first effort in a public school. ‘The few scholars who regular- 
ly attended her instruction, exhibited decent improvement and 
order. But more experience and sober study will probably 
give her more accuracy in teaching, and prepare her for more 
well-directed effort in training the youthful mind. It is an oc- 
casion of regret that the attendance in this school is extremely 
irregular. ‘The whole number this term was fifty-two, at the 
closing examination, only nineteen. 

The features of the school in Winter, under Mr. Duncan, 
the Committee hoped would assume a brighter aspect. And 
at the opening examination, his apparent energy and proced- 
ure, gave promise that he would bring the school up to a bet- 
ter condition. But his efforts were rather unsuccessful. The 
school seemed to have but a feeble existence. It dwindled, 
till on the day appointed by the instructor for the final exami- 
nation, it was found by the Committee to be already extinct. 
The fire in the stove had not entirely gone out, but neither 
the teacher nor any of his pupils were present. One reason of 
this state of things, perhaps a principal one, was, temporary 
sickness of a portion of the scholars. Another was inclement 
weather. But how much of the want of success is owing to 
these causes, it is difficult for us precisely to determine. It is 
evident that either influences in school, or want of sufficient 
interest and co-operation among parents without, or both com- 
bined, had at least something to do, with the irregular attend- 
ance, or rather, non-attendance and falling away of this 
school. 


DISTRICT No. 2. Brack Broox. 


This school was taught, Summer and Winter terms, by Miss 
Mary J. Eustis, under whose faithful supervision it made 
such good improvement the previous year. If with some of 
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the scholars, she has not been equally successful the present 
year, we are not aware that it is owing to any lack of effort 
or fidelity on her part. Her schools were marked with quiet 
order, and general improvement in reading, recitations, and 
writings. 


DISTRICT No. 3. Beaver. 


This school, in Summer, was taught by Miss Louisa. M. 
Morton, assisted by Miss Hannay S. Barrett. The disci- 
pline of the school, for which Miss Morton was chiefly respon- 
sible, was quite effective and satisfactory. And in the 
department of instruction, her efforts have been as thorough 
and successful as could have been expected in so largea 
school. Specimens in the various branches were exhibited, 
with unusual distinctness of articulation. 

The Winter term was taught by Mr. Ivory W. R. Marssz, 
of Dartmouth college, assisted. by Miss Mary Susepuerp 
Wuitman. Good improvement was manifest in all the 
studies pursued. The First Class in Arithmetic wrought out 
examples with accuracy and precision, evincing a correct 
knowledge of the principles of the science. ‘They exhibited 
also, in reading and spelling, a high degree of excellence, and 
in English Grammar, sustained a good examination. Mr. 
Mars is thorough and exact in his system of instruction — 
mild, yet firm in his mode of government, possessing a happy 
faculty of gaining the confidence and love of his pupils. 

The assistants for the year, in the instruction of .the 
smaller children, exhibited each a good degree of zeal and in- 
dustry, and also success, considering the small dimensions of 
the entry or closet into which their classes were gathered. 
This house has no accommodations for two teachers. ‘The 
present plan necessarily produces friction and confusion. The 
‘comfort, success and improvement of all concerned, would 
dubtless be far greater under an arrangement adapted to 
the end. 
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DISTRICT No. 4. Joppa. 


This large school in Summer was placed under the charge 
of Miss Martua J. Detano, assisted by Miss Betuian Ho1- 
BROOK. ‘T'his school, when she entered it, had been for two 
years under excellent tuition, and was in good condition. 
This, in one sense, offered a great advantage, and in another 
respect, presented to an ordinary teacher a disadvantage. It 
required considerable talent to sustain its advanced condition, 
or even to prevent its falling back. ‘The kindness, industry, 
and well meant efforts of the teacher were noticed with satis- 
faction by the Committee; and there was some improvement 
and order; but a moie efficient discipline and mode of teach- 
ing were desirable, and would have made the results of the 
school more commendable. 

The Winter Term was taught by Mr. Seta Lirrierietp, 
who labored industriously to improve the state of the school, 
and with as good a degree of success, as could have been ex- 
pected with an average attendance of sixty-eight scholars. 
The order was fair for so large a number, and recitations 
evinced an interested attention. The District generously con- 
tributed to lengthen the school one month, but owing to the 
illness of the teacher, and that of many of the scholars, it 
was suspended for five weeks, after which it exhibited a great 
diminution in number, but not, so far as we are aware, on ac- 
count of any disaffection toward the teacher. The twenty- 
three pupils present at the closing examination, appeared with 
credit. 

What we said of the school-house in No. 3, is equally ap- 
plicable to that in No. 4. The school when together, is amply 
large for two teachers; but the house is furnished for only 
one department, and it is impossible for two teachers to suc- 
ceed near as well with their scholars intermingled, and one re- 
sponsible for the discipline of the whole. 


DISTRICT No. 5. Nortuvitue. 


Teachers in the Summer Term, Miss Assy W. Hersey, in 
the Winter, Mr. Marx Davis, of Dartmouth college. 
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Miss Hersey appeared to labor assiduously for the advance- 
ment of her pupils, but her success did not seem commensu- 
rate with her efforts. ‘Though some recited in a manner that 
entitled them to credit, we believe the school as a whole did 
not make much progress; we fear, that, in spelling, it made 
none. 

Mr. Davis in the Winter school, engaged in his work with 
an enthusiasm and efficiency that made dullness itself wake 
up, and keep awake. He is a strict disciplinarian, reducing 
chaotic elements to exact order, and leaving a pungent im- 
pression on all truant minds, that they must learn their lessons. 
At the same time, his manner of teaching is quite thorough. 
As the result, there appeared at the closing examination, 
among the classes in general, animated recitations, and good 
improvement —notwithstanding the prejudice which one or 
two individuals in the District had endeavored to excite 
against the teacher. 

If the teachers selected by the Prudential Committees, and 
approbated by the Superintending Committees, are not sup- 
ported in their station by the parents, we had better disband 
our schools at once. 

Under the present system, it is difficult to obtain the most 
competent teachers. But such as they are, when properly in- 
troduced, let them be sustained by the courtesy and co-opera- 
tion of the District; above all, let them be protected from the 
intrigues of seditious individuals. Without such aids, the 
best teacher may fail in his work, and with them an ordinary 
one may have good success. 


DISTRICT No. 6. Satuckett. 


This school in the Summer was taught by Miss Jane B. 
Leavitt. ‘Though possessed of respectable literary qualifica- 
tions, yet a marked want of efficiency in discipline, was fatal 
to good order and decorum. As one of the consequences, lit- 
tle interest and progress in study were manifest. Owing to 
a mistake somewhere, the Committee were not notified of the 
close of the school. 

3* 
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The Winter Term was taught, for the third time, by Mr. SeTu 
LirtLerietp, with prosperity and profit. The good attend- 
ance during the term evinced commendable interest on the 
part of the scholars and their parents; and the results at the 
closing examination, in respect to progress and order, were 
satisfactory to the Committee, and as we believe, to the goodly 
number of visitors present. 


DISTRICT No. 7. West Crook. 


This school in Summer was taught by Miss Mary E. Batss, 
and with very commendable success. ‘The order was almost 
perfect; and all the classes exhibited a marked degree of im- 
provement. farely has a first effort in a public school been 
so successful and satisfactory. 

Of the Winter school under Mr. Rurus A. Lirrierrietp, one 
of the Committee, it does not become us, perhaps, here, to 
state all the excellences that truth might warrant. 

We simply refer to the judgment of the Districts in town in 
which Mr. L. has taught, (in some of them repeatedly) and 


where his experience and success, as a teacher, are well 
known. 


DISTRICT No. 8. J. A. Rocers. 


The Summer Term was kept by Miss Lucta Harris, who in 
many respects succeeded well. ‘The school at the beginning 
was quite large, and good order with difficulty maintained, 
but the general appearance and advancement of the school, 
nevertheless, deserves to be reported favorably. 

The Winter Term was taught by Mr. Rurus A. Lirrierierp, 
a member of the Committee, to whose services in No. 7, allu- 
sion was made above. ~ 


DISTRICT No. 9. A. Barrett. 


This school in the Summer was under the tuition of Miss 
Otive W. Gannetr, who was not wanting in qualifications, 
experience, or patient attention to her work. She found it 
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difficult to secure as good a degree of order as was desirable, 
owing chiefly perhaps, to the crowded state of the school, and 
the inconveniences of the room. On visiting this school at 
the close, it was found, that, while the higher classes appear- 
ed quite well, those in the elementary branches, had made but 
little advance. 

The Winter Term in this school was entrusted to Miss Eiza- 
BETH G. Leacu— this being the third time of her teaching it. 
At the opening examination there were sixty-five scholars 
crowded together, three at a desk that was not fit for one, and 
where to have guided a pen right was next to impossible. 
The school has met with impediments from various quarters. 
It was suspended for weeks, by sickness of the teacher, and 
the illness of many of the scholars rendered their attendance 
inconstant. She is zealous, faithful, persevering, well quali- 
fied by long experience, and has kept the school as well and 
successfully, perhaps, as would any other female in present 
circumstances. ‘The exercises at the close appeared with 
credit; but a large school in an unsightly, dilapidated build- 
ing for which it has not the least reverence, is not easily gov- 
erned or improved. 

Until this school shall receive the benefits of the graded 
system and of better accommodations, the Committee recom- 
mend that a male teacher, the best that can be obtained, be 
employed, in the winter term. 


DISTRICT NO. 10.—Wuee er. 


Teacher for Summer and Winter Terms, Miss Mary FE. 
Sprincer. ‘This District did well in employing and sustaining 
a teacher who was well tried and highly approved. She has 
much zeal, aptness to teach, and perseverance, aiming at 
thoroughness and accuracy in all the branches, in preference 
to superficial display. The exercises at the close were marked 
with great promptness and interest, and showed a decided im- 
provement on the previous year. The average attendance 
was remarkable, being a fraction over twenty-two, out of 
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twenty-four. We can readily recommend Miss Springer as a 
teacher of the first class, and should be glad to see her em- 
ployed again in this District, or in some other in town, having 
a larger number of children. 


With this account of the present state of our public schools, 
allow us to submit to your consideration a few suggestions in 
regard to their higher efficiency and progress in the future. 

We feel convinced that one of the radical evils in our pre- 
sent school system, (if system it may be called that is of a 
very mixed character,) arises from its grouping together for 
instruction, children of all ages. Careful consideration, as 
well as every visit to the schools, has shown us that a GRADED 
sysTEeM, based on the ages and qualifications of the scholars, 
would be an incalculable advantage, especially in the more 
densely populated sections of the town. In many of our 
schools the elementary branches of study are too much neglec- 
ted. And asa thorough knowledge of these is necessary to 
success in higher studies—as the little learners are of an age 
when the springs of the mind, being properly touched, will aid 
its growth in all the future, the evils of such neglect are not 
easily measured. But under the present system there is no 
remedy for it. Is it strange that the teacher in our large and 
commingled schools, finding that he has to divide his time be- 
tween scholars of all ages from five to twenty, and has buta 
moment or two to devote to each, is naturally tempted to give 
the chief of his attention to a few of the advanced classes, who 
may most readily show to the Committee that he has done a 
little something? Or if now and then one resists the tempta- 
tion, and resolves to be thorough with the smaller children, 
then the older ones are idle, or regard the school as worthless, 
on account of the little time the teacher can devote to them. 
What we most and immediately need, is a graduating system 
that shall provide schools for each of these classes of children. 
This would produce that classification among those of similar 
ages and acquirements, that would allow of a teacher’s be- 
stowing the effort upon each, which would ensurea far greater 
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progress, in a less length of time. ‘This system has been 
adopted in all our large towns within a few years with most 
satisfactory success. And every year it is receiving increased 
patronage, and exhibiting more largely its superior benefits. 

But what is to be done to bring about this change? It ap- 
pears tous that the establishment and support of a High School 
_ would go far towards effecting the end the graded system has 
in view. Especially would this be true, if the plan should be 
adopted which proposes to locate a High School in four differ- 
ent sections of the town; thus giving equal advantages to all 
the children for obtaining a thorough English education. This 
would materially relieve the schools, especially the larger ones, 
of the evil which has been mentioned arising from the great 
diversity of classes. 

Our earnest conviction is, that the time is fully come for the 
establishment of such schools, to which all of suitable qualifi- 
cations may have free access. And we have reason to believe 
that a large number of the citizens coincide with us in this 
opinion. Butif a majority of the town shall decide against 
such a provision, we recommend to the Districts, whose situa- 
tion and numbers most need, and will best admit of the grad- 
ed system, to take measures for adopting it without delay. In 
Districts No. 8, No. 4, No. 3, and No. 9, separate and suitable 
apartments for two grades, with an appropriate teacher for 
each, are urgently called for; and every year the demand is 
increasing, with the increase of population. 

Another thing in our judgment necessary to the highest 
efficiency of our schools, is such an alteration of the present 
District system as shall bring them under the immediate care 
of the town, to be administered by it in its corporate capacity. 
While then, by legal requirements, and, perhaps, moral obli- 
gations, still weightier, we are bound to take action, and do it 
soon, for the establishment and maintenance of a high school 
system, let us take into consideration the whole subject of 
public. education, and see what alterations are necessary for 
the better management and profit of all the schools. 

The duty of maintaining schools for the equal benefit of all 
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the children, devolves, primarily, on the town: and the more 
immediately the town is connected with its own schools, the 
more effectually can this duty be performed. The plan of 
taxing all the inhabitants for the support of schools, and then 
placing between the town and the schools a dozen corporations, 
having agents irresponsible to the town in those matters on 
which the prosperity of the schools most essentially depends, 
seems to us to be complex and essentially defective. 

We know it is not easy to depart from old customs estab- 
lished by our forefathers. But it is no disrespect to their wis- 
dom to suppose that they could not foresee what would be best 
for all the future; or to believe that a system is not to be con- 
tinued under any change of circumstances, simply because it 
had fewer evils, and even worked well for a time, when the 
towns were but sparsely settled. Surely, in this age of im- 
provements, the idea of arranging and sustaining our schools 
on an improved plan, is no disparagement to those who have 
gone before us. A considerable number of towns in the Com- 
monwealth have made the experiment of arranging the schools 
without regard to territorial lines, under the immediate super- 
vision of the town. And not one has gone back to the old 
method. 

The advantages of the new system of gradation proposed, 
administered directly by the town, and which we submit for 
consideration, we believe to be such as these :— 


1. It will secure teachers better qualified, and if successful, 
more permanent. 


2. It will give a more equitable division of the school money 
and school advantages. Equal privileges cannot be enjoyed 
under the present system. 'The advantages of not a few chil- 
dren are often not half so great as those of others not far dis- 
tant. This is palpable injustice in the use of funds sacredly 
designed for the equal benefit of all. The plan of graded 
schools under the direct administration of the town, would give 
the greatest equality in the amount of schooling to all the cliil- 
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dren. It would equalize the expense of supporting the schools 
and of building suitable school-houses, and keeping them in 
repair. Every section of the town would claim an appropri- 
ate and well-furnished school-house, and the claim would be 
promptly met, without the delays and heated debates of 
numerous district meetings. 


3. It would be a saving of expense, by producing more 
equality in the number of scholars in each school; and in 
some cases, diminishing the number of schools. 

Longer, as well as better, schools, also, would be kept, with 
the same money that is now paid for instruction in the ‘town. 
Much of the money now appropriated is wasted upon the pro- 
miscuous and heterogeneous masses that are brought together 
in our schools. The district system compels us to pay as 
much to support a school of twenty as of fifty; and as much 
to teach the youngest as the oldest scholars. Who can say 
that this is money prudently expended? Under the graded 
system it would be different. It would bring the schools in 
the lower department under the tuition of females, in winter 
as well as summer, with one half the expense of male 
teachers. 

And the system that brings younger scholars under the 
charge of female instructors, confessedly better adapted to 
draw out their minds and mould their characters than the 
sterner sex, and which places the older and more advanced 
scholars under the requisite tuition and control of males, away 
from the confusion and noise ever attending a large group of 
small children, must evidently greatly promote the discipline 
of schools, and consequently their far higher progress and 
efficiency. 


4, It would furnish a powerful stimulus, constantly operat- 
ing upon scholars in a lower grade, to make that advance and 
proficiency that shall qualify them to enter the higher 
schools. 
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These suggestions, on which our limits forbid us to enlarge, 
we respectfully commend to the candid consideration of the 
citizens; confident that whatever may now be their opinion 
concerning them, a little reflection and inquiry will show to 
every intelligent mind so many superior advantages to be de- 
rived from carrying out the proposed measure, that it will be 
regarded as the surest pledge of making our schools what 
they ought to be—the monument of highest honor to the town, 
and a blessing to all future generations. 


BAALIS SANFORD, 
° DAVID HOWARD, 
RUFUS A. LITTLEFIELD, 
: Scuoot ComMITTEE. 
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


Tue Selectmen of the Town of East BripcewaTerR 
submit the following Report of the Receipts and 
Expenditures of said town, for the year ending March 
1, 1855. 


EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLING, FOR 1854-5. 


The town raised for Schools, $2,000; drawn from the 
State school fund, §139,—making the whole amount 
appropriated for schooling, $2,139; which sum, after 
paying out $24 45 for schooling in North Bridgewater 
and Hanson, was equally divided between ten districts, 
as follows: 


District No. 1.—Martin Sumner, Prudential Committee. 


Proportion of money, : ; : $211 45 
Balance due from last year, . d : 44 21 
$255 66 
Paid B. F. Ellis, for board, ; . 48 54 
«© Lavinia Hatch, for teaching, . . 39 00 
«Asa Millet, for board, : on, Ge LO 
« Rufus A. Littlefield, for teaching, 130 00 
Balance due from the treasury, . .  LogSE 


$255 66 


A, 


District No. 2.—A.tpen Wasusurn, Prud. Com. 


Proportion of money, : ‘ $211 45 
Paid John R. Smith, for Shane Peed OU 
‘¢ Abram Everson, for board, . - 26 00 
« Elbridge G. Lyon, for wood, . 4850 
«* Hannah Kingman, for teaching, . 60 00 
«© Alden Washburn, for cutting wood, . 1 89 
Balance due from the treasury, . . 21 56 

$211 45 


District No. 3.—Gerorce W. Barret, Prud. Com. 


Proportion of money, ; : $211 45 
Paid Harriet A. Blake, for i hain . 49 50 
«¢ Hannah S. Barrell, é . 32 50 
«© Waldo Hayward, for board, F . 26 00 
Balance due from the treasury, . .107 45 
$211 45 


District No. 4.—Samuet Luzarvor, Prud. Com. 


Proportion of money, : : ; $211 45 
Balance due from last year, . 3 : 7 32 
$218 77 
Paid Levi B. Parker, for contingent ex- 
penses, . . 7 36 
«Louisa M. Morton, for Paes, . 88 00 
«* Hannah M. Keene, “e . T1700 
«© Samuel Luzardor, for board, . . 23 00 
« Francis Cary, 6 : . 26 00 
221 36 
Overdrawn, ; ‘ . 2 59 


$218 77 
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District No. 5.—Timotuy L. Drake, Prud. Com. 


Proportion of money, : 
. 64 00 


Paid Maria L. Porter, for teachin, 
« Timothy L. Drake, for board, Sy be: 00 
« Seth Littlefield, for teaching, . 82 50 
«¢ Alfred Brown, for board, . 21.90 
«¢ Nahum Bates, for wood, . 10 50 
« Timothy L. Drake, for incidental ex- 
penses, : é 22 Oe 
Overdrawn last year, : ; ~. 4956 
Balance due from the treasury, 5 29 


$211 45 


$211 45 


District No. 6.—Evias Latuam, Prud. Com. 


Proportion of money, : 
Balance due from last year, . 


Paid Seth Littlefield, for teaching, 


. 58 20 

« Robert C. Keith, for incidental ex- 
penses, . . 3 60 
‘© Eliab Latham, for vad fecha - 211 00 
Balance due from the treasury, . : 45 


$211 45 
61 80 


$273 25 


° 


$273 25 


District No. 7.—Totman Frencu, Prud. Com. 


Proportion of money, 
Balance due from last year, 


Paid Mary Goddard, for teaching, . 57 00 
«© Tolman French, for board, . 39 16 
Balance due from the treasury, .116 12 


$211 45 
83 


$212 28 


$212 28 
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District No. 8.—Joun Evustes, Prud. Com. 


Proportion of money, ; . : $211 45 
Balance due from last year, . : ; 22 04 
$235 49 
Paid Mary J. Eustes, for teaching, body UU 
« William B. Woodruff, incidentals, . 6 26 
Balance due from the treasury, . . 180 23 
$235 49 


District No. 9.—Wituram R. Hatuaway, Prud. Com. 


Proportion of money, . : : $211 45 
Balance due from last year, . : : 96 69 
$308 14 
Paid Elizabeth Leach, for teaching, . 52 80 
«© Lewis Rider, for board, ; f 12-60 
.  Tjucia Harris, for teaching, . . 65 00 
Balance due from the treasury, . . 187 84 
$308 14 


District No. 10.—WapswortH Puituprs, Prud. Com. 


Proportion of money, ; : : $211 45 

Balance due from last year, . : ; 4 30 

3 | $215 75 
Paid Abigail Hearsey, for teaching, - 88 00 
«© Wadsworth Phillips, for wood, ~~ 8 25 
Balance due from the treasury, . ~ 11D cao 

$215 75 


Cyrus Monrog, Jr. anp Wituram Harcn. 
Proportion of money, ; , : $16 30 
Paid for teaching in Hanson, : ° 16 30 
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Orno Haywarp AND OTHERS. 


Proportion of money, 
Balance due from last year, . 


Paid for teaching in North Bridgewater, . 1 86 
Balance due from the treasury, . . sO LO 


EXPENSES OF THE ALMS-HOUSE, 


From March ist, 1854, to March 1st, 1855. 


Said house is charged with the amount of provisions, hay, 
stock, household furniture, farming tools, wood and manure on 


hand, as appraised, March Ist, 1854. 


Provisions, 
Hay, 

Stock, 
Furniture, | 
Farming tools, 
Wood, 


Manure, 


Said house is also charged with the following 
sums paid by the Warden for provisions, &c. 


Paid for grain and flour, 
” sugar, tea and molasses, 
« crackers, cheese and milk, 
«fish and meat, 
« salt and saleratus, ; i 
** raisins and spice, 
«© soap, fluid and matches, 
« earthen, tin and glass -ware, 
« wooden ware, 


92 00 
210 00 


394 
125 
150 

4] 
100 


ma © © 


ret ee Hr 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


$1,112 00 


95 
20 
48 
29 
86 
23 
1] 
50 
84 
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Paid for farming tools and new cart, . , 47 51 
« clothing and cloth, . ‘ : 5 74 
«one cask of plaster, . . 4 1 80 
«« grinding corn, 5 ; 63 
ou Sait hay. : : : d 10 00 
«‘ grate for stove, ; : : 50 
«© _ garden seeds, : 3 20 
«© making cider, : : : bat 
‘snuff, : , ah : 24 
“calf, 4 ; : : 1 00 
“« potatoes, ; : : : 1 28 
pen wcr, ; : ‘ ; 12 
“¢ paper and ink, , ‘ 33 
«© labor on the farm, . : : 96 69 
«© blacksmith work, ; ! : 17 33 
«¢ warden, service one year, : 200 00 
«© Dr. Orr, medical attendance, . ; 25 00 

$1,854 99 


Said house is credited with the amount of produce sold off the 
farm, and for labor of warden with the team for work done off 
the farm. 


Cash for calf sold, . . ‘ : 4 00 
<< pork and beef, 4 ; ; 56 77 
«butter and eggs, ’ : ‘ 16 27 
« fowl, 4 ; ; i 1 82 
« hay and grass standing + ghia 91 40 
« —_pasturing cattle, . : ‘ 8 83 
re)* lard, ; y , A 8 00 
« hide, ; ; Sia ens 3 30 
«sin exchange of cow, . ' ; 10 00 
«cheese, : ; : ‘ 1 63 
* apples, ene ws , ‘ 4 00 
«boards, ; . ; ‘ 7 36 
«¢ pine wood, . é ; 7 4 50 
«old iron, , ; ; ; 1 06 


« team work, . : ‘ ; 111 76 


Cash for horse and wagon, : : 10 17 
« ~~ use of bull, . ; : : 20 25 
Cash of S. C. Hathaway, ; ; ‘ 5 60 
$ 366 72 


Said house is also credited with the amount of provisions, hay, 
stock, furniture, farming tools, wood and manure now on hand, 


as appraised, March Ist, 1855. , 
Provisions, . ‘ : : ; 109 70 


Stock, ; : : ; 399 00 
Hay, : : . : 128 00 
Furniture and ne tools, . : ; 285 00 
Wood, ; : : ; : 20 00 
Manure, : : : 4 . 100 00 
$1,041 70 

366 72 

$1,408 42 

Balance against the house, .. : 446 57 
$1,854 99 


The warden has paid out for grain, flour, 
groceries, farming tools, furniture, cloth- 
ing, &c., f $747 61 
He has received from niles of prdute e 
the farm, and labor of warden with team 
for work done off the farm, : . $366 72 
He has also received cash from the treasurer 
for expense of the house, including ward- 
en’s services and Dr. Orr’s bill, . i). 080) 89 
$747 61 


There are also bills uncollected in favor of 
the town, returned by warden, amount- 


ing to. ‘ : : 21 12 

He is also credited for work on road with 
team, : . % : 3 15 00 
$42 72 
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EXPENSE OF THE POOR OUT OF THE ALMSHOUSE. 
Paid Edward W. Irish, for support of Timothy Raidan, $7 00 


«© Lyman Osgood, “ Albert Knight, 82 25 
« Zenas Harden, as Caroline Gannett, 18 00 
‘ ‘Town of Danvers, se Mary Keene, 10 00 
« ‘Timothy Mitchell, “e Susannah Mitchell, 10 25 
«© Deborah Bates, “6 her children, 52 00 

$179 50 


BUILDING ROADS BY ORDER OF COUNTY COM- 


MISSIONERS. 
Paid Calvin Chamberlain, building road near Mr. Curtin’s, $143 58 
« Elbridge G. Lyon, 2 60 03 
“ Cobin 8S. Whitman, “6 sé 86 43 


$290 04 


BUILDING ROAD AND BRIDGE FROM THE VILLAGE 
LO JOPPA ROAD. 


Paid Almon and Henry Gurney, for building road 


and stone work for bridge, : $645 98 

«© James Brown, in part pay for building road, . 124 20 

« Samuel G. Alden, timber for bridge, : 195 50 

« George B. Standish, plank “ 83 95 
‘© Bartlett R. Alden, labor, and bolts and sid 

for bridge, : : 89 21 

«© Samuel G. Alden, labor on Hs pride: } 6 25 

$1,145 07 


, LUMBER FOR BRIDGES. 
Paid George B. Standish & Co. for plank for bridge 


at the rollmg-mill dam, . $41 90 
“ George B. Standish & Co., plank ne r bridge 
near Simeon Curtis’s, ‘ : 49 28 


11 
REPAIRING JOPPA HILL. 


Paid Leonard Hill, for labor, . ) F $79 63 
« Bela Hill, 66 . : : 25 26 
« Greenough Wood, “ T 25 
my Arana’): Ford; )« 2 00 
« Nathan TI’. Snell, «“ : . 1 25 
« Seth Bryant, as , ; 3 98 

$119 37 


ee 


AMOUNT EXPENDED IN REPAIRING THE DAM AT 
THE ROLLING-MILLI. 


For labor and stone, f . ; ; $197 OF 


AMOUNT EXPENDED IN REPAIRING ALL OTHER 
ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid one hundred and thirteen persons for work on 


roads and bridges, : ; : . $1,040 31 


GRAVEL AND STONE FOR ROADS. 


Paid Abner L. Alden, for gravel, : $2 00 
«Aaron Hobart, Jr.,  « 3 15 
« Seth Bryant, “ 1 38 
« Asa Millet, for clay, ; ; ; 1 40 
«  Zenas Sturtevant, for gravel, ; , 1 00 
« Samuel G. Alden, é ; : 4 29 
« Bartlett R. Alden, for stone, . : 19 00 
« Levi Keith, for gravel, : 9 84 
« ast Bridgewater Iron Company, for re 34 10 

$76 16 
CLEARING THE ROADS OF SNOW. 

Paid for shoveling snow in 1854, ; 36 O7 

« for shoveling snow in 1856, : : 26 46 
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EXPENSE OF BUILDING ROAD SCRAPER. 
Paid Francis Cary and others, of ; , 37 03 


EXPENSE OF BUILDING LOCK-UP. 
Paid George B. Standish & Co., for lumber and lime, 33 34 


« Bartlett R. Alden, for labor, d : 80 85 
‘¢ ‘Mitchell Hooper, for brick, . 41 40 
$155 59 


EXPENSE OF ENFORCING THE LIQUOR LAW. 
Paid Benjamin R. Robinson, : : : 24 50 


TOWN OFFICERS AND TOWN COMMITTEES. 


Paid Selectmen, services for 1853-4, and cash paid, 228 15 
«© Azor Harris, Committee in relation to High School, 2 00 
«© JTsaac Brown, Jr., “6 “ 2 00 
«“ Rufus A. Littlefield, service on School Committee, 4 00 
« Asa Millet, 6 “c “ 14°75 
«‘ Baalis Sanford, “ “c “6 3 66 
« Philo B. Wilcox, 4 6 “ 34 50 
«© Benjamin W. Harris, recording births and deaths, 25 30 
«© Benjamin W. Harris, service as ‘Treasurer, . 25 00 
« Joseph Chamberlain, service as Committee on roads, 9 75 
« Zebina Johnson, service as Constable, : 7 00 
« Bartlett R. Alden, “ Jd [ 1 50 
«© Tsaac Pratt, service as Selectman, Asus: and 

Overseer of Poor, : ; , 98 64 
«© Martin Whitney, “ * # 4 7319 
« Samuel G. Alden, “ 2) 66 “c 44 25 
« Auditors of Accounts, : 2 25 
‘© Nathaniel Porter, Committee im alehan to High 

School, ; ‘ ; 2 20 


$610 79 
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ABATEMENT OF TAXES, AND COLLECTOR’S FEES. 


Martin Whiting, abatement for 1851, . 12 92 
Bartlett R. Alden, “6 1852, : a. 2 26 

_ Martin Whiting, fe [elatigy oe : 107 00 
Martin Whiting, for collecting tax for 1850, ; 83 91 
$206 09 


EXPENSE IN THE SUIT OF LORING GOLDTHWAIT 
vs. THE TOWN OF EAST BRIDGEWATER. 


Paid Welcome Young and B. W. Harris, as counsel, 60 00 
«‘ witnesses, and making plan of road and bridge, 64 47 
$124 47 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 
Paid Wright & Hasty, printing Selectmen and School 


Comunittee’s report for 1854, . . 46 52 

— « Wright & Hasty, printing list of voters, : 13 50 
« Satucket Loan Association, for the use of safe, 2 00 
«© Hector O. A. Orr, for postage, : ; 85 
Barzillai F’. Ellis, for express, . : : 50 
$66 37 


RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 


Paid for schooling, ; : : 1,670 61 
** support of the poor, : ; : 560 39 
« building roads, . ; : ; 1,435 11 
«© lumber for bridges, é : : 3A a 
‘repairing roads and bridges, ; ’ 1,357 65 
«« gravel and stone, ; ; : 76 16 
«removing snow, ! : : 62 55 
‘© road scraper, . ; ; : 37 03 
“lock-up, : : P ae 155 59 
‘* town officers and committees, : ; 610 79 


«© remittance of taxes and fees to collector, . 206 09 
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Paid for expense of the suit in the horse case, 
« enforcing the liquor law, 
«¢ incidental expenses, 


The Town ts indebted as follows : 


124 47 
24 50 
66 37 


a ee 


$6,478 47 


Note and interest to Isaac Pratt, 185 79 
se “to Simeon Cutis, 61 92 
To Nathan Whitman, for building road and sae 
when the same are completed, 168 00 
«© James Brown, for building road, when cBtipletet 144 20 
« Martin Whiting, for collecting taxes for 1854, 106 13 
«* due the several school districts, 100 cot 
“ orders outstanding, 2,978 0d 
$4,353 46 


——— 


Available means of the Town to pay the above : 


Cash in*the hands of the Treasurer, 
« due from the Collectors, 


Balance against the town, 


Respectfully submitted, 


ISA AG ha UT, 
MARTIN WHITING, 
SAMUEL G. ALDEN, 


March 1, 1855. 


40 60 
4,266 51 


$4,307 11 
46 35 


a 


$4,353 46 


Selectsnen 


a) 
E. Bridgewater. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Benjamin W. Harris, Treasurer of East Bridgewater. 


DR. 
1854. 
March 9, To balance in fayor of the town, March 
9, 1854, $ 2,223 17 
«© 93, « Cash received as fines for Pistons 
of liquor law, : 90 00- 
«© « = Cash received of Clerk of act as 
fines recovered against S. Worm- 
well and others for gaming on the 
muster-field, ; : 30 00 
«66 © « 6Cash of Mr. Harden for palane s license, 8 00 
April 28, “ State pauper money, : 71 33 
Aug. 11, “ Proportion of State School uted for 
1854, 139 00 
« 12, «© Commitment of taxes for 1854-5, 6,295 23 
1855. 
Feb. 19, “ Additions to assessments for 1854-5, 11 32 
« « «© Cash received from the County, for 
new road, 200 00 
$9,068 05 
CR. 
1854. 
Dec. 1, By payment of State tax for 1854, $456 00 
1855. 
Feb. 20, “ “ «¢ Selectmen’s orders, 4,304 94. 
$4,760 94 
«©  « Balance in favor of the town this day, 4,307 11 
$9,068 05 
1855. 
Feb. 20, Assets in the hands of the Treasurer : 
Bal. of assessments due from B. R. Alden, $ 281 02 
“6 $6 Martin Whiting, 3,985 49 
Cash on hand as per Cash Book, 40 60 
$4,307 11 
B. W. HARRIS, Treasurer. 


February 20, 1855. 
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AGENCY FOR. THE SALE OF SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS. 
Town of Hast Bridgewater to J. W. Jenkins, 


Dr. 
1855. 


5 
Feb. 20. ‘To Cash paid for Mdse. 
for one year, 
‘*¢ Expense of sales per 


contract, 
‘¢ Cash received, not 
expended, . 
Cr. 
se By Cash remaining from 
last year’s account, 


‘¢ Cash received for 
sales of Mdse. for 


one year, 


66 Amount of Stock on 
hand in spirits, 
‘© bills, 
‘¢ casks, 
‘‘ faucets and 
measures, . 
‘¢ cash, 


“ Town owe for stock, 
Balance in favor of the 
Town, 


319 05 


50 00 


17 94 


$386 99 


23 37 


363 62 


$386 99 


101 99 
16 76 
5 75 


2 00 
17 94 


S1AA Ad. 


97 30 


AT 14 


$144 Ad. 


J. W. JENKINS, Acenr. 


. 
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‘PUBLISHMENTS OF INTENTION OF MARRIAGE, 


21, August 2, 


During the year 1854. 


No Date. Names of Parties. 
1, Feb. 9, Howard Willis and Eliza A. Chapin. 
2. « ~~ 17, Horace M. Peck and Susan E. Gurney. 
3, March 4, George E. Dorathy and Matilda Gay. 
4, ‘* 25, George Sprague and Olive F. Osborne. 
5, ‘ 29, William Bird and Lydia C. Baker. 
~6, “© 380, Nahum Harden and Sarah Bryant. 
7, April 6, Charles S. Morey and Mary E. Kingman. 
8, ‘15; Philo B. Wilcox and Sophrona S. Fisher. 
9, “ 24; Lewis Ryder, Jr. and Catharine Copeland. 
10, “ 26, Leander Bell and Louisa R. Munroe. 
11, “ 28, Orrin Parris and Lucy B. Standish. 
12, May 5, William B. Lincoln and Elizabeth A. Bebee. 
13, “ 10, James-Hickey and Margaret Timmens. 
14, “ 23, George H. Taft.and Mary J. Bryant. 
15, “ 27, James Morey and Mary Quinlan. 
16, June 6, Francis C. Bryant and Margaret Cornwall. 
17, -“* 15, Melzar J. Litchfield and Nancy S. Keen. y 
18, “* . 15, Cushing Bird and Sarah J. Harlow. 
19, July 15, Albert E. Marston and Frances A. White. 
ZOi< 19, James Rollins and Hannah F. Orr. 


Samuel Phillips and Elizabeth Watson. 


22, * 15, John Lane and Maria Hobart. 

23, Sept. 2, Nicholas Vella and Emily Richardson. 

24, 6 7, Prince E. Penniman and Aroline B. Bradford. 
25. # 8, Seth Edson and Mary A. Dunlop. 

9 Ea 8, John McGennis and Roxa Gay. 

27, “ 18, Francis R. Flagg and Mary L. Hatch. 

28, “ 30, Patrick Quinlan and Ellen Kennedy. 

29, “ 30, George A, Morse and Jane A. Tribou. 

30, Oct. . 2, Isaac A. Phillips and Martha M. Carter. 

31, ‘  .15, Michael Noon and Catharine McCarty, 

32, ‘ » 21, Theodore Marston and Mary J. Eustis. 

33, “ 23, James T. Reed and Mary A. Severance. 

34, Nov. 1, William A. Dyson and Hannah S. Perkins. 
35, * 5, Reuben Healy and Susannah Hill. 

36, “ 24, George T. Mitchell and Caroline M. Hathaway. 
37, “ 28, Isaac N. Keith and Frances Torrey. | 
38, Dec. 29, Oliver Pratt and Lydia A. Whitmarsh, 

@9, “ 29, John Edson and Mary KE. Savage. 


The. number of Births in East: Bridgewater during the’ year 
1854, was 94. 


B. W. HARRIS, Town Cierx: 
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REGISTRATION OF DEATHS, FOR THE YEAR 1854. 


Age. 


Xo. Date. Name and Surname. Disease or Cause of Death. 


Scarlet fever. 


e | 
=" 
3 
a 


Allen M. Soule, 


2,| ‘ 14,| Lyman Harlow, (Unknown.) _ 
8,| “  14,/ William S. Reed, sy 
4,| “ 25,| Jane Hugins, Consumption. 
5,| “ 26, | Alice Hickey, “te 
6,| ‘ 29, | James French, (Unknown.) . 
7,| © 30, | Sarah J.-Soule, Liver complaint. 
8, | Feb. 22, | Mehitable Drake, Dropsy. 
9, | March 2, | “Abbott Swallow, Measles. ~ 
10, “« 13, | Lord E. Kingman, 4 
11, “14, | Charles Hooper, Consumption. 
12, “16, | J.C. Hateh, 
13, “15, | Rebecca Clark, ; 4 | (Unknown. ) 
14, “© 6©27,| Joshua Bennett, 59 | 6 Consumption. 
15,|  80,} Lucy Allen, . 17} #6 (Unknown.) 
16,| April 7,| Martha W. Bonney, 21,,.2 Consumption. 
LT, « 9, | Alonzo B. Holmes, 28 ; id 
18, “© 14, | Bartholomew Brown, 82 Paralysis. 
19, “27, | Abigail Newhall, 35 Consumption. 
20,} May 4, | Sarah B. Reynolds, | 61 3 
21,4- * 6, | Celia Whitman, - 19 +e 
22,) * 8, | Frank Hickey, : 4 Fever. 
23, | June 11, | Sally French, 59 Disease of the Hani,” 
24,/ “ 18, | Bethia Villa, : 38 Consumption. 
25,| July 12, | C. H. Chapin, | 8 (Unknown. ) 
26, «22, | E. T. Dickerman, 1 1 
27, “24, | F. Josselyn, 1 “ 
28,| Aug. 6,| David Shaw, . 17 i aris end Bonding ms 
-29,|  10,| Charles: W. Rogers, 32 Consumption. — 
30,| 12, | Zaccheus Robinson, | 61 (Unknown.) 
31, | Sept. 14, | Lydia C. Thurston, Dan prac. Dysentery. 
32,|° “ 21,| Inf.sonof Abram Everson,} | 11 
33, «“ 24,| Fanny Braman, 4 | Consumption. 
34, | Oct. 1, | Mary Sturtevant, 29 Fever. 
35, “10, | Rebecca Chamberlain, 90 : ; Ob age and a broken 
36, “31, | Nathaniel French, 64] 7 ; “au eee other 
37, | Nov. 6, | Lucia Mitchell, 54 Paralysis. 
38, | Dec. 8, | Frederick C. Eastman, 5 Dropsy on the brain. 
39,{ ** 15,| Asseneth Brown, 58 Consumption. 
40,| “  18,| Mary E. Thurlow, 6 Croup. 


The disease or cause of death may not in all cases be correctly 


stated, as the information is often obtained from general rumor, __ 


rather than from reliable sources. 


B. W. HARRIS, Town Crzrx. 
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REPORT 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


F'ceLLow CITIZENS: 
In accordance with the law and your just expectations, 
the School Committee present you the following Report. 

The schools of the town have not generally, during the past 
year, varied materially from their previous character. The 
greatest change for the better has been visible in the smaller 
districts, which, it will be remembered, have enjoyed the 
advantages of an unusually large appropriation from the school 
fund raised by the town. With respect to nearly all of the 
schools, however, it is a pleasure to the Committee to be able 
to say, that the efforts of the several Prudential Committees to 
secure able and faithful teachers, have been successful. As a 
natural consequence, the progress of the pupils has been, for 
the most part, very evident and encouraging. 

‘The citizens at large will be solicitous to know whether the 
generous addition of one-third, as compared with the previous 
year, made to their annual appropriation of funds for the use of 
the schools, has told well upon their condition during the year. 
The Committee are able to gratify their reasonable curiosity 
by saying, that in their opinion, such has been the case beyond 
question ; and they would add, that were it not for the fact 
that, in our school machinery, there is, here and there, a wheel 
out of order or a “screw loose,” the good effects of the increase 
would have been more strikingly apparent. ‘They do not 
hesitate, therefore, to assure those of their fellow citizens, who 
are so fortunate, in “these tight times,’ as to be in funds, 
that they need not in the least fear any injurious consequences 
to the schools, should they, the present year, disburse a little 


more freely, adding for their use, to old appropriation, another 
4 
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five hundred of those potent influences, for good as well as 
evil, which have told so well upon their progress, and 
brightened’ so many of the children’s faces, the past year. 
Would they but do this, we verily believe that they would 
_walk the streets with increased self-respect, and sleep sounder 

“o’nights,” the whole year, as a result of it. 

In regulating their inspection of the schools, we have 
aimed to be governed by the strict letter of the law. 
This has increased. the number of times that each school has 
been visited, as compared with previous years. As the law, 
however, does not require but one of the Committee to be 
present at any visit or examination, they have taken advantage 
of that limitation to lessen the expense accruing to the town, 
by committing the whole supervision of each of the schools 
to individual members of the Committee, enjoining it upon 
each to furnish the statements and items fomthe report, so far 
as it relates to the schools under his charge. 

* In consequence of the resignation of one of the Committee’ 
appointed in the spring, a larger amount of labor, in inspecting 
the schools, than had been expected, devolved upon the re- 
maining two, till the election, in November, of ‘another member 
to fill his place. We can, therefore, truly say, inasmuch as we 
have endeavored to perform the duties of our office in the best 
manner we could, that it has not been a sinecure to us, and 
that we are very far from being anxious for a re-appointment. 

The history of the schools during the year is, briefly, as 
follows : 


DISTRICT No. 1.—Cenrre. 
Visiting Committee.—Rev. B. Sanrorp. 


Summer, Miss Lavina A. Hatch. 
Winter, Mr. Rufus A. Littlefield. 


Whole number of scholars,—Summer, 54; Winter, 46. Average attend- 
ance,—Summer, 38; Winter, 343. Length of school,—Summer, 34 months; 
Winter, 3 months. Wages of teacher per month,—Summer, $19; Win- 
ter, $40. : . 

The teacher of the Summer school seemed assiduous in the 
work, endeavoring to do what she could; yet her efforts were 
not appreciated by the scholars, owing, probably, in a great 
measure, to a lack of authority and efficiency on her part. 
They were inspired with little reverence and submission. 


The usual consequences followed. There was with many, 
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- eareless deportment, little attention to sttidy, disorder and con- 
fusion. Some, however, appeared with credit. One scholar, 
for misdemeanor, was excluded by the teacher from the school, 
until the Committee could be convened, who happily succeeded 
in so adjusting the difficulty that the scholar was re-admitted 
and the parties reconciled. 

The teacher in the Winter Term was quite successful in 
.reducing the disorderly elements to subjection to the rules of 
good discipline.’ The instruction was accurate, thorough and 
effectual. A new interest in study seemed to be awakened.. 
There was an average attendance, quite unusual for this school, 
and the closing examination elicited a very fait progress in the 
several branches rade gs 


DISTRICT No. 2.—Brack Broox. 


Visiting Committee—Summer, Asa Mitiet; Winter, P. B. Witcox. 


PDE gongs Summer, Miss Hannah Kingman. 
‘) Winter, Mr. J..R. Smith. 


Whole number of scholars,—Summer, 39; Winter, 36. Average attend- 
ance,—Summer, 32; Winter, 28. Length of scheol,—Summer, 4 months ; 
Winter, 34 ato Wages of teacher per month,—Summer, $18; Win- 
ter, $38. . : 

The Summer Term was taught with a good degree of suc- 
cess. ‘There was avery marked improvement in order, and 
a corresponding improvement in all thé branches taught. Miss 
Kingman succeeded in gaining the confidence and esteem of 
her scholars, without impairing her government. 

The district was also fortunate in securing the services of a 
well-qualified and experienced instructor for the Winter Term. 
Some of his methods of teaching were not those most approved, 
‘but he was unwearied in his efforts to promote the progress of 
his pupils. ‘There did not appear to be any lack of necessary 
discipline. The scholars seemed evidently interested in their 
teacher, and disposed to be studious.” Writing was too much 
neglected, and the improvement in reading and grammar was 
not striking ; but in arithmetic, geography, history and spell- 
ing, there had evidently been great pains taken by the teacher, 
and unusual progress made by the pupils. As a whole, the 
examination was highly satisfactory, and the school must be 
‘regarded as -one oh the best taught in town during the 
Winter. , 
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DISTRICT No. 3.—Braven. 
Visiting Committee—Summer, P. B. Witcox; Winter, S. Bates. 


GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT. 


i ee Summer, Miss Harriet A. Blake. - ‘ 
EACHERS. ) Winter, Mr. I. W. R. Marsh. 


Whole number of scholars,—Summer, 43 ; Winter, 50. Awerage attend- 
ance,—Summer, 30; Winter, 424. Length of school,—Summer, 34 months ; 
Winter, 3 manths. Wages of teacher per month,—Summer, $22; Win- 
ter, $42. . 

The patrons of this school have, with praiseworthy zeal and 
interest in the welfare of the scholars, remodeled their house, 
adding another story to its height, and by that means enabling 
themselves to provide a room, fitted up in a modern and taste- 
ful style, for the convenience of the Primary Department. 
They have also graded the school, thereby presenting an 
example worthy of imitation by some of the other large dis- 
tricts in town. ; 

In regard to the Grammar Department, as taught in the 
Summer, we regret the necessity of saying that the results 
of the instruction and discipline did not appear to be such ° 
as were expected by the patrons of the school generally. 
The teacher was well qualified as regards knowledge, and 
did not appear deficient in energy-or faithfulness, and there 
was much in her modes of teaching to commend. Besides, 
some scholars made noteworthy advances in their studies ; but 
the teacher failed to awaken any great zeal or interest on the 
part of her pupils. This result is to be attributed, in a meas- 
ure, probably, to an evident oversight, in not giving sufficient 
thought and attention, from the very first, to securing the 
affection of her pupils. 


Primary DEPARTMENT. 


Summer, Miss Hannah S. Barrell. 
Winter, Miss Mary Shepherd Whitman. f 


. Whole number of scholars,—Summer, 49; Winter, 45. Average attend- 
ance,—Summer, 37; Winter, 343. Length of school,—Summer, 3} months ; 
Winter, 3 months. Wages of teacher per month,—Summer, $10; Winter, 
$10. . 

In‘ the Primary Department of the Summer school, «the 
teacher sustained and added to her well-earned reputation, 
gained as assistant the previous year, while the school was 
ungraded. She exhibited a happy faculty of winning the 


affections, and much tact in managing her young pupils suc- 
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cessfully ; ; and justice requires that she should be appropriately 
commended. 

The Winter schools, both Grammar and. Primary Depart- 
ments, have. been under the charge of the same teachers, 
(Mr. I. W. R. Marsh of Dartmouth College, and Miss Mary S. 
Whitman,) who, a year ago, proved themselves to be efficient 
and successful, and with the same general results. For further 
particulars, neg the West Bridgewater be ad s Report. 


DISTRICT NO. roe te 


Visiting Committee.—B. Sanrorp. 


Summer and Winter, Miss Louisa M. Morton, ' 
assisted by Miss’ Hannah M. Keene. 


Whole number of scholars, 92. Average attendance of scholars, 69. 
Length of school, Summer and Winter, ‘being consecutive, 54 months. 
Wages of teachers, per month, both $38. 


TEACHERS. ; 


This school, at all the visits of the Committee, appeared 
well. It consisted of about seventy pupils, but was uncom- 
monly still and ordesly in all the movements. Great careful- 
ness and distinctness of articulation were manifest in all the 
exercises. Marked progress in the primary classes, and com- 
mendable proficiency in all. 


+ 


DISTRICT NO. 5.—Norravitte. 
Visiting Com.—Summer, Asa Mitte; Winter, S. Bares and P. B.Witcox. 


»Summer, Maria L. Porter. 
Winter, Seth Littlefield. 


Whole number of scholars,—Summer, 63; Winter, 56. Average attend- 
ance of scholars,—Summer, 493; Winter, 51. Length of school,—Summer, 
43 months; Winter, 2] months. Wages of teacher per month,—Summer, 
$12; Winter, $40. 

The Summer teacher was anxious, faithful and industrious, 
and labored very hard for the improvement of the scholars; 
and had her health not failed before the closing examination, 
we believe her school would have shown an uncommon im- 
provement. Her school was large, and many of her scholars 
small, which made her task hard.. And we are sorry to say, 
that her labors and anxiety were very much increased, by the 
disposition of some of ‘the parents to interfere in the manage- 
ment of the school. 

Mr. Littlefield, in the Winter Term, a pnestad to sustain his 
previous-reputation as teacher, in this town. The Committee 
observed, with pleasure, that the exercises of the school were 
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conducted with unusual decision and efficiency, and that. the | 
teacher exhibited much patience in communicating. instruction, 
impressing the ideas; clenching them, so to speak, in the minds 
of his pupils. He evidently enjoyed their confidence and 
esteem, and they were studious, attentive and orderly. The 
results of his instruction, as they were developed at the exami- 
nation, indicated that he had taught an unusually good school. 


DISTRICT NO. 6.—Sarvucner. 
Visiting Committee.—B. Sanrorp. 
Te acHEerR.—Summer and Winter, Miss Rena Bullard. | 

Miss Bullard is a good instructress and disciplinarian, happily 
evinced by thoroughness, pleasantness and tact, on her part ; 
by order, stillness, neatness, studiousness, good deportment and 
fair proficiency, on the part of the pupils. 

The recitations in reading, spelling, arithmetic and seography, 
were rendered unusually interesting. The writings showed 
remarkablé improvement. The Winter term closed, we regret 
to say, a little sooner than was expected, owing to the teacher’s 
ill health. But the operations and results of the school were 
highly satisfactory to the Committee, and it is believed to all 
in the district. ‘The Committee regret that, owing probably » 
to Miss Bullard’s illness, they have not received her School: 
Register, and are in consequence unable to present any sta- 
tistics relating to the district. : 


DISTRICT NO. 7.—Wesrtr Crook. 
Visiting Committee-—Summer, B. Sanrorp; Winter, S. Bates. 


Summer, Miss Mary Goddard. 
Winter, Miss Louisa M. Morton. 


Whole number of scholars,—Summer, 37; Winter, 40. Average attend- 
ance,—Summer, 25; Winter, (not closed.) Length of School,—Summer, 43 ° 
months; Winter, 3h months. Wages of teacher per month _—Summer, $20; 
Winter, (unknown.) 


TEACHERS. ; 


The instruction of the Summer Term of this school was 
Miss Goddard’s first effort in teaching. She was quite faithful 
and systematic in giving instruction. ‘The school generally 
appeared well as regards improvement and order. Some boys, 
however, evidently needed more severity of meriis than 
Miss Goddard administered. | 

The Winter Term was commenced by the same teacher, 


who taught about a week, and resigned her chargé, on-account _ 
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of the failure of her health. She was succeeded by Miss 
Louisa M. Morton, whose school is not yet closed. She is 
meeting with her usual success; and under her instruction, 


the school puts on a different appearance, and gives promise of 
an examination, at its close, satisfactory to all. 


DISTRICT NO. 8.—Rocers. 
Visiting Committee.—P. B. Witcox. 


Summer, Miss Mary J. Eustis.’ 
Winter, Mr. Rufus A. Littlefield. 


Whole number of scholars,—Summer, 80; Winter, (not closed.) Aver- 
age attendance,—Summer, 514; Winter, (not closed.) Length of school,— 
Summer, 445 months; Winter, (not closed.) Wages of teacher per month,— 
Summer, $22; Winter, $40. 


TEACHERS. 


In the Summer Term of this school, the industry, energy, - 

and mode of communicating instruction, exhibited by the 
teacher, were worthy of special commendation. he pupils,” 
whenever the school was visited, evinced respect for their 
teacher, and appearedunterested in their studies. The closing 
examination exhibited decided improvement in nearly all the 
branches taught.’ In history and writing this was less evident ; 
but the classes in grammar, and geography, in connection 
with the outline maps, appeared to be unusually well drilled. 
Attention had also been given to map drawing with very good 
proficiency.. We hope that other teachers will introduce that 
branch into their schools, it being a useful and important as 
well as interesting one. 

The Winter Term in this school is not yet closed. ‘Thus far,» 
there has appeared to be a praiseworthy degree of interest and 
zeal, on the part of both teacher and pupils; and no doubt is 
entertained by the Committee, that Mr. Littlefield will meet 
with his usual success, in the further progress and closing 
examination in this school. | 


DISTRICT NO. 9.—Barnexe. 
Visiting Committee.—P. B. Wiicox. 


Patti tales Summer, Miss Lucia Harris. 
heey ”* ) Winter, Mr. C. E. Horne. 


‘ Whole number of scholars, Summer, 74; Winter, 70. Average attend- 
ance,—Summer, 54; Winter, 41}. Length of school,—Summer, 34 months; 
Winter, 3 months. Wages of teacher per mo.,—Summer, $20 ; Winter, $42. 


At the first two or three visits made to this school, in 
the Summer Term, there appeared to be such indications, 
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on the part of the scholars, of confidence in their teacher, 
and of order and attention to study, and such excellences on 
the part-of the teacher, that large expectations were formed in 
regard to the progress of the school. The health and energy 
and courage of the teacher did not, however, prove equal to the 
task of conducting successfully so large a school, in such a 
crowded house. ‘The final result, therefore, did not equal their 
expectations, and the school as a whole, although there was 
evident improvement in some branches, did not prove to bea 
very profitable one. 

The teacher of the Winter Term possessed ample literary © 
qualifications, being a student from Dartmouth College, and — 
will probably become, with more experience, a successful 
teacher. Under his instructions, some of the more advanced: 
«lasses made good proficiency. This was especially the case 
in the reading, which was taught in a scientific manner, and 
with unprecedented success, in some instances. Indeed, we 
are not aware, that any better specimens of attainment in that 
branch have ever been furnished in the town, as the result of 
one term’s instruction. In many of the lower classes, how- 
ever, in other branches, there was little improvement visible. 
There was evidently not much interest or enthusiasm awakened 
in the school. We think that too little attention was bestowed 
upon the younger and more backward of the scholars, and that 
there was a want of constant endeavors to bring the instructions 
and explanations down to their comprehension. 'Too little use 
was made of the blackboard, and too much time was devoted to 
the simple commitment of the rules and definitions in arith- 
metic, and the acquaintance.and co-operation of the parents did 
not appear to be sought by the teacher. It must be remem- 
bered, however, that this was Mr. Horne’s first attempt at teach- 
ing, and that it was made under unfavorable circumstances as 
regards accommodaions, and made ina large school, without 
any assistance. 


DISTRICT NO. 10.—Wuee ter. 
Visiting. Committee.—Summer, A. Mit.tEt ; Winter, B. Sanrorp, 


Summer, Miss Abby W. Hersey. 
Winter, Mr. Thomas Keith. 


Whole number of scholars,—Summer, 27; Winter, 31. Average attend- 
ance,—Summer, 224 ; Winter, 223. Length of school ‘—Summer, 54 months ; 
aie eee 3 months. Wages of teacher per month,—Summer, $16; Win- 
ter, ' 
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The teacher of the Summer Term was faithful in her efforts, 
and had the pleasure of gaining the good will of her scholars, 
and we believe of giving entire satisfaction to the district. 
Her examination was attended by many of the parents and 
friends, all of whom were pleased with the improvement the 
scholars had made. The singing was an addition to the exer- 
cises, well worthy of the imitation of all our schools. 

At the several visits made to the Winter school in charge 
of Mr. Keith, it appeared to be in very successful operation, 
showing causes for entire satisfaction in respect to instruction, 
order, and progress. ‘The evident aim of the teacher was to be 
accurate and thorough in his instructions. He labored with 
great zeal and constancy for the welfare of his pupils. They 
seemed generally much interested in study, and at the close of 
the school appeared to have made good proficiency. 


REMARKS. 


Havine given a general and somewhat particular view of the 
progress and present state of the schools, the Committee propose, 
as prescribed by law, to make “such statements and sugges- 
tions, as the said Committee shall deem necessary or proper to 
promote the interests thereof.’ ‘These “statements and sug- 
gestions’ are based upon conclusions which have forced them- 
selves upon us in our visits of inspection. We presume that 
those of our fellow citizens, who are much interested in, or 
conversant with the schools, have, at some time, formed similar 
opinions. As they may be, however, fresher in our minds, we 
venture to remind them of a few things, which may have 
been forgotten by some of them, amid the hurry and pressure 
of business. 

Removats rrom Scuoou.—One of these suggestions refers to 
the indiscreet or unnecessary removal of children from school 
by their parents. There may be good and sufficient reasons on 
the part of parents, occasionally, for removing their children 
from school, aside from some urgent demand for their services 
at home. But something must be ‘rotten in Denmark,” when 
the evils of which these parents complain, cannot be so recti- 
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fied, by application to one of the Committee of supervision, 
as to preclude the necessity of depriving their children of 
those important advantages, which are hourly slipping away 
from them, and which once passed out of their reach, can never 
be recovered. But we have noticed, with sentiments of deep 
regret, the course of some parents in taking their children from 
the schools, or in suffering them to leave them, evidently be- 
cause they were not, in their opinion, equal in the advantages 
they presented, to some which had been previously taught in 
their districts. This procedure has grieved them the more, 
from its appearing that these parents had, in most instances, 
neither conferred with the teachers, complained to the Commit- 
tee, nor visited the schools to see whether the teachers were 
capable or not, but, so far as we are informed, had relied upon 
the representations of disaffected pupils. Such a course, to 
say nothing of its injurious effects upon their children, as well 
as upon the schools, is about as economical and far-sighted, 
in an educational point of view, as it would be, in agriculture, 
for a farmer, whose crops had been essentially injured by a 
long drouth, to refuse to harvest what is left of them, because 
Providence had-been less bountiful than usual. 
AxpsENcEs.—T'he Committee have incorporated some statis- 
tics, and’ would have added more, had the schools been all 
completed. They take this opportunity of calling the attention 
of parents and guardians to a comparison of the average 
attendance in the different. schools. And they hope that the 
thoughts and resolutions of some of them, in view of the 
results of the comparison, will be right ones, and such as will 
gladden the hearts of the Teachers and Committee of the en- 
suing year. We regret not having at hand the means of deter- 
mining the amount of time lost by absence the past year, as 
compared with previous years. It will, however, we think, 
equal one-fourth, or at least one-fifth of the whole attendance, 
saying nothing of the large number of scholars who have not 
entered the schools at all. The schools cost the same, whether 
the scholars are present or not. There is, therefore, a dead loss 
to the town, of about one-fourth, or one-fifth of the money 
voted to support the schools, because those for whose benefit it 
was raised do not avail themselves of its provisions. An 
extract from one of the Reports of the Secretaries of the State 
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Board of Education, will place this subject in a striking light. 
“Tf a young man were placed under the charge of a competent 
person, to be taught some mechanical art or trade, or qualified 
as a ready and skillful accountant, and he should be found 
wasting one-fifth of the time, which ought to be devoted to 
gaining a knowledge of his art or trade, in the pursuit of friv- 
olous objects, or in absenting himself for unimportant engage- 
ments or amusements, or in any manner wasting his time, all 
would conclude at once, that he never would become very pro- 
ficient in the employment for which he had undertaken to 
qualify himself; nor would the parent of such a young man be 
very likely to feel satisfied with such a state of things, or with 
the teacher or master who would allow them to exist.” 

VentitatTion.—The subject of ventilation, we think, should 
receive more attention on the part of the Prudential Committees 
and Teachers. It may not be known to all, and we therefore 
state, that the laws of health require, that ten cubic feet of 
fresh air to each person, should be let into a room, every 
minute, to supply the place of that which is rendered poison- 
ous, either by being once breathed, or by the exudations of the 
body, or the use of artificial light. An eminent authority upon 
this subject says, ‘* The health and advancement of the children 
in all our public schools, depends very much on the atmosphere 
they are permitted to breathe while they are engaged in their 
studies. If the school air is surcharged with foul and poison- 
ous gases, as it must be, where there is no ventilation, a dead- 
ening effect will be produced upon the bodily organs and mental 
powers of the pupils. ‘There can be no progress intellectually, 
while there is physical stupefaction, as well-tried experiments 
show.” 

SELECTION oF 'T'EacHERS.— Great care and caution should 
be made to secure good, experienced teachers. 'To constitute 
a teacher of superior merit, requires a rare combination of 
faculties. There must be correct and sufficiently extended 
knowledge ; there must be habits of observation; an imagi- 
nation prompt to seize upon happy and striking illustrations 
of the principles which he is in the act of teaching; there 
must be a well-balanced judgment, a nice tact, a ready appre- 
ciation of differences in mental character, energy, enthusiasm, 
earnestness, desire to excel, and a variety of other traits, 
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prominent among which must be genuine sensibility and 
affection. Now it must be perfectly obvious that no individual, 
but least of all one not conversant with teachers or with teach- 
ing, can determine by outward inspection—a very common 
method of deciding upon the capabilities of a teacher—whether 
a man possesses such a combination of qualities as will fit him 
for being a successful teacher. One might even go on an explor- 
ing tour all over the county, and talk by the hour with all 
who aspire to be teachers in it, and return home again, with no 
more certainty of having fixed upon the right one, than there 
is as to who will be the next President. Who would think of 
judging of the skill of a mechanic, by merely looking at him, 
or by having a few minutes talk with him? Yet it would be 
quite as easy to determine mechanical skill by a man’s looks or 
his conversation, as to hit upon a good teacher by the same 
method. ‘The truth is, that the only practical test of a good 
teacher is experience. A watch-maker or dealer, on inspecting 
a watch, will be able to form a pretty shrewd guess as to its 
time-keeping qualities. So an Examining Committee, if they 
are or have been practical teachers, will be able in many, and 
perhaps in most cases, to guess right respecting a candidate for 
the post of teacher. But, as with those who know nothing in 
particular of watches, the only safe course in purchasing them, 
is to make sure that others have tried them, and found them to 
go, and go right, so in engaging teachers, who unhappily do not 
come warranted, the only course of certainty and safety is in 
making sure that they have been tried by others, and found to 
go, and go right. 

It may be said, that somebody must test the capabilities of 
those who propose to become teachers; that is, that they must 
serve an apprenticeship somewhere, and why not in our district ? 
It is indeed true, that they must serve an apprenticeship at 
teaching sgmewhere, and this should be done, both for ascer- 
taining their natural fitness for teaching and to acquire the art. 
But it by no means follows, that they should therefore be 
permitted to leap over their apprenticeship entirely, and be put 
into your school to play the part of an experienced teacher. 
The proper place for serving their apprenticeship is, as assist- 
ant, under the direction and supervision of some experienced 
teacher. ‘This being done, if they develop the qualities requi- 
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site to form a successful teacher, they may then, and not before, 
appropriately be put in sole charge of a school. What valid 
reason can be assigned for pursuing an essentially different 
course, in regard to the art of teaching, from what is adopted 
in respect to the other arts. ‘Teaching is, in its very nature 
and essence, an art. Indeed it has been termed, by one of the 
first of living philosophers and writers, “The most difficult of 
all arts.” As an art, it must be acquired, by pains-taking care ; 
and those who propose to adopt it as a vocation, either for the 
time being, or permanently are to be treated, as we treat those 
acquiring, or having already acquired, any of the other arts of 
life. If we have some very complicated and difficult piece of 
mechanism to construct or to perfect, we do not employ a 
tyro to execute our purpose. Nor are we satisfied with an 
apprentice. We must have a master in his art. Even in 
the comparatively simple matter of constructing an ordinary 
house, no man’s apprentice will suffice for us. If no experi- 
enced workman is to be had this year, our house goes unbuilt 
till the next year, or till such a man can be had. Why then 
should those who have never taught at ail, that is, who have not 
as yet even entered upon an apprenticeship to that most dif_i- 
cult art of teaching, be suffered, even for a day, to assume 
that position in regard to children, which it needs a philosopher, 
rather than a tyro, to fill?) Shall we sift the community or the 
communities about us for mechanics skillful in their art to 
build our houses, which, if built wrong, may be torn down and 
rebuilt, or sold and others put in their place, and yet when it 
comes to the minds of our children, who are destined to wear 
the intellectual impress put upon them in their early years, 
while eternity lasts, shall we employ to build them up in 
knowledge the first stranger that happens along, “hunting up 
a school,” thinking that he will do well enough for such every- 
day, unimportant matters? Viewing this subject thus, the 
Committee submit, whether it is not in all respects more appro- 
priate, that it be regarded as incumbent upon those immediately 
concerned in supplying our schools with teachers—instead of 
taking the first comer, known or unknown, or relying upon 
the recommendation of some candidate’s cousin, who will 
very likely laud him to the skies, as a perfect paragon, one 
of Nature’s master-pieces, able to ¢each by dint of intuition, and 


o4 


bound to govern by force of circumstances, (as very probably 
he would, if at all,)—to exert the greatest care and pains to 
procure experienced teachers, and only such, if they can be had 
for all our schools, and that if need be, in order to this end, 
the Prudential Committee be paid for their services in securing 
them. In support of this suggestion, we add the following 
from the specifications of the duties of the Prudential Com- 
mittee, as contained in that summary of the school laws and 
regulations, furnished for each district, and termed, The Massa- 
chusetts System of Common Schools. It is found on page 55. 
‘The Prudential Committee is bound, 2d, to ascertain what- 
ever, by diligent and careful inquiry, he can, respecting the 
moral character of the candidate he presents, his previous his- 
tory, and his success as a teacher, if he has ever taught before, 
and what means he has taken to qualify himself for teaching.” 
Reraintine superior ‘l’gacuers.—We also suggest the im- 
portance of retaining teachers of superior merit, when once 
secured. If the combination of faculties which constitutes a 
teacher of superior excellence is so rare, and of consequence 
an adept in the art so difficult to be found, it surely is the 
part of wisdom, when once a district has hit upon such an 
acquisition as a teacher of this stamp, to keep fast hold of 
him, if good offers will hold him; and by no means to let 
any paltry difference of a few dollars and cents separate them. 
and him. It is one of the maxims of wise educators, that a 
genuine good teacher is cheap at any price short of exorbi- 
tancy, while a poor one is dear at any price above zero. The 
difference of ten or fifteen dollars a month, additional pay, to 
hold the teacher tried and found to excel, should not, therefore, 
in the view of the Committee, cause a moment’s hesitation on 
the part of a district. Suppose the school must be shortened 
to secure him—what then? ‘T'wo months’ instruction by a 
teacher of this character, would essentially benefit the chil- 
dren; while three months of pretended instruction by some 
tyro, would probably do them great and lasting injury. 
Parental Interest.—The schools need more active interest 
on the part of parents. ‘The more children are brought to feel 
that their parents are deeply interested in their progress, the 
more readily will they enter with ardent zeal upon the prosecu- 
tion of their studies. ‘The fact now is, that too many parents 
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leave the impression upon the minds of their children, that 
their chief aim in sending them to school is to get them out of 
the way, or to rid themselves of the din and racket, they are 
wont to make at home. Children, under such circumstances, 
will be sure to think that, so far as their parents’ wishes are 
concerned, all they have to do is to go to school, and that when 
there they have free license to amuse themselves in the best 
way they can invent. ‘Too many other parents seem to think 
their duty done, when they have sent their children to school. 
They never inquire after their progress—never examine them 
in their studies—never urge them onward with any particular 
zeal—never strive to excite them to emulation—never chide 
them when they have done ill, or commend them when they 
have done well. What can the children infer from this failure 
on the part of their parents to exhibit interest in their ad- 
vancement in study, but that, in the view of these parents, 
education is a matter of very small moment, too insignifi- 
cant to be mentioned the same day that dollars and cents are 
spoken of! ‘They see their fathers and mothers, always “up 
and doing,” driving at their business, in doors or out, with 
exemplary industry, month after month, and year after year, 
with an eye to what the children are to eat, drink, and wear ; 
and if they do not even once in a year drop into the school, or 
devote now and then an hour or two to the serious aim of 
helping them on in their education, would not wiser heads 
than the children’s be apt to reason much as they do, that it is 
all one with their parents, whether they grow up educated or 
in ignorance? But let the children once see, by their actions, 
that their parents attach an importance to their advancement in 
education, commensurate with their need of it, and they will 
wake up to the subject of learning at once, and pursue it with 
a zeal altogether new. Let parents act in this matter as they 
do in other things of less importance. How much time, and 
thought, and attention, do parents, who neglect the schools, 
often devote to matters connected with their children, of com- 
paratively trifling importance, and yet think the time well 
spent. Here is a father, who engages an artist to paint the 
picture of his child. He wishes it well done, that it may 
serve as a memento and as an ornament for the parlor, and he 
pays the artist liberally. How many times is it probable, that 
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he will visit the artist’s room to note the progress of the picture, 
and see whether it is painted according to his engagement ? 
If he has leisure, he will happen in every day or two, and very 
likely, also, take one or more of his friends in to inspect the 
painting. If he is pressed with business, a dozen times may 
be the extent of his visits to the artist’s studio. ‘ Outsiders ”’ 
would probably commend the interest which he took in his 
children. But would they do this, if they knew that he was 
one of those fathers, who, forgetful that cultivated intellects in 
their children are the highest and most enduring ornaments of 
parents, are never seen inside of the school-room, where not 
the faces of the children are being painted, but the more 
precious minds are being moulded into the characters which 
they are destined to wear through the unknown ages of their 
immortality? It is ‘passing strange,” that parents, who 
love their dear ones with undoubted affection, can so neglect 
to exhibit an abiding interest in the culture of their minds, 
that live forever, and yet devote so much care and fore~ 
thought to the welfare of the ‘muddy vesture of decay,” 
which encases them ! 

There are other important suggestions which the Committee 
would make, did not their limits forbid. They cannot but 
hope, that those which have been presented will receive atten- 
tion, and if regarded as adapted to promote the prosperity of 
the cause of education in our community, be heeded. 

With the presentation of this Report we resign our “little 
brief authority’? into the hands that gave it. It has been our 
aim to so use it as to accomplish most toward making the 
rising generation happier and better. Our hope is, that those 
who succeed us will be enabled to contribute more largely 
toward laying broad and deep the foundations of intelligence 
and virtue, and strengthening whatever of the true, the beau- 
tiful, and the good, remains among us. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 


BAALIS SANFORD, 
SAMUEL BATES, 
P. B. WILCOX, 


East Bridgewater, March, 1855. 


School 
Committee. 


REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN 


OF THE 


“TOWN OF EAST BRIDGEWATER. 


TOGETHER WITH THE 


TREASURER’S REPORT, 


Pip twOE FAX PAYERS, 


REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 
FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1856. 


BOSTON: 
PRESS OF T. R. MARVIN, 42 CONGRESS STREET. 
1856. 


ye at PEO $0005 ety 


. rl , . 7 fe AY 


- ~ ’ ‘ v1; { ) 
- od 


y a aK. 
nt if - tae . 
> i > 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


Tue Selectmen of the Town of East BripgewatTer 
submit the following Report of the Receipts and 
Expenditures of said ‘Town, for the year ending 
March 1, 1856. 


EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLING FOR 1855-6. 


District No. 1.—Catvin Buck, Prudential Committee. 


Proportion of money for 1855 including 


school fund, . : : . $273 04 

Balance due from last year, ; , 15 37 

| $288 41 
Paid Martin Sumner, contingent expenses, 3 58 
«© Mary McLauthlin, for teaching, . 48 00 
« Calvin Buck, for board, é . 82 00 
Riba “contingent expenses, . 16 68 
Balance due from the treasury, . .188 15 


$ 288 41 


District No. 2.—Witiiam Keen, Prud. Com. 


Proportion of money for 1855, including ~ 
school fund, . : : : $195 36 


Balance due from last year, d 21 56 


$216 92 


4 


Paid Hannah Kingman, for teaching, 3 52 WOO 


« Jane H. Briggs, ae . 48 00 
« William Keen, for board, . . 24 00 
« A. H. Soule, for teaching, . sae 
«© Tsrael Hobart, for board, : . 24 00 
«© William Keen, wood and cutting, . 2 04 
Balance due from the treasury, . . 29 88 


$216 92 


District No. 3.—Jason Frencu, Prud. Com. 
Proportion of money for 1855, including 


school fund, . : : ; $ 308 66 

Balance due from last year, ; ; 107 45 

$416 11 
Paid Waldo Hayward, for board, . . 36 00 
« Galen Willis, for wood, : . 12 00 
«© I. W. R. Marsh, for teaching, . 40 00 
“* George Barrell, contingent expenses, 16 00 
so 6K. B. Read, for teaching, . ai) 1 a 
«© E. L. Toothacher, “ . 45 50 
«© Nathan Whitman, for ta . 23 350 
«© EK. L. Toothacher, for teaching, . 56 00 
« RR. A. Littlefield, “6 . dd 28 
Balance due from the treasury, . . 03 83 

$416 11 


District No. 4.—James W. Sours, Prud. Com. 


Proportion of money for 1855, including 

school fund, . : ; $ 328 05 
Paid W. Johnson, for boarding eae. . 82 00 
«© Bethiah M. Howland, for teaching, . 48 00 


« HE. Augusta Hart, x . 64 00 
« James W. Soule, for wood, . . 18 00 
‘one ie “ contingent expenses, 11 73 
Overdrawn last year, 3 : 4 2.99 
Balance due from the treasury, . .151 73 


$ 328 05 


5 
District No. 5.—Daviw H. Pratt, Prud. Com. 


Proportion of money for 1855, including 


school fund, . : f : $ 274 OT 

Balance due from last year, ae : 5 29 

$279 36 
Paid E. B. Howland, for teaching, . 42 00 
«© Daniel Whitman, for wood, . . 10 00 
«© Alfred Brown, for board, . . 15 00 
«“ David H. Pratt, for wood, . Peay ib Bi Ly 

oy es «contingent expenses, 3 00 ‘ 

Balance due from the treasury, . . 198 36 

$279 36 


District No. 6.—Jupau B. Keen, Prud. Com. 


Proportion of money for 1855, including 


school fund, . ‘ : ‘ $ 218 59 
- Balance due from last year, ; ; 45 
$219 04 
Paid Eliab Latham, contingent expenses, . 45 
«© Hannah Kingman, for teaching, . 80 00 
« Judah B. Keen, contingent expenses, 19 50 
ss OW. B. Hall, for teaching, . . 102 00 
Balance due from the treasury, . elle a sok ee 
$219 04 


District No. '7.—Naunum B. Situ, Prud. Com. 


Proportion of money for 1855, including 


school fund, . : : : $ 204 54 

Balance due from last year, ; i 116 12 

$ 320 66 

Overdrawn, . : : : 4 48 

$ 325 14 
Paid Mary Goddard, for teaching, 2» 4.90 
« ‘Tolman French, for wood, . . 400 
« J. M. Morton, for teaching, . . 60 00 


« Tolman French, for board, . ? , 60089 
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Paid Mary A. Webster, for teaching, . 54 00 


«* Nahum B. Smith, for board, . . 386 00 
«* Seth Littlefield, for teaching, . 12 00 
«© Lebbeus Smith, for wood, . . 9 OO 
“ 6 ‘s meboard, * . . 27 00 
<6 Ks * contingent expenses, T 35 


$325 14 


ee eee 


District No. 8.—Cuarres Rocers, Prud. Com. 


Proportion of money for 1855, including 


school fund, . . , ; $341 48 

Balance due from last year, : P 130 23 

$471 71 
Paid Theodore Marston, for board, Stee tL! 
« R. A. Littlefield, for teaching, . 100 00 
« Perez Keith, for wood, . PTO 0 
« John Eustes, contingent expenses, . 9 20 


« Lucy M. Richards, for teaching, - 88 00 


‘© Charles Rogers, contingent expenses, 4 80 


«© Lucy M. Richards, for teaching, . 66 00 
« Charles Rogers, for wood, cutting and . 

splitting, . ; . 20 81 

Balance due from the treasury, . . 164 90 


$471 71 


District No. 9.—Jostan P. Reynoxivs, Prud. Com. 


Proportion of money for 1855, including 


school fund, . 4 k 4 $291 08 
Balance due from last year,. ; re 187 84 
$478 92 
Paid G. E. Horne, for teaching, . . 90 00 


« William R. Hathaway, for board, &c., 84 00 
« Fills W. Holmes, contingent expen- 

ses, 4 6 65 
Mary J. Marston, for teaching, . 110 00 
« David Reynolds, for wood, . . 10 00 


“ 
”“ 
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Paid Abel Barrell, for cutting and splitting 


wood, . : : .. 02 40 
«© Josiah Reynolds, contingent expenses, 3 59 
Balance due from the treasury, . oA] 28 


$478 92 
District No. 10.—Cuarves H. Brown, Prud. Com. 


Proportion of money for 1855, including 


school fund, . ; ’ E $178 19 


Balance due from last year, 7 119 50 

$ 297 69 
Paid Albert D. Wheeler, for board, 28 85 
«« ‘Thomas Keith, for teaching, 68 00 
«¢ Simeon Curtis, for wood, 3 44 
«« Frances L. Peters, for teaching, . dl 00 
‘¢ Charles H. Brown, for board, . 29 33 
« Mary E. Springer, for teaching, 70 O04 
« Albert D. Wheeler, for board, . 2Y BG 

« Charles H. Brown, contingent expen- 

ses, tf ; : » 12994 
Balance due from the treasury, . <a pOnDe 


$297 69 


Crrus Munrog, Jr. anp WittiaAm Hatcu. 


Proportion of school money for 1855, , $13 19 
Balance due from the treasury, $13 19 


Otro Haywarp AND OTHERS. 


Proportion of school money for 1855, ; $4 40 
Balance due from last year, : : 8 15 
$12 55 


Paid for teaching in North Bridgewater, . 8 15 
Balance due from the treasury, . . 4 40 
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Jacosp H. Crossman. 
Proportion of school money for 1855, 4 $8 80 


Balance due from the treasury, $8 80 


EXPENSES OF THE ALMS-HOUSE, 
From March 1st, 1855, to March 1st, 1856. 


Said House is charged with the amount of provisions, hay, 
stock, household furniture, farming tools, wood and manure on 


hand, as appraised March 1, 1855. : . $1,041 70 
Bills uncollected, - : ; i 27 12 
$1,069 42 


Said House is also charged with the following 
sums paid out by the Warden and Overseers. 


For labor on the farm, , . : 93 76 
‘‘ provisions, : : . 388 04 
L. Churchill, for his services, : ; 33 00 
Warden’s salary, ‘ 4 : : 222 23 

$737 03 


Said House is credited with the amount of produce sold off the 
farm, and for labor of Warden with the team for work done off 
the farm. 


Labor, # Bagh es ' 174 11 
Produce, 3 as ; : : 388 46 
$562 57 


Said House is also credited with the amount of provisions, hay, 
stock, furniture, farming tools, wood and manure now on hand, as 


appraised March 1, 1856, : : ; 1,000 60 
Bills uncollected, q y : . 76 90 
Work done for town, . é : 10 25 

$1,087 75 


Balance against the House, . 7 156 13 
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Paid expenses of almshouse, including Warden’s ser- 
vices, and Dr. Orr’s bill, ; : et yi ee 


pee 


EXPENSES OF POOR OUT OF THE ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid Luther Glover, for taking care of Drayton, 2 00 
« ‘Town of Danvers, for support of Mary Keen, 7 00 
«© Deborah Bates, 66 “6 her children, 78 00 
«© Thomas Howard, “ se 25 00 
«© Daniel French, ‘* one coffin last year, 6 00 
«© Martin Whiting, <“ wood for J. Dunbar, 3 25 

$121 25 
ROADS AND BRIDGES. 
Paid James Brown, for building new road, from J. O. 
Vinton’s store, 1854, : , 44, Lode 
« for work on new road, 1855, a2 ¥ 224 85 
« Hatch & Noyes, for Joppa road, ; ; 138 75 
«‘ for repairing dry bridge on turnpike, , 71 46 
« Nathan Whitman, on Forge Pond road, 1854, . 165 80 

«« Paid on road from railroad crossing to J. Cham- 
berlin’s, ; 3 , 196 23 
«for lumber, for repairs on bridges, : ‘ 41 32 
$1,030 21 

Amount expended in repairing other roads and 
bridges, : : ; é s. S79 eS 

| 
INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 

Expenses in Loring Goldthwait’s Case. 

Paid W. Young, as counsel, , ; : 40 00 
s«  B. W. Harris, — “ ; ‘ . 61 00 
«« Witnesses, and for making plans, ; : 74 65 
«on execution, : ; , { 410 08 

$585 73 


10 
Clearing the Roads of Snow. 


Paid for shoveling snow, 1855, A : : 17 25 
ss « 1556, : : : 16 70 
$33 95 
Abatement of Taxes 
For 1850, ’51, 752, ’53, and *54, Sy. : $281 28 
sided kets : : . ; ; 21 28 
$302 56 
Sundries. , 

Paid for gravel, stone and cinders, . : : 81 96 
«© for land for gravel, . : : . 28 00 
$109 96 

Paid 'T. R. Marvin, for printing Reports of Selectmen 
and School Committee, 3 : ‘ 51 95 
«© for printing blanks, &c. ; ; : 9 57 
$61 52 
Paid interest on Town orders, : : : 69 68 
«* damage to wagon on turnpike, : : 10 00 
66 « to wagon on Matfield bridge, . a 10 00 
«for running line on Town farm, : : 1 25 
« for building fence at Town-house, : 2 00 
$92 93 


Town Officers and Committees. 
Paid Judah B. Keen, services as sexton, 1854, ; 46 00 


«© Tsaac Pratt, “6 selectman, “ ‘ 14 50 
«Martin Whiting, <“ a a t 10 50 
«© Jacob Bates, committee on schools, 1853, ; 2 00 
«© Samuel Bates, service on school committee, : 10 50 
« PB. Wilcox, « es “ , 24 50 
« Rufus A. Littlefield, uy ¢ ¢ Q7 Td 
oc 'T. F. Turner, sf «6 : 11 30 
« Baalis Sandford, S 6 ; 5 25 


« Joseph Chamberlain, committee on roads, : 5 00 


I] 


Paid Oliver Pratt, service as assessor, . E 136 50 
« Wadsworth Phillips, 2 : : 43 25 
« James Bates, as ; : Ol 25 
« LL. D. Burbeck, service as constable, . t 6 00 
«* John Ducher, é ce 1854, i 1 50 
« 5B. W. Harris, recording births, marriages and 
deaths, : : 24 25 

«© Calvin Reed, services as locas ae overseer 
of the poor, ; : : 68 00 

« John Reed, services as sélentinnls and overseer 
of the poor, : 37 75 

« B. W. Keith, services as La sees we overseer 
of the poor, : ; ; : 19 50 
« Welcome Young, treasurer and collector, : 150 00 
« Martin Whiting, collecting taxes, 1854, ; 106 13 
$801 43 


RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 


Paid for schooling, . : : : . 2,363 33 
soe “ , : ‘ 307 69 
«for support of the poor, é : 373 52 
‘*¢ for building and repairing roads and Litines . LS 2Se1G 
‘¢ for incidentals, é y ; - ester Lee 


$6,860 82 


ee ee ee 


DEBTS. 


The Town is indebted as follows : 

Note to Isaac Pratt, March 1, 1855, : : 185 79 
«* to Simeon Curtis, March 1, 1855, : : 61 92 
« to Stafford Sturtevant, Feb. 13, 1856, . : 300 00 
« to John Soule, Feb. 14, 1856, ; : 200 00 

Due the several school districts, ; : 680 39 
« John O. Hudson, on new road when conntered 105 00 
«* on general order, : : , : 387 51 
“* on outstanding orders, . : ; ‘ 425 08 


—_——_ 


$2,545 69 
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CREDITS. 
Available means of the Town to pay the above : 
Cash in the hands of the Treasurer, 4 : 501 92 
Bills in the hands of the Collector, : ; 435 20 
$937 12 
Balance against the Town, : 3 . $1,608 57 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN REED, of 


CALVIN REED, Selectmen 
B. W. KEITH, )£. Bridgewater. 


March 1, 1856. 


CORRECTION. 
School District No. 2.—(See page 4.) 
Israel Hobart, for board, : : ; : $24 75 
William Keen, wood and cutting, ' : : 13 37 


Balance due from the treasury, . : : : 17 80 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Welcome Young, Treasurer, of East Bridgewater. 


1855. TO 
April To balance in favor of the town, sto bi 4oOeond 
Aug. 20, “ Commitment of tax for 1855,. ; 8,819 69 
Nov. 15, “ Cash received of State School Fund, . 128 98 
AED NSE os 66 “6 Charles Barstow, for 
high-way tax, . } : —6«6 BR 
1856 
Feb. 138, “ Borrowed of Stafford Sturtevant on 
Town note, on demand, interest 
semi-annually, . 500 00 
« 14, “ «© Borrowed of John Soule on Tow 
note, on demand, and interest, . 200 00 
“6 «© 6« From the Town of Halifax, . : 13 80 
$ 13,976 10 
1855. CR. . bs 
Noy. 14, By payment of State tax for 1855, : 684 00 
Dec. 16, “ « County tax for 1855, 5 864 65 
as “* credit returned for work on highways, 1,504 91 
“ ‘¢ discount on $4,871 80, at 10 per cent. 487 18 
“6 “ “ $1,080 90, at 6 per cent. 64 84 
ff «© payment of Selectmen’s orders, : 9,633 40 
$13,038 98 
1856. 
Feb. ‘«* balance in favor of the 'Town this day, 937, 12 
$13,976 10 
1856... 
Feb. Assets in the hands of the Treasurer : 


Balance due on tax bills for 1855, . : 435 20 
Cash on hand, : ; : ; 501 92 
$937 12 


WELCOME YOUNG, Treasurer. 


February, 1856. 
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AGENCY FOR THE SALE OF SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS. 


Received from the Town Treasury, ‘ : 
Received from J. W. Jenkins, liquors, cask mea- 
sures, &c., : ‘ 


Received from J. W. Jenkins, uncollected bills, 1853, 


Cash on hand, 

Stock on hand, 

Uncollected bills, 

Cash in Alfred Griffin’s hand, 


Balance against the agency, 


February 20, 1856. 


$ 200 00 


47 10 
15 22 


$-262 32 


$ 82 40 
16 22 
15 22 
52 81 
45 67 


$262 32 
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INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, 
Recorded in East Bridgewater, from Jan. 1, 1855, to Jan. 1, 1856. 


No Date. Names of Groom and Bride. 

{ Jan’y 1, William H. Johnson and Susan Kingman. 

2 ‘* 2, Homan T. Reed and Caroline A. Jenkins. 

3 “ 6, Jesse E. Keith and Josephine Gutterson. 

4 “8, John Fitzgibbon and Ellen Lemasue. 

5 Feb. 31, James Quinn and Bridget Noonan. 

6 ** 13, Michael Winn and Mary O'Donnell. 

7 Mar. 1, James Soule and Elizabeth B. Bates. 

8 «7, Charles H. Goss and Emily Holmes. 

9 ¢ 28, Edward Y. Hayward and Auretta A. Morey. 
10 ‘** 30, Charles M. Staples and Rhoda S. Tirrell. 
11 April 5, Thaddeus Bates and Sophia J. Keen. 

12 ‘7, Dennis Reardon and Joanna Murphy. 
13 “© 14, Elijah Howard and Anna M. J. ‘Trask. 
14 ** 30, Marcus Peirce and Eliza A. Ames. 

15 May 1, Lyman Allen and Jane G. Dunbar. 

16 “© 12, Patrick Murphy and Ann Harris. 

17 July 5, Nahum P. Keith and Caroline Kingman. 
18 “« 6, Amos W. Miller and Betsey N. Spooner. 

19 “« 17, Isaac Keith, 3d, and Lucy T. Ingler. 

, Oakes Angier Ames and Catharine Hobart. 
21 ** 18, Silvanus Sturtevant and Mary Clark. 

22 Sept. 10, Charles F. Bourne and Mary A. Drake. 

23 ‘© 14, Timothy Reardon and Mary Morey. 

24 ¢ 22, Joseph W. Cushing and Mary C. Wade. 
25 «¢ 25, Patrick Dreslau and Margaret Quinlan. 

26 Oct’r 6, Hardy F. Barber and Rebecca D. Bonney. 
27 ¢ 23, Leonard Seaver and Lucy C. Byram. 

28 *« 25, Edward P. Vinton and Betsey E. Bouldry. 
29 Nov. 13, Elijah Tolman and Catharine A. Lawton. 

30 ** 16, Theodore C. Freeman and Sarah E. Damon. 
dl ‘© 17, Samuel D. Keith and Mary C. Battelle. 
32 * 20, Jehial B. Harden and Ruth Trask. 

33 Dec’r 3, Charles Brown and Sarah S. Brown. 

34 *« 6, Francis B. Chamberlain and Esther Thomas. 
30 *« 18, Rufus E Packard and Elizabeth K. Otis. 
36 *¢ 22, William B. Marston and Harriet A. Eustis. 


The number of Births recorded in East Bridgewater, from Jan- 


uary 1, 1855, to January 1, 1856, is 100. 
B. W. HARRIS, Town Cierx. 
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DEATHS REGISTERED IN EAST BRIDGEWATER, 


From January 1st, 1855, to January 1st, 1856. 


Age. 
No Date. Name. = 
Years. | M’ths | Days, 
1 Jan. 14, Frank Pool, 5 ‘ : 3 1 16 
2 “TO, Amelia Jenkins, . : - 3 24 8 16 
38 endl, Fitz W. Worcester, : ; 4 35 
4 Feb. 1, Frederick Bush, '. . . 35 
5 20, John Harden, : ; . 73 
6 March9, Exa Bell, f 3 , ‘ BD | 
7 5 30; Catharine ‘P; Reéd;: s 5 § 18 
8 April 7, Abigail Dunham, . : : 72 
9 Lin» Frank McGuire, . 4 ‘ i 19 
10 “ 99, Hector Orr, : F : > 85 
1). May 3, George Parker, ; ; ; 3 
12 amar | Susannah Mitchell, é f ; 58 5 
13 ba ds 3 Maria Sturtevant, 5 4 ‘ 25 . 
14 June 15, Seth Bean, . ; . 5 > 8 24 
15 a 8. Charles Whitman, . : 21 
16 Aug. 25, Infant daughter of George M. ‘Keith . 
17 July 9, Infant son of A. J. Fish, ° : 9 
18 Aug. 18, Elisabeth Thrasher, , . : 21 
19 pine se Perez Howland, Jr., ‘ . ; 50 
20 #6 29 Henry Grover, A - “ 12 
ai Sept. 6, Samuel Phillips, ‘ ; 74 
22 oF ae Isaac Wade, . ; A 78 
23 Oct. 41, Infant son of Mark Pp, Heathen ‘ 2 
24 46) Harriet Pratt, ” 4 . i - 28 
25 66 05 Edward Burbeck, 2 é ‘ 67 
26 EARS. Welcome Otis, J : ; ;: 65 
27 “1,6, E F. Bancroft, 6 M ‘ 4 3 
28 dane Maria Hobart, . ; . . 66 
29 Nov. 10, Caroline Beaman, . ; > ; 1 2 
30 ss 99, Lydia W. Keith, . 5 t ; 1 
31 “29, Jared Reed, ‘ , i 5 70 
32 Dec. 2, Levi Simmons, . 2 ; - 84 


List of Tax-Payers—1855. 


Tne following is a list of the names of each Tax-Payer in the 
Town of East Bridgewater, for the year 1855, together with their 
Valuation of Real and Personal Estate, and total amount of Tax. 


Names. 


Abner L. Alden, 
Addison Allen, 

Bailey Allen, 

Benjamin R. Alden, 
Bartlett R. Alden, 
Benjamin M. Ackerman, 
Ezra Alden, 

Ebenezer Alger, 
Edward and Dolly Alden, 
Galen Allen, 

Henry Allen, 

Hartwell Atkins, 

Jared Allen, 

James S. Allen, 

Joseph C. Allen, 
Jonathan B. Ackerman, 
Lyman Allen, 

Nahum Allen, 

Orlando M. Alger, 
Widow Rachel Allen, 
Samuel G. Alden, 
Sidney Allen, 

Samuel B. Allen, 
Samuel B, Allen, 2d, 
Timothy Allen, 
William Allen, 

William Allen, 2d, 
Zebina Allen, 


No. of 
Polls. 


1 


Pe ee | 


ee ee ee ee 


etl ee on ee 


Poll 
ax. 


1 $1 50 


1 


rn 


ee ee ee ee ee 


Le el ee ee ee 


50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
59 


50 


50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 


50 


50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 


Real 
Estate. 


$800 


900 
650 
5,775 
2225 
1,650 
2.400 
800 
2,125 


Personal 
Estate. 


Amount 
of Tax: 


$25 $6 73 
1 50 

10 4 Yue 
1,000 11 90 
18 3911 
380 17 94 
85 12 47 
835 21 91 
5 04 

180 16 05 
1 50 

1 50 

25 169 

1 50 

100 560 
1 50 

1 50 

1 50 

300 339 
4 10 

201 52 40 
245 26 77 
1,180 33 56 
1 50 

1 50 

110 15 61 
1 50 

3,180 36 59 


Names. 
Abel Barrell, 
Alfred Brown, 


Alfred Brown, guardian for ) 


Lydia Maria Pratt, 
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No. of 
Polls. 


1 
1 


Asaph Beals and son, Blaney P., 2 


Alfred Botmer, 


Heirs of Algernon S. Brett, 


Widow Betsey Briggs, 

Branch Byram, 

Branch L. Byram and 
Ephraim Noyes, 

Benjamin Bartlett, 

Benjamin P. Bouldry, 

Calvin Buck, 

Charles Brown, 

Charles H. Brown, 

Charles Bates, 


Heirs of Christopher Bates, 


Chandler Bisbee, 
Widow Charity Bryant, 
Charles W. Bennett, 
Cushing Bird, 

Daniel T. Barrell, 
Daniel T. Blanchard, 


David Brown and son, David W., 


Edwin Brown, 
Edward Brown, 
Erastus W. Brett, 
Edwin W. Bancroft, 
Eli Blanchard, 

Elijah Bird, 

Elijah S. Bird, 
Edmund Bird, 

Heirs of Emery Brown, 
Ephraim Bell, 
Edward Burbeck, 
Frank Bryant, 

George W. Barrell, 
George H. Byram, 
George KE. Bird, 
George W. Blanchard, 
George Benson, 
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50 
50 


Real 
Estate. 


1,270 
2.170 

160 
1,125 

700 
2.398 
1,550 
1,500 


530 


1,355 
1,600 


Personal 
Estate. 


125 
785 


2.300 


3D 
550 
115 
275 


80 
80 
307 


205 


30 
482 
705 


189 
30 


30 


380 
550 


1,050 
155 


Amount 
of Tax. 
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Names. 


George Bush, 
Gladden Bonney, 
George Bryant, 
Harrison G. Byram, 
Hiram Bean, 
Horatio G. Bates, 
Hardy F. Barber, 
Hervey Bowen, 
Isaac Brown, 
Isaac Brown, jr. 
James A. Bates, 
James Brown, 


James Bouldry, jr. 


Heirs of Joseph W. Bennett, 


James Bates, 

Jacob Bates, 

James Bell, 

John Bell, : 
John B. Brown, 
Joseph Bisbee, 

John M. Brainard, 
John R. Brown, 

John Bell, jr. 


Assignees of John Bell, jr. 


John Bryant, 

Levi P. Bailey, 
Lucius Bonney, 
Widow Lucy Bates, 
Lysander Bourn, 
Lewis Bates, 

Lucius D. Burbeck, 
Leander Bell, 
Widow Mehitable Brown, 
Martin Beal, 

Moses Bates, 

Morton Barrell, 
Nathaniel Beals, 
Nathan C, Barrows, 
Nahum Bates, 
Patrick Birmingham, 
Peleg T. Brown, 
Rufus P. Bates, 
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No. of 
Polls. 


1 
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fom femal ed, 
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Poll 
Tax. 


Real 
Estate. 


1,663 
3,808 

580 
2.000 
2.500 


1,050 
920 
2.075 
3,250 
310 
2,000 
600 
2171 
300 


Personal 
Estate. 


190 
130 


130 
1,230 


110 
3o 
160 
100 
55) 
50 


280 


500 
187 


37 


50 
220 
30 


75 


Amount 
of Tax. 


1 
13 
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N No. of Poll Real Personal Amount 
pare hi Polls. Tax. Estate. Estate. of Tax. 
Widow Roena Bennett, 1,490 1,720 20 23 
Samuel Bates, 1 150° 2,764 1,130 26 O01 
Widow Sarah Bush, 1,000 6 30 
Seth Bryant, 1 150 7,910 6,165 90 35 
Thaddeus Bates, 1 1 50 1 50 
Thomas Bourn, 1 150 1,000 7 80 
Thomas W. Barrell, 1 1 50 250 30 3 27 
Warren Brown, 1 1 50 930 37 7 61 
Watson Bonney, 1 1 50 1 50 
William Bird, Dopod 675 5 78 
William H. Bird, I £ 1-60 850 6 86 
William Bowen,. 1 1 50 500 7 4 71 
William D. Bates, 1 1 50 1 50 
William Bookmaster, 1 1 50 550 4 97 
William H. Bates, L tl 60: 1,950 137 «14 67 
William H. Brown, } 7 1.50 225 100 3 58 
Abisha 8S. Churchill, gsi 50 1 50 
Benjamin I’. Caswell, 1 1 50 1 50 
Charles McCarty, 1 7 1 50 900 —. 717 
Calvin Chamberlain, 1 1650 2865 389 =. 22 «04 
Edmund Casey, bs 50 350 3 71 
Edward Cranage, ly @ 150 1 50 
Edward Carney, 1 1 50 1 50 
Elbridge Curtis, 1 150 1,100 30 8 62 
Elijah L. Clark, 1 £50 1 50 
The E. Carver Company, 25,000 20,000 283 50 
Francis Carey, 1 150 2,575.;.1,505.) 27 26 
Franklin B. Clapp, 1 1 50 575 5 15 
Francis Chamberlain, 1 1 80 1 50 
George Clapp, 1 1 50 1 50 
Hervey Chandler, felt 50 750 6 23 
Hiram Curtis, 1 150 1 50 
John A. Conant, 1 150 7,550 2,200 62 93 
Joseph Chamberlain, 1 150 3,590 140.25 ~(00 
Jacob H. Crossman, 1 150 2,660 300 =.20 15 
James McClintock, 1 1 50 1 50 
John H. Chadwick, lye 1°50 1 50 
John Costello, I ¢ 1 50 150 2 45 
Jeremiah Crowley, 1, t 1°50 300 3 39 
James Casey, { 1 50 1 50 
Joseph H. Cook, 1 1 50 1 50 


21 


Nites’ No.of Poll Real Personal Amount 
Polls. Tax. Estate. Estate. of Tax. 
Josiah Chamberlain, 1 1 50 1 50 
_ Joseph Cushing, 1 1 50 1 50 
John Connell, 1 i 1 50 1 50 
John Cook, 1 1 50 1 50 
James Coogan, 1 1 59 1 50 
Levi Churchill, 1 150 4,056 1,110 34 OL 
Lewis Chamberlain, 1 150 1,000 7 80 
Luther Churchill, 1 150 = 1,435 297 12 40 
Luther Churchill, jr., IT tJ] 50 1 50 
Lewis Clark, je Wb a 1 50 
Marquis D. Converse, 1 1 50 1 50 
Michael Connell, 1 £1.50 1 50 
Nathan Chamberlain, 1 ' 1 50 1 50 
Nathan W. Chamberlain, L $1 50 275 3 26 
Nymphas M. Chandler, 1 150 1,200 9 06 
Patrick Costello, 1 1 50 1 50 
Patrick O’Connell, Lavage here A 1 50 
Patrick Crowley, 1 i 180 1 50 
Roland F. Copeland, 1} 1550 310 100 4 08 
Robert Curtis, 1 1650 3,925 3,500 48 31 
Samuel P. Condon, 1 1 50 300 3 39 
Seth P. Conant, 1 150 °° # £450 4 34 
Simeon Curtis, 1 150 7,560 3,582 71 36 
Stetson Chandler, 1 1 50 1 50 
Samuel V. Chandler, 1 1 50 1 50 
~ Thomas Conant, 1 150 1,000 7 80 
Thomas H. Cummings, 1 1 50 300 3 39 
Thomas Cook, 1 £5750 1 59 
William Curwin, 1 41 50 1 50 
— William Coggeshall, 1 150 75 2 00 
~ Warren K. Churchill, 1 11 50 1 50 
William Carroll, 1. 1 50 1 50 
Albert H. Dyer, 50 235 01 
Eliphalet S. Davenport, 50 = 400 02 
| George Douglass, 50 850 86 
George E. Dorothy, 50 59 
Henry Dorman, 50 


Isaac A. Dunbar, 50 275 30 


ee ee 
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Ira Drake, 50 994 135 62 
Ira W. Drake, 50 50 
Job Dunham, 50 500 65 


Names. 


John Doran, 
Joshua Dwelly, 
John Dempsey, 
Jeremiah Dempsey, 
Jesse Dunbar, 
James Dee, 

James Donnahoe, 
John E. Davenport, 
Lewis Delano, 
Lucius Dickerman, 
Lemuel Dunbar, 


Nathaniel M. Davenport, 


Salmon Dunbar, 
Timothy Drake, 
Timothy L. Drake, 
Thomas Drake, 


Abram Everson, 
Alanson Estes, 
Abner L, Ellis, 
Barzilla F. Ellis, 
Benjamin J. Eddy, 
Benjamin Edson, 
Daniel P. Edson, 
Henry Edson, 
Hiram H. Erskin, 
John Eustis, 

John D. P. Emery, 
Jonah Edson, 
John Edson, 
Nahum Edson, 
Nathaniel Ellis, 
Plyna Edson, 

Seth R. Edson, 
Thomas Ellis, 
William Edson, 
William Elms, 
William H. Eustis, 
Waterman J. Ellis, 
William Emerson, 


Arunah T. Ford, 


yy 


No. of Poll Real 
Polls. Tax. Estate. 
1 1 50 

I 41750 

1 i1 50 

1 1 50 

1 1 50 

1 1 50 

1 150 

1 1 50 450 
1 150 1,300 
1 11 50 

1 1 50 950 
1 150 2,400 
147950 151560 
1 150 41,895 
1 150 850 
1 1 50 

1 150 = 2,000 
1 150 509 
1 1 50 

I 150 1,850 
L £1750 600 
1 1 50 100 
lL £°F'50 

1 150 1,800 
1 150 1,100 
1 150 1,050 
1 1 50 

1 150 1,600 
141 50 

1 1 50 

lei 1°50 

1 1 50 525 
1 1 50 

1.1 1°50 

1 1.50 750 
1 T'1 50 

17 1°50 

ee?" 50 

1 1 50 

1 150 1,800 


Personal 
Estate. 


100 


30 


189 


155 
75 


245 
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525 
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Names. 
Adoniram J. Fish, 
Benjamin H. Fisher, 
Daniel French, 

David Ford, 

Edward F. Field, 
Ezra T. Fuller, 
Horace W. French, 
Jared P. Foster, 
Josephus Freeman, 
Josephus L. Freeman, 
Joseph Foster, 

James H. Fullarton, 
John Flynn, 

Jeremiah Fisher, 
Jacob Folsom, 
Michael Feney, 
Michael Frier, 

Heirs of Nathaniel French, 
Nathaniel W. French, 
Robert B. Fellows, 
Samuel French, 
Tolman French, 
Theodore C. Freeman, 


Widow Anna Gurney, 


' Almon Gurney,-. 


Alfred Gurney, 
Alfred Griffin, 
Benjamin Goddard, 
Cyrus Gurney, 
Charles Griggs, 


Caleb Goss, 


Charles H. Goss, 
David S. Gurney, 
Emily A. Gurney, 
George Gross, 
Henry Gurney, 
Henry A. Grow, 
Isaac G. Gardner, 
John Gafney, 
John Gallagher, 
James Green, 
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Real 
Estate. 


700 
2635 


1,300 
1,800 
45 


450 


1,000 
225 
1,000 
9 200 
50 


200 


Personal 
Estate. 


2,180 


100 
265 


2.014 
400 
117 
800 


57 


189 
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of Tax. 
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Names. 


James Gurney, 
Lucius Gurney, 
Levi T. Gurney, 
Morris C. Gould, 
Michael Griffin, 
Otis Grover, 

Samuel Gordon, 
Thomas R. Gannett, 
Thomas Griggs, 


Azor Harris, 

Arthur Harris, 
Aaron Hobart, 
Aaron Hobart, jr. 
Abel S. Heald, 
Alonzo L. Holmes, 
Arvan Holbrook, 
Bela Hill, 

Benjamin W. Harris, 
Cushman Hathaway, 
Charles F. Hicks, 
Cornelius C. Hooper, 
Caleb L. Hudson, 
Calvin Harlow, 
David Howard, 


Ebenezer and Josiah Hathaway, 


Ellis W. Holmes, 
Ellis W. Holmes, 2d, 
Ellis Holmes, 

Ellis C. Holmes, 
Elijah Howard, 
Edward Y. Hayward, 
Francis Hayward, 
Francis Howe, 
George W. Harden, 
Harlow Harden, 
Hiram H. Heald, 
Henry G. Hill, 

Heirs of Hercules Hatch, 
Isaac Hatch, 

Ira Horton, 

Israel Hobart, 


2A. 


No. of Poll Real 
Polls. aK. Estate. 
1 * 1.50 
1 1 80 
1 1 59 200 
1 441550 
1 * 1°50 650 
1 150 1,200 
1 * 1:60 
1 1 50 
1 21°50 
1 150 1,000 
1 150 
1 $150 4,750 
1 150 11,720 
1 +150 
1 1 50 
2 300 ~~ 1,000 
1 150 4,000 
1 150 1,000 
1 1 50 
1 41-60 
1150 1,073 
1 1 50 900 
1 150 
Ties eri 510 
2 300 1,800 
1 150 1,025 
1 1 50 
1 150 4,350 
1 150 1,100 
1 1 50 
1 1 50 
1 1 50 
1 * 150 
1a 50: 078 
1 1 50 600 
14+ 4:50 
1 1 50 
825 
1 150 1,750 
1 50 
1 150 41,730 


Personal 
Estate. 


330 


30 


530 
11,530 


1,160 


Amount 
of ‘Tax, 


1 50 


34 77 
147 98 
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Pe utes: No.of Poll Real Personal Amount 

Polls. Tax. Estate. Estate. of Tax. 

John O. Hudson, 1 1.50 1 50 
Assignees of John O, Hudson, 5,000 31 50 
Josiah Hathaway, 800 5 04 
Jotham Hicks, 1 Saag at 800 6 54 
James O. Hain, 1” | 50 1 50 
John Hudson, 1° 1 50 1 50 
James Hickey, feo vow 343 3 64 
James Holden, in eae 1 59 
Jason W. Harden, 1 1 50 1 59 
John B. Harden, b edimatsh sr 5, 79 2 00 
John T. Harris, 1 1 50 150 2 45 
John H. Hathaway, 1 1650 = 2,410 137. 17-69 
Lucius Harden, | elie gg 5 1 50 
Loranous 8. Hathaway, 1 1 50 i 50 
Lydia Hersey, and sister Rachel, 540 3 40 
Leonard Hill, 1 150 1,675 125 12 90 
Leonard H. Hayward, > 150 1 59 
Luther Harden, 1 1 50 1 50 
Luther Hatch, 1 Toon 1 50 
Morris Hennesy, Py Epo 1 59 
Melvin Harden, 1 150 = 1,307 144 10 63 
Widow Mary Harris, 2,000 12 60 
Widow Mary Harden, 425 2 71 
Mark P. and Lucinda Hudson, 1 1 50. 2,250 1,025 2217 
Noah Harden, 2 300 386 39 + 71 
Nahum Harden, 1 150 ~— 1,450 TES U0 
Nahum Hatch, 1 150 1 50 
Nathaniel Hersey, 1 1 50 150 2 45 
Otho Hayward, P 1.50" 2,60¥ 520-21 16 
Perez Howland, 1 150 ~~ 1,400 100 =10 95 
Philip H. Howe, 1 1 50 1 50 
Reuben Healy, 1 1 50 300 3 39 
Reuben Harden, blu 800 6 54 
Samuel, Lydia and Lucy Harris,l 1 50 1,350 812 15 11 
Seth Harden, 1 1 50 950 32 7 68 
Seth Harden, jr. 1 1 50 390 3 71 
Seabury C. Hathaway, BL 50 27or 170 §=19 90 
Thomas A. Herrick, Get ha oe eb, 30 8 62 
Timothy Harlow, jr. | Ye iy 1 50 
William Hudson, ier ob) 2.6au 200 19 46 
Willis Harden, Lo ko. F000 7 80 
William B. Hall, G* rao 1 50 


Names. 


William R. Hathaway, 
William Hudson, 24, 
William Hersey, 
Waldo Hayward, 
Waldo Hayward, jr. 
William Harris, 
William C. Holmes, 
William Holmes, 
William Ham, 
Zenas Harden, 
Zaccheus Hale, 


Abner C, Jackson, 
Charles Jordon, 
Charles A. James, 
Ebenezer Jones, 
George W. Joyce, 
George W. Jenkins, 
George M. Jenkins, 
Hervey Josselyn, 
Horace Johnson, 
James G. Johnson, 
John S. Jenness, 
James R. Josselyn, 
John Jones, 

John W. Jenkins, 
Merritt Jenkins, 
Merritt Jenkins, jr. 
William W. Josselyn, 
Willard Johnson, 
Willard Johnson & Co. - 
William M. Judkins, 
William N. Jenkins, 
Zebina Johnson, 


Aaron Keene, 

Barzilla Keith, 

Benjamin W. Keith, 
Benjamin and Franklin Keith, 
Calvin Kingman, 

Calvin Keith, 

Caleb Keene, 
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No. of Poll Real Personal 
Polls. Tax. Estate. Estate. 
1, 1 30 945 207 
1 1 50 
2 3 00 2,000 bt yy 
1 150 3485 421 
1 1 50 840 125 
1 1 50 
1,450 400 
1 1 50 
bi yl ot 
1 y 150 400 ri 
1 150 1510 157 
1 150 1,200 30 
1 .150 2,300 237 
1 "1,50 O75 
by gob b0 
Ls >t. 50 450 
1 1 50 
1 1 50 
Ly 58 500 
L et k-590 
1 1 50 00 
1 1 50 300 
1 150 2,000 30 
1 150 1,050 100 
1 150 ~ 1,495 850 
1 150 1,660 107 
1 1450 = 4,800 315 
1 150 1,500 
bays 60 
1,150 
1 1.50 200 
1 1 50 
1 1 50 900 
Ley) 1 50 
1 150 1,803 65 
by 150 900 
2 300 2150 620 
1 150 1,100 
bk ovd 60 825 32 
1 150 


Amount _ 
or Lax, 
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Names. 
David Kingman, 
David Kingman, jr. 
Heirs of Ezra Kingman, 
Ezra Kingman, 


KE. & E. Kingman & Co. 


Edward Kingman, 
Edward S. Keith, 
Freedom Keith, 
George Keith, 
George M. Keith, 
Isaac Keith, 

Isaac Keith, 2d, 
Isaac Keith, 3d, 
Isaac N. Keith, 
James G. Knapp, 
James Kingman, 
Judah B. Keene, 
John W. Kennon, 
John Kenney, 
Lewis Keith, 
Lewis Keith, jr., 
Levi and Heman Keith, 
Lysander Keith, 
Marcus M. Keith, 
Nathan Kingman, 
Otis Kingman, 
Peter Keating, 
Patrick Keif, 
Perez Keith, 
Packard Keith, 
Parlee Keith, 
Robert C. Keith, 
Samuel Keith, 
Samuel D. Keith, 
Simeon C. Keith, 
Scott Keith, 

Scott Keith & Co. 
Heirs of Samuel Keene, 
Samuel Keene, 


Thomas and Agnes Keith, 


Thaxter Keith, 
Willard Keith, 
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Estate. 


100 
1,350 
1,450 
1,250 
2495 


2244 
1,600 


Personal 
Estate. 
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Names. 
William Keene, 
William W. Keene, 
Zenas Keith, 

Zebina Keith, 
Zebina Keith, jr. 
Widow Zilpha Keith, 


Zebina Keith and S. Norton, 


Anthony Larcher, 
Charles Lincoln, 
Charles H. Lyon, 
Caleb G. Lazell, 
Charles A. Latham, 
Elbridge G. Lyon, 
Kliab Latham, 
Francis D. Litchfield, 
Galen Latham, 
George KE. Luzarder, 
Hervey Lucas, 
Henry P. Luzarder, 
Hermon Leonard, 
Isaac Lincoln, 
Isaac K. Lyon, 
Isaac Loveridge, 
Jacob Leonard, 
John Lubec, 

John Langmaid, 
Levi Lucas, 

Levi M. Lucas, 
Melzar Litchfield, 
Marston Lazell, 
Ruel Lincoln, 
Rufus A. Littlefield, 
Seth Littlefield, 
Samuel Luzarder, 
Stillman Leavitt, 
Stephen Lang, 
Susan Latham, 
William Lincoln, 
William B. Lincoln, 
William Leary, 
William O, Leary, 
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No. of 
Polls. 
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et 


50 
50 
50 
50 
50 


Real 


Estate. 


3,000 
1,000 
3,000 
3,000 


3,075 
4,500 
1,000 

300 
6,325 
1,470 
5,208 

500 
6,625 


1,000 


50 


1,000 


2.000 


600 


725 
2.250 


1,300 


99 
1,000 


Personal 
Estate. 


639 
155 
2125” 


3,620 
1,530 


64 


3,899 
304 
1,785 


2.599 


30 


37 


200 


150 
307 
300 


15 
3,410 


Amount 
of Tax 


24 43 

7 80 
21 41 
33 82 
24 31 
29 04 
28 35 
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Names, POU Text: Etats Ebintes OO Want 
William Lyon, Loi b 59 1 50 
Amos W. Mellin, 1 1 50 1 50 
Alexis C. Miller, ry LP 50 162 42 2 76 
Asa Mitchell, 1 150 = 5,000 33 00 
Cyrus Monroe, jr. 1 150 2,500 330 = «19 33 
Charles Mitchell, lb. ks). Bess 11 20 
Cyrus Miller, Er P50 180 263 
Cushing Mitchell, 1 150 56,550 2,680 583 35 


Cushing Mitchell, Executor on 1300 8 19 
Nahum Mitchell’s Estate, , 
Edward Madden, 1 1 50 1 50 
Ethan Monroe, 1 1 50 800 6 54 
Franklin Monroe, 1 1 50 1 50 
George Mitchell, 1 150 1,962 4,710 48 82 
George T. Mitchell, bi P50 500 4 65 
George W. Mellin, 1 1 50 1 50 
Granville H. Monroe, 150 95 
James Mullen, Bb 4250 800 6 54 
John Murrey, FF d.E ov 1 50 
James Monroe, it 50 1 50 
James H. Mitchell, 1 150 5,800 180 39 17 
Joseph Morse, Lit 50 61,7387 4% Wile leas 
John Murphy, Lo ft 50 1 50 
James Murrey, 1 1 50 1 50 
Martin McLaughlin, 1 tk so. 1,790 704 17 19 
Mattfield Manufacturing Co., 26,250 165 33 
Nathan Maxim, B vdeo 1 50 
Philip Morrison, Fe 7 1 50 1 50 
Patrick Morey, I 21 50 1 50 
Patrick Murphy, |e ti 1 50 
Sylvanus L. Mitchell, 1 150 2,600 17 88 
Stephen A. Morse, 1 iT 50 1 50 
Theodore Marston, 1 150 1,025 7 99 
Timothy Mitchell, 1 14650 1,056 1,032 14 67 
William L. Mitchell, 1 150 ~~ 1,000 7 80 
William H. Monroe, 1 1 50 100 2.13 
Cornelius Nash, 1 £1 50 1 50 
‘Daniel L. Nash, 1 150 1 50 
Daniel Noon, 11 50 1 50 
George S. Newhall, 1 1 60 1 50 


Names. 


Isaac Nutter, 

Josiah E. Noyes, 

John Noon, 

Loring Nash, 

Levi W. Noyes, 

Mary Nash, 

Widow Nabby Newhall, 
Patrick Noon, 

Samuel P. Newhall, 
Samuel R. Newhall, 


Cushing Otis, 
Ebenezer Osbourn, 
Galen Osbourn, 
George Osbourn, 
Hector O. A. Orr, 
Heirs of Hugh Orr, jr., 
Josiah Otis, 

Levi Osbourn, 

~ Leander Osbourn, 
Oliver M. Orr, 
Peleg Osbourn, 
Peleg Osbourn, jr., 
Samuel A. Orr, 
Susan Orr, 
Welcome Otis, 
William Osbourn, 


Addison Pratt, 
Allen M. Porter, 


Heirs of Benjamin Pincin, 


Cephas A. Porter, 
Cornelius B. Pease, 
Calvin Porter, 
Dexter Pratt, 
David Pratt, 

David Pratt, 2d, 
David H. Pratt, 
Ephraim Pease, 
Edmund T. Packard, 
Elisha Phillips, 
Francis W. Porter, 
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No. of 
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50 
50 


Real 


Estate. 


3,000 
120 


600 
2105 


300 
825 
640 


2.107 
550 
661 


1,500 
1,100 


2,110 
636 
400 

6,442 


1,500 
200 


1,500 
1,430 
1,870 
1,300 
3,455 
2 498 

850 


1,000 


Personal 
Estate. 


2175 


32 
92 
3,900 
500 


129 
50 


300 
30 


340 


300 


Amount 
of: Tax 


b4 


9 
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1 
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13 
26 
59 


50 


78 


Names. 
Francis Packard, 
George H. Pratt, 
Horace M. Peck, 
Henry Pollard, 
Henry S. Pearson, 
Isaac Pratt, 
Isaac R. Porter, 
John Porter, 
John T. Pratt, 
John B. Porter, 
John Parris, 


Rey. Joseph H. Phipps, 


John Pierce, - 
James Perkins, 
John Paley, 

Levi B. Parker, 
Marcus Pierce, 
Matthew Parris, 
Martin Parris, 
Nathan M. Pool, 
Nathaniel Porter, 
Nathaniel Perkins, 
Oliver Pratt, 

Orrin Parris, 
Philander Pratt, 
Prince E. Penniman, 
Richard Powers, 
Sidney Packard, 
Sidney H. Packard, 
Sidney Perkins, 
Samuel Pool, 
Samuel R. Pool, 
Samuel Packard, 
Thomas Parris, 
Thomas Parris, Jr., 
Thomas Pratt, 
Wadsworth Phillips, 
William Pratt, 
William F. Pratt, 


O’Brien Quigley, 
Patrick Quigley, 
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No. of 
Polls. 


a ee ee ee ee ee oe ee eo er ee 


a 


Poll 
Tax. 


a ee ee ce ee ee ee oe ee ee 


or 


50 
59 
59 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 


5 


50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 


50 
50 


Real 
Estate. 


1,095 


Personal 
Estate. 


105 


800 
814 


25 


150 


30 


Amount 
ofiTax. 


9 
1 
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1 
6 
30 


3 
10 
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Names. 


Patrick Quinlan, 


Aaron Ramsdell, 
Andrew H. Reed, 
Benjamin R. Robinson, 
Bradbury C. Randall, 
Charles Rogers, 
Calvin Reed, 

Dexter Reed, 

Daniel N. Reed, 
Daniel Reed, 
Dennis Ryadon, 
David P. Reynolds, 
Everett Rose, 
Franklin Reed, 
George A. Reed, 
Gustavus Record, 

~ Hodijah Robinson, 
Herbert Robinson, 
Homan T. Reed, 
Isaac Reed, 

Isaac Reed, jr., 
James Rollins, 
James T. Reed, 
Jacob A. Rogers, 
John Reed, 

Joseph E. Reed, 
Joseph Ramsdell, 
Josiah P. Reynolds, 
Joseph Reed, 

Joseph Reed, jr., 
Jared Reed, 

Josiah Richmond, 
John P. Reed, jr., | 
James Ryadon, 
Lucius Remick, 
Lewis P. Raymond, © 
Widow Lettice B. Reed, 
Lewis P. Ryder, 
Leland P. Robinson, 
Mary Ramsdell, 
Marcus S. Reed, 
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No. of 
Polls. 


1 


ee el ee ll el el oe 


el ell ae oe 


_ 


Poll 


A Wp 


1 


el ee | 


el 


50 


50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
59 
59 
50 
59 
50 
50 
59 
50 
50 
59 
59 
50 
50 
50 
59 
a0 
50 
50 
59 
59 
50 
59 
50 
50 


50 
50 
50 
59 
50 


50 


1 50 


50 


Real 
Estate. 


2.000 

200 
4,260 
1,500 


650 
1,643 


3,187 


200 
500 


2,440 
1,850 
1,000 


1,650 
3,000 
1,521 

700 
1,732 


2.015 
2,110 
1,075 

900 


650 
759 


300 


Personal 
Estate. 


325 


1,000 
1,162 
125 
AO 
37 


157 
150 


125 


1,200 


Amount 
of Tax. 


1 50 


22 61 


Wt Fw HS K&D 
=p) 
Or 


ae 


Names, 


Martin Rounds, 
Marcus Robinson, 
Nathaniel Ramsdell, 
Nahum Ramsdell, 
Philemon Ramsdell, 
Quinzy Reed, 
Simeon Richmond, 
Simeon Richmond, jr. 
Samuel P. Reed, 
Samuel A. Randall, 
Thomas Rogers, 
William Randall, 
Wallace Rust, 
Wales Rogers, 
William Ramsdell, 
William Reed, 
William B. Ripley, 
Zeba Richards, 


Alvin Shaw, 

Abijah Severance, 
Andrew J. Shaw, 
Heirs of Adam Stetson, 
Rev. Baalis Sanford, . 
Charles J. Smith, 
Clark Swallow, 
Christopher B. Smith, 
Charles Siddall, 
Charles Short, 

Caleb Sturtevant, 
Charles Staples, 
Charles F’. Shaw, 


| David Standish, 


Darius Shaw, 
Elias C. Stilwell, 
Ezra F. Sampson, 
Edward Sharp, 
Edwin L. Snell, 
Francis Sparrow, 
George H. Savory, 
George Sprague, 


George B. Standish & Co. 


5 
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No. of 
Polls. 


1 


a 
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a 
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Poll 
Tax. 
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| 
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50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
00 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 


50 
50 
50 


50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 


Real 
Estate. 


850 
1,490 
1,759 


2,000 
600 


200 
2200 
1,000 
3,090 


200 


400 
2.300 
994 
1,955 
550 


1,000 
1,200 


800 


1,500 
400 


325 


100 


Personal 
Estate. 


182 
117 


700 
175 
220 


100 
1,200 


1,297 


400 


200 
4,250 


Amount 
of Tax. 


6 
12 
13 
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Names. 


Tsaac W. Sherman, 
Joshua Sturtevant, 
Jabez H. Sturtevant, 
Joseph Shaw, 

James W. Soule, 
James F. Severance, 
John Soule, 

James G. Stuart, 
James Stuart, 
James Swasey, 

John H. Scribner, 
James Siddall, 
James Siddall, jr. 
John F. Steingardt, 


Joseph A. Steingardt, 


John T. Sampson, 
Joseph Sampson, 
Josiah I, Sparrow, 
John Smith, 
Lebbeus Smith, 
Levi Simmons, 
Minot C. Shaw, 


Minot C. Shaw & Co. 


Martin Shaw, 
Martin Sumner, 
Michael Shay, 
Nahum B. Smith, 


Nahum B. Smith, Guardian for 
heirs of David Gurney, 


Nathan T. Snell, 
Nathan P. Soule, 
Nehemiah Sherman, 
Nathaniel S. Snow, 
Oliver M. Sharp, 
Peleg Stetson, 
Reuben Shaw, 
Reed & Stetson, 
Samuel Seaver, 
Samuel Snell, 
Sylvanus Sturtevant, 
Samuel Shaw, 

_ Samuel Shaw, jr. 
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1,900 


1,100 
1,700 


950 
100 
1,500 


4,167 
300 
600 
200 


2.000 


Personal 


Estate. 


79 


oO” 
60 


909 
130 


415 


657 


—— 


Amount 
of Tax. 
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Waynes: No.of Poll Real Personal Amount 

Polls. Tax. Estate. Estate. of Tax. 

Samuel Shaw, jr. & Co. 1,200 7 56 
Samuel D. Shaw, LY. 1 560- 10,500 15687 >" 7830 
Samuel C. Smith, Le oe o75 Bo o> 40 
Thomas Sherman, 1 1 380 1 50 
Thomas G. Stetson, 1 Ao 100 2 13 
Thomas C. Sturtevant, 1 1 50 220 2 95 
William G. Sampson, 1 1 50 125 2 32 
William W. Smith, | ee ars) 1 50 
' Heirs of William Smith, . 1,059 6 62 
William H. Smith, 1 1 59 1 50 
Walter Severance, 1 150. 1,800 9 69 
William N. Soule, 1 1 50 945 7 49 
Zenas Sturtevant, 1 1 59 300 3 39 
Augustus Tinkham, pied sb 1 50 
Barnabas Thatcher, 1 * 1°30 10,256" 2591. S246 
Bartholomew Trow, 1 150 2,900 80 14 60 
Bartholomew Trow, Jr. all Mies 850 500 =-10 O1 
Charles Thrasher, ou 60 I 88 
Charles Thompson, 1 1 50 1,200 157) 10 07 
Daniel Thrasher, ogee ou 1 50 
Daniel Tribou, Lo Thre 875 7 04 
Ephraim Tinkham, 1 1 59 1 50 
Ehjah Tolman, 1 150 1,550 11 27 
E. Tolman & J. P. Foster, 550 3 47 
George W. Taft, id ees 8 1 50 
George A. Trow, 1 150 2,200 187 =616 56 
Hervey Tolman, ihe by iid Bia 1 50 
John Thayer, 1 1 59 500 32 4 84 
John B. Thayer, 1 1 50 300 3 71 
Josiah Tilson, [Reds aes) 1 50 
John B. Thurston, re OU 575 92 3 72 
John R. Thurston, 1 1 50 260 60 3 52 
Jeremiah D. Thurlow, Ae rad 5 300 3 39 
John C. Tates, bE eiF 50 1 50 
Peleg Thompson, i 1 59 650 5 60 
Sylvanus Tinkham, j adil Ue st 300 3 39 
Samuel W. Tilson, 1 150 1,648 Sy pean |---| 
Thomas F. Turner, jd Bae 350 3°71 
Timothy Tobin, byl bo 1 50 
Willard Tribou, | Lees) Baca 1 50 
Williams Tirrell, 1 1 50 1 50 


Names. 


William Tirrell, 


James Underwood, 
Joseph Underwood, 


Widow Clarissa Vinton, 
Josiah O. Vinton, 
Joseph Vinton, 

John Vosmos, 
Nathaniel Vaughn, 
William Vinton, 


Albert D. Wheeler, 
Asa T. Whitman, 
Allen Washburn, 
Alden Washburn, 
Abigail Whitman, 
Asaph Whitmarsh, 
Alice Whitman, 


Benjamin H. Ward & Ira Shaw, 


Benjamin H. Washburn, 
Benjamin White, 
Calvin S. Whitman, 
Charles H. Whiting, 
Calvin Wade, 
Daniel E. Willis, 
Daniel Whitman, 
Eleazer Whitman, 
Eleazer Whitman, jr. 
Ebenezer Whitmarsh, 
Ezra Whitmarsh, 
Ezra S. Whitmarsh, 
Ezekiel Whitman, 
Edward Worcester, 
Eldridge Winsor, 
Francis Worcester, 
Greenough Wood, 
George F°. Willis, 
George W. Wildey, 
Gideon Wilbar, 
Galen Willis, 
George Wright, 
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= 
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Real 
Estate. 


3,160 


Personal 
Estate. 


989 


1,000 


Amount 
of Tax, 


27 65 
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No. of 
Names, Polls. 


Hermon Washburn, 1 

Hermon A. Washburn, 

Harrison Whitman, 

Hiram G. Washburn, 

Harrison W. White, 

Henry Wade, 

Isaac Washburn, 

Joshua Whitmarsh, 

Josiah Whitman, 

John A. Whiting, 

John Whiting, 

Joseph C. White, 

John Wade, 

James R. Whitmarsh, 

John Waterman, 

John Wright, 

John W. Worcester, 

John A. Williams, 

Levi Washburn, 

Levi C. Wright, 

Levi Whitmarsh, 

Luke Worcester, 

Lydia Williams, 

Lot Whitmarsh, 

Martin Whiting, 1 

Mercena A. Whitman, 1 

Mary and Olive Whitmarsh, 

Nicholas Wade, 1 

Nehemiah White, 1 

Nathan Whitman, 

Nathan Whitman, Adm’r on 
Freedom Whitman’s Estate, 

Nathan D. Whitman, 1 

Oliver G. Whitmarsh, 1 

Widow Olive Washburn, 

Oliver Washburn, 


tl 


St a ee ee 


Obadiah West, : 
Rev. Philo B. Wilcox, 1 
Patrick Whaland, 1 
Widow Rachel Whitman, 

Robert Wade, 1 
Sampson Washburn, 1 


ys 


cell oon Sl ee Oe 


ce ee ee 


pet el feed 


pad 
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teed 


Poll 


Tax. 
50 
50 
50 
50 
30 
50 
50 
59 


50 


Real 
Estate. 


500 


3,500 
175 
1,200 


4,000 
1,100 
1,675 
1,405 


800 
2,605 
830 
1,400 


650 
550 
1,490 


1,845 
2400 
1,175 
3,900 

550 
6,420 


4975 


575 
805 
600 
850 
1,600 


325 
1,000. 
V5 


Personal 
Estate. 


2,120 
30 


125 


137 
100 


Amount 
of Tax. 
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65 
50 
91 
82 
06 
50 
39 


50 
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No. of Poll Real 


plainer Polls. Tax. Estate. 
Simeon G. Whitmarsh, 1 21°60. oor 
Simeon Wood, 1 1 50-- 1,100 
Widow Susanna Whitman, 550 


Samuel F. White, 
Selden Washburn, 
Thomas Whitmarsh, 
Thomas F, Whitmarsh, 


50 2,000 
50-825 
50 3,965 


el ee 
ee al 
On 
= 


Thomas White, 464 

Theodore Washburn, 50 

Thomas Wade, 50 

William White, 50 

William H. White, 50 

Washburn & Willis, 

William B. Woodruff, 1 4*1 7590 

William E. Whitman, 1, 41°50 

Willard Whitman, 1 150 4,205 

Charles P. Young, Ll 30 500 

Samuel A. Young, 1 1 50 

Welcome Young, 1 150 4,240 
NON-RESIDENTS. 

ABINGTON. 

Names. Real Estate. 
Henry Alden, $4,021 
Widow Jane Bates, | 50 
Heirs of Randall Bicknell, 52 
Heirs of Edward Cushing, 200 
Christopher Dyer, 175 
Edward Dyer, 100 
Samuel Dyer, 50 
Daniel M. Fullarton, 108 
Hervey Fullerton, 150 
Jacob Fullarton, 234 
Daniel Gurney, 220 
Davis Gurney, 60 
Edmund Gurney, 600 
Cushing Harding, 120 
James 8. Harding, 90 


Marshall Humble, 150 


Personal 
Estate. 


64 
37 
925 
302 
30 
300 


4,000 
300 


Amount 
of Tax. 


Fire 
8 68 
9 33 


rw) _— 
@&H 
FO = 
ww DW 


i 
— 
om) 


OT ee ee ee el 
Or 
co) 


rw) 


jamal 
Co 
Jes) 


39 


Names, Real Estate. Tax. 

Widow Mary Harding, 250 1 58 
Ephraim 8. Jenkins, 385 2 46 
Asa Keith, 450 2 84 
Benjamin King, 2,640 16 63 
Obadiah Millet, 500 3.15 
Heirs of Alexander Nash, 75 50 
Eliab Noyes, 625 3 97 
Mary and Hannah Noyes, and Abigail 540 3 40 

Whitman, 

Samuel Norton, 2,000 15 75 
Ebenezer Porter, 440 indie 
Franklin Peterson, 1,060 6 68 
Heirs of Noah Pool, 218 1 39 
Heirs of Cyrus Reed, 315 2 O02 
Ebenezer Reed, 100 63 
Marcus Reed, 1,600 10 08 
Nahum Reed, 85 57 
Samuel Reed, 450 2 84 
Ezra Trufant, 80 30 
William Tribou, 950 5 99 
Arnold Wade, 30 19 
Jared Whitman, 1,055 6 68 
Samuel Wilkes, 375 2 39 

_ Thomas White, jr., 200 1 26 

AUSTRALIA. 
George Smith, 259 1 58 
BRIDGEWATER. 

| George Andrews, 875 5 54 
Heirs of Joseph Alden, 100 63 
| Heirs of Thomas Alden, 100 63 
| George and Josiah L. Bassett, 1,050 6 62 
| Heirs of Calvin Hayward, 270 1 70 
| Mitchell Hooper, 260 1 64 
Elbridge Keith, 150 95 
| Hezekiah Keith, 40 25 
Caleb Mitchell, 804 5 04 

| Widow Susan Packard, 150 95 
| Nahum Stetson, 900 5 67 


Abram Washburn, 5,000 31 50 


Names. 
Solomon Ager, 
Charles Barstow, 
Assignees of Peter Dalton, 
Samuel Dillaway, 
James Eaton, 
Nathan D. Hyde, 
Keene & Kennady, 
Robert Orr, 

Elijah P. Robinson, 
Samuel R. Smith, 
Sarah Whitman, 


40 


BOSTON. 
Real Estate. 
500 
6,200 
500 
900 
2,000 
2,990 
1,250 
6,000 
600 
260 
1,050 


NORTH BRIDGEWATER. 


Town of North Bridgewater, 


Henry Curtis, 

Isaac Curtis, 

Isaac F. Curtis, 

Moses G. Clark, 

Olive Curtis, 

Oliver Dyke, 

Barnabas Edson, 

Heirs of Polly Ford, 
Frederick Hale, 

Peleg S. Harden, 
Albert Kingman, 
Benjamin Kingman, 
Edwin Kingman, 
Eliphalet Kingman, 
Jabez Kingman, 

John W. Kingman, 
Allen Leach, 

Oliver Leach, 

Heirs of Oliver Leach, 
Galen and Salmon Manley, 
Alva Noyes, 

Ephraim Noyes & Co. 
Nahum Perkins, 
Addison Shaw, 
Addison and Zibeon Shaw, 
Enos Thayer, 

John Thompson, 


180 
225 
175 
525 
160 
540 

50 
140 
165 

88 
200 
400 

30 
8315 

1,440 
250 
913 
300 

60 
250 
250 
675 
150 
338 
603 
153 
506 
Q75 


C= OC — — = 
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Al 


WEST BRIDGEWATER. 


Names. 


John Caldwell, 
Thompson B. Caldwell, 
Amasa Field, 

William G. Field, 
Andrew B. Holmes, 
Plyna Hayward, 
Thomas Hayward, 
George W. Johnson, 
Ezekiel Reed, 

Heirs of John Richards, 
Justin W. Richards, 
Luther Richards, 
Samuel and George Ryder, 
Earl Thayer, 

Charles Thayer, 
Richard Thayer, 
Lyman Willis, 


Heirs of Walker Tribou, 
Edmund B. Whitman, 


Josiah S. Eastman, 
Berthier B. Lucas, 


John Torrey, 


Isaac Hudson, 
Melvin Holmes, 
Benjamin Parris, 
Jonathan Parris, 
William Peasly, 
Alonzo Thomas, 


Ensign Crocker, 


CAMBRIDGE. 


DORCHESTER. 


EASTON. 


HALIFAX. 


HANOVER. 


Real Estate. 
1,159 
550 
2.500 
40 
285 


320 


225 
2.030 
360 
900 
1,118 


50 
1,350 


2.000 
900 


250 


A75 
380 
252 
30 
120 
65 


225 


rm 0D 


58 


45 


HANSON. 
Names. Real Estate. 

Heirs of Alvin Brown, 400 

Alpheus Harden, 380 

Isaac Hobart, 900 

Theodore Hobart, 100 

Isaiah Keene, 120 

Luther Keene, 360 

Ezra Phillips, 403 

Heman Soper, 763 

Ezekiel Turner, 225 

Ira Thomas, 175 

LYNN. 
Nicholas Vella, 1,000 
MIDDLEBORO’. 
John M. Soule, 2,252 
NEWCASTLE, N. H. 
Lucius Alden, 2,000 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 

Edward Hobart, 2,175 
PEMBROKE, 

Amos Jones, 27 
RAYNHAM. 

Levi Washburn, jr. 425 
ROXBURY. 

Nahum Ward, 250 

SALEM. 

Isaac Cushing, 1,800 
SOMERSET. 

Mount Hope Iron Company, 21,800 
TAUNTON. , 

Job M. Leonard, 1,450 
WAREHAM. 

Charles W. Harris, 850 


A 
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14 18 
12 60 
13 74 
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AMOUNT OF ASSESSMENT. 


State tax, ‘ ; ; : : ; $ 684 00 
County tax, . ; , ; : . 864 65 
Town grant, . ‘ ; , ; é 6,940 00 
Overlayings, . ; : : ‘ : dol O04 

Total, . . : 4 i . $8,819 69 
Total amount of property assessed, : ; . $1,206,940 
Amount of valuation, reduced to 10 per cent. . . § 120,694 
Total number of polls, ; : : : Me ed AL 
Scale of tax, . E ‘ - ; 6 cents, 3 mills. 


WADSWORTH PHILLIPS, 0 


OLIVER PRATT, Assessors 
JAMES BATES, Se Bridgewater. 


statistics 


Of certain Branches of Industry, as they existed in the Town of 
East Bridgewater, on the first day of June, 1855. 


TAKEN BY JAMES BATES. 


——— 


One Rolling Mill: 
Tons of iron manufactured, : ; : 1,000 
Number of machines for manufacture of nails, 29 
Number of casks manufactured, ‘ ‘ 24,000 
Valued at, is : . ‘ ; $ 96,000 00 
Value of iron, . ‘ ; : : 76,000 00 
Capital invested, : ; p - 50,000 00 
Males employed, : : : : 75 

One Forge : 
Tons of iron manufactured, : 4 ; 468 
Valued at, ; . ; : ; 32,760 00 
Capital, ; ; ° : . 2,000 00 
Hands employed, : . . : 5 

One Furnace : 
Tons manufactured, ; : ' 100 
Valued at, p : : - : 8,000 00 
Capital, : ‘ : ‘ 8,000 00 
Hands he : ‘ : ; 8 

One Establishment for the TMs of Wit 
Value of manufactures, 10,000 00 
Capital, 2 : : ; : 8,000 00 
Hands employed, : ‘ , ; 10 

One Establishment for the yi hee ce Steam Engines : 
Value of engines manufactured, 51,000 00 
Capital, : " . ; 50,000 00 


Hands Eonieved . : > ; 35 


ADS 


Two Tack Manufactories : 


Number of tons manufactured, ; : 450 
Valued at, ; P ; 3 : 70,000 00 
Capital, ‘ - : : ; 15,000 00 
Males employed, 2 : : 56 
Females employed, : : : : 2 
Number of tack machines, ; ‘ : 76 

One Brass Foundry : 
Value of articles manufactured, : : 500 00 
Capital, . ‘ ; : ; 500 00 
Hands Ee ployed, : : : : 2 

Two Harness and Trunk Manufactories : 
Value of articles manufactured, : : 2,000 60 
Capital, : : ; : 1,400 00 
Hands oployen® ; ; : : 2 

Number of Boats built: . ; : 6 
Capital, ; ; : , 300 00 
Hands Bex Ac. d : : ; 1 

Three Establishments for the dsl he ve Coaches, Wi agons, &c. 
Value of articles manufactured, 4,000 00 
Capital, : : : : 1,700 00 
Hands baintoved,: : F ‘ 5 6 

One Establishment for the iahootafnta fa Fire Arms: 
Value of mat ages 1,000 00 
Capital, - 2 ; é 800 00 
Hands Bahia ‘ ; ; : 1 

Two Tin Ware Manufactories : 
Capital, : ‘ : 2 , 1,500 00 
Value of manufactures, ‘ A ; 4,000 00 
Hands employed, : : : ‘ 5 

Two Establishments gr the ie A Cotton Gins: 
Capital, ; | 84,000 00 
Value of Pera eacirag 9 ‘ ; , 85,000 00 
Hands employed, : : ‘ ‘ 60 

Boots manufactured : 
Number pairs of boots manufactured, . ; 3,120 
Number pairs of shoes manufactured, . . 442,200 
Value of manufactures, : : ; 399,200 00 
Hands employed, males, : P ; 235 


Hands employed, females, . ‘ F 134 


AG 


Mechanics’ Tools manufactured : 
Gross value, 
Hands employed, 


Bricks : 
Number of bricks manufactured, 
Value of bricks manufactured, 
Hands employed, 


Snuff; eee &c., Te aaee 
Value, 
Hands employed, Paar’ 
Hands employed, females, 


Lumber prepared ts Market : 
Boards, : 
Shingles, 

Value of lumber thus Pretaradns 
Hands employed, 


Firewood: 


Number of cords of firewood prepared for market, 


Value of firewood, so prepared, 
Hands employed, 


Agriculture, &c.: 
Number of sheep, 
Gross value of sheep, 
Number pounds of wool miacuced: 


Number of horses, 
Value of horses, 


Number of oxen over three years old, 


Number of steers, under three years old, 


Value of oxen and steers, 


Number of milch cows, 
Number of heifers, 
Value of cows and heifers, 


Number of pounds of butter, 
Value of butter, 


Number of pounds of cheese, 
Value of cheese, 


Number of acres of Indian corn, 
Value of corn, 


Number of acres of wheat, 
Value of wheat, 


3,000 00 
Q 
500,000 
2.500 00 
9 
4,400 00 
5 
Q 
608,000 
379,000 
7,477 50 
21 
2175 
6,990. 00 
7 
11 
33 00 
36 
Q14 
19,250 00 
104 
33 
6,121 00 
359 
63 | 
14,246 00 
22,752 
6,825 60 
4,310 
433 40 
2093 
7,049 48 
3d 


130 00 


A7 


Agriculture, &c., continued : 


Number of acres of rye, : - : But 

Value of rye, . : : : F 997 50 

Number of acres of barley, : ; : 64 

Value of barley, : : : : 195 41 

Number of acres of oats, : ‘ : 293 

Value of oats, . ; : : : O71 87% 

Number of acres of potatoes, . ; ‘ 2524 

Value of potatoes, : : ; ; 2,525 00 

Number of acres of turnips, field crop, 3 643 

Value of turnips, ‘ : : : 780 00 

Number of acres of carrots, . Z ‘ 4 

Value of carrots, ; ; : ; 960 00 

Number of acres in English mowing, . : 1,3143 

Value of English hay, . é : : 14,570 00 

Number of tons of meadow hay, : ; o10 

Value of meadow hay, . P : ; 5,100 00 

Number of apple trees, ; ; : 8,042 

Value of apples, : ‘ ; : 1,657 00 

Number of pear trees, . E , : BOSE. 

Value of pears, . ; é ; : 175 00 

Number of acres of cranberries, : ; 7 

Value of cranberries, . ; : ; 250 00 
Two Establishments for the Manufacture if Boxes: 

Gross value of boxes manufactured, . 15,450 00 

Capital, . : : C 9,100 00 


Number of hanidd erptoredt } ; : 9 


Census. 


Whole number, pasar Ua Under 5, : : 344 
Males, . - . 1,494 5 to 10, " : 133 
Females, ; pea RET 10 to 15, : ‘ 280 
American, X ion, 603 15 to 20, ‘ : 284 
Foreign, : : 297 20 to 30, : : 5T4 
B. America, . : o 30 to 40, : : 409 
England, ov, an’ 19 Abto.D0, ZIPS wt cua eee 
Treland, . : 268 50 to 60, : ‘ 231) 
Prussia, 1 60 to 70, : ‘ 158 
Holstein, 1 70 to 80, ‘ t 53 
France, 1 80 to 90, : . 19 
Norway, 1 Unknown,. . . 6 
So. America, 1 Total, : »  eaOU 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


FELLow CIrTIzENs : : 
In compliance with custom and the law, your School Com- 
mittee present their Report for the year past, as follows : 

The general condition of the schools during the past year, by 
the gracious bestowal of the divine blessing, has been, as we 
are gratified in being able to state with confidence, unusually 
prosperous. It is presumed that, as a whole, they never attained 
any higher rank. With very few exceptions, there has been 
evident on the part of the teachers, not only the qualifications 
requisite to success in their appropriate sphere of labor, but 
also a zealous determination to perform their duty faithfully, with- 
out regard to the tax that might in consequence be made upon 
their time, their pains, or their patience. ‘The teachers, as a whole, 
for the year, have deserved the appellation of a working class of 
individuals. Some of them are worthy of special commendation 
in this regard. Unusual interest in study has been manifested in 
some of the schools. Where this has been most conspicuous, the 
tact and talent of the teacher has been assisted by the judicious 
co-operation of the parents, in the discipline, and their expressed 
concern for the welfare and progress of their children. Some 
classes, in particular schools, have succeeded much better than 
other classes. Where this has been the case, we have noticed that 
the feeling of emulation has been studiously excited. In some 
instances, this has been roused to such a pitch, that a particular 
class has excelled any other class in the same study in any of the 
schools, while their school, as a whole, would fall below the first 
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rank. ‘lhe progress of some particular pupils—were it not invid- 
ious to make such comparisons—might be singled out and held up 
as worthy examples for the imitation of all the other scholars in 
the schools. “We have taken considerable pains to ascertain, in 
these cases of unusual progress, what was the impelling principle 
to exertion ; and have found, so far as our inquiries have extended, 
that in every such instance, at least one of the parents has felt a 
strong desire for the success of the child in study, and had shown 
the feeling so often, and in so many ways, that the child had evi- 
dently exerted his powers constantly under a vivid sense of its 
pressure. ‘This is what may be expected in all like cases, when 
the instructor is what he ought to be. We believe the imstance is 
not on record, in which any young scholar or student has made 
any extraordinary attainments in study, unless some near friend— 
most often it is the mother—has manifested a deep interest in his 
success. Were the early history of all those, who are now distin- 
guished for their intellectual culture, written, it would surprise 
many to see what an impulse had been communicated to their 
minds, at a very early stage in their career, by the father, or the 
mother, or both, around the home fireside. 

The increased appropriation voted by the town, together with 
the more equitable distribution of the amount raised, as might 
have been expected, has exerted a favorable influence upon the 
schools generally, and has proved especially effective this year in the 
larger districts. ‘The unprecedented length of some of the schools, 
combined with a judicious selection of teachers, has given them a 
note-worthy impulse forward in intellectual culture. If there has 
not been any increase of actual interest in the success of the schools, 
on the part of the parents and others, this year, at least they have 
taken more pains, as may be seen from the statistical tables, in most 
of the schools, to make it a visible interest, by their presence occa- 
sionally in the school-room, and especially at the closing examina- 
tion. ‘This has evidently imparted a livelier sense of their respon- 
sibility to the teachers, and both encouraged the pupils and stim- 
ulated them to new zeal and exertion to satisfy, by their acquisi- 
tions, the reasonable expectations of their friends. And this fact 
of an apparent increase of parental interest, must be regarded as 
an indication of promise for the future. The Committee would 
not be understood to make any sweeping remarks, applicable to all 
the schools alike. There have been partial failures, in some of 
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them, as regards the instruction, or discipline, or both, to realize 
the just expectations of their patrons. More general interest 
in their prosperity has been visible in some of the districts 
than in others; some scholars have also failed, through their 
own neglect, to derive any particular advantage from their peculiar 
privileges. Yet, regarding the success of the schools for the year, 
as a whole, and the promising indications for the future, we think 
the friends of solid and progressive intellectual attainments in this 
community have reason to “thank God and take courage.” 


Particular Report of the Condition of the Scheels. 


DISTRICT No. 1.—Cenrre. 


Visitinc CoMMITTEE. ; ee ee 
Winter, R. A. Littlefield. 

The teacher of this school, during the Summer, Miss Mary W. 
McLaughlin, exhibited a happy manner of gaining the affectionate 
regard of her pupils, readiness in imparting instruction, aptness in 
varying the routine of the school exercises, and of the discipline ; 
and to these natural traits was joined a truly commendable zeal 
and perseverance in her endeavors to benefit her scholars. 

The teacher of the Winter school, Mr. I. W. R. Marsh, has 
previously taught twice in town, to very good acceptance ; and as 
he possesses a natural adaptation for the work of a teacher, 
and has taken pains to render himself familiar with the present 
improved modes of instruction, and is a thorough driller, his 
scholars will, without doubt, at the close of the term, exhibit an 
improvement corresponding with their advantages. 


DISTRICT No. 2.—Bracx Brook. 
gy EEA Morey miele ; Summer, Dr. 'T. F. Turner. 
*) Winter, P. B. Wilcox. 

The teacher for the Summer term, Miss Jane H. Briggs, brought 
to her task some valuable experience, gleaned from her previous 
efforts in the school-room. She appeared to be earnest and perse- 
vering in her attempts to impart instruction. A little more of that 
energy and decision which compel submission, and which carry a 
school along with them, in spite of themselves, would have ren- 


6 


dered her teaching more efficient. One feature of it deserves 
especial mention. ‘This was, a determination to make the point or 
principle before the class, understood by all, before advancing in 
the lesson. ‘The closing examination betokened that the usual 
rate of progress in our schools had been attained. 7 

The Winter term of this school, taught by Mr. A. H. Soule, 
was an unusually profitable one. ‘There was a good improvement | 
in all the branches taught. ‘The teacher succeeded in awakening 
general enthusiasm in study. The order was excellent. There 
was much originality, as well as thorough drilling, displayed in the 
teaching of arithmetic. ‘That elementary drilling in the initial 
sounds of the vowels and consonants, which is so much practiced 
in the Boston and other city Grammar schools, was introduced and 
persevered in successfully. This feature of instruction, which has, 
it is believed, not often been practised in any of our public schools, 
cannot be too highly commended. Excellent improvement in 
grammatical analysis was exhibited at the final examination. ‘There 
had been much attention given to map-drawing. Several very neatly 
pen-drawn maps of New England were shown at the close of the 
school. In this branch, this school now stands first in town, be- 
yond question. A commendable feature of the instruction was 
the numbering of the words spelt, and missed, by each of the 
larger scholars, and reporting them at the examination. This 
method, more fully carried out, was adopted at No. 3, in the Win- 
ter term, with remarkable results. 


DISTRICT No. 3.—BeEaver. 


Visiting CoMMITTEE. ; Bond ak ea eon 

GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT.—Miss Reed, who had charge of this 
department during the Summer, entered upon her duties with the 
reputation of a popular and successful teacher. ‘This reputation, 
the Committee think, she fully sustained. Among the peculiar 
qualifications which appeared to fit her for the work of instruction, 
were the constant exhibition of an equable temper, an affectionate 
regard for her pupils, individually, and an unwearied interest in 
their progress. Her mode of teaching was evidently calculated 
to exercise the thinking powers of the scholars; to wake them up 
thoroughly. Good proficiency was made in all the branches 
taught. No branch was neglected. The reading was deserving 
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of particular remark. It was taught in the right way, i. e. the 
teacher read and re-read the lessons and the paragraphs for each 
pupil. Much pains had evidently been taken to excite zeal for 
improvement in the art of composition. The conducting of a 
semi-monthly paper, by the scholars, was a profitable exercise for 
them, and afforded much entertainment to the spectators at the 
examination. ‘The method of enlivening the routine of instruc- 
tion with occasional singing, as practised in this school, the Com- 
mittee highly approve. ‘The school, so far as is known, was 
completely satisfactory to the district. 

As the teacher of the Winter term in this department, is a 
member of your Committee, those who may desire to learn his 
success in conducting the school, are referred to the patrons of the 
school, and to individuals residing in any of the several districts in 
town, whose schools have been taught by him, some of them in 
repeated instances. 

The Primary department was taught, during both the Summer 
and Winter terms, by Miss Ellen L. Toothaker. She evidently 
possesses some qualifications peculiarly fitting her to succeed in 
the care of a primary school. Among these are a large share of 
patience, and constant gentleness of manner. Her school, when- 
ever visited, was found orderly, and appeared to be advancing 
well. The amount of improvement in a school, composed like 
this, mostly of young children, will depend very much on the 
faculty of the instructor to impart variety to the exercises, and 
excite the curiosity of the pupils. ‘There was evident success, on 
the part of the teacher, in this respect. The Committee were 
pleased with the singing in this department, as well as in the upper 
school. Owing doubtless to the severe weather, the Winter school 
was considerably smaller than that of the Summer. The closing 
examinations, both summer and winter, indicated a satisfactory 
degree of improvement in all the branches. 


DISTRICT No. 4.—Joppa. 


Visiting CommirrEe.—Summer and Winter, P. B. Wilcox. 


The principal teacher in the Summer term, Miss Caroline A. 
Hunt, seemed to possess many of the characteristics desirable in a 
teacher. Her literary qualifications, save a little failure in the 
matter of pronunciation, were sufficiently extensive, and she will 
doubtless prove a successful teacher. 
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The peculiar circumstances of this school—a large school, a large 
room, capable of being filled only by a strong voice, a bad echo, &c. 
—require, in order to conduct it successfully, much experience, and 
an unusual degree of decision. Owing to some deficiency in these 
respects, apparently, the discipline was not, on the whole, what it 
should have been, although there was some improvement in it, 
towards the latter part of the term. As regards the results of the — 
instruction, the Committee cannot speak so positively as they could 
have done, had they been notified, as the law requires, of the close 
of the school, sometime within the two weeks preceding, and thus 
have been enabled to be present at it. ‘They are however of opin- 
ion, that the usual degree of advancement was attained m the 
respective branches taught, whether under the care of the Principal 
or the Assistant teacher. 

The teacher of the Winter term, Miss Almira T. Partridge, 
exhibits a great amount of energy and determination. She is 
accurate in her scholarship. Her manner is mild and equable. 
She is consistent with herself, in the enforcement of her rules, and 
shows much patience and perseverance in communicating instruc- 
tion. She appears to understand the best methods of teaching. 
The order is better than usual im this school—very little whisper- 
ing. Miss Partridge appears to succeed well in her efforts to gain 
the confidence of her pupils, and to interest them in their studies. 
Good progress has evidently been made in all the branches taught. 
Special commendation is due to her method of teaching spelling, 
which is quite original. Some of the pupils have kept interesting 
journals. ‘This school, and No. 10, adopted the plan; and in 
both schools, good proficiency has been made. ‘The Committee 
are in doubt which of these two schools deserves the most praise 
in this respect. Miss Partridge has not yet closed her school. 


DISTRICT No. 5.—NorrHvitxe. 


Visiting COMMITTEE Summer, Dr. Turner. : 
* ) Winter, P. B. Wilcox, and R. A. Littlefield. 


The health of the teacher engaged for the Summer, Miss E. B. 
Howland, failed, and she gave up the school after the usual vaca- 
tion. This term of the school, for various reasons, proved unprof- 
itable to the district. 

The instructor of the Winter term, Mr. Seth Littlefield, had 
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previously taught in the same district, to good acceptance. When 
visited, the pupils have been orderly, studious, and well prepared 
for their recitations. ‘The school is not yet finished, but so far as 
the Committee have the means of knowing, it is progressing to the 
satisfaction of the district. ‘This school, Beaver School, No. 2, 
No. 10, and No. 6, deserve special praise for the high rate of 
average attendance which they usually exhibit, and which is in- 


. dicated in the last year’s Report. 


DISTRICT No. 6. 
Visiting Committee.—Summer and Winter, P. B. Wilcox. 


The patrons of this school were fortunate in securing the ser- 
vices of Miss Kingman. She is well qualified to instruct. Her 
manner of teaching is well calculated to inspire confidence in her 
pupils. She evidently secured their affection, and it was not ob- 
tained at the expense of proper discipline. Appropriate regula- 
tions were enforced, and she seemed to rule by quiet dignity and 
love, rather than by fear, which is much the better method, if the 
teacher possesses, as in this case, the requisite tact and decision. 
The teacher manifested unusual equanimity and self-possession, ad- 
mirable qualities in a teacher. She was patient in explaining and 
remoying difficulties from the path of the pupils. There was 
quite good progress in all the branches. ‘The advance in read- 
ing and grammar was most striking. The school, as a whole, 
must be regarded as having been both a pleasant and profitable one 
to the pupils. 

The teacher of the Winter school, Mr. William B. Hall, was 
unusually well qualified to instruct in most of the branches pur- 
sued in his school. About an ordinary rate of progress was made 
in reading, writing and spelling. In the other branches the pro- 
ficiency was more striking. The classes in arithmetic were unu- 
sually well drilled. The teacher had evidently been determined 
that they should understand it if possible. He had directed 
special attention to the little points, which ‘are so apt to be passed 
over unnoticed. He had evidently intended to leave nothing un- 
explained. The classes in geography were well drilled in the 
outline maps. ‘The class in the analysis of language, (a new and 
improved method of studying grammar for advanced classes, 


introduced generally into the schools this winter,) had made rapid 
8 
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and unusual progress. No other class in that study, in any of 
the schools, had equaled it. ‘The teacher exhibited a great 
amount of energy and enthusiasm, and a good degree of zeal 
and desire of acquisition was seen among the pupils. The 
rules and regulations of the school were well observed. The 
compositions had been thrown into the form of a paper, semi- 
monthly, and read before the school. The exercise proved to be 
both interesting and profitable. 


DISTRICT No. 7.—West Crook. 
Visitine CommittTEE.—Summer and Winter, R. A. Littlefield. 


It was unfortunate for Miss Mary A. Webster, the teacher of 
this school for the Summer term, that she followed an instructor of 
more than ordinary ability and successful experience. Being her- 
self young, having taught but little previously, and not being 
familiar with the modes of teaching prevailing in this region, it 
could scarcely be expected that the school would reach (under her 
tuition) any thing more than the average rate of attainment. ‘The 
teacher was diligent and persevering in her efforts, and some 
classes made good progress. More experience and consequent 
self-possession, with a little more determination in her manner, 
will prepare Miss Webster for more decided usefulness and accep- 
tability in the vocation of teacher. - 

The teacher of the Winter term, Mr. Seth Littlefield, well known 
as a teacher in town, had taught this school two or three times 
before. Good order was apparent whenever the school was vis- 
ited, and the scholars present at the closing examination appeared 
to good advantage. 


DISTRICT No. 8.—RogeeEnrs. ' 


Summer, R. A. Littlefield. 
Visiting Commirresr. ; agin P, Vier) 


The Summer school in this district, taught by Miss Lucy M. 
Richards, was an unusually profitable one. ‘The drilling in all the 
branches was very thorough. ‘This fact was most conspicuous in 
regard to the reading and writing. The determination of the 
teacher seemed to be to secure correctness in every exercise, at 
whatever cost of time and patience. ‘The method adopted for — 
instruction in reading was worthy of special commendation. Every 
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lesson was read by the teacher when given out, as it ought always 
to be, if circumstances will permit ; and when the class were en- 
gaged in their exercise, the teacher read and re-read the exercises 
or paragraphs, if necessary, to show the pupils how they should be 
read, and required them, each in turn, to read and re-read them, 
till the correct mode of expression was secured. ‘This method of 
teaching reading—by imitation—in the judgment of the Commit- 
tee, is the method of teaching reading. The results of this 
method of instruction were remarkable. The character of the 
school, as regards reading, was greatly changed. Owing to 
good example, good instruction, and the incentive of a prize, 
uncommon improvement in writing, as well as reading, was vis- 
ible at the closing examination. The distinctness of utterance, and 
promptness of answer, and good order, at the examination, ought 
also to be spoken of with praise. ‘There was some diminution of 
attendance near the close of this extremely long—seven months— 
school, but not, that we are awarg, any decrease of the interest. 
This school is taking a very high rank among the schools in town. 
The Winter school, not yet closed, is under the charge of Mr. 
R. A. Littlefield, who has taught it for several previous winters. 
As he is a member of the Committee, his works must be left to 
praise him. ‘ioe 
. 

DISTRICT No. 9.—Barre tu. 


Ceversna’ Commri ter Summer, P. B. Wilcox. 
; *) Winter, R. A. Littlefield. 


_ Mrs. Marston, who had charge of the Summer school, is a 
teacher of tried experience, and has uniformly, it is believed, 
taught with a good degree of success. She excels especially in 
securing the observance of good order, and as a teacher of arith- 
“metic, grammar, and map-drawing. The discipline of her school 
deserves appropriate commendation, and is the more worthy of 
note as she followed a teacher who failed in that respect. The 
smaller pupils, the Committee believed, made unusual progress. 
Unhappily, for reasons not conclusively ascertained by the Com- 
mittee, some of the larger scholars left the school towards the 
close of the term. ‘Those who remained, generally appeared to 
good advantage in the examination. Improvement in reading, 
among the more advanced scholars, was less apparent than in the 
other studies. 
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The teacher of the Winter term of this school appeared to pos- 
sess a natural aptitude for teaching. Previous experience, com- 
bined with unusual equanimity, zealous interest in the welfare of 
his pupils, the requisite literary qualifications, and judicious en- 
deavors to secure parental codperation, paved the way for his 
complete success in the department of discipline and instruc- 
tion. ‘he parents, committee, and the children, all appeared, 
on the examination day, both satisfied and gratified with the 
degree of progress developed both in the mind and the morals. 
One feature of the instruction deserves especial mention. It 
was the endeavor, more determinedly persisted in than we have 
elsewhere seen, to secure a complete understanding of every word 
and phrase occurring in the reading lessons. ‘The teacher ap- 
peared rightly to have apprehended that scarcely any thing con- 
tributes more to a correct expression of the varying shades of sen- 
timent in what is read, than a clear conception of the author’s 
meaning, the gist of which often lies in the signification of a word 
ora phrase. The selections from the semi-monthly paper, read at 
the examination, were highly entertaining. 


DISTRICT No. 10.—WHEELER. 


' Summer, Dr. T. F. Turner. 
Wisrrine Commrrer. 3 Winter, P. B. Wilcox, and R. A. Littlefield. 


The general method and tact of the teacher of the Summer 
school, Miss Fannie L. Peters, were peculiarly adapted to awaken 
attention and impart interest to the various studies. The teacher 
was evidently well qualified to instruct according to the most ap- 
proved methods. Enthusiastic and energetic herself, she infused 
life and animation into all the exercises of the school-room. At the 
final examination, the school appeared to have made a degree of ad- 
vancement highly satisfactory to the Committee and all concerned. 

The teacher of the Winter term, Miss Mary E. Springer, having 
previously conducted this school to the complete satisfaction of its 
patrons, enjoyed their confidence, and also that of her pupils from 


the start. ew teachers are more worthy of it. She exhibited a 


peculiarly happy combination of qualities desirable in a teacher. 
Her talent, tact and vivacity enabled her to infuse interest into the 
driest exercises. The pupils generally seemed, when the school 
was visited, to be thoroughly roused to exertion and intent, either 


upon study or upon the words of the teacher. ‘The order was ex- © 
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cellent. ‘The recitations were dispatched with promptness, and 
yet nothing seemed to be passed over unexplained. ‘The drilling 
was thorough in all the branches taught. ‘The attention to the 
analysis of the elementary sounds deserves special mention. ‘The 
same was true of the drawing. ‘The map-drawing was inferior to 
that in No. 2; but in general drawing, this school bears away 
the palm from every other school in town. In the exercise of 
keeping journals, this school was not inferior to No. 4. The 
class in physiology also deserves special notice. ‘They had made 
themselves unusually familiar with its principles. ‘They were not 
only able to answer the questions, but appeared to have a very 
good understanding of the subject, for pupils of their years. The 
beautiful colored engravings, such as every school in town ought 
to possess, had contributed evidently to this result. 


Explanatory, Statistical, and other “ Statements,” 


The Committee regret that a complete report of all the schools, 
in separate order, with a fudl table of statistics, could not be pre- 
sented, for the reason that several of them are not yet closed for the 
winter. A table of statistics relating to the schools is subjoined. 


SUMMER TERM. 


Bytes Ba ¢ 5 P 3 g 5 g n g 2 
3 Teachers. ate ae 3a ae os Br. ai 3S no 
i es Sp 8 2-58 Ne £8 ise lsa|s8 28 
2 z a A os [Su | es lB siga|s8 lak 
A Sop BO a Sle re i eee 
| : 7 ee 
: pee oS sae ~ | 4 | 12.00 | 48.00 | 43 | 34] 6 189| 29 
Miss Jane H. Briggs, . 4 | 18.00 | 72.00 | 42 | 34| 8/1) 60] 18 
3 | Miss Emily Reed, . . 
: ens Devartinen. | 34 | 24.00 #800) ok eae 141/ 96 
iss Ki\len L. Toothaker 
‘4 bled Department. 34 | 14.00 45.50 | 50 | 42 |14 176| 33 
TBREEUIR Us ee rei t 
prin t} 4 | 24.00 | 96.00 sate pth ae 
4 | Miss Bethia Holbrook, . 4 | 12.00 | 48.00 | 12 
Assistant. : ; 
5 | Miss E. B. Howland, . 3 | 19.00 64 | 54 | 6 226| 15 
6 | Miss Hannah Kingman, . | 4 /| 20.00 | 8000 | 43 | 37 | 2 | 1/121} 98 
7-| Miss Mary A. Webster, . | 43 | 20.00 | 90.00 | 39 | 30 293 | 24 
: 5 He RS Steet - | 7 | 22.00 | 154.00 | 80 | 56} 1} 1 |594! 80, 
rs. Mary J. Marston, 5 | 22.00 | 110.00 | 71 | 48 | 4 260}. 9 
10 | Miss Fanny L. Peters, . 4 19.334] 77.334} 31 | 23} 3} 3] 77] 13 
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WINTER TERM. 


fa) 22 | REG | Ss) S|Eslsel as] 3 
2 Teachers. Se] 22 Er4 2 bos 2015 8) 8 to a 
fa R |-F < Fole* 67S lass 
$ 

1 | Mr. I. W. R. Marsh, .. | 4 | 40.00 | 160.00 | 40 | 384] 1 | 4 |.222 

2| Mr. Augustus H. Scule, . 2% | 37.00 | 101.75 | 40 293] 1 | 6 | 118] 11 
3 | Mr. Rufus B. Littlefield, . 34 | 42.00 | 147.00 | 55 | 47 16 | 69/140 
3 | Miss Ellen L. Toothaker, 34 | 16.00 | 5600 | 38 | 273] 6 122) 46 
4 | Miss Almira T. Partridge,*| 5 | 2800 | 140.00 | 79 | 55 |11 | 1 48 
5 | Mr. Seth Littlefieldt . . | 44 | 45.00 | 202.00 | 64 | 524 9 28 
6 | Mr. William B. Hall,. . 3 84.00 | 102.00 | 48 | 394 4 Blea 
7 | Mr. Seth Littlefield, . . 24 | 32.00 99.00 | 37 | 32 3 

8 | Mr. Rutus Littlefield.t 

9 | Mr. Horace Toothaker, . | 38 | 42.00 | 126.00 | 70 | 544] 3 | 6 | 105] 56 
10 | Miss Mary E. Springer, . | 3% | 25.333; 95.00 | 30 | 22%) 2 | 3] 87) 28 

* Nearly finished. { Term unfinished. t Taught but a few weeks,—term unfinished. 


The whole number of scholars in actual attendance, during the 
year, was 596. 

The whole average attendance, during the year, was 4594. 

The whole number of children in town, between the ages of 
4 and 16, is 672; distributed as follows :—District No. 1, 72; 


No. 2, 42; No. 3, 85; No. 4,933; No. 5, 72; No. 6,56; Nom 
7,46; No. 8, 98;.No, 9,72; No. 10, 36. 

The amount of money raised by the Town, for the purposes of 
education, was $2,500. 

The amount received from the State was appropriated as follows: 
To District No. 1, : ¥ . $260 81 
as ot RUN Oa, : : 136 86 
s «- No. 3, ; : : 275 60 
és Sut INO cA, . ; : ; 312 24 
A we No. 5, ; 5 : : 260 8l 
Ropes ENG OO, gay ; 206 35 
UM a file : 196 72 | 
pet OPEN GO) Sy ; . : ; 324 99 F 
sane imiess INS, BD) iyhdiurs ; : 278 06 
se bra sue Na sd OF" 172 07 
‘* Messrs. Crossman, Hatch, Munroe and Hayward, the 

sum of : é ; : : 24 50 


Plan of visiting the Schools——Last year the number of visits 
was determined by the lowest requisition of the law. In view of | 
the working of that plan, we decided that there should be two of — 
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our number present at both the opening and closing examinations. 
This decision was adhered to as far as unforeseen circumstances 
would permit. This plan, together with the greater length of the 
schools, has increased the whole number of visits. Nearly all of 
these visits have been made by two members of the Comittee. 

School Books.—Not: a little time is of necessity consumed by 
your Committee, in the examination and comparison of school 
books presented for their consideration by the publishers or their 
agents. Better books than those in use have been brought to their 
notice in some of the departments of instruction ; but we have not 
thought it best to make any important changes in the text-books, 
A small book containing instruction in the Analysis of Language, 
a School Journal, (a blank book, with modes for journalizing, de- 
signed to aid pupils in acquiring the art of composition,) and a new 
series “Of writing books—these, and these only, have been intro- 
duced. A change might be made in the geographies to good advan- 
tage; a new work, much superior to any now in the schools, 
having been published during the year. A new series of reading 
books has also been published, apparently preferable to those now 
in our schools. This series has been introduced in some of the 
adjoining towns, but we did not think it best for us to make 
any changes. We think that frequent changes in the text-books 
is an evil, and that new books should not be introduced but upon 
a clear evidence of the utility of such a course. 

Features of instruction specially recommended.— Y our Committee 
have, in general terms, urged upon the teachers the importance of 
giving due regard to every branch taught—to classify their pupils 
as much as possible—to beware of multiplying classes—to beware 
of neglecting the smaller scholars in order to attend to the larger 
ones—and to give every pupil his due measure of attention, and 
no more. But they have more especially directed their supervision 
to securing, as far as practicable, the adhesion of the teachers to 
certain principles of procedure, which are liable to be neglected. 

One of these principles is an analytical method of instruction. 
Far too much of the instruction, in the schools generally, is im- 
parted in the form of technical and comprehensive precepts, or 
rules, which the pupil fails to grasp readily. His mind receives 
but a confused impression of what is sought to be communicated, 
and is in consequence not roused to any special interest in the 
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study before him. Instead of this complex, technical method of in- 
struction, we would have the teacher adopt the simple, analytical 
method which is practised successfully in some schools that might be 
named. ‘Lhe object of the teacher should be to reduce all his pre- 
cepts to the simplest possible ideas, expressed in the simplest lan- 
guage of which he is master. If his principle or rule is complex, 
let him divide it, and sub-divide it, if necessary, till he has but one 
idea to hold up before the mind of the pupil; and, if need be, let 
this be illustrated by something which he already understands, 
By adopting this course, he will teach but one thing at a time; 
and although it may seem to be a slow process, the pupil will 
really make rapid progress. ‘Lake, for example, in that much- 
neglected branch of instruction, reading, the injunction, “ Read 
naturally.” It contains but two words, yet the thought is really 
very complex. It includes in it the ideas, of distinctness of utter- 
ance, the avoidance of a pompous or inflated mode of utterance, 
proper energy of expression, due regard to the rate of movement, 
correspondence of the stress and tones to the sentiment of each 
paragraph or sentence, together with the appropriate emphasis, in- 
flections, &c., &c. Instead of giving the pupil any such complex 
direction in regard to reading, which would convey no definite 
meaning to his mind, let him take up some one of the simple ideas 
involved in it, as, for example, distinctness of utterance, and start 
with that, illustrating it, if necessary, and dwelling upon it, till the 
pupil is master of it ; and then proceed to other connected ideas. 
This analytical method should be adopted in all the studies. 

We have recommended, in regard to reading, to make appli- 
cation of the principle of wnitation in teaching it. ‘The teacher 
should give simple and appropriate directions ; but this is not 
enough. He must illustrate them repeatedly with his own 
voice and manner. We have also recommended that reading 
should be made promenent in the schools, as it is a very important 
part of a good education, and the most difficult branch to teach 
well, of any pursued in the schools. And further, we would have 
those who teach it begin at the beginning ; i. e., begin with the 
analysis of the elementary sounds, dividing the sound of each 
letter into its initial element, and its final element ; drill the classes 
well in the preparatory exercises found in the text-books, and to 
help them to define all the difficult words found in their lessons. 
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We have also urged upon the teachers the importance of their 
paying very little regard to the amount gone over, even though 
there should happen to be impatience expressed at their seeming 
slow rate of progress, by the parents or the children. But to be 
sure and clear up everything as they went along over any study 
and then to review frequently, and to take time to finish up every 
study, if practicable, as far as they should go over it, so that after 
a brief review to begin with, the next term’s instruction might 
join on where the last term left the pupil, and take him along in a 
direct course of progress,-instead of his being obliged to go over 
the same ground again and again, as is so commonly practised in 
the public schools. 

Another important principle, which we have mentioned to some 
of the teachers, is, to take as little knowledge as possible for granted 
in the pupil’s case. Instead of supposing that he understands a par- 
ticular word or principle, or subject, because he has been over it, 
and ought to understand it, we would have the teachers make them- 
selves sure, by the proper inquiries, that he actually has a clear 
conception of it. We believe that very many teachers fail of any 
eminent success in their vocation, in consequence of habitually 
presuming too much, in their remarks and explanations, upon the 
previous attainments of their scholars, or their present capabilities 
of perception. 

Still further, we have encouraged the teachers generally in all 
promising attempts to arouse and call forth the thinking powers of 
their pupils. We do not believe that education consists so much 
in putting facts into the mind, as in drawing out the power of 
thought, which lies hidden and latent within it. Facts are well 
enough in their way, and there is a vast abundance of them easily 
accessible, in nature, in history, and lying all around us “in 
the living present.” But they are of no consequence—no use— 
unless there be a thinking mind capable of generalizing and 
deducing from them important principles. What every commu- 
nity needs, no less than what the age needs, is not “ walking 
encyclopedias” of facts, but thinking men, who may take these 
principles, suggested indeed by the outward facts, but really drawn 
out from within them, from the mind’s own world, and apply them 
with discriminating judgment to the proper ends of life. And 
these thinking, practical-minded men must be drawn for every 
community in larger measure from its common schools,— the 
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people’s colleges,’—than from all other sources put together. 
Now it matters not half so much as some imagine, in what partic- 
ular place, or within what surroundings, this drawing-out process 
is applied to the intellectual powers. It is by no means necessary 
to place a pupil within the walls of a college, or even of an acad- 
emy, or bring him into contact with highly accomplished teachers, 
before his intellect may be waked up and set to thinking.” This 
may be readily done in the common schools, by adopting the right 
method. It may be done by the parent, at home, before the child 
even enters a school-room; and around the home fireside, indeed, 
is where many an educated man received his first impulse. If 
these things are so, assuredly every teacher should make it his 
controlling aim, in his endeavors to benefit his pupils intellectually, 
to draw out their thinking powers. If he actually succeeds in 
accomplishing this, he has done the pupil more real good, than if 
he had succeeded in cramming his young mind toa surfeit with 
undigested, and at such an early stage in the process of his educa- 
tion, indigestible facts. Cherishing such views as these, we have 
aimed to instruct the teachers accordingly. 


“SUGGESTIONS.” 


High School.—Your Committee are not aware that they have 
seen any new light upon the subject of a High School. The 
question is embarrassed by difficulties, yet needs to be kept « be- 
fore the people.’’ We would respectfully call the attention of the 
citizens to the two able reports in relation to the matter, already 
presented. 

Returning of Registers—The Superintending Committees are 
accustomed to find so much difficulty, from year to year, in obtain- 
ing the registers when wanted for purposes connected with the 
Report, that we would recommend that the town instruct the Select- 
men, or the ‘Treasurer, or both, to withhold the wages of every 
teacher till he or she presents a certificate from the Chairman of the 
Committee, signifying that his or her register has been returned to 
him, completed according to law. 

Grading of Schools.—There are two schools in town that need 
grading very much. ‘These are No. 4 and No. 8. No. 4 needs it 
most.- With two departments entirely distinct from each other, 
and provided, each with its teacher, a much more rapid _pro- 
ficiency might be made in both these schools. No teacher can 
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conduct a school with the highest degree of success, under any 
ordinary circumstances, in which there are more than fifty scholars. 
In one of these schools there was, last year, ninety-two, and in the 
other, eighty scholars in actual attendance. Grade them both, and 
a great change would speedily become visible, in the rate of pro- 
gress attained, and in the general forwardness of the pupils, 
besides a considerable increase in the attendance ; there being 
nearly one hundred scholars in each of these districts. 

Prizes.—TLhe principle of emulation in schools must be regarded 
as an important one. It affords a healthy stimulus to the intel- 
lectual energies. Objections have often been urged against it ; 
but none of its opposers have succeeded in showing it to be 
unprofitable. vil may sometimes result from it, and the same 
is true of the use of fire. We have encouraged teachers to 
employ it sparingly and with discrimination, for it may be pushed 
to such an extreme as to defeat itself. The distribution of 
prizes, occasionally, is well adapted to excite emulation ; and 
we see no good reason why the offer of prizes by the town, 
would not exert a favorable influence upon the schools. If the 
plan works well in Boston, why not here? Viewing the matter 
thus, we take the liberty to suggest that the town should offer 
prizes for the best improvement in the schools. And we would 
propose, in carrying out such a plan, that the town appro- 
priate ten dollars for ten silver medals, and offer five of these 
to the five scholars in the Summer schools, who shall have made 
the greatest improvement during the Summer term, in their re- 
spective schools; and in like manner offer the remaining five to 
the five scholars having made the greatest advance in the Winter 
schools ; provided, in each case, the deportment of the pupil 
receiving a medal, shall have been creditable. 

Believing, also, that the application of the same principle, in a 
different form, would tend to produce greater exertion and more 
pains-taking care on the part of ‘the teachers, the parents and 
the pupils, we would suggest, that the town propose to the 
teachers, for the ensuing year, that the school which shall, as a 
whole, make the most improvement in the Summer term, receive 
the appellation of Model School No. 1, and be classed as such, 
till greater progress in a term be made in some other school ; 
when this fact occurs, let the appellation of Model School No. 1, 
be transferred to that school. Again, let the school in which the 
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next best improvement is made, in the Summer term, be classed 
as Model School No. 2, and remain so classed, till some school 
surpasses it in progress, in a single term. ‘Then empower the 
Superintending Committee for the year, to give the successful 
teachers, in these schools, certificates to the effect that, under their 
tuition, these schools had respectively risen, in point of zmprove- 
ment, not of forwardness, to the first or second rank in the town. 
Let the same proposal be made to the teachers for the Winter, 
modifying the certificates given, if need be, so as to intimate that, 
under his or her tuition, the Model School No. 1, or Model School 
No. 2, has retained its rank. It will readily be seen, we trust, 
that such a proposal by the town would excite emulation among 
the teachers, as well as the pupils, and call forth interest on the 
part of the parents. 

Funds.—The schools need as large an appropriation for the 
ensuing year, as was voted last spring. We are aware that it is 
«hard times” still—although the prospects ahead are more hopeful 
—and that many individuals among us think it all that they can well 
do to support their families. But we are disposed to class education 
for the children among the “ necessaries of life,” for every family. 
And we are of opinion that the majority of the children in the 
schools think about as we do, concerning this matter; and that, if 
they were to do the voting at the town-meeting, there would not 
be a particle of doubt but that the requisite twenty-five hundred 
' dollars for the ensuing year would be voted. If education for the 
children deserves to be classed among the “necessaries of life,” 


then each citizen, if a parent, should vote for a sufficient sum to. 


keep the wheels of education moving as usual, with a sense of 
duty similar to that he feels, when appropriating a sufficient sum to 
purchase a barrel of flour or a ton of coal. 

In concluding our Report, we cannot well refrain from express- 
ing our sincere desire for the future welfare of the schools in this 
town. We hope that their future history may be one of uninter- 
rupted prosperity and usefulness, until, through the combined 
influence of an improved system, good teaching, zealous parental 
co-operation, liberal expenditure, and determined endeavors on the 
part of the children, they may become the pride of the village 
—the ornament of the town. Intelligent strangers, who visit 
Boston, are not so much struck by its beautiful situation, its stately 
and costly public and private edifices, or its grand works of art. 
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‘They are interested in these, it is true; but they have seen them 
all surpassed, it may be, a hundred times. But when they turn to 
its system of free schools, and inspect it carefully, their admiration, 
often, scarcely knows bounds. ‘They have seen nothing like it— 
they know there is nothing like it, the world over. In these, rather 
than in any thing material, are they wont to place the real glory of 
the “Modern Athens.” Of these, in their judgment, she may 
well be proud. We desire a similar result in the future history of 
our own schools—such an onward impulse, and such a destiny for 
them, that the time may come, and that speedily, when, under a 
perfected system, and happier auspices, the stranger being attracted 
to visit them by their reputation—we being then willing that they 
should be seen—shall examine them but to admire and commend ; 
so that we may feel our cheeks, not burning with shame, but glow- 
ing with conscious pride, as those who feel, though modestly, that 
the praise which is grateful, is well deserved. 

We have only further to say, that although conscious of many 
deficiencies in its performance, we have nevertheless endeavored to 
do our duty, and do it well. We wish that it might have been 
better done. And we hope that those who succeed us may prove 
both abler and more faithful servants of the people, and that, under 
their supervision, the rising generation in our schools may make 
rapid advances in both that intellectual and moral culture which 
dignify, ennoble and adorn the human spirit. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Rk. A. LITTLEFIELD, School 
Leb aWw LLCO: Committee. 


East Bridgewater, March, 1856. 
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SHLECTMEN’S REPORT. 


Tue Selectmen of the Town of East BripGEWATER 
submit the following Report of the Receipts and 
Expenditures of said Town, for the year ending 
March Ist, 1857. 


EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLING FOR 1856-7. 


The Town raised the past year, . $ 2,500 00 
Received from State School Fund, . - Ill 41 
Balance due the several districts, March 1, 
1856, . : : : -... OkD ae 
$ 3,286 61 
Paid the several school districts, . 2,427 24 
Balance due the several school districts, . 859 37 
$ 3,286 61 


EXPENSES OF THE ALMSHOUSE, 
From March 1, 1856, to March 1, 1857. 
Said House is charged with the amount of provisions, hay, 


stock, household furniture, farming tools, wood, and manure on 
hand, as appraised, 


March 1, 1856, 3 . . 1,000 60 
Bills uncollected, . F » . to vu 
$1,077 50 


+ 


Said House is also credited with the amount of provisions, hay, 
stock, household furniture, farming tools, wood and manure on 
hand, as appraised 


March 1, 1857, i aise . 964 41 
Bills uncollected, : ; hee Oe 
Work done for town, . : if @L 2100 


$1,003 54 


Said House is also charged with the following sums, paid out 
by the Warden and Overseers : 


For labor on the farm, . 2 . 68 94 
For provisions, i . 287 85 
William White, for a serciniee ae Teis. 
Warden’s salary, ‘ - . 200 00 


$534 54 


Said House is credited with the amount of labor done, and 
produce sold off the farm : 


Labor, : P : ony ROO 

Produce, : ; ; » 2004 
$319 39 | 

Paid expenses of almshouse, including Warden’s ser- 


vices and Dr. Orr’s bill,: . ‘ p < spe kL 


EXPENSES OF THE POOR OUT OF THE ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid for the support of different persons 
out of the House, . : . 280 04 
«State Lunatic Hospital at Taunton, . 138 87 


$ 368 91 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid Luther Hatch, for building new road 
near the house of Reuben Shaw, . 100 37 

« J. O. Hudson, for graveling new road 
from J. O. Vinton’s store to Joppa, 105 00 

«for lumber, stone, and iron, for repairs 


on bridges and causeways, . . 3835 36 
Amount expended in repairing other roads 
and bridges, . ; ; 1,201 17 


$1,741 90 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Paid for shoveling snow, 1855-6, . $378 34 
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Abatement of Taxes. 


For 1853, 1854, 1855, 1856, ; . 807 31 
Sundries. 
Paid for gravel and cinders, ; . 185 68 


T. R. Marvin, for printing Reports of 
Selectmen and School Committee, . 126 71 
Austin Packard, for Centennial cele- 


bration, . : . 226 46 
J. Reed, for books, aes printing, 

stationery, &c. : . 84 91 
Lucius Remrick, for distributing reports, 1 00 
Francis Hayward, for do. . 1 00 
James Bates, for taking census and 

statistics, . . 100 00 


Joseph Chamberlin, me surveying, . 1 50 
interest on Town notes and orders, . 22 80 
Thomas Conant, for two lots in Joppa 


Cemetery, 8 00 
Alvin Shaw, for cor lots in he 

Cemetery, 7 00 
Sidney Allen, for tw lots in anion 

Cemetery, : : : 80 


Town Officers and Committees. 


Judah B. Keen, for services as sexton 


for 1855, I . 50 70 
APR 5A Burbeck, for services as con- 

stable, . 3 75 
William B. Woodruff for services as 

constable, . } ; 2 00 
Welcome Po oe for services as 

treasurer, . 4 00 


T. B. Wilcox, for services as pact 
committee, ; ; . 06 50 


6 
Paid R. A. Littlefield, for services as school 


comyhittee, . epee .25 
«* Baalis Sanford, for services as school 

committee, . : ee 
« Tsaac Nutter, committee on road, : 1 50 
«“ Martin Whiting, committee on road, . 3 90 


« B. W. Keith, for services as selectman, 4 00 
«© John Reed, for services as selectman, 

overseer of the poor, and assessor, . 119 50 
«© Wadsworth Phillips, for services as 

selectman, overseer of the poor and 

assessor, . : . of 49 
« George Bryant, fact services as select- 

man, overseer of the poor and 


ASSESSOIiggs s = - . 48 00 
“© Martin Whiting, fae alien taxes, 
1856, : c ei - 105 25 


$1,909 93 


RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 


Paid for schooling, ; M $2,427 24 
«for support of the poor, , . 661 02 
‘© for building roads and bridges, . 1,741 90 
«incidentals, . : ‘ . 15909 93 

DEBTS. 


The Town is indebted as follows : 
Notes payable on demand to different per- 


sons, . ‘ ; . $ 1,214 52 
Outstanding orders, : ; . 960 55 
Due the several school districts, . « 859 37 
Due J. H. Crossman, for graveling road 

when completed, ; } . 100 00 
Due B. Thatcher, for building new road 

when completed, ; . . 280 00 


$ 6,740 09 


$ 2,984 44 


CREDITS. 


Available means of the Town to pay the above : 


Due from the Town of Bridgewater, for the support 
of Calvin Washburn in State Lunatic Hospital at 


Taunton, d : J ; $ 86 41 
Cash and uncollected bills in the hands of the Treas- 

urer, : : Y : ‘ . 1,416 18 

$ 1,502 59 

Balance against the Town, . P F . $1,481 85 


Which is respectfully submitted. 


JOHN REED, 
WADSWORTH PHILLIPS, 
GEORGE BRYANT, 
Selectmen of East Bridgewater. 
March 1, 1857. 


TOWN AGENCY FOR THE SALE OF SPIRITUOUS 


LIQUORS. 

Cash on hand, February 20, 1856, . $82 40 

Stock on hand, do. do. . 6692s 

Cash from ‘Town treasury, August 30, . 17 60 
$166 22 

Stock on hand, February 21, 1857, . 141 23 

Cash on hand, do. do. . 63 62 
204 85 


Balance in favor of the agency, - $88 63 


Recorded in East Bridgewater, from Jan. 1, 1856, to Jan. 1, 1857. 
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INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, 


1856. 
Date. 
Jan. 14, 
Tee Ye 
iB Pe 
Feb. 2, 
PV RG: 
HW 2, 
March 5, 
W 6, 
7 6, 
ie 18. 
sr AB, 
April 28, 
May 24, 
we ODA, 
wee 20, 
June 14, 
Wwe? Viiv 
thy 17, 
uv 20, 
(Ph BA. 
July 9, 
ite 16, 
nw 19, 
wt} ZO, 
Aug. 11, 
Sept. 12, 
yy 38} 
POOLS, 
“| Tes 
iG, 
Pa, 
fis 22. 
Ht EO. 
Oct. 19; 
JA ay 
dee A 
Dole tsp 
Nov. 5, 
yy a 
i 8, 
we LS, 
JPEBYS; 
yw $18, 
Dec. 19, 
80, 


Names of Groom and Bride. 


and Ellen H. Thacher. 


Aaron Hobart, Jr. 
Eugene Sullivan 
Caleb T. Goss 
Thomas Cook 

Daniel Morey 
William H. Eustis 
John H. Waterman 
Nathaniel 8. Bouldry 
William E. Whitman 
George B. Howland 
Nathaniel Damon, Jr. 
Charles F. Hicks 
Charles Drake 

John Parris 

Charles Jenness 
Joseph Lombard 
Daniel Desmond 
John Hennin 
William G. Sampson 
Nathan Kingman 
Patrick Noonan 
Samuel W. Sturtevant 
Ephraim 8. Bell 
Patrick Noonan 
Andrew H. Reed 
Rollin N. Hill 
George H. Castleton 
Sullivan D. Hill 
Charles R. Hill 
James Kingman 
Henry Allen 

Calvin Kingman 
Francis Washburn 
Timothy Otis Paine 
Patrick Barrett 

Levi Wright 

Edward Worcester 
Daniel P. Blake 
John Flynn 

George Osborne 


Nathan Davis Whitman 


Charles W. Bennett 
Theodore C. Wilbur 
James Perkins 
Andrew G. Blackman 


2 


Mary Whaland. 
Deborah P. Johnson. 
Celia Jordan. 

Ellen Casey. 

Sylvina Stetson. 
Mary H. Nash. 
Zylpha A. Maxim. 
Patience C. Millet. 
Nancy C. Tillson. 
Laura M. Tillson. 
Eunice E. Reed. 
Elizabeth Gorman. 
iillen A. Thompson. 
Julia H. Osborne. 
Eliza A. Dunbar. 
Catharine Murphy. 
Betsey Madder. 
Susan A. Thompson. 
Mary J. Tweed. 
Winneford Donlan. 
Zylpha L. Otis. 
Martha Raymond. 
Bridget Noonan. 
Elizabeth E. Keen. 
Elizabeth A. Delano. 
Mary W. McLaughlin. 
Caroline M. Allen. 
Hliza Healy. 


Sarah C. Josselyn. 


Angeline W. Fuller. 
Hannah 8. Burrell. 
Almira W. Pratt. 
Agnes Howard. 
Catharine Kernan. 
Alma T. Leach. 
Elizabeth Howard. 
Margaret Sturtevant. 
Rose Kernan. 

Mary EH. West. 
Helen M. Orr. 
Sarah Hayward. 
Mary C. Latham. 
Hannah Blake. 
Elizabeth Newhall. 
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DEATHS REGISTERED IN EAST BRIDGEWATER, 
During the year 1856. 


Age. 
No. Date. Name. 
Years. | Months.} Days. 
J Janie 17, Morton Pool, 4 
2 ”" 11, Zebina Allen, 57 
“ " 12, Josiah Tillson, 57 
4 Ones, Susan Noonan, 26 
5 " 24, Hannah Noonan, 3 6 
6 With, 205 Ebenezer Hathaway, 51 
7 Feb. 14, Caroline I. Reed, 24 8 12 
8 nw 26, Child of John Morrissy, 1 " $2 
9 rr cri B Anna C. Thompson, 2 
10 " 29, Jane Keen, 64 
11 March 10, Harriet Mitchell, 13 
12 " 16, Clarinda Reed, 4 
13 April 12, Seth Harden, 68 
14 ” 12, James Davenport, 7 
15 " 13, Berthier B. Lucas, 29 
16 ” 20, Wendell Seaver, 61 
17 May 9, Louisa Keith, 30 5 9 
18 " 12, Lydia Williams, 82 
19 " 18, Son of M. C. Shaw, 1 2 
20 " 19, Celia Keen, 74 
21 July 10, Bathsheba Freeman, 87 
22 " 16, Infant son of Hiram Bean, 1 12 
23 ” 19, James Talman, 50 
24 Aug. 14, Infant child of —, AG 
25 ” 1% James Litchfield, 5 
96 ” 27, John Edson, ae 
27 tt Ya Bees Eliza Lazell, 26 
28 nu 80, Infant son of Otis Kingman, 
29 Sept. 14, A man, name unknown, 4] 
gao0 " 26, Infant child, 4 
31 Oct. 12, Finette Freeman, 24 
32 " 13, Charles Quinn, 
33 Nov. 23, Betsy Andrews, 5 
34 wii, “BO, John M. Lazell, 60 
35 Dec. 3, Sarah Bates, 27 
36 " 4, Zylpha Keith, 84 
37 " 15, Amelia Gurney, 6 9 
38 ” 17, Hannah Gurney, 5 
BIRTHS. 


The number of Births recorded in East Bridgewater, during 
the year 1856, is eighty. 


B. W. HARRIS, Town Clerk. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


TOWN OF HAST BRIDGEWATER, 


For the Year 1856--7. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


FELLOW CIrizENs : 

In compliance with established usage and the requisition 
of law, your committee respectfully render the subjoined Report 
of that department of the public service committed, for the school 
year now closing, to their superintendence. ‘The committee organ- 
ized, by choosing Baalis Sanford, chairman, and Philo B. Wilcox, 
secretary. The special supervision of the several schools was 
assigned as follows: 


SumMER Trerm.—lI'o B. Sanford, Nos. 9, 4, 10 and 2. To 
P. B. Wilcox, Nos. 1, 7 and 3. To A. Mitchell, Nos. 5, 6 and 8. 

Winter Trerm.—To B. Sanford, Nos. 1,2,4,6and 10. To 
P. B. Wilcox, Nos. 8, 9, 5, 7 and 3. 


Tn consequence of the election of one of the committee to an- 
other office, the supervision of the winter schools was divided 
between the other two members. 

We have endeavored to discharge the duties devolving upon us, 
with as much promptness and fidelity, as the pressure of other 
official relations and responsibilities would permit. And now, in 
presenting to you, as required by statute, a detailed account of the 
actual condition of the schools we have had the honor to superin- 
tend the past year, we take our estimate from the registers which 
note their general features, and still more from actual inspection in 
monthly visits. Though from our opinion, in some instances, 
others may honestly differ, and a desire to see things in a favorable 
light, may have led us into mistakes ; yet we speak according to 
the convictions of our judgment, and under the consciousness _ that 
our responsibilities to you and the cause of public education, 
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require us to rise above prejudice, and even the considerations of 
mere personal friendship, and to give the statements of candor, 
frankness and impartiality. We observe, in passing, that for the 
particular Report of each school, that member of the committee is 
alone responsible, to whose special supervision it was assigned. 


STATE OF THE SEVERAL SCHOOLS. 


DISTRICT No. 1. 
SuMMER T'eERM.—Miss Joanna Whitman. 


Miss Whitman is not a new teacher in our public schools. Some 
of the observations and conclusions derived from inspecting this 
school during the summer were :—that the teacher possessed am- 
ple intellectual qualifications for the work of instruction; that a 
little more familiarity with present modes of teaching would in- | 
crease her ability to render herself useful ; that she was very de-, 
sirous of promoting the welfare of her pupils; that she labored 
constantly and zealously with that object in view; and that, all 
things considered, the results of her teaching deserve to be spoken 
of in terms of commendation. 

The teacher of the winter school, Miss Hannah Kingman, hay- 
ing taught a number of times in town, to good acceptance, was 
assiduous, patient and systematic in her work ; and skillful in so 
communicating instruction as to awaken the interest, and engage 
the thinking faculty of her pupils. Though the order at the 
beginning was somewhat unhappily affected by an audible hum in 
the conning of lessons, there was afterwards some tendency to- 
ward a practical adoption of the opinion of the committee, that 
this appendage to mental application in school, is as unnecessary as 
it is annoying. ‘he school, still in operation, is making fair pro- 
gress in the various studies. 


DISTRICT No. 2.—Brack Brook. 
This school, under the charge of Miss Jane H. Briggs, who had 


taught it once before, exceeded the expectations of the committee. 
Her efforts were judicious, persevering, and usually successful. 
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Having evidently attained the good-will and respect of the scholars, 
she had little to encounter in the administration of discipline, which, 
though not perfect, was fair and commendable. An unusual de- 
gree of improvement appeared in the writing-books. Map-draw- 
ing was also practiced with encouraging success. And the closing 
examination evinced, that in the other branches usually taught 
in our schools, good progress had been made. 

This school, in the winter term, under the instruction of Mr. A. 
H. Soule, though not yet closed, evinces conclusive proofs of being 
conducted in a manner that will be eminently productive of good 
results. The teacher, at the start, had the advantage of being well 
and very favorably known to the scholars, by a previous connec- 
tion with them. Under his mode of teaching and discipline, they 
would hardly fail, in a reasonable time, to be elegant writers, 
good readers, thorough arithmeticians and grammarians, expert in 
geographical knowledge, as well as mindful of the rules of order, 
dignity and courtesy. 


UNION DISTRICT.—No. 3. 


Miss Emily Reed, Higher Department. 


ak cea Miss Hannah S. Barrell, Primary “ 


: Mr. R. A. Littlefield, Higher Department. 
GaP eaten ; Miss H. C. Billings, Primary sg 
These schools, being by law under the superintendence of the 
committee of West Bridgewater, more particular information may 
be had, by reference to their Report. 


DISTRICT No. 4.—Joppa. 


This school, in the summer term, was under the care of Miss 
Bethiah M. Holbrook, assisted by Miss Watie A. Harding. Soon 
after the commencement of the term, it was announced by some 
in the district, that the prudential agent by whom they were en- 
gaged, was not appointed in due form, and therefore the contract 
was null and void. Consequently the appointment of teachers for 
- this school for the year, devolved by law upon the superintending 
committee. In view of the facts that the school had commenced, 
that the agent had made fourteen applications elsewhere, before 
engaging these teachers, that they had been examined and approved, 
and that the district, by vote, had expressed to your committee a 
wish that they should proceed, we sanctioned the contract that had 
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been made, and the continuance of the school under their care, for 
the short summer term. ‘The school appeared, at first, somewhat 
disorderly ; but the suggestions of the committee were readily 
acted upon, and a gradual improvement in this respect was the 
result. ‘There was evidence of advancement in the generality of 
studies pursued. ‘The success of Miss Holbrook, however, would 
probably have been much greater, under more favorable circum- 
stances. This school, on account of the large number of scholars, 
needed an experienced teacher. ut this was her first effort in 
the office of principal ; and many of the scholars were once her 
schoolmates. It would be difficult for the best teacher to attain to 
high success, if any considerable portion of the district should 
withhold from him their sympathy and co-operation: much more 
so, if their influence were turned directly against him. What 
were the specific causes of disaffection and opposition, on the part 
of some in this district, against the teachers of this school, were 
not made known to the committee. At the final examination, an 
average proportion of the school were present, and the exercises, 
were satisfactory to the committee, and evidently interesting to the. 
considerable number of visitors who witnessed them. 

The committee had the good fortune to engage, for the winter 
term, the services of Miss Elizabeth W. Deanes, who had taught 
this school in previous years, with marked acceptance and com- 
mendation, from all the parties concerned. ‘To an education of a 
high order, Miss Deanes happily combines the advantages of much 
experience, and skill in communicating knowledge so as to interest 
and develop the faculties of the youthful mind. The degree of | 
order that uniformly prevailed, the correct demeanor of the schol- 
ars, the promptness and accuracy of their various recitations, the 
distinctness of their enunciation, the proficiency in their writings, 
and the marked progress in the other studies, evinced the advyan- 
tages of securing the repeated and prolonged services of a well- 
tried and estimable teacher. } 

The primary classes in this school, under the tuition of Miss B. 
M. Holbrook as assistant, appeared to have improved and _ profited 
well, by her assiduous efforts. ) | 

It was much regretted that Miss Deanes was unable to finish 
out the term. ‘The remaining portion of six weeks was intrusted — 
to the care of Miss Mary C. Pratt, who brought to her business 
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much experience, judgment, and tact in teaching. Though her 
labors were impeded, by the severity of the weather, the difficulty 
of warming so large a room by a single stove, and still more by 
the necessity of having recitations conducted simultaneously by 
two teachers in the same department, yet the school was evidently 
conducted forward to the close, with continued interest and im- 
provement. Special distinctness of expression, accuracy and ap- 
propriateness appeared in nearly all the exercises. 

Good as these schools were, however, the committee cannot for- 
bear the confident belief, that a much higher degree of profit and 
excellence would have been attained, by separate and proper 
accommodations for the primary department. The most skillful 
working, under the present arrangement, will be attended with 
noise and friction. This change, so desirable, it is earnestly hoped 
will soon be effected. The district owe it to the interests of their 
pleasant village. ‘They owe it to the educational welfare of their 
children, and to the comfort and best success of their teachers. 


DISTRICT No. 5.—NorRTHVILLE. 


Miss Susan E. Peters, who had the care of this school, in the 
summer term, exhibited a degree of industry, energy, and skill 
in communicating instruction, worthy of special commendation. 
Though the school was quite large, she proved herself adequate 
to the task of its efficient teaching and discipline. She evidently 
secured the respect and esteem of her pupils. And the final 
examination presented to the committee, and a large number of 
the district who were present, pleasing proofs of marked improye- 
ment, in the branches taught. 


Winter Trerm.—Mr. EB. W. Pierce. 


This was Mr. Pierce’s first attempt to teach in the public 
schools. Several causes unfortunately combined to interrupt the 
attendance of the pupils, diminish their interest in study, and 
prevent their successful advancement. ‘The teacher, however, con- 
sidering his inexperience, exhibited an unusual degree of tact, dis- 
crimination and thoroughness in conducting the operations of the 
school, especially as regarded the communication of instruction. 
In some of the branches, a high degree of proficiency was made. 
In all of them, there appeared to have been at least an ordinary 
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rate of progress. At the close of the school, those pupils that had 
attended constantly had evidently been correspondingly benefited. 


DISTRICT No. 6.—Satruckert. 


This school, for the summer term, was under the direction of 
Miss Hannah Kingman. ‘The verbal account of it given to the 
writer by one of the committee who visited it several times, is one 
of commendation. It appeared to have been conducted to the 
close with a fair measure of general proficiency and profit. 

This school, in the winter term, was under the instruction of 
Mr. Rufus A. Littlefield, an experienced teacher, and one who has 
frequently taught in our public schools, to good acceptance. The 
committee, in the usual visits, did not discover any departure from 
his customary thoroughness, and fidelity in teaching. But well 
intended efforts may sometimes fail. The committee found, near 
the close, with much regret, that a disaffection on the part of some 
parents, arising from a case of disciplinary correction, had generated 
and spread an influence prejudicial to the interests and progress of 
the school. How far these circumstances led to the withdrawal 
of numbers from the school, and the absence of more than half 
from the closing examination, your committee are not able to say. | 
‘The exercises of those who were present, were quite acceptable. 


DISTRICT No. 7.—West Crook. 


This school was taught, during both the summer and winter 
terms, by Miss Louisa M. Morton, with the best results. Her 
methods of teaching were exact and thorough. The scholars were 
evidently unusually interested in their studies. Much pains was 
taken to bring every thing down to their comprehension, and to 
secure a full understanding of each principle, before advancing to 
others. The government of the school was all that could be de- 
sired. The attendance was larger than ever before. The experi- 
ment of a female teacher for large boys, in this instance proved 
successful. ‘Their deportment and progress were commendable. 


DISTRICT No. 8. 


The teacher of the summer term, Miss Lucy M. Richards, who 
had become acquainted with her pupils, by previous connection 
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with them, evinced successful effort in effecting a good degree of 
improvement in a difficult position, arising from large numbers and 
multiplicity of classes. Considering that the average of scholars 
was sixty-five, allowing to each less than three minutes of the 
teacher’s time in half a day, the order and proficiency were highly 
satisfactory and commendable. ‘The primary classes were specially 
well trained and advanced. Neatness and good improvement ap- 
peared in the writings, and, in general, distinctness, promptness, 
and accuracy in the various recitations. 

A respectable number of ladies, but only one gentleman belong- 
ing to the district, were present at the examination, to witness the 
interesting performances. 


Winter Term.—Mr. W. B. Hall. 


Mr. Hall’s teaching is characterized by the same general traits 
as last year in No. 6. He is evidently determined to excel in his 
chosen vocation, if possible. His pupils appear to be making the 
usual progress in reading, writing and spelling. In the other 
branches taught, there is more decided improvement. ‘The teacher 
evidently has the confidence of his pupils, and as he is faithful 
and zealous in his efforts to communicate instruction ; and as the 
attendance—owing to a private school in the neighborhood—is 
not large, it is to be presumed that the winter term will prove at 
its close, to have been both pleasant and profitable to the pupils. 


DISTRICT No. 9. 


This school, in the summer term, was under the care of Miss 
Ellen L. Toothaker ; who evinced amiability, diligence and con- 
stancy in her efforts, for the advancement of her pupils. The 
good results were mostly apparent in the exercises of the smaller 
children. Somewhat more of experience and energy would have 
rendered her instruction in so large a school, more effective, and 
the submission to rules of order, less deficient. Some reckless 
minds were unrestrained by fear or respect. It was evident, how- 
ever, at the usual visits for inspection, that a goodly number, who 
were disposed to study and be orderly, were making progress. 
And such, at the close, performed with credit. 
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Winter Term.—Mr. H. Toothaker. 


This school is taught by the same teacher as last winter, and 
with a similar high degree of success. Mr. 'Toothaker is evidently 
adapted to excel asa teacher. Readiness in discriminating char- 
acter, promptness in communicating knowledge, and an affectionate 
interest in the welfare of his pupils, secure to him their confidence 
and regard to such a degree as to prevent the necessity of resort- 
ing to any severity in governing his school. The instruction in 
the branches of study pursued, is as complete as the large number 
of scholars will allow. ‘The district was fortunate in being able to 
secure the services of Mr. Toothaker for a second winter. 

The citizens generally may be interested in learning that the 
school-house in No. 9, still stands, and preserves its usual highly 
ornamental aspect, both within and without. 


DISTRICT No. 10. 


The teacher of the summer term, Miss Mary E. Springer, hav- 
ing before proved herself, in this school, an efficient and very 
acceptable preceptress, the expectations of the committee were 
raised high, and yet were fully met in the order and constant 
improvement of her pupils. She conducted her work with en- 
ergy, enthusiasm and enterprise, infusing, by a natural law, the 
same qualities into the minds of the scholars, and receiving in 
return their deep respect, their lively interest in her teaching, and 
the pleasure of seeing them progress rapidly in their respective 
studies. ‘The causes of disorder being in this way removed, there 
was no necessity for government, and perfect order followed of 
course. ‘he reading, in both poetry and prose, was uncommonly 
correct and pleasing, in respect to distinctness, emphasis and ani- 
mation. The recitations in arithmetic evinced much discrimination, 
promptness, and dispatch. The classes in grammatical analysis and 
parsing, in physiology and philosophy, acquitted themselves with 
honor. Geography, under the teaching, was learned with peculiar 
interest. ‘The writings exhibited marked neatness and proficiency ; 
and the journals, so profitable m teaching the imexperienced to 
express thoughts, as well as to spell and write language, appeared 
to promise well for these important ends. 

The teacher in this school, for the winter term, Mr. Thompson 
B. Caldwell, had the advantage, and also encountered the evil, of 
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coming after one who had left the school in an excellent condition. 
It may require, in such a case, superior ability to conduct the 
school forward to higher degrees of excellence, or even to prevent 
its falling below the point already attained. We were happy to 
see the school, under the teacher’s care, continue to make rapid 
progress in most, if not all, their studies. Thorough and vigorous 
teaching, good order, good recitations, obedience and respect on 
the part of the pupils, were evident characteristics in this school. 
The attendance during the last week was unhappily diminished, 
and the visit of the committee prevented, by the obstruction of 
the traveling. 


GENERAL REVIEW. 


This detailed account of the twenty-two schools of the last year, 
taught in the ten districts in town, furnishes ground, in the esti- 
mation of your committee, for the conclusion, that, as a whole, 
their condition is at least as prosperous, as at any past period in 
their history. It is matter of congratulation that so much of 
harmony and quiet has prevailed among the parties concerned in 
promoting and enjoying our educational advantages,—that the 
districts have so generally been free from the sectional feuds 
which too often arise to engender mutual prejudice and strife, 
and vitally to injure the common school interest. The schools 
have daily held the even tenor of their course, and instances of. 
scholastic turbulence or disorder, have been very infrequent, In 
all, the common branches of an English education have been care- 
fully taught ; in some, pupils have been found, who, besides an 
acquaintance with these, have attended, with good proficiency, to 
higher studies in algebra, physiology, and philosophy. ‘There 
have been indeed varieties of success. ‘These, under varying cir- 
cumstances of different schools and teachers, are, in a measure, 
always to be expected ; at least, until our educational system is 
more perfected. Some teachers possessing high capabilities have 
been employed, and the results of their efforts, more forcibly than 
words, make known their success, and show forth their praise. 
Others, with moderate attainments and capacity, have labored with 
corresponding effects. While a few have taught a better school 
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than we at first expected, yet not equal to the demands of any 
district. But in the aggregate, the schools have exhibited a fair 
measure of good discipline and improvement—though below the 
ideal of excellence in the mind of your committee. We have 
noticed with deep interest, that those teachers have generally suc- 
ceeded the best where there is good feeling toward them in the 
district, and such counsel and training at home, that the children 
need little or no government at school. It is true, some teachers 
will succeed well, in almost any circumstances—and by dignity, 
energy and tact, secure the good-will and respect of scholars of 
every grade of character. But most teachers, though they may be 
of good ability, need and must have, parental countenance and 
support. Without it the best teacher will fall short of what he 
designed, and with it the poorest teacher may do something con- 
siderable. And from the fact in any case, that a school is poor 
and unprofitable, it by no means follows, as a thing of course, that 
a scape-goat should be made of the teacher, to carry away its sins. 


CHANGE OF Books. 


Your committee are convinced that this isa matter which should 
never be approached without deliberation; that too great fre- 
quency of change is productive of more evil than good. In 
tracing the history of our schools for the last thirty years, it will 
be found that substitutions of new for the old in the list of text- 
books, have been, compared with the example of many other 
towns, few and far between. In no case should a change be 
made without weightier reasons than are furnished by mere noy- 
elty. But it sometimes happens that a reading-book, or a part of 
it, becomes so trite and familiar, as to excite disgust, instead of a 
pleasing and profitable interest ; or it may be, in other respects, 
decidedly inferior to others that have arisen in this age of progress, 
in adaptedness to teach the young to read and speak well. Or, a 
geography has not so kept up with the march of population, the 
extension and multiplication of territories, and other changes that 
are continually going on in the country and in the world, as to 
give a truthful delineation. Anda spelling-book, by the death of 
its author, or some other cause, may have fallen so behind the 
approved standard of the times, as to be incorrect in orthography 
or pronunciation. On this principle, the committee have intro- 
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duced Colton and Fitch’s Geographies, now adopted in many of 
the schools in New England, and possessing, as we think, decided 
superiority to the one that has been in use. They have also 
adopted Town’s Speller and Definer—peculiarly adapted, in our 
opinion, to render this important study less dry and mechanical, 
by connecting with the act of spelling words, some idea of the 
meaning which they convey—thus facilitating the early correct use 
of language. ‘This partial alteration in the list of books, at the 
very low price, has, we believe, been very generally acceptable to 
the parents, as we are certain it has been to the children. Yet in 
all such cases of change, however good the cause, some individ- 
uals are likely to object, on account of a little additional expense— 
when, at the same time, in nine instances out of ten, they would 
not hesitate, if solicited, to give the child twice the cost of the 
new book that might improve his mind in all after life, for 
procuring him one evening’s festival, or a single excursion of 
pleasure. 


GRADATION OF THE SCHOOLS. 


By this is meant a division of the scholars into separate schools, 
each composed of those who are nearly of an equal standing, each 
in its appropriate room, and under its appropriate teacher. ‘The 
adoption of this plan, so far as circumstances permit, was recom- 
mended to the town by their committee, three years ago. Since 
that time, the recommendation has been adopted in the Beaver 
district ; and such practical illustrations of the superior advantages 
of the system been given, that nothing, it is confidently believed, 
would induce them to return to the old plan. One of the chief 
impediments to the efficiency of our public schools, is their mixed 
and heterogeneous character—being constituted of children of 
diverse age and attainments—creating the necessity of a great 
multiplicity of classes, the recitations of which, except in the 
smallest schools, must be infrequent and hasty. Complaints are 
not seldom made, by parents of the smaller children, that the 
primary classes do not receive a just share of instruction. And 
sometimes we have found a teacher, even in the winter school, 
who, to avoid this complaint, has escaped “ Scylla” but hit upon 
“ Charybdis ’—giving the least of his attention to the higher 
classes, though composed of those scholars who usually attend only 
the winter schools. Now, by the grading system, the number of 
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classes is diminished, and the time which the teacher can devote 
to each is increased in the same proportion. He saves time also 
by avoiding the difficulty of adapting two methods of government 
to two grades of scholars in the same room. ‘Those of young and 
tender years, are placed by themselves, under females, who are 
generally best adapted to instruct and govern them; while the 
older and more advanced scholars are put under the charge of 
male teachers, who are usually best qualified for the tuition and 
control of schools of this description. 

Though this plan of grading and classifying the schools, might 
perhaps be more easily and extensively carried out, under other 
than the district system, yet that system, remaining as it is, admits 
of such a modification as to allow, to a much greater extent than 
now exists, the adoption of the change under consideration. ‘The 
only thing that seems to prevent its adoption universally through- 
out the town, is the scattered state of the population in some . 
of the districts. But without the least infringement upon the 
existing arrangement in these districts, it might be introduced 
into others more numerous, or in nearer proximity to each — 
other. ‘The Joppa district, for instance, could easily avail them- © 
selves of the benefits of this plan; and so could No. 8. And 
as the number of children increases in No. 9, or, as it now is, 
two grades should be established in that school. Its scholars are ~ 
too numerous and diverse in age, when all are together, to be 
instructed successfully under one teacher. And its organization 
under the grading system, would render it more attractive, as well 
as beneficial, and correspondingly increase the attendance. It 
might haply lead to more tasteful architecture in school-buildings, 
than now obtrudes upon the notice of the passer-by, invites the 
depredations of the children, and makes tardiness and absence not 
at all strange. 

Moreover, as the law provides for the union of two or more 
contiguous school districts, for the purpose of increasing the bene- 
fits of the children thereof, the central districts No. 1, and No. 8, 
might unite for this purpose, establish two primary schools, and 
place the larger scholars in one separate apartment, conveniently 
located. ‘This would doubtless be productive of a greatly increased 
advantage to the children of these districts, and yet their schools 
would be supported with the same amount of public money that 
they annually expend under the present arrangement. 
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Your committee are fully convinced that our schools can never 
be economically conducted, or made what would warrant the most 
liberal appropriations, or what the interests of the people require, 
until the grading system of teaching is introduced, into all those 
districts in which it is practicable. ‘This plan operates on the 
great principle of division of labor, the application of which, in 
fabrics of art, is found to be so admirably efficient on the score of 
economy and dispatch. In factories for elaborating matter—for 
producing, for instance, a locomotive or a piano-forte, suppose the 
same workman were to take the rough material, whether of wood 
or metal, shape all the parts, arrange, polish and unite them, and 
continue the work month after month, to its completion. The 
effect would be, the instrument would require a much longer time 
for its construction, a much greater cost, and after all, would not 
be ‘finished in so masterly a manner. Similar are the effects of 
grouping in the same school, a large number greatly differing in 
age and attainments, and requiring as different modes of govern- 
ment and instruction. But the disadvantages in this case are as 
much greater in their consequences, than in that alluded to, as 
mind is more important than matter. And’ a system of graded 
schools which essentially removes these evils, by dividing the 
labor of teaching, giving to each teacher that part to which his or 
her capacity is specially adapted, and allowing three or fourfold 
more of time to be devoted to each scholar, strongly commends 
itself to the earnest and experimental attention of every well 
wisher to our educational interests. 


Hic ScHooL, FREE AND OPEN TO ALL. 


In addition to the ordinary schools, an enactment of the State 
requires towns, having more than five hundred families, to sustain 
a school, the master of which is competent to instruct in general 
history, book-keeping, surveying, algebra, geometry, rhetoric, logic, 
&c. This law is enforced by penal liabilities ; and it is well known 
that this town comes within the terms of the provision. But the 
institution of a high school is required not more by law, than by 
the interests of the town. It is the legitimate climax of grada- 
tion in public schools. Three years ago, the question of estab- 


lishing such a school was committed to a committee consisting of 
4 


16 


one or more from each school district, who, after careful delib- 
eration, reported unanimously in favor of it; stating some of the 
great advantages that might be expected to result from it. There 
the matter has rested. 

That the establishment of this high grade of school, at the public 
expense, would be of distinguished benefit to the town, your com- 
mittee have no doubt. ‘The town does not now furnish all the 
means of instruction required by the wants of the people. Surely 
something remains to be done, while the advantages for obtaining 
a free public education are inferior to those furnished by private 
schools. But many of the children who could afford it, have 
annually been obliged to resort to these, at considerable expense ; 
while many other promising scholars, whose pecuniary means are 
inadequate for attendance at private academies, would doubtless 
gladly attend a high school, did it exist, and thus acquire a supe- 
rior education which otherwise they would not attain, the influence 
of which, upon the town, would compensate a hundred fold all it 
had expended for their instruction. 

It might easily be shown, that such a school is demanded on the 
score of sound policy and economy. For facts show, that were it 
established, it would hold out strong inducements for respectable 
families to move in, and locate in the town, and thus the popula- 
tion, and value of real estate would increase. ‘This, of itself, it is 
confidently believed, would, in less than the period of one genera- 
tion, be more than sufficient to meet the whole expenses of the 
school, and make it a prudent and profitable investment. 

But what is this compared with the intellectual and moral ben- 
efits it will confer upon the community, in giving freely to all an 
opportunity for obtaining an education of the greatest importance, 
whatever may be their employment or profession in life. Such a 
school, if rightly conducted, would doubtless be one of the best 
means of elevating the character of the town. The scholars in the 
lower grades would feel a new and powerful incentive to put forth 
their energies in preparing to become high school pupils. It has 
a stronger influence than lower schools in forming a correct taste, 
and moulding the manners of a community. ‘Taking the more 
advanced scholars, it not only inspires them with the spirit of still 
further improvement, but introduces them to a process of higher 
refinement, fitting them to fill important stations, and to be exten- 
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sively useful to their fellow-men. Indeed, we may hope that it 
would form able and accomplished teachers not only for our own 
schools, (thus retaining in the town a large amount of money that 
is annually carried out,) but also for schools in many other places ; 
thus spreading the influence and honors of the town, by whose 
intelligence and liberality they were formed, for enlightening and 
training the young with high success. 

And what richer inheritance than that comprised in a good edu- 
cation, can we bequeath to our children? In what way can we 
better deserve or ensure a large place in the affections and grateful 
remembrance of those who come after us? By what can we 
accomplish so much to spread prosperity and happiness on every 
side, down the long pathway of future generations ? 

The more, then, we examine this matter, the deeper is our 
conyiction of the importance of a public high school to all the 
interests of the town; and would earnestly commend its estab- 
lishment to the candid, intelligent, effective consideration of all 
the citizens. 


Sounp DisciPLINE IN SCHOOL. 


This includes, first of all, due subordination to authority. With- 
out this, no school can be conducted with either pleasure or profit. 
The teacher is, for the time, in the place of the parent, and must 
exercise a discreet, mild, firm and impartial government. His 
will, enlightened and benevolent as it should be, as well as author- 
itative, must have the ascendant. And it should be impressed by 
parents and guardians on the minds of children, that they go to 
school, not to have their own way, but to obey the teacher—to 
submit to the rules of order and regularity imposed for their ben- 
efit, and without due regard to which, the school itself would be 
worse than a nullity. This subjection of the conduct in school to 
wholesome discipline, is to be effected not mainly by animal force, 
or direct coercion. The good teacher will make use of moral » 
appliances, judiciously varied and adapted to those of different 
ages and temperaments. By a vigilant foresight, he will prevent 
impending difficulties. He will employ appeals to the principle of 
self-respect, to a sense of right and personal responsibility—ever 
prompt to reward merit, and discountenance what is wrong; but 
holding out, in the last resort, the certainty that insubordination 
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and neglects of duty persisted in, shall not go unpunished. And 
when it comes to this, he will administer the penal infliction, not 
with a perturbed or irascible spirit, but under a sense of painful 
dutyy as that which is required by the good of the child, the 
school, and the community. For it is not difficult for any one to 
perceive, that if children and youth are allowed to violate the laws 
of the school-room and trample on the legitimate authority of the 
teacher, they are rapidly preparing to become recreants against the 
laws of the State, and pests to our social interests. And as those 
schools are evidently the best where the discipline is most thor- 
ough, efficient and even, so such schools exert an influence next 
to the Christian family and the sanctuary of God, in sustaining 
and nurturing all the free institutions of our common country. 
Strict obedience, then, to the regulations of the school, should be 
countenanced and required of the child, no less by his parent than 
by his teacher. 

Sound discipline comprises also thorough intellectual instruction. 
Not merely rules and theories, but the principles on which they 
are based, must be committed, and not only committed, but under- 
stood, by the pupil, so that he may see. their relation, and be able 
of himself to apply them, to the business transactions of life. 
The teacher should keep in view the great object to be aimed at— 
which is, not so much to impart a knowledge of text-books, as of 
the subjects of which they treat—to secure for the pupil that thor- 
ough mental discipline that will excite and prepare him for con- 
stantly progressive researches—that development and stimulation 
of the mental faculties, which will raise and ennoble his aspira- 
tions, give him a quenchless thirst for learning, and lead him, with 
self-reliant zeal, constantly to enlarge his stock of knowledge, and 
to become an enlightened, active, energetic man, qualified for any 
position in social life to which he may be called. 

Nor is this all, pertaining to’ school discipline in its broad and 
best sense. Intellectual training cannot, of itself, meet the wants of 
man’s nature, or the demands of the community. And the sys- 
tem which has the culture of the head only or chiefly in view, 
notwithstanding the most lavish appropriations and personal efforts 
for its efficiency, will not only fall short of what is necessary, but 
will actually be the occasion of mischief. If the heart, the moral 
affections, the conscience, the great motive powers in man for 
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good or evil, are not developed and trained in due proportion with 
the intellectual faculties, all will go wrong, and operate injuriously 
to the public interest. It requires but a moment’s reflection to 
perceive, that however well a child may be educated in the various 
branches of science and art, if his moral character is bad, the good 
and great end for which every parent is anxious that his child 
should be trained, is defeated. If he should grow up addicted to 
a single vice, such for instance, as profaneness, disobedience, false- 
hood, vulgarity, imtemperance, or any other kindred evil, his 
influence upon the community must be pernicious, and the respect 
and confidence of all be withheld from him. But to the influ- 
ences which lead to these vices, our children are undeniably 
exposed. And teachers may do much to restrain them from these 
vices, by pointing out their consequences, and inculcating upon 
their tender minds the opposite virtues which will lead to respect- 
ability and usefulness. ‘hough much influence is to be expected 
from the instructions of the sanctuary and Sabbath school, to pre- 
vent these degeneracies, yet the common school has an important 
part to contribute in the work, or it will not be accomplished. 

Sectarianism, it is true, is not to be admitted to the school- 
room. But the “principles of morality and religion,” as con- 
tained in the word of God, are required to be inculcated there, not 
less by our own sense of moral obligation, than by civil statutes. 

But vitally important as this duty is, it seems not to receive 
much direct attention in our schools. It is considered as in-. 
cidental to the general course of training, and either neglected or 
treated in a slight or casual manner. ‘This is a great error to be 
corrected. It was truly said by the late Secretary of the Board of 
Education: “If the teacher thinks lightly of this part of his 
duties, he is not worthy of his place. None ought to be selected 
for this responsible office but persons of moral earnestness, who 
themselves attach great importance to the subject of morals, and 
who give satisfactory evidence of it by the labor they bestow upon 
their own moral improvement. The mind that is to infuse moral 
life into others, must itself abound in all the elements of positive 
goodness.” | 

The teacher’s is, in fact, a work scarcely second in importance 
to any other in the circle of human responsibilities. ‘This is true 
of the instructor even of the little children, whom some are apt to 
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think may be taught by almost any one. The instruction first 
learned being the most enduring, it is all-important that it be of 
the right kind, and skillfully imparted. | Principles fixed in pliant 
childhood, may shape our character and destiny for time and 
eternity. 


‘‘The mind, impressible and soft, with ease 
Imbibes and copies what it hears and sees ; 
And through life’s labyrinth holds fast the clew, 
That first instruction gives it, false or true.” 


Such is the discipline needed in our schools, and indispensable 
to the end for which they were instituted. ‘To secure this disci- 
pline, with its inestimable results, the most competent teachers 
that can be obtained, are required. And as the power of selection 
is as yet allowed by this town to rest with the prudential commit- 
tees of the several districts, how important they should see this 
necessity, and feel, that the prompt, impartial, judicious exercise 
of their office, is vitally connected with the prosperity of our 
schools. And whereas the best teachers command, and should — 
receive, a liberal compensation, and the number of our scholars is | 
annually increasing, we earnestly recommend to our fellow citi- 
zens to be proportionally liberal in their yearly appropriations of 
money, that the highest order of teaching may be secured and 
continued in our schools, and thus elevate them to a position that 
will enable them to hold honorable comparison with those of any 
other town in the Commonwealth. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


BAALIS SANFORD, 
Ve eee UE 


Superintending School Committee. 
East Bridgewater, February 24, 1857. 


[Norr.—Five of the schools being now in operation, rendering it imprac- 
ticable, at this date, to arrive at accuracy in giving a Table of Statistics, it 
is therefore omitted.] 
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


THe Selectmen of the Town of East BripGEWwATER 
submit the following Report of the Receipts and 
Expenditures of said Town, for the year ending 
March 1, 1858. 


EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLS, FOR 1857-8. 


District No. 1.—Samuel G. Alden, Prudential Committee. 
69 Scholars. 


Their proportion of money for 1857, : : . $254 87 
Balance due from last year, . ; ‘ . 174 63 
$429 50 
Paid Hannah Kingman, for teaching, . . $85 00 
«< Tsaac Washburn, contingent expenses, . 1 75 
« D.S. Thayer, for teaching, ; - 40 00 
« 6D.S. Thayer, f : : . 92 00 
« 6'T. B. Caldwell, « ; : . 161 25 
« §. G. Alden, wood and contingent ex- 
penses, : : : : . 28 00 
Balance due from the treasury, .  . . 21 50 
$429 50 


as 


District No. 2.— Warren Brown, Prudential Committee. 
59 Scholars. 


Their proportion of money for 1857, . : : $ 222 57 
Balance due from last year, : ; ; ; 133 72 


$ 356 29 


Paid A. H. Soule, for teaching, . . .$ 99 00 
«© Tsrael Hobart, for board, ; : . 38d 00 
«* Carrie E. Soule, for teaching, : . 56 00 
«* Tsrael Hobart, for board, ; : . 82 00 
«© ‘Warren Brown, contingent expenses, . 6 00 
« Augustus H. Soule, for teaching, . . 90 00 
‘¢ Israel Hobart, for board, ; ‘ . 380 00 
«© Warren Brown, for contingent expenses, 1 78 
« Joshua Sturtevant, for wood, : . 8 

356 53 

Overdrawn, ‘ ; é 24 

$ 356 29 


District No. 3.—Rufus A. Littlefield, Prud. Committee. 
71 Scholars. 


Their proportion of money for 1857, . : $ 258 45 

Balance due from last year, . : ‘ : 128 74 

$387 19 
Paid R. A. Littlefield, for teaching, . . 19 74 
‘¢ Francis Hayward, contingent expenses, . 12 52 
«c 6K. W. Deans, for teaching, . ; . 04 00 
«© Ella A. Washburn, for teaching, . . 48 00 
«© William E. Whitman, for board, . . 36 00 
« Rufus A. Littlefield, contingent expenses, 6 19 
« Rufus A. Littlefield, for wood,  . al? ol 
ss i. W. Deans, for teaching, . ; . 45 00 
« ‘Waldo Hayward, Jr., for board, . . 24°75 
«¢ Nathan Whitman, for wood, : foal 
«< Adaline Tirrell, for teaching, ; ._ 24 TS 
« Mary 8S. Whitman, “ ' . 389 00 

389 36 

Overdrawn, ; : ; ae 


$ 387 19 


- 


9) 


District No. 4.—Samuel B. Allen, Prud. Committee. 


116 Scholars. 


Their proportion of money for 1857, 
Balance due from last year, 


Paid Emily Copeland, for teaching, 


E. B. Reed, J 


(<9 


George Douglass, for board, 
Mira W. Stillwell, « « 
Samuel B. Allen, for wood, 
M. C. Pratt, for teaching, 


Emily Copeland, 


6¢ 


George Douglass, for board, 


Samuel B. Allen, contingent expenses, 


Balance due from the treasury, 


$ 336 78 
33 10 


$ 369 88 


$ 369 88 


District No. 5.—Darius Shaw, Prudential Committee. 


64 Scholars. 


Their proportion of money for 1857, 
Balance due from last year, 


Paid Darius Shaw, for contingent expenses, 


ce 


ee 


Darius Shaw, for teacher’s wages, 


Timothy Drake, for 


wood, 


Susan E. Peters, for teaching, 


H. M. Atkinson, “ 
H. M. Atkinson, *“ 


ce 


ce 


12 74 
25 00 
10 75 


. 111 50 


36 00 
62 67 


$ 245 92 
12 74 


$ 258 66 


$ 258 66 


District No. 6.—Reuben Harden, Prudential Committee. 


62 Scholars. 


Their proportion of money for 1857, 
Balance due from last year, . 


$ 242 34 
14 84 


$257 18 


6 


Paid Mark P. Hudson, for wood, . 


10 50 


«© Reuben Harden, for board and contingent 


expenses, : : 
‘© Nancy W. Brown, for teaching, 
‘¢ Reuben Harden, for board, . 
«Edward O. Grover, for teaching, 

Balance due from the treasury, 


31 70 
50 00 
20 00 
90 00 
49 98 


$257 18 


District No. 7.—George E. Luzarder, Prud. Committee. 


56 Scholars. 


Their proportion of money for 1857, 
Balance due from last year, 


Paid Louisa M. Morton, for teaching, 
‘© George E. Luzarder, for board, 
«© Henry Gurney, for wood, 

«© Carrie E. Soule, for teaching, 
“< George E. Luzarder, for board, 
Balance due from the treasury, . 


$ 231 70 
3 11 


$234 81 


$ 234 81 


District No. 8.—Alfred Griffin, Prudential Committee. 


125 Scholars. 


Their proportion of money for 1857, 
Balance due from last year, 


$355 11 
186 43 


$541 54 


7 


Paid John Jones, for contingent expenses, . $10 82 
«© W. B. Hall, for teaching, . ‘ . 160 00 
«¢ John Jones, for contingent expenses, . 2 00 
« M.N. and O. P. Howard, for teaching, 120 00 
« D.8. Thayer, for teaching, : . 40 00 


iar.-d. Grit, “ : : . 21 00 
« 'T. R. Gannett, for board, . ; #5 20-00 
«© Perez Keith, for wood, : ; . 22 00 
« A. J. Griffin, for contingent expenses, . 12 12 
« W. B. Hall, for teaching, . . . 120 00 


Balance due from the treasury, . : SP ENTSP OO 


$ 541 54 


District No. 9.—Levi P. Bailey, Prudential Committee. 
80 Scholars. 


Their proportion of money for 1857, : . $274 56 

Balance due from last year, . nN ’ : , 173 07 

$447 63 
Paid Horace Toothaker, for teaching, .$ 161 00 
« Almira T. Partridge, of : = ie feos 
« D. A. Partridge, of : - 380 00 
« LL. P. Bailey, for contingent expenses, . 2 1d 
*‘ George Keith, for wood, . ; 7) Lote 
« Abel Barrell, for sawing wood, . 3 28 
« Fannie L. Peters, for teaching, . - 386 00 
« L. P. Bailey, for contingent expenses, . 2 02 
« R. V. Jenness, for teaching, ‘ . 143 00 
«« L. P. Bailey, for contingent expenses, . 3 18 
Balance due from the treasury, . 4 . - lo 30 


$447 63 


8 


District No. 10.—Hlisha Phillips, Prudential Committee. 
30 Scholars. 


Their proportion of money for 1857, . . $188 68 
Overdrawn from the treasury last year, a $1lot 
Paid Fannie L. Peters, for teaching, . - 64-00 
«© Albert D. Wheeler, for board, . . 82.00 
«* Elisha Phillips, for contingent expenses, 19 39 
«¢ J. Horace Soule, for teaching, . . 49 00 
«« Tilisha Phillips, for contingent expenses, 75 
«Albert D. Wheeler, for board, . . 24 00 

$189 51 

Overdrawn, : : 83 

$188 68 


Jacob H. Crossman. 
2 Scholars. 


Their proportion of money for 1857, . ; . $5 80 ) 


Paid Jacob H. Crossman, for teaching in West Bridge- 
water, . , : . ; ‘ : 4 07 


Balance due from the treasury, . 1 73 
$5 80 


Otho Hayward and Others. 
1 Scholar. 


Their proportion of money for 1857, . : : . $3 50 
Paid Lucius Packard, for teaching in North Bridgewater,. $3 50 


Cyrus Munroe, and N. M. Hatch. 


Their proportion of money for 1857, . ; . $7 00 
Balance from last year, : 4 ; ; 36 
$7 36 


Paid G. A. Bryant, for teaching in Hanson,. $7 00° 
Balance due from the treasury, . / 36 


EXPENSES FOR SUPPORT OF 


Paid Cephas Waterman for services as war- 
den of the almshouse, 1856-7, : 
Paid 8. A. Orr, for medical services, 1856-7, 


Paid for expenses of the almshouse, 
ed « of supporting the poor 
out of the Almshouse, 


Paid Samuel Perry, of Hanover, for board- 
ing, and the funeral expenses of Mrs. 
Brett, 1856-7, 

Paid 'Timothy Mitchell, for ie Lee af 
his sister, 1856-7, 

Paid Parris & Richards, for I. x Dunbaligd s 
family, 1856-7, 


THE POOR. 


130 80 
20 00 


638 58 


179 30 


20 62 


12 50 


22 40 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid for the building and graveling of the 
new road from B. Thatcher’s to N. 
Bridgewater line, . : 

‘© Daniel N. Read, for widening of a3 
road near the house of C. H. Goss, 

** Cushing Otis, for stone for road on the 
town farm, . 

«“ Rufus Packard, for ork on the ay 
on the town farm, 

« Nathan Whitman, work on fe ada 
on the town farm, : . 

«© William Keen, for the use of a cart on 
road on the town farm, 

2 


oo 


386 00 


or 
cas) 
Or 


$155 80 


$817 88 


10 


Paid for building a stone bridge on the road 


from the rail road aie to the roll- 
ing mill, . ; . 318 00 


for lumber, spikes and iron ar Nedire 


and railings on causeways... ¥ 161786 
for building railings on causeways and 

bridges, : . . 45°28 
for stone, gravel and enter ; . 1 OOR 


amount ended for repairing other 
roads and bridges, including the 
amount rendered by the highway 


surveyors, . A : : e1OD Ot 
$5,274 16 

“* for lumber and labor, in repairing roads and 
bridges, previous to March 1, 1857, 92 14 
$ 3,366 30 

INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 
Paid for shoveling snow, 1856-7, . $1,640 00 
Abatement of Taczes. 
For 1850, 1851, 1854, 1856, 1857, 160 28 
Sundries. 

Paid Williams Latham, for taking a deposition on the 
Goldthwait case, 2 00 

«© Satucket Mutual Loan and ria Asiocialliil for 
use of safe two years, 5 15 00 
« 'T. R. Marvin, printing reports, 1856-7, 58 05 

«© Quincy Insurance oe ele insurance on town 
house, * 31 00 
«© Sidney Allen, witness in Boldthwait' case, . 2 60 
«« George Phinney, printing blanks, 2 00 
« Elyah Bird, repairing guide-board, TO 

‘* ‘Thomas Gurney, state, county, and town tax in * 

Hanson, 4 : ; ; 32 


\ 


11 


Paid G. H. Hull, settees for town hall, 


ce 


a4 


6 


Lewis Keith, express and freight of settees, 

T. R. Marvin, printing list of voters, 

Martin Whiting, stationary and postage stamps, . 

Eayrs and Fairbanks, valuation book, and tax 
bills, ; q : : 

John Reed, paying interest on town notes and 
orders, ; 

John Reed, Everictic, Bani “if eee 
stamps, : , ; 


Town Officers and Committees—1857-8. 


Paid Martin Whiting, committee on road, 


¢ 


ce 


ce 


a4 


ce 


ce 


€¢ 


ce 


Zebina Johnson, for services as constable, 

Thomas Conant, “ as school committee, 

Pe De wlUCOMe ith, 9S! <6 “6 

B. W. Harris, for recording births, marriages and 
deaths, : ; ‘ 

Judah B. Keen, for services as sexton, 

Martin Whiting, for services as selectman a 
assessor, 

Wadsworth Phillips, for Services as iectoian 7d 
assessor, ; , 

George Bryant, for services as selectman me 
assessor, F ’ : : 

Welcome Young, for services as overseer of the 
poor, 


Nathan Whitman, for services as overseer of the 
Poot « : : 

Charles A. Latham, a services as overseer of the 
poor, . : ; ! P 

Welcome Young, for services as auditor, 

Charles A. Latham, “6 

Galen Willis, “6 66 


John Reed, for collecting taxes, 1857, 


‘ . oe ? 
_ John Reed, for services as treasurer, hiring and 


disbursing money, ‘ : ; 
Martin Whiting, for services as treasurer, ee 
and disbursing money, 


30 


10 


$11 


BI 


15 


12 


Town Officers and Committees. 


Services performed previous to March 1, 1857. 


Paid B. W. Harris, for oa a births, marriages and 


ce 


deaths, 1856, 
Judah B. Keen, for services as Bs abs 1856-1, 
Welcome Young, for services as committee on 
almshouse, 1856-7, ; : ; 
Charles A. Latham, for services as committee on 
almshouse, 1856-7, : , : 
Galen Willis, for services as committee on alms- 
house, 1856-7, : 
Calvin Reed, for services as besicinan 1855-6, 


Seabury C. Hathaway, for services as committee 


~ on road, 1856, . ; : ; 
B. R. Robinson, for services as committee for 
prosecuting for the illegal sale of liquors, 1855, 
Joseph Chamberlain, for services as committee on 
road, 1856-7, ‘ : ; . 
Merritt Jenkins, Jr., for services as committee on 
road, 1856-7, 
Isaac Pratt, for service on boiiinnt Boek! 1856, 
Baalis Sanford, for services as school committee, 
1856-7, : : 
P. B. Wilcox, for services as rohael committee, 


poe, 


RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 


Paid for schooling, ‘ . : $ 3,363 36 


ce 


ce 


6e 


for support of the poor, . ¢ . 1,029 20 
for roads and bridges, ; ; . 3,366 30 
incidentals, . ; ¢ ; . 2,827 57 


28 
34 


$ 2,827 


$10,586 43 


13 


DEBTS. 
The Town is indebted as follows : 


Notes and town orders, payable on demand to differ- 


ent persons, bearing interest, . 3,196 46 
Outstanding orders, . ‘ “ 850 97 
Due the several school districts, . ; 85 61 
$4,646 51 
CREDITS. 
Available means of the Town to pay the above : 
Lumber on hand, ; ’ 50 00 
Cash and bills in the pets of ie treas- 
urer, . ; : : : ot 1,741 26 
$1,791 26 
Balance against the town, : : $ 2,855 25 


Respectfully submitted. 


MARTIN WHITING, 
WADSWORTH PHILLIPS, 
GEORGE BRYANT, 


Selectmen of East Bridgewater. 


East BripGEwaTER, Marcu 1, 1858. 
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Report of the Overseers of the Poor. 


EXPENSES OF THE ALMSHOUSE, 
FROM MARCH 1, 1857, TO MARCH 1, 1858. 


Said house is charged with the amount of provisions, hay, house- 
hold furniture, farming tools, wood and manure, on hand 


March 1, 1857: 


Stock, 3 : : ; : . $3845 
Farming tools, . : : 155 
Provisions on hand, . J : A 114 
Manure, . ‘ : , : : 75 
Hay, : ] . ; A . 63 
Wood, : : . ; : ‘ 18 
Household furniture, .: : ; : 125 
Bulls uncollected, : : ‘ 26 


00 
60 
19 
00 
00 
00 
00 
63 —$922 42 


Said house is also charged with the following sums 


paid for provisions, &c. : 


Stock and shoats, : : ; BB RI2. 12 
Meat, , ; ; : ; . 37 41 
Hay, : ‘ ; , . 18 29 
Flour, grain, and other fone : ‘ 240 00 
Labor on farm, . ; ; : 114 00 
Paid warden balance due last year, ; 24 08 
‘Warden’s services, eleven months, . : 115 79 
Doct. S. A. Orr, medical attendance, . 25 00 
Nathan Whitman, repair on house, : 5 25 
Blacksmith’s bill, ; : , : 11 56 
Damage to wagon, .. : : 2 00 
Moving warden, : , : 4 25 
Use of stove, and paid for nails, . : 1 50 
Luther Harden, cutting wood, . : 12 00 —$883 85 


$1,806 27 


Sard house ts credited with the amount of provisions, hay, house- 
hold furniture, farming tools, wood and manure, on hand 


March 1, 1858: 


Stock, : : , : ; . $332 00 
Farming tools, . ‘ ; : ? 134 25 
Provisions on hand, ; ? : 99 96 
Manure, . 7 : 75 40 
Soil heaped up lane new ant ; 125 00 
Hay, , : , ; , E 136 00 
Wood on hand, . ; . : é 89 00 
Household furniture, . : ; : 123 22 
Bills uncollected, : ; : é 27 00 


Said house is credited with the amount of produce sold 
off the farm, and for labor of Warden, with the 


team, for work done off the farm: 


Grass sold standing, . : panera 
Stock sold, : : ; ; 91 
Team work done off the rat ‘ : 32 
Labor and team-work on new road, : 127 
Calf sold, . ; ’ ; : : 10 
Hog sold, . : . ; : ; 37 
Hide sold, . E : ‘ ; : 3 
Received for use of bull, ; i : 8 
% old iron, . ; 
“6 butter, 6 
sk eggs, ; 8 
ee potatoes, . ; : ‘ 10 
4 milk and poultry, 3 
“6 cabbages, 1 


“ peddler, ; 

«of former Warden, F ; 1 
‘* for beef oxen, : : 141 
4: keeping heifer for Dee Orr, 10 


50 
20 
O07 
72 
00 
40 
36 
Td 
70 
57 
59 


$1,146 43 
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Received of Warden for boots and shoes, 2 80 
‘¢ for wagon and harness sold, . 20 25 
Cash in hands of Warden, . . . 12 18 
542 33 
$1,688 76 
Balance against the house, : ; 117 51 
$1,806 27 


Average number of paupers, for the past year, is 63. 


EXPENSES OF THE POOR OUT OF THE ALMS- 


HOUSE. 
Cash paid for support of Deborah Bates’s children, . $75 00 
“ < Isaac A. Dunbar and family, 96 24 
«© Danvers, for Mary Keen and children, . 10 75 
«© for support of John Dutcher and family, . 28 58 
«© Nathaniel Ramsdell, for support of his son 


and family, t 2 00 
«© Daniel French, for coffin for Tene A. Dunbar, 6 00 
5 


$218 57 
CHARLES A. LATHAM, 
NATHAN WHITMAN, 
WELCOME YOUNG, 


Overseers of the Poor. 


East BripgewatEerR, Marcu 1, 1858. 


ei 


TOWN AGENCY FOR THE SALE OF SPIRITUOUS 


LIQUORS. 
Cash and stock on hand, February 21, 1857, $ 204 85 
Liquors purchased since, : . 2,003 04 
Freight bills, . : ! : take pt 
Cash from the Town esac : i - 60 00 
Expense of sales as per contract, / . 15 00 
$ 2,404 43 
Amount of sales to February 13, 1858, .2,587 71 
Stock on hand, ; ; . : . 240 61 
Cash paid into the treasury, . ; . 388 63 | 
$ 2,866 95 
Balance in favor of the agency, . $462 52 


3 
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INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, 
Recorded i in East Bridgewater, from Jan. 1, 1857, to Jan. 1, 1858. 


1857. 

No. Date. Names of Groom and Bride. 

1 Jan. 16, George Leats and Bridget Droalse 

2 Feb. 9, William W. Wilde v Maria HK. Burgess. 

3 Jan. 26, Patrick Crowley ~~ Mary Smith. 
4 March 9, John F. Steingardt ” Bethia R. Porter. 

5 vw Herman Leonard ” Angenette Hoyt. 

6 7 11, George W. Gage ” Sarah KH. Durgin. 

7 7 17, James B. Scribner Sophronia Stone. 

8 7 21, Otis Kingman ” Helen M. Tribou. 

9 7 ~=28, David Brown ” Mary Ramsdell. 

10 Aprili4, Lorenzo L. Byram ” Josephine EK. Hamilton. 
11. wv 17, David Roach 7 Mary Londagan. 
12 = w 21, David Jordan 4” Mary A. Fleman. 
138 May 14, Alonzo L. Holmes ” Catharine Tilson. 
14 1» 25, Ornan M. Cole 1 Abby W. Bates. 
15 = w 27, Rodney Churchill Hannah G. Reed. 
16 June 3, Joseph W. Lincoln ” Laura A. Whitman. 
5 Wy 4, Joseph Foster ” Sarah A. Hatch. 
18 w 6, Benjamin F. Clark wv Mrs. Lydia Allen. 
19 w 16, Mareus M. Keith Mary A. Bailey. 
20 w 17, Robert C. Keith Helen K. Gould. 
21 w 18, W. D. Pool ” Sarah Lewis. 
3 1 26, Thomas 8. Glass ” Jane W. Peterson. 
23 w 29, Harrison G. Harlow 1 lydia J. Raymond. 
94 1 30, Charles F. Allen v Hilsie M. Steingardt. 
25 July 18, Albert H. Hdson ” Sarah E. Gray. 
26 Aug. 6, Josephus L. Freeman 7 Elsie A. Washburn. 
27 7 16, Charles Thrasher ” Sarah A. Phillips. 
28 w 24, N. M. Davenport, Jr. ” Mary J. Holmes. 
29 Sept. 1, A. Leland Robinson 7 Susan E. Holbrook. 
30 yw 21, Josiah H. Chamberlain 7 Sarah A. Johnson. 
81 7 23, Ephraim T. Cole ” Almira J. Fullerton. 
382 wv 23, Rufus Adams Bridget Henelly. 
33 yw 25, William F. Rounds Rebecca Andrews. 
384 Oct. 15, Samuel Foster ” Abigail B. Porter. 
85 7 16, Benjamin F. Washburn 7 Hannah R. Sears. 
36 yn 25, Francis O. Leonard 4 Pamelia J. King. 
37 Nov. 16, Samuel Keith ” Augusta B. Swallow. 
88 y 21, Nathan W. Edson ” Ellen M. Orr. 
39 Dec. 12, Charles H. Bonney ” Kmily Gurney. 
40 ww 81, J. A. Chandler ” Priscilla C. Hatch. 
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DEATHS REGISTERED IN EAST BRIDGEWATER, 
DURING THE YEAR 185%. 


Age. 
No Date. Name 
Years. | Months.| Days. 
1 aan, (17, Chloe White, 35 
2 n 26, William Bates, 34 » 
3 Feb. 2, Mary Edson, ~ 18 
4 ” ty Martha Hudson, ; 3 
5 anal, William Hodgson, 18 
6 nt Bs H. Johnson, 2 
7 March 19, Maria Allen, i 6 
8 i nol, Charles Short, Jr. 2 
9 Moe. ety Eleazar Whitman, 73 
10 April 3, Mary Flynn, 40 
11 " 4, Hodijah Robinson, 63 
12 ee Rebecca Harden, 71 
13 ace Bey Mary Durfee, 54 
14 n 20, Mary KE. Kingman, 3 6 
15 May 8, Rebecca A. Reed, 8 4 18 
16 wor rho, Melissa F, Raymond, 4 6 
17 n 14, Mary A. Edson, - a 
18 ie? 17, J. B. Thurston, 68 6 
19 How 22, Charles E. Osborne, 3 4 
20 June 1, Elias C. Stillwell, 36 
21 ” 1, Bethia Pollard, 29 
22 in, FT 4ESS N. M. Pratt, 7 
23 pr SO Mary Harden, 47 
24 ie hase W. F. Pratt, Jr. 10 3 
25 July 18, Nancy Richmond, 27 
26 Wore Bey Ora Keith, 54 10 
27 ihe FOE Sophia J. Bates, 24 
28 u —- Qd, Margaret Bryant, 23 
29 Aug. -.¢, James Cummings, 15 
30 bk] ae Mary Cochrane, 30 
3l n 26, Infant child. : 
32 " " B. W. Young, 8 
33 n 30, Sarah Buckmore, 11 
34 Sept. 1, C. S. Erskine, 9 
35 " 6, Rhoda Keith, 79 
36 n 14, Mary Hodgson, 16 
37 Mien he's Maria Whaland, 14 
38 as Leonard Osborne, 1 2 
39 Ghat. Ned, Ellis S. Alden, 7 
40 " ” Charles H. Hudson, 6 
41 ” 9, Wallace C. Smith, 1 6 
42 oO W: Lucy Raymond, 15 
43 " " Charles S. Packard, 10 
44 1. Alig Betsey Blanchard, 47 
45 ” ” Infant child. 
46 uw ~=—s« QA, Frank M. Woodruff, 1 5 
47 n 80; T. P. Farrington, 43 
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| Age. 
No. Date. Name. 
Years. | Months. Days. 
48 Nov. 4, Anne Hodgson, 59 3 17 
49 ‘ 5 esis child of James and 
: H. L. Mitchell. 
50 " Jf Benjamin R. Morgan, 11 14 
51 Ope) bit Alfred Rumsey, 33 
52 comoea! La Flora C. Sparrow, 3 10 
53 " ” Charles Mitchell, 74 
54 HT OOALT.« Isaac A. Dunbar, 43 
55 8, William Hersey, 66 
56 n QA, Charles Miller, 3 2 
57 + 28, Ellen W. Washburn, 4 
58 Dec. 8, Susan Osborne, ey 
59 ou ahd, Elizabeth Kingman, Al 
60 ii Ds Sarah Bates, 69 
61 rates | Elathea Harden, 56 
«62 " " Thomas Wilder, 47 
63 uv 2A, Lucy A. Crocker, 2 


64 a”? 2, Emma Harris, 3 


Belen ee 


The number of Births recorded in East Bridgewater, during 
the year 1857, is one hundred. 


B. W. HARRIS, Town Clerk. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


FELLOW CITIZENS : 

In compliance with the requisitions of the law, and your 
just expectations, your Committee of Supervision present the fol- 
lowing Annual Report of the progress and present condition of 
the Schools. ‘They would first call your attention to a detailed 
narrative of the instruction and discipline administered in each 
school during the year ; and then present for your consideration, 
such general remarks and suggestions as in their view are demanded 
by the interests of education in this community. 


DISTRICT No. 1.—CeEnrre. 
Visiting Committee, 'THomas Conan’. 


Summer T'rerm.—Miss D.S. Thayer, T'eacher. 


This scheol appeared to be somewhat disorderly at its com- 
mencement ; but, under the firm and efficient government of the 
teacher, good order was soon restored and maintained to the close of 
the term. ‘The teaching in this school was exact and practical, all 
the scholars appearing to share equally the efforts of the teacher 
for their benefit. 


Winter Term.—Mr. T’. B. Caldwell, Teacher. 


Mr. Caldwell enjoys the reputation of being an experienced and 
successful teacher ; and from the good order and diligent attention 
to study apparent in this school, it would seem that his reputation 
has been well earned. 


DISTRICT No. 2.—Brack Broox. 
Visiting Committee—THomas Conant. 


SumMER ‘l’erm.—Miss Caroline EK. Soule, T'eacher. 


Miss Soule has had the advantage of a course of instruction at 
the Normal School in Bridgewater, and brings to her work a 
steady devotion to the duties of her station, that will doubtless 
render her a valuable teacher. ‘This has been her first effort at 
teaching ; and notwithstanding an unpleasant buzzing from the 
lips of the scholars, as they studied their lessons, and which was 
not fully broken up during the term, yet the school appears to 


have made a fair rate of progress. 


Winter TreRm.—Mr. Augustus H. Soule, T'eacher. 


Mr. Soule was very favorably known in this district, having 
taught this school with great acceptance for the last two winters ; 
and although the term is not yet closed, we think that the success 
already apparent, indicates that the teacher will lose nothing of 
his good reputation with the patrons and friends of the school. 


DISTRICT No. 3.—Beaver. 
Visiting Committee.—P. B. Witcox. 


SumMER and Faru 'Terms.— Grammar Depart. Miss Elizabeth W. Deanes. 
c Miss Ella A. Washburn. 


reg er par. ; Miss Adeline Tirrell. 

The Prudential Committee deserve the thanks of the district 
for engaging the services of Miss Deanes, for the summer term. 
She was well known in the vicinity as an efficient and thorough 
teacher. Her management of the school, during both the sum- 
mer and fall terms, corresponded with her established reputation. 
Both as respects the intellectual and moral instruction communi- 
cated, the committee would speak in terms of unqualified praise. 

Miss Washburn, in the Primary Department, did not enter 
upon the discharge of her duties for the first time. Her efforts 
were successful, and were evidently duly appreciated. 


a 
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Miss Tirrell’s first attempt at teaching, in the fall term, was 
creditable to herself, and her young pupils. 


r Miss Mary S. Whitman, 
Winter Term.— Grammar Depart.— Miss Elizabeth T. Torrey. 


Primary Depart.—Miss Adeline Tirrell. 


A prevalent expectation, as well as strong desire that Miss 
Deanes would teach during the winter, being disappointed, ren- 
dered it extremely difficult, for those who succeeded her, to 
please the pupils and satisfy the parents. 

Miss Whitman began the Winter School. Her literary qualifi- 
cations were ample, and sufficient for the instruction of much more 
advanced pupils than any found in this school. But she lacked 
experience, having previously never had the sole management of 
any other than the Primary Department in this district. Besides, 
within the memory of a large portion of her pupils, she had been 
a scholar in the same school which she was now called to teach. 
These facts, taken in connection with that already alluded to, that 
the district had expected and desired the continuance of the pre- 
vious teacher in the school, placed Miss Whitman in very disad- 
vantageous circumstances. It could not reasonably be expected 
that she would succeed in giving general satisfaction. Her failure 
to do this, however, related more to the government than to the 
instruction communicated. Under favorable circumstances, the 
committee see no reason why Miss Whitman would not prove her- 
self a popular teacher. 

Miss Whitman having been withdrawn, Miss Elizabeth Torrey 
was engaged to fill her place. Miss Torrey had had considerable 
experience as an instructress in neighboring towns, and had uni- 
formly, it is believed, taught to good acceptance. ‘T'aking the 
peculiar circumstances into consideration, the committee see no 
reason to conclude that her reputation suffered in consequence of 
her brief engagement and efforts in this district. She was unfor- 
tunately taken sick, and was obliged to leave the school, some ten 
days before its anticipated close. 

Miss Tirrell’s school was evidently affected by the interrupted 
condition of the Grammar Department. Yet she kept her young 
scholars as quiet and orderly, as could reasonably have been 
expected. She took much pains in instructing them, with a good 


measure of success. 
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DISTRICT No. 4.—Joppa. 


Visiting Committee-—Tuomas Conant. 


Miss Emily Reed, Principal. 


Summer Term. ; Miss Emily Copeland, Assistant. 


The course of instruction and discipline in this school has been 
very thorough. The exercises of reading and arithmetic received 
particular attention, and a high degree of improvement in those 
branches was consequently secured ; while in the other branches a 
fair progress was made. And we may add, that the successful 
efforts of the teachers, for the benefit of this school, are gratefully 
remembered, not only by the scholars, but also by their parents 
and friends. 


Miss Mary C. Pratt, Principal. 


Winter Term. ; Miss Emily Copeland, Assistant. 


Miss Pratt appears to be an experienced and accomplished 
teacher ; great correctness was insisted upon with every scholar, 
not only in reading and reciting their lessons, but also in their 
deportment ; and at the closing examination, the scholars acquitted 
themselves in a manner highly satisfactory to the committee, and a 
large number of the parents and friends of the pupils, who were 
present to witness it. 


DISTRICT No. 5.—Norruvitte. 
Visiting Committee.—P. B. Witcox. 
Summer anp Fatt Term.—Miss Susan E. Peters, Teacher. 


Miss Peters had charge of this school, last summer. Her pupils 
were very much interested in their studies then, and they were 
equally so, during the summer and fall terms of this year; both 
of which were taught by Miss Peters. She has unusual tact in 
the management of a school. Her methods of instruction were 
excellent ; her control of the school was complete ; and altogether 
she proved herself a very efficient teacher. 


Winter Term.—Mr. Henry M. Atkinson, Teacher. 


During a portion of the term there was not apparent, when 
visited, as strict regard to the authority of the teacher, as ought to 
prevail. ‘There was, however, an evident improvement towards 
the close of the school, and the order was very good on examina- 
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tion day. As regards the instruction communicated, there was 
little to censure, and much to commend. A good degeee of pains 
was taken to explain the principles with which the learners came 
in contact. None of the pupils appear to have been neglected. 
The classes in arithmetic and grammar were thoroughly drilled, 
and algebra was correctly taught. 


DISTRICT No. 6.—Savucket. 
Visiting Committee.—THomas Conant. 
Summer Term.—Miss Nancy A. Brown, Teacher. 


As this was to be Miss Brown’s first experience in‘ public teach- 
ing, some fears were felt that she might not succeed well in this 
school ; but, by her own persevering labors, seconded. by the efforts 
of the parents of the pupils, the school was conducted through the 
long term of five months, in a manner creditable to the teacher, 
and, it is believed, generally satisfactory to the inhabitants of the 
district. 


Winter TEerm.—Mr. Edward O. Grover, Teacher. 


This appears to have been a very pleasant school. ‘The teacher 
has doubtless succeeded, in a high degree, in gaining the respect-_ 
ful and affectionate regards of his scholars, as evinced, on their 
part, by a very constant attendance at school ; while the progress 
made by the pupils in the several branches taught, has been very 
satisfactory to their parents and to the committee. 


DISTRICT No. 7.—West CREEK. 
Visiting Committee.—P. B. Wicox. 


Summer TEerm.—Miss Louisa M. Morton, Teacher. 


Miss Morton had previously taught this school for several terms, 
and had invariably satisfied the expectations both of the district, 
and of the committee of supervision. During the summer, a sim- 
ilar high degree of interest was manifest, as in previous terms of 
her teaching. The discipline of the school was unexceptionable, 
and the progress of the pupils equally worthy of praise as here- 
tofore. 


Winter TEerM.—Miss Caroline E. Soule, T'eacher. 


Miss Soule was well qualified to instruct, as regards education. 
But she had only taught one school previous to entering upon her 
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labors here. Besides, following a teacher of superior excellence, 
she found it difficult to keep up proper interest in study, and more 
difficult to maintain appropriate discipline. She proved somewhat 
deficient in energy and resolution. Her unwearied efforts to 
benefit her pupils are worthy of record, and the larger portion of 
them made a good degree of proficiency. In some of the branches, 
very good attainments were realized. 


DISTRICT No. 8.—Ponp. 
Visiting Committee.—P. B. Witcox. 
Summer ‘I'erm.—Misses M. N. and O. S. Howard, T'eachers. 


The teachers in this school for the summer, especially the older 
and principal, were amply qualified to instruct, both intellectually 
and from previous practice in the conduct of schools. The pupils 
that had been under their tuition, also exhibited a fair degree of 
proficiency at the closmg examination. ‘There did not, however, 
appear to be just that confidence in the teachers, on the part of 
either the patrons of the school, or the pupils, which is essential to 
a high degree of success in the work of instruction. Whether 
the want of confidence referred to, was deserved, it ill becomes the 
superintending committee to assume to decide. 


Miss Deborah 8. Thayer, Principal. 


Fart Term. ; Miss Harriet Griffin, Assistant. 


With some defects, the principal teacher exhibited not a few 
marked excellencies in her modes of instruction. Her decision and 
firm determination secured appropriate conformity to her regula- 
tions. She succeeded in infusing a good degree of her own enthusi- 
asm into her pupils, and as a consequence, they made commendable 
progress in their various studies. Miss Griffin’s pains-taking efforts 
in communicating instruction, in her department, were worthy of 
notice, although she was unfortunately prevented by sickness, from 
being present at the examination. ‘The committee would commend 
the lady patrons of this school, for displaying their interest in its 
welfare, by their presence at its close. 


Winter Term.—Mr. William B. Hall, T'eacher. 


Mr. Hall proved himself an acceptable teacher in this district 
last winter. His school has been very large this winter. His 
endeavors to interest and advance his pupils were unwearied, and 
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attended with his usual success, so far as circumstances would 
admit. The classes in arithmetic and in grammar deserve especial 
mention, for the thorough drilling which they received. The dis- 
cipline of the school was good. Both the morals and the manners 
of the pupils were duly cared for. 


DISTRICT No. 9.—Kerru. 
Visiting Committee.—P. B. Witcox. 
Summer T'erm.—Misses A. T. and D. A. Partridge, T'eachers. 


This school was unfortunate, during the summer and early 
autumn, in being under the necessity of changing its teachers so 
frequently. 

Miss A. T. Partridge was the first instructress. She discharged 
her duties with zeal and fidelity. ‘There was, at first, some dis- 
like exhibited towards her methods of instruction and government ; 
but she was fast overcoming this, and the appearance of the school 
was promising, when she was obliged to leave it from the failure of 
her health. 

Miss D. A. Partridge was engaged to supply her sister’s place 
for a short time, in the hope that she would soon recover. But as 
she (having had less experience in teaching, and being withal 
somewhat deficient in resolute determination) failed to meet the 
demands of so large a school, it was brought to a close. 

After a short vacation, Miss Fannie L. Peters was engaged to 
teach a short fall school. ‘This she did with her usual success. 
Under her efficient management, the school retrieved in a measure 
its ill fortunes, and appeared very well at the closing examination. 


Winter Term.—Mr. R. V. Jenness, T'eacher. 


The agent was fortunate in his choice of this gentleman to con- 
duct the winter school. He is well adapted to the work of in- 
struction. His teaching was exact and thorough. The pupils 
committed to his charge, taken as a whole, made excellent 
progress. ‘There was at times, a little deficiency in strictness in 
discipline, relating principally to the larger scholars; but the de- 
portment of the schools generally, was worthy of praise. The 
scholars, for the most part, loved their teacher, and respected his 
authority. The committee would commend the moral influence 
exerted over the school, as well as the intellectual guidance. 
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DISTRICT No. 10. 
Visiting Committee—Tuomas Conant. 
Summer T'erm.—Miss Fannie L. Peters, J'eacher. 


This teacher was favorably known in this district by a former 
connection with the school. Her teaching appeared to be thorough 
and practical, and her government kind but firm; and she seemed 
to possess, in a remarkable degree, the affectionate regards of her 
scholars; and so it appeared that her efforts to secure a fair 
advancement of the school, in all the branches taught, were quite 
successful. 


Winter Term.—Mr. J. Horace Soule, Teacher. 


This was Mr. Soule’s first effort as a teacher ; but it seemed that 
he was determined to make up for want of experience, by a double 
share of energy and perseverance ; and the rapid and thorough 
progress made in the several branches taught, and particularly in 
reading and arithmetic, was honorable to both teacher and 
scholars. 

The number of children in each district between 4 and 16, and 
between 5 and 15, with the amount of school money apportioned 
to each, is found in the following table. 


ny. Children from Children from Proportion of mone 

District. 4 to 16. 5 to 165. for each District.” 
No. 1, 69 66 $ 254 87 
sir, 51 46 Hd PSY 
Tages 71 64 258 45 
WA, 118 111 342 58 
WB, 64 6] 245 92 
" 6, 62 59 242 34 
ba 56 49 231 60 
I 8, 125 114 355 11 
Hs Dy 80 72 274 56 
” 10, 30 25 185 36 
726 667 $ 2,613 36 


The amount of money raised by the Town for the support of 
the schools, was $2,500. ‘The amount received from the State, 
was $113 36. 


Names of Pupils neither Absent nor Tardy. 
District. 
No. 1.—Summer Term.—None. 
66 Winter Term.—Lydia Worcester, Adeline C, Alden, and Mercy M. Edson. 
No. 2.—Summer Term.—None. 
* Winter Term.—Loreatha Hathaway, Ellen A. Porter, and Adeline F. Brown. 


~ * 
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No. 3.—Summer Term.—None, 
ty Winter Term.—None. 
sé Fall Term.—Celia A. Bates, and Albert Bates. 
No. 4.—Summer Term.—(Register lost.) 
44 Winter Term.—James Conant, and George A. Douglass. 
No. 6.—Summer Term.—Adeline A. Reed, and Sarah F. Young. 
Fé Winter Term.—Henry C. Harding. 
No. 6.—Summer Term.—None. 
ta Winter Term.—Harriet Hathaway, Esther Latham, Rebecca Latham, 
Amelia Bird, Michael Shorter, Patrick Maguire, Herbert Keith, and 
William Hathaway. 
No. 7.— 
No. 8.—Summer Term:—None. 
se Fali Term.—Helen EK. Beals, Metta Orr, Georgiana Bean, Dora Stewart, 
Alice Stewart, Frank Newhall, Herbert Sparrell, James Sparrell, George 
Jones, Frank Bean, and Alfred Rumsey. 
" Winter Term.—George N. Newhall, Daniel O’Brien, and Frank N. Newhall. 
No. 9.—Summer Term.—None. 
a Fall Term.—H. N. Chandler, F. Newcomb, E. H. Sanford, F. A. Bates, and 
M. E. Allen. 
one Winter Term.—William H. Chandler, Francis Newcomb, Eugene Sanford, 
Maria C. Allen, and Mary E. Allen. 
No. 10.—Summer Term.—Mary White, Henry P. Brown, and Walter H. Brown. 
o Winter Term.—None. 


SUMMER TERM. 


. o 
nD PF me| 4H q 
a Wood Catt ay cee beeing 
S >) S my | O a © RES i © =| 
§ ae Se te bs) fas etre we 
aS Names of Teachers. a| & Sa |5%| 8 2 10 |a g 4 
Q a fon eo Kee to ~i2@alite oS Ol ne 
‘s S| 8 | 28 jos] 28 ShlSeetisa 
3 dq] = | eP les] &s esis sesias 
A Hi EF [dq Fle ff a a FE 
$ $ 
1 |Miss D. 8S. Thayer, 4 | 33 00/142 00; 41) 30 4 4) 86 14 
2 |Miss Carrie E. Soule, 4 | 22 00} 88 00) 47| 36 3 228; 18 
Grammar De- Miss E. N. 
Sia parma ; ean 30 00} 90 00] 36} 27 6, 189) 19 
Primary De- iss Ella A. 
as abe ; Washburn, || 16 00! 48 00| 47} 325) 7 211] 13 
Miss Emily Reed, Principal, 30 00 
4} Miss Emily Copeland, Assistant, 3 11 00; * - ged sin ea, wats 
5 |Miss Susan E. Peters, 54) 26 00/186 50} 67) 54 5| 2) 60) 34 
6 |Miss Nancy W. Brown, 5 | 20 00/100 00} 62) 3519) 3) 1) 448) 20 
7 |Louisa M. Morton, 4 | 25 00/100 00) 52) 4611) 3 312} 12 
Miss Mary A. Howard, Principal 
8} Miss Olynthia Howard, Assistant, 97) G2 fonSh\ Ay M04) 84 
Miss Almira T. Partridge, and 
9 MEE Dok Patiidees 23| 24 00] 66 00| 65) 54 | 4| | 197| 10 
10 |Miss Fannie S. Peters, 4 | 24 00) 96 00) 33) 274 8) ~—- |: 222) +10 


* The Committee were unable to find the Register. — . 
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FALL TERM. 
us = 8 2 4 re ae ap 
Q So “ay |& S o he = iq 
ae gp eres te ls) a. |. ee (5 
He Names of Teachers. a| & aa [oe 3 FP |0 |jafineg 
R 15 Ay ~ ge l|As| o Osi Mus! Gia. 
‘x 6| 8 | 82 jes] Ps Sale kige ag 
S &) © | op (oS) ba feSicsleeas 
} ES #2 Pal ps GaSe as 2s 
Zz Iai F | FF l4 if fe FF 
G D Miss E. W : ? | 
rammar De- iss E. W. < 
sie aaileg a Deanes, 23! 81 00| 69 75| 34| 274 177; 19 
Primary De- iss Adeline 
geet Mary ‘ Tirrell, 24| 11 00) 24 75) 41) 30 6 229] 18 
5 |Miss Susan E. Peters, *)° * * * * € 4.8 
Miss D.S. Thayer, Principal, |2 | 30 00] 60 00 
8} Miss Hattie Griffin, Assistant, 13 12 00| 21 00 ¢ 80 554 35) 10 
9 |Miss Fannie L, Peters, 14) 24 00 3600 46) 37 4 Ba 8 
* The statistics are included in the summer term. 
WINTER TERM. 
a! oe a 
re) ae) a |e 
“ SOM le ey fy de oles 
3 o “A a |v a 2 = 4 q 
5 A) = /shla 8 fe |e [sos 
= Names of Teachers. a o oe 5 a) 5 | log A 
a “<4 ~~ o m2 f/m .|/2 
a 2) 3 BS 28 Mo ale ble i5 
~ »~ 
S f| © | ge [83/28 Seg cieses- 
Zi Hie l¢ Fla fo ee 
| $ $ 5 
1 |Mr. T. B. Caldwell, 33; 43 00/161 25) 57| 454 2; 8 98) 7 
2 |Mr. A. H. Soule, 3) 40 00/120 00; 52) 434 1} 8 121} 35 
Miss M. S. 
28 00} 35 00 
Grammar De- Whitman and 
3 partment. Miss E. T.|72 Stak rg 42) 315 106; 12 
Torrey. 
Primary De- § Miss Adeline 
he caret ti ; Terrell, 23) 12 00| 33 00 31) 19 142| 9 
Miss M. C. Pratt, Principal, 28 40 
4} Miss E. Copeland, Assistant, 11 00 197 00, 87) 634 1) 5) 740) 40 
5 |Henry M. Atkinson, 3} 86 00,108 00; 58 452 4) 195} 22 
6 |Edward O. Grover, . |24} 40 00) 90 00) 52) 385 10; 14; 18 
7 (Carrie E. Soule, 3%| 30 00/105 00; 56) 371) 5) 1) 345) 21 
8 |William B. Hall, 34| 40 00/120 00} 88 6117) 1) 10; 236; 65 
9 |R. V. Jenness, 34| 44 00/143 00} 63) 48 4; 7 191) 19 
10 |I. H. Soule, 24| 30 00) 72 00; 42 30i¢| 4] 7; 222) 16 


The whole actual attendance for the year, was 
The whole average attendance for the year, was 


The whole number of children between the ages 0 


f4 and 16 in the town is 726 


The whole number of children between the ages of 5 and 16 in the town is 667 


615 pupils. 
479 6“ 
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENTS. 


The duty of supervision for the year, has devolved entirely 
upon two of the committee originally chosen, as one of that num- 
ber declined to accept the office. As required by law, the remain- 
ing committee, in conjunction with the selectnten, after making 
diligent inquiry for a fitting person that would accept the place, if 
chosen, elected at a venture an individual who had several times 
served in that capacity. He however declined, and not finding 
any competent person willing to act, if chosen, no other formal 
election was made. 

There having been a considerably larger number of teachers 
than usual, and fall terms in four of the schools, the amount of 
duty required to be performed by the committee has been greater 
than in former years. 

The committee are glad to be able, for once, to report all the 
schools closed. It is desirable that all the schools should be 
finished before the Report is made out. The town can in that 
case better understand the actual condition of the schools. Be- 
sides, the bills of the school committee may be presented in full, 
and not, as in one case recently, by running over into another 
year, before presentation and payment, subject any one of their 
number to the imputation of exorbitant charges for his services. 

The committee are restrained, by various considerations, from 
devoting any portion of their Report to labored theoretical remarks 
upon education. ‘Their aim is to give it as much of a practical 
character as possible. With that view, in what follows, they pur- 
pose simply to exhibit, briefly, the present condition of the schools, 
and offer some practical suggestions. 


PRESENT CONDITION OF THE SCHOOLS. 


The committee of supervision take pleasure in being able to 
express their sincere conviction that the schools, taken as a whole, 
have been conducted through the year in as interesting and _profit- 
able a manner as in any former year. ‘The well-directed and 
pains-taking efforts of the prudential committees, have, in most 
instances, secured well-trained teachers. In a few cases, the 
teachers employed, though competent in a general sense, did not 
prove to be adapted to the particular school for which the selection 
was made. In two or three instances, there have been partial fail-, 
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ures to secure the requisite discipline; and in one or two cases, 
there was a failure to awaken proper interest in study. Such 
occurrences, however, may be expected under the best regulated 
school system, so long as human nature possesses its present liabil- 
ity to err. 

To burden the town with printing a detailed narrative of these 
instances of partial failure, or cases of difficulty, does not seem 
necessary, and would be of doubtful expediency, as the decision 
of the committee and the grounds of their decision were made 
known in the respective districts. Three of the schools, which 
were in a hopeful state, have been interrupted, and two suddenly 
closed, by the sickness of their teachers. With these exceptions, 
the progress of the schools has been very satisfactory. In some of 
them, the instruction communicated has been of a high order. A 
goodly number of the teachers employed had previously taught 
in this town, to good acceptance. No one of these tried instruc- 
tors, it is believed, has failed to meet, in a good measure, the 
demands of their position. Of the new teachers, also, much the 
larger portion have discharged their duties with fidelity and wise 
efficiency. In consequence, we believe that in no one of the dis- 
tricts has there not, during one or more terms of the year, been 
much interest awakened, and much real advance made. We be- 
lieve, also, that there is no school left, at the close of the year, in 
such a disorganized or inharmonious state, as not to promise well 
for the future. 


ATTENDANCE. 


Regarding regular and punctual attendance as essential to the 
prosperity of the schools, your committee proposed, as an incentive 
to such a result, to publish in the Annual Report, the names of 
such pupils as should present a clean list upon the register, (being 
neither absent nor tardy,) during any one term of the year. The 
names of such pupils may be found in the table of statistics. It 
was not expected that any great revolution, in the matter of attend- 
ance, would be wrought by such a procedure. We are, however, 
of the opinion, that in some of the districts, the proposition stimu- 
lated the zeal of the pupils to be punctually present, and exerted a 
good influence upon the general average. In connection with this 
point, the committee beg leave to refer the readers of the Report 

‘to the statistics presented, relating to the subject of attendance. 
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We have also taken pains to examine the last Reports of the Board 
of Education, to see where our schools stand in the State, and in 
the County, in this matter of attendance. The result of this ex- 
amination is as follows: In the year 1855-56, this town ranked 
No. 4 in the County, in point of average attendance, and No. 60 
in the State. In 1854-5, it ranked No. 12 in the County, and 
No. 177 in the State. In 1853-4, it ranked No. 15 in the County, 
and No. 217 in the State. In 1852-3, it ranked No. 20 in the 
County, and No. 267 in the State. It will be seen that as regards 
the matter of attendance, this town latterly stands well toward the 
first in the County. But then there is the humiliating fact to re- 
flect upon, that it was once in a higher position than it has lately 
reached. For in the year 1851-2, this town actually attained to 
the first rank in the County, in respect of attendance ; and then, 
the very next year, fell down to No. 20, (there being then’but 22 
towns in the County.) Since that time, we have been slowly 
laboring up the hill again. Figures, although they cannot speak, 
sometimes tell sober truths. Here they admonish us, that when 
we have reached a good condition, great pains and exertion will be 
necessary to maintain our standing. In education, as in everything 
else, ‘* Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall.” 


PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS. 


We do not propose, in these suggestions, any radical change in 
the present system. In our opinion, it is much to be doubted 
whether, as a community, we are prepared for any essential varia- 
tion from the present order of things relating to the interests of 
education. It is now our deliberate conviction, that unless great 
unanimity could be secured to establish a High School, or a graded 
system of schools generally in this town, with the present sparse- 
ness of population, the pecuniary resources, and other disadvantages 
under which we labor, would be prejudicial to the real interests of 
education in our community ; for the attempt would be almost sure 
to fail, and by the re-action carry us back towards the former day of 
small things. No such unanimity of feeling is likely to be reached, 
nor are present disabilities likely to be removed for years to come, 
We may, therefore, look upon the present order of things as likely 
to continue, with little variation, for a considerable period into the 
future. ‘There may be a partial grading of the schools, in two or 
three districts, before long, and some changes corresponding in 
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school-accommodations. Not much beyond this, in the way of 
change, as it seems to us, can reasonably be looked for with the 
expectation of permanency. ‘The committee are therefore of 
opinion, that under present circumstances, expediency demands of 
the friends of education, that they cease from agitating the over- 
turning of the present system, the establishment of a High School, 
and bend their energies to the perfecting of the present system. 


FEMALE TEACHERS. 


With this view, your committee would recommend the employ- 
ment generally of female teachers. ‘There is probably not a school 
in town but might be profitably conducted by females of superior 
education, skill in teaching, and energetic character. This class of 
teachers has latterly been employed very successfully, in some of 
our winter schools. In two districts, there have been no other 
instructors for two or three years; and the schools kept in them 
have been well managed. In one of these districts, the prevailing 
feeling seems to be, that they have never been favored with better 
instruction. In these districts, and in one or two others, in which 
there have been, for the last two years, very long summer schools, 
extending well into the fall, and which were taught by energetic 
and skillful teachers, there has been a striking change in the rela- 
tive rank of the schools, as compared with others in town. 

There has been a great change in the State, as respects the em- 
ployment of female teachers, within a few years, as may be seen 
by consulting the Reports of the Board of Education. A very 
large proportion of all the teachers employed in the public schools 
of the State now consists of females, both for the winter and sum- 
mer, and the number appears to be increasing every year. ‘The 
quicker sensibilities and livelier affections natural to woman, adapt 
teachers of this class, in a peculiar degree, to the work of instruct- 
ing young minds. There may be, now and then, a few large, 
advanced pupils, who might receive more benefit from a male 
teacher, if of superior qualifications; but for these, we have an 
academy in town, whose doors are always open, and where they 
would receive the advantage of being under the same teachers, 
from term to term. But considering the fact, that by the sole 
employment of female teachers, between two and three months 
might be added to the yearly length of the schools in most of the 
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districts, with the same money now raised—that for half the chil- 
dren, at Jeast, female supervision would be preferable—and that, 
for nine-tenths of the pupils, it would be equally as good as any— 
and that a teacher, tried and found to be of superior excellence 
and adaptation for a particular school, might be retained for sev- 
eral terms in succession, by this means—your committee would 
recommend their employment generally in the schools, both winter 
and summer. If there should be objection to this plan, anda 
general willingness be felt to try the benefits of a High School for 
a year, (which, however, your Committee presume will not be 
felt,) then, by the employment of female teachers only, in the now 
existing schools, and keeping them in operation no more months 
than at present, there might be saved between five and six hun- 
dred dollars. This sum, with a little added for fuel and incidental 
expenses, would support a High School for a year. And the ex- 
periment might be made in the 'Town-house, with a little fitting 
up. ‘The committee, however, do not propose this plan for im- 
proving the schools, for they presume the town would not think of 
adopting it. 
FALL TERMS. 


In connection with what the committee suggest, relating to 
female teachers, they would also recommend the plan of providing 
for Fall Terms of the schools. From their observation of the 
practical working of this plan, your committee derive the impres- 
sion that it has proved of especial service to the interests of the 
schools. From inquiry of those interested in education, in some 
of the neighboring towns where the practice obtains, the committee 
find that a similar view of its utility prevails. In recommending 
the practice of holding fall terms, or three terms in the year gen- 
erally in this town, your committee are influenced by the following 
considerations : 

1. By this course, the vacations can be better arranged. Chil- 
dren need a vacation in the heat of the summer, and as things are, 
there seems to be almost an absolute necessity for introducing a 
vacation at that period. ‘This results from the fact, that so many 
of the children are withdrawn by their parents, to be sent into the 
hay-field or the berry-field. This renders the attendance very thin, 
and either almost breaks up the school, or so diminishes the inter- 
est of both the teacher and the pupils, as to render its continuance 
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unprofitable. ‘Then, as the school is to be continued, ordinarily, 
only from three to five weeks after this vacation, in some of the 
districts, a large number of the children are not sent again. Be- 
sides, the school commonly is not held long enough after the, vaca- 
tion, for the scholars to become interested again in study. ‘The 
result frequently is, that the school, from being so broken and 
interrupted, proves comparatively unprofitable. But by having a 
whole term of the school completed before midsummer, such an 
unfavorable result may be avoided. 

2, Another advantage to be derived from holding three terms 
in a year is, that the profitable connection of teachers with their 
schools can in this way be better regulated. ‘Teachers may be 
divided into several grades, as regards fitness for their position, 
and should be treated accordingly. Where there is positive inca- 
pacity, the connection should be sundered as speedily as possible, 
after the fact is ascertained. But in other cases, where the teachers 
may be well qualified in some respects, and may have friends in 
the district, and ill feeling may result from a sudden dismission, 
the shortness of the term would be an advantage; for in’a few 
weeks, a change might be made, without awakening unpleasant 
feelings, and a proper person be put in the place. If, on the 
other hand, the teacher engaged for one term should be found to 
be well qualified and well adapted to the district, her services 
might be secured for a succession of terms, instead of for only 
one, as now, and during that period a large advance might be 
made by the pupils. 

3. Another advantage of holding three terms is, that in this 
way some of the good results of a graded system might be'real- 
ized without its expense. ‘The plan of the committee is in sub- 
stance this: Let the prudential committee of the various districts 
engage teachers at as early a day as possible, after they are chosen. 
Let the teachers enter upon their duties in season to complete a 
term of ten, or eleven, or twelve weeks, before the pupils would 
be likely to be withdrawn from the schools, or before midsummer. 
Then, after a vacation of from four to six weeks, let another term 
begin under the same teacher, if she proves acceptable, as soon as 
the latter part of August, and continue ten weeks or more. Dur- 
ing these terms, let all the small children be sent, and as much time 
be devoted to them as could be profitably thus spent. Then, after 


19 

another vacation of three or four weeks, let the winter term begin, 
under the same teacher, if she proves competent to conduct a win- 
ter school, and let the small children be retained at home, so that 
the chief attention of the teacher may be devoted to the larger 
scholars in the district. If the district is very large, or the school 
difficult to manage, or if they have funds enough, or if the inhab- 
itants of the district prefer a male teacher, let them employ such a 
teacher. But in any case, let there be three terms in the year, of 
respectable length, and one of these—the longest—be particularly 
designed for the larger and more advanced pupils, and the other 
two for the smaller ones. By pursuing something like this course, 
the committee feel a good degree of confidence that better results 
from the schools would be manifest than are now obtained. 


PAYING THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEES. 


It is of very great importance that the prudential committees 
chosen should spare no pains in procuring the best teachers to be 
found. But to do this, will often involve no trifling expenditure, 
both of time and of money. It may be needful, in some instances, 
to visit several neighboring towns, and inquire of many persons. 
It is no more than just that such labors should be remunerated. 
Besides, the rotary system of appointing prudential committees, (a 
very poor principle in our opinion,) may bring men into that office 
who, in order to save time and money, will engage the services of 
an inferior teacher. In order to remove the temptation to do this, 
the committee would suggest that the town vote to remunerate the 
prudential committees in part, if not in full, for their expenditure 
of time and money in procuring teachers. In that case, few if any 
teachers, not known in this community, would be positively en- 
gaged till inquiries had been made relative to their past success, 
either in the last place of their teaching, or of the superintending 
committee in some town where they have taught. It might cost 
the town a few dollars, yearly, to pay the prudential committee for 
their services in engaging their teachers; but in our opinion, a 
considerably higher grade of teachers, as a whole, would be se- 
cured. It would therefore, in the end, prove a judicious expendi- 
ture. 


PARENTAL INTEREST. 


Inasmuch as the interests of education, as well as the interests 
of religion, require “ precept upon precept, and line upon line,” 
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before concluding their Report, your committee beg leave to recur 
briefly to this old topic. It is our deliberate conviction, that in no 
community, and under no possible circumstances, can the schools 
reach a very high degree of prosperity and usefulness, without the 
active co-operation of the parents. ‘There may be the best regu- 
lated system of instruction in operation, that the sun ever looked 
down upon, and yet, if the parents stand aloof from it, and trust 
to that alone, and unaided by their zeal to make their children 
what they desire them to be, its movements will be heavy and 
ineffectual. Like the ‘‘ wounded snake,” it will “drag its slow 
length along.” 

There is no good reason, we believe, why every parent in the 
district should not venture into the school, at least once each term. 
Let all do this, and also resolve to send their children regularly to 
school every day, unless something extraordinary occurs, and 
there would be far less dead loss of the money expended to sup- 
port the schools; and the children, feeling the stimulus of this 
parental zeal, would be encouraged and impelled to do their best 
in the way of study and deportment. The listlessness and apathy 
now so common in our best schools, would disappear. ‘The pro- 
cesses of education would move on “like a thing of life,” and 
such results be reached, as, in after years, with the smile of Divine 
Providence, may shed blessings upon the community in which we — 
live. Not until something like this general parental interest in 
the schools is exhibited, will the prospects of the cause of educa- 
tion in our midst assume any large degree of promise that the 
rising generation will keep pace in intelligence with the increased 
advantages which kind Heaven permits them to enjoy. 


Respectfully submitted, 
P. B. WILCOX. 
THOMAS CONANT. 
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


Tue Selectmen of the Town of Easr BripGEwaTErR 
submit the following Report of the Receipts and 
Expenditures of said Town, for the year ending 
March 1, 1859. 


EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLS, FOR 1858-59. 


District No. 1.—Barzilla F. Ellis, Prudential Committee. 
74 Scholars. 


Their proportion of money for 1858, : : - $211 34 
Balance due from last year, . ‘ ° ; . » 1 50 
’ $ 232 84 
Paid S. E. Peters, for teaching, : - $25 00 
« 8B. F. Ellis, for boarding teacher, : 50 00 
« §. E. Peters, for teaching, : : 55 00 
« BB. F. Ellis, for boarding teacher, ‘ 15 35 
« 'T. B. Caldwell, for teaching, . SOTO 
$ 232 85 
Overdrawn, : : . 01 


$ 232 84 


+ 


District No. 2.—Oliver Pratt, Prudential Committee. 


58 Scholars. 


Their proportion of money for 1858, 
Overdrawn from the treasury last year, 


Paid Marion B. Burgess, for teaching, 


ce 


€¢ 


6¢ 


ce 


(t4 


Marion B. Burgess, a 
Oliver Pratt, contingent expenses, 
J. Horace Soule, for teaching, 
Israel Hobart, for boarding teacher, 
Oliver Pratt, contingent expenses, 


Balance due from the treasury, 


$ = 24 
50 70 
24 30 

7 00 
66 00 
27 50 

5 00 

8 04 


$188 78 


$188 78 


District No. 3.—Aleax’r Staples, Prudential Committee. 


66 Scholars. 


Their proportion of money for 1858, 
Received from West Bridgewater, 


Overdrawn from the treasury last year, 


Paid Anna M. Richards, for teaching, 


ee 


ce 


6é 


ce 


a3 


ce 


ce 


Emily B. Reed, ri 

Salmon Dunbar, for sawing sali: 

Rufus A. Littlefield, for contingent 
expenses, 4 

Morton D. Barrell, for on 

Alexander Staples, for contingent ex- 
penses, ; 

Emily B. Reed, for tearints 

Anna M. Richards, « 


- $200 06 


$ 217 
36 00 
84 00 

dD 00 


4 05 
18 50 


9 67 
56 00 


42 33 


$ 242 39 


27 00, 


$ 242 39 


District No. 4.— William Hudson, Prudential Committee. 


131 Scholars. 


Their proportion of money for 1858, 
“Balance due from last year, 


$291 71 
19 88 


$311 59 


D 


Paid C. E. Kingman, for teaching, . » ~$ 21 .00 
«¢ Allen Whitman, ce 70 00 
«¢ Joanna Whitman, 6 ‘ 39 00 
« Simeon D. Wood, for D. Banohe s chil- 
| dren, . ‘ : ; 6 67 
«6G. L. Faxon, for eerie : : 56 00 
« Joanna Whitman,. “ 27 00 


«© William Hudson, for aes j : Sb? 
«© William Hudson, for contingent expen- 


ROS Nea. ; ; ” 10 50 
« 6G. L. Faxon, for chit . 380 13 
« J. H. Crossman, for schooling in West 

Bridgewater, - : : q 4 44 
Balance due from the treasury, ; ‘ 33 73 


$311 59 


District No. 5.—Asa T. Whitman, Prudential Committee. 


60 Scholars. 

Their proportion of money for 1858, 
Paid Asa T. Whitman, for wood, . - $10 00 
« M. E. Bates, for teaching, 4 y 95 00 
«¢ J. Horace Soule, é : - 60 73 
Balance due from the treasury, . ; ; 20 87 


& 


. $191 60 


$191 60 


District No. 6.—Seth P. Conant, Prudential Committee. 


58 Scholars. 


Their proportion of money for 1858, . $188 78 
Balance due from last year, 49 98 
$ 238 76 
Paid Seth P. Conant, for ee expen- 
ses)" . : . $15 00 
a peth:P. Sai for veel : : 6 00 
«¢ Phebe Conant, for teaching,  . . 115 00 
« William B. Hall, ae : ; 90 00 
Balance due from the treasury, - ; 12 76 


$ 238 76 
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District No. '7.—James T. Reed, Prudential Committee. 
64 Scholars. | 
Their proportion of money for 1858, : ‘ . $197 24 
Balance due from the treasury last year, . : ; 3 81 


ee ee 


$201 05 
Paid N. W. Brown, for teaching, . . $64 00 


« J.T. Reed, for board and contingent ex- 


penses, . . : : 40 04 
«J. T. Reed, for sane. ; ‘ ‘ 14 25 
«© oN. W. Brown, for teaching, . 2 50 00 
« J.T. Reed, for board and ere ex- 
penses, : 4) 
—— $203 54 
Overdrawn, : . . 2 49 


eee eat a 


$201 05 


District No. 8.— George A. Trow, Prudential Committee. 
120 Scholars. 


Their proportion of money for 1858, . : . $276 20 
Balance due from last year, ee : ; 13 60 


$ 289 80 
Paid George A. Trow, for contingent expenses, 6 00 
« <A. Griffin, ee c sé 84. 
«« George A. Trow, f6r wood, : : 12 00 
«© M. A. Gleason, for teaching, . - 128 00 
« George A. Trow, for contingent expenses, 5 00 
«© M. A. Gleason, for teaching, . eo rane 
«* George A. Trow, for contingent expenses, 2 00 


Balance due from the treasury, ; . 7 96 
$ 289 80 


District No. 9.—Bailey Allen, Prudential Committee. 
79 Scholars. 

Their proportion of money for 1858, : : . $218 39 

Balance due from last year, . oth at ‘ : 15 38 


$ 233 77 


7 
Paid Lucy M. Richards, for teaching, ‘ 84 00 


se Lucy M. Richards, for “ . : 63 00 
« DD. P. Reynolds, for wood, : . 7 00 
«¢ =Martin Whiting, for wood, : ‘ 2 62 


«© Martha Copeland, for teaching, . , 63 00 
«* Bailey Allen, for contingent expenses, 12 00 


Balance due from the treasury, : 2 15 
$233 77 


District No. 10.—Luther Harden, Prudential Committee. 
43 Scholars. 


Their propoftion of money for 1858, _—.. : . $167 63 
Overdrawn from the treasury last year, . $ 83 
Paid Lizzie Folsom, for teaching, . - 40 00 


«© Albert D. Wheeler, boarding teacher, 32 00 
«© Luther Harden, for contingent expenses, 7 20 
«© Hiram P. Satchwell, for teaching, : 70 00 
‘¢ Wadsworth Phillips, for wood, . : 7 00 
Balance due from the treasury, : . 10 60——_167 63 


Ebenezer Alger. 


1 Scholar. 
His proportion of money for 1858, _ . ; - . $2 78 
Paid B. T. Brown, . : ; det ie : . 2 78 


Cyrus Munroe, Jr., and N. M. Hatch. 


2 Scholars. 
Their proportion of money for 1858, . . - $5 56 
Balance due last year, : : : : 36 


$5 92 


Paid A. C. Harden, . : : A : $2 78 
 (C, Munroe, Jr., : . : : 2 78——5 56 
Balance due from the treasury, . : - . : 36 


$5 92 


EXPENSE OF THE ALMS-HOUSE, 
From March 1, 1858, to March 1, 1859. 


Said house is charged with the amount of provisions 


» hay, house- 


hold furniture, farming tools, wood, manure, and soil, as 


appraised March 1, 1858: 
Stock, 


Farming tools, 

Provisions on hand, 
Manure, 

Soil piled up ae new ues 
Hay, 

Wood, 

Household furniture, 

Bills uncollected, 


20 00 
B4 25 
99 96 
7d 40 
125 00 
136 00 
89 00 
128 22 


27 00—-$ 1,134 83 


Said house is also charged with the following sums 


paid for provisions, &c. : 


Stock, 

Meat, : } 

Flour, grain, and other goods, 
Clothing, . 

Household furniture, ; 
Farming tools, wagon and harness, . 
Rails and stakes, 

Labor on the farm, 

Milk, ‘ 

Lumber and nails, 

Painting and papering 

Blacksmith bill, 

Guano, 

Horse and wagon biped) 

Warden’s services, one year, 

Doct. 8. A. Orr, for medical attendance, 


$144 00 


31 08 


322 33. 


35 08 
36 58 
65 70 
30 33 
93 96 
1 24 
7 69 
3.712 
Q1 57 
4 58 
2 05 
138 75 
25 00 


963 66 — 


$ 2,098 49 
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Said house is credited with the amount of provisions, hay, household 
furniture, farming-tools, wood, manure and soil heaped up, as 


appraised March 1, 1859: 


Stock, i $408 50 
Hay, ; : 157 25 
Manure, . 3 . : 100 75 
Soil heaped up, . : 100 00 
Farming-tools, wagon and harness, . 172 57 
Household furniture, : ‘ 152 52 
Provisions on hand, : ? 104 14 
Wood and fencing materials, : 73 84 
Lumber on hand, : : 2 00 


Bills uncollected, ' : 57 09—$ 1,328 66 


Said house is also credited with the amount of pro- 
duce sold off the farm, and for labor of Warden 
with the team, for work done off the farm: 


Grass sold standing, : $8 50 

Hay sold, } 74 00 

Stock sold, f ’ ‘ 30 50 

Calves and hides sold, k j 29 25 
Labor and team-work of the Warden and 

team, done off the farm, ‘ 145 79 

Received for use of Bull, . : fs} UPR 25 

se «¢ Poultry, : : 2 90 

“ « Butter, ’ $ 11 84 

sé “ Milk, : ‘ 4 00 

«< Eggs, : : d 94 

e ‘¢ Potatoes, . : 6 00 

ss “* Beef and Pork, eit 2 80 

«* Dried apple, . : 50 

u: «< Pasturing cattle, ; 2 41 

ee ‘© Old iron, ; 80 

66 « Sundry articles sold, . 80 


“< « Articles sold to J. Sturtevant, 6 87 

“ “é “ “é N. Ramsdell, | 9 55 

se “é ee “ A. W. Mellen, 13 59 

“ é ‘“ « . Churchill, 1 50 

«“ «© Making shoes, 13 70 
2 
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Received for Use BiGia oT te sl 
vy Re Oh Gurney, for thbor and 


boarding his men and keep- 


i & 


THEOK EH Bi. ee, 24 50 
i for boardi.of the .Warden’s | 
3 daughter,’ : : 13 50 


Cash in hands of }Warden, . 


Balance against the house, . 


'» Average number of paupers the past year is 84. 


The Warden has paid for grain, flour, groceries, 
farming tools, household furniture, stock, fenc- 
ing materials, and for labor on the farm, War- 
den’ s salary, and Doct. Orr’s bill for medical 
attendance, : 


The Warden has received from sale of the produce 
of the farm, boarding and. keeping oxen, at the 
alms-house, and labor of Warden, and team for 
work done off the farm, 


He has also received cash from the sarennye for 
expenses at aE 


Amount of money drawn from. the treasury for the 
support of the poor at the alms-house, 

From the above deduct increase in value. of ata 
household furniture, farming tools, fencing mate- 


rials, and cash in the hands of the Warden now | 


on hand, over last year, 


Actual expense of  $dpguvind the ‘poor at the alms- 
house, the past year, exclusive of the income of 
the farm, 


30 41——-$ 457 55 


a et ee 


$1,786 21 


312 28 


$ 2,098 49 


$963 66 


$467 55 


496 11 


$963 66 


$ 659 86 


210 86 


$449 00 


il 


EXPENSE OF SUPPORTING THE POOR, OUT OF 
| THE ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid for the support of Mrs. Dunbar and children, . $ 28 41 
" hs Mrs. Deborah Bates’s . “ ; 78 00 
“6 << ~ Thomas Howard and wife, , 21. 00 
“6 ¢ Lusina Mitchell, . : 25 00 - 
«Danvers, for the support of Mary Keen ana 

children, . , , 9 00 
«6D. French, for Sin, for J on Dinter f ; 6 00 
eter, Raymond, ©“ %’' Mrs. Kingman, 4 6 00 


« for the support of Mrs. J oyce and children, oe 
settlement is supposed to be in Marshfield, 15 38 


es 


$188 79 


There has also been paid for Expenses of the Poor, previous to 
March 1 1858 :— 
Paid 8. D. Shaw, for goods for the Almshouse, 1857-58, $18 69 


« C. Howard, ae oe $e do 00 
«© “Parris & Richards, for Mrs. Dunbar, “ 6 59 
« D.N. Reed, “c 6 1857, 1 00 
« . J. M. Soule, house rent for J. Dutcher, a 6 2 
« Daniel French, coffin for J. A. Dunbar, 6 00 
“« Isaac Nutter, funeral expenses of J. Cummings, 6 00 

$48 53 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 
Paid Charles Gurney for building new road by G. La- | 


thi’ 6; | tes ; j : $ 720 00 

«“ Galen Latham for building ae ae eee 14. 75 
«= Calvin Chamberlain, for building road from his 

house to Sandy Hill, : : ; 117 38 


a Charles Gurney, for building road be Cushing Otis’ s, 69 23 
«Elbridge Lyon, for work on the Almshouse road, | 5 19.25 


$940 61 
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Paid for work done on the roads and bridges, 1857, | $46 83 
«© for work on roads and bridges, by order of the 


i Selectmen, ; 2 ; , 4 : 99 O1 

- for railing, for causeways and bridges, _ _. : 44. 92 

«* for stone, gravel and cinder, : ' : 60 30 
«© for overwork, by surveyors on labor tax, . : 61 50 
«‘ for shoveling snow, , . ‘ ; 22 3838 a 
$335 44 


Repairing the Roads by a Labor Tax. 
District No. 1.—Leonard Hill, Surveyor. 


District No. 


District No. 
District No. 
ie No. 
District No. 
District No. 
District No. 


District No. 


Amount of tax worked, 4 : 6249 
District No 3.—Scott Keith, Surveyor. | - 
Amount of tax worked, ; 47 95 
4.—Galen Willis, Surveyor. 
Amount of tax worked, . ‘ 54 09 3 
5.—Francis Hayward, Surveyor. ’ 
Amount of tax worked, _. : 28 27 
6.—Almon Gurney, Surveyor. ‘ 
Amount of tax worked, ; ; 41 19% 
7.—Asa IT. Whitman, Surveyor. oa 
Amount of tax worked, : : 238 108 
8.—Alfred Brown, Surveyor. eh 
Amount of tax worked, s ; 58 91 x 
9.—Israel Hobart, Surveyor. . 
Amount of tax worked, 7 R 30 OT 
10.—Wadsworth Phillips, Surveyor. q 
Amount of tax worked, d P 24 97 j 
11.—Welcome Young, Surveyor. . 


District No. 
District No. 


District No. 


. Amount of tax worked, : : $91 78 4G 


2.—George A. Trow, Surveyor. 


Amount of tax worked, d . 32 83. 


12.—Greenough Wood, Surveyor. 


Amount of tax worked, ; : 143 75 


13.—Azor Harris, Surveyor. 
Amount of tax worked, R 4 82 86 
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District No. 14.—Eliab Latham, Surveyor. 
Amount of tax worked, 


District No. 15.—Nicholas Wade, Surveyor. 


Amount of tax worked, 


District No. 16.—Luther Churchill, Surveyor. 


Amount of tax worked, 


District No. 17.—Martin McLaughlin, Surveyor. 


Amount of tax worked, 


District No. 18.—Simeon Richmond, Surveyor. 
Amount of tax worked, 


District No. 19.—Merritt Jenkins, Jr., Surveyor. 


Amount of tax worked, 


The amount of the labor-tax committed to the Sur- 
veyors, was, 
The amount worked on ‘fie a 


Bete tning on the Bills, 


In District No. 1, Leonard Hill, Surveyor, there has 
been worked to the amount of twelve dollars, for 
which no payment has been made, he having gone 
beyond the limits prescribed by the town. 

In Tetrict No. 2, George A. Trow, Surveyor, there 
has béen over-worked to the amount of seventeen 
dollars and forty-six cents, for which no payment 
has been made. On both the above charges the 
action of the town is asked for. 


There has been paid for over-work in 
District No. 3, Scott Keith, Surveyor, 
« ~—No. 5, Francis Hayward, “ 
« No. 6, Almon Gurney, ‘ 
fae Noli, Asal. Whitman, «.. * 
« No. 8, Alfred Brown, 6 
 & No. 11, Welcome Young, “ 
« No. 17, Martin McLaughlin, “ 
«© No. 18, Simeon Richmond, “ 


$112 89 
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INCIDENTAL. EXPENSES. 
Abatement of Taxes. 


For 1853, 1854, 1855, 1856, 1857, 1858, 


Sundries. 


Paid for Blank books, 


“a** Printing, 


« Advertising, 


_  Jixpress, stationery ae Pee, : 


«* Guide boards, 


John Reed, for payment made to B. R. Rana : 


on town note, : 

Jéhn Reed, for interest paid ot on town note to N. 
Vaughan, . : : A 

B. R. Robinson, interest on town note, 

Stafford Sturtevant, interest on town note, 

B. R. Alden, for eat of interest on hiowe 
notes, : 

B. R. Alden, for ieee tax MS Ecee: t 


Benjamin Edson, making closet in town-house, . 


Satucket Mutual Loan and Fund Association, for 
use of safe, 


Town Officers and Committees. 


Paid Isaac Pratt, for Committee services, . 


Joseph Chamberlain, for Committee services, 


Galen Willis, “ “ é 
Isaac Nutter, ‘6 ‘< ‘ 
Charles A. Latham, <“ «6 &< 
George Bryant, ~, * “é “ 
Philo B. Wilcox, School eo camtice, 
Baalis Sanford, “é 6 i 

B. W. Harris, 4 “6 6 


Zebina Johnson, constable services, . 
Judah B. Keen, sexton services, 
B. R. Alden, Treasurer and Collector’s services, . 


B. W. Harris, recording births, marriages and 


deaths, : : 
Thomas Conant, auditor’s services, ; 
Martin Whiting, services as selectman, overseer 
of the poor and assessor, 


15 
18 


120 


7d 


SS 6S eo or" 


ee 


Lee 


2 eee, 


“ee es 
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Paid George Bryant, services as selectman, overseer of 


the poor and assessor, . ~ . : 46 75 

«“ Cushing Otis, services as selectman, overseer of 
the. poor and assessor, .. yo. sen. 4's : 38 23 
$1,204 36 


RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 


Paid for schooling, °. : ; R's $2,207 94 
‘¢ for support of the poor, . : 916°51 
‘* for building new roads, . Ys 940 61 

« for repairing roads and bridges, .. | 335 44 
‘¢ for labor tax on roads, . : 931° 97 

«for incidentals, 4 1,204 36 


————. $ 6,536 83 


DEBTS. 


The Town is indebted as follows : 


Notes payable on demand to different 
persons, . ae es : - $3,020 13 


Outstanding orders, . ; s : 636 10 

Due the several school districts, . Re 101 11 

. ———— $3,757 34 
CREDITS. 


Available means of the Town to pay the above : 
Due from Zebina Johnson, for the use 


_ of the town-house, : : 28 10 
Cash and bills in the hands of the 
_ treasurer, . : ; ‘ : 1,359 19 


—_—— $ 1,387 29 


eres: 


Balance against the town, . , : $2,370 05 


Respectfully submitted, 


MARTIN WHITING, 

GEORGE BRYANT, 

CUSHING OTIS, 
Selectmen of East Bridgewater. 


- Easr Bripvcewater, Marcu 1, 1859. 
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LIQUOR AGENT’S REPORT. ; 
Thomas Rogers, Liquor Agent, in acc’t with the Town of East q 


| Bridgewater. 
Dr. & 
Feb. 21, 1857.—To Stock on hand, .. : -- $141 23 
bie thashee 6 ; 63 62 
Feb. 13, 1858.—To Cash for Tremere : 50 00 


“ amount of sales from Feb. el 


1857, to Feb. 17,1859, . 4,848 69 


«* Cash received from sale of casks, 22 Al 

$5,125 95 

Cr. 
By Cash paid for Liquors from Feb. 21, 1857, to Feb. ng 
17, 1859, ' ; : ; . $4,550 30 
By two years’ Salary, : . 175 00 @ 
‘¢ Gash paid for Freight, : : 3 : . 147 698 

‘ “c to Town Treasurer, . : : . 111: 83% 


& Stock-on‘hand, Feb. 17,:1859, © seh enenlte ee G5 


$5,636 09 


Profit and Loss Account. 


Dr. 
To'Stock, Feb/ 2151857, 9 2 0.) $141 a 
« Cash, « es Waive 1) Se eee 63 62 @ 
6 GashaKeb1s, 1350, 0 2. mean TE 50 00 — 
‘¢ Balance net gain, . : A : . 008 30% 


$ 763 30 


» 
Cr. ! 
By Stock, Feb. 17, 1859, d : : . $651 37 
« Paid Town Treasurer, : ; ; : ‘ 111 83 


ere ed : 


ee errr 


$763 20 


CD 8D) Or mm OO DD 
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INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, 
Recorded in East Bridgewater, from Jan. 1, 1858, to Jan. 1 » 1859. 


Names of Groom and Bride. 


and Clarissa R. Brown. 


1858. 
Date. 
Jan. 12, John Howland 
Feb. 24, J. W. R. Marsh 
March 14, James Coughlan 
7” 16, Joseph Tillson 
w= 29, William Hodgson 
April 9, Patrick Crowley 
uw 10, T. T. Barnes 
we Q2, Ellis W. Holmes 
yw 26, Albert A. Knight 


May 


// 


6, Havillah W. Dumpher 


7, Hans Peters 
26, Adam R. Humble 
18, Cornelius Nash 
23, Samuel Packard 
12, William N. Shaw 
20, J. H. Bowen 
28, Freeman P. Howland 
6, Thomas Dolan 
9, Joseph H. Cook 
13, Daymon Hoyt 
17, David H. Lincoln 
30, Eli Blanchard 
28, Benj. M. White 
9, John Frawley 
6, Isaac T. Reed 
10, Joseph R. Osborne 
18, Alonzo Sharp 
20, Seth R. Edson 
23, Andrew O. Stetson 
24, Josiah E. Hayward 
25, Daniel W. Thrasher 
8, George A. Reed 
17, Reuben Bates 
26, Horace Worcester 
29, Edward Kingman 


// 


Mary S. Whitman. 
Jane Haynes. 
Fannie L. Hewins. 
Susannah Clannage, 
Margaret O’ Harn. 
Helen B. Harden. 
Julia J. Cushing. 
Mary E. French. 
Mary Jane Harden. 
Mary Feeny. 

Mary A. Chamberlain, 
Mary D. Drake. 
Sarah B. Tolman. 
Henrietta Cornwell. 
Mary C. Stock water. 
Lucy C. French. 
Mary Ryan. 

Nancy A. Reed. 
Emily P. Mosier. 
Mary F. Delano. 
Amelia Watts. 

Mary E. Bonny. 
Catharine B. O’ Harn. 
Lourana Jones. 
Emily R. Wood. 
Mary Jane Peterson. 
Elizabeth P. Raymond. 
Cordelia E. Rose, 
Sarah J. Hoyt. 

Mary J. Thompson. 
Nancy W. Brown. 
Huldah A. Brett. 
Harriet White. 
Bethia M. Holbrook. 
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DEATHS REGISTERED IN EAST 
DURING THE YEAR 


No. Date. 
1 Jan. 11, 
2 66 31, 
3 Feb. 4, 
4 66 of 
5 ‘6 10, 
6 66 66 
7 66 16, 
8 March 28, 
9 6 30, 
10 April 14, 
11 «19, 
12 «93, 
13 May 4, 
14 ‘6 , 
15 6 13, 
16 ‘6 20, 
17 6 24, 
18 ce 099, 
19 June 6, 
20 6 21, 
21 “99, 


24 “O84, 
25 Ap" 3, 
26 ““ 8, 
27 “4A, 
28 ‘6 15, 
29 Sept. 12, 
30 celta 
31 “ 14, 
32 ‘“ 15, 
33 73 a3 

34° 1019, 
35 “96, 
36 66 29, 
se ‘6 6“ 

38 Oct. 4, 
39 6 10, 
40 “o 15, 
41 “19, 
42 66 ait 
43 66 66 

44 Nov. 6, 
45 ‘6 i 
46 “6 10, 
47 Dec. 3, 
48 66 4, 
49 66 23, 
50 a ay 0 £8 


BIRTHS.—The number of Births recorded in East Bridgewater, during the 


Name. 


Ezra Perry, 

James E. Davenport, 
Jesse F. Edson, 
Susanna Beaman, 
Mary Kingman, 
Ruth Forbes, 
Nahum Allen, 
Amanda Leonard, 
David B. Harlow, 
Mary J. Whitman, 
Isaac Gardner, 

Otho Howard, 

John Ewell, 

Calvin Keith, 
Joseph Dunbar, 
Charles L. Hatch, 
John F. Short, 
William Munroe, 
Joseph Allen, 
Betsey Briggs, , 
Samuel P. Condon, 
Sylvanus Sturtevant, 
William I. Munroe, 
Susan H. Crocker, 
Fanny Tilson, 
Ebenezer Jones, 
George A. Pratt, 
Lydia Thayer, 
Emma E. Brown, 
Mary Swain, 
Granville W. Brown, 
Charles F. Churchill, 
William KE. Judkins, 
Aaron Hobart, 
Thomas Sturtevant, 
Clarence Churchill, 
Cora N. Mitchell, 
Mary Beals, 

Lucia W. Angier, 
Mary Raymond, 
James Kingman, 
Rosandea Torrey, 
Mary Whaland, 
John F. Jenness, 
Eugene Ramsdell, 
Permelia R. Cooke, 
David French, 
Anna Byram, 
Fanny C. Reed, 
Emma P, Harding, 


year 1858, is ninety-two. 


B. W. HARRIS, Town Clerk. 


BRIDGEW ATER, 
1858. 


Age. 
Years. |Months.} Days. 


i 2 16 


He 


oo 
oon 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE OF EAST BRIDGEWATER, 


BOC ER YR ORS oa; 9. 


In presenting their Report, the School Committee would first 
direct attention to a particular narrative of the Schools for the 
year, with accompanying statistics. 


DISTRICT No. 1.—Cenrre. 
Visiting Committee—B. W. Harris. * 
Summer Trerm.—Miss Susan E. Peters, Teacher. 

Miss Peters had previously taught excellent schools in another 
part of the town. The government of the school was all that 
could be desired. ‘The instruction of the school was of a superior 
order, and much improvement were evidently made by the pupils. 


Winter Term.—Mr. T. B. Caldwell, Teacher. 


Mr. Caldwell is well known in this vicinity as a thorough and 
successful teacher. ‘This school was under his charge a year ago. 
The interest then awakened in his mode of teaching, and efforts to 
benefit his pupils, were well sustained. ‘The school appeared well 
at every visit of the committee. 


DISTRICT No. 2.—Buiacx Broox. 
_ Visiting Committee.—Baatis Sanrorp. 
Summer Trerm.—Miss Marion B. Burgess, T'eacher. 

The general appearance of this school was commendable ; giving 
evidence of faithful and accurate effort on the part of the teacher. 
The discipline was mild, affectionate, yet, in a good measure, effi- 
cient. ‘The closing examination exhibited proofs of fair progress 
in the studies pursued. 


* The Visiting Committees of the several schools are individually responsible for 
the statements respecting the schools under their charge. 


2 
Winter T'erm.—Mr. J. Horace Soule, T'eacher. 


Though Mr. Soule, with more experience, will doubtless become 
a better teacher, yet his labors here were characterized with resolu- 
tion and earnestness, and attended with a good degree of success. 
The general order, deportment, and proficiency of the pupils, 
appeared worthy of commendation. 


DISTRICT No. 3.—BrEaver. 
Visiting Committee.—B.Sanrorp and P. B. Witcox. 


Summer anp § Miss kmily B. Reed. Teacher Gram. Department. 

Winter TERMs. Miss Anna Richards, * Primary “ 

The grammar department had previously been, for two terms, 
under the charge of the same teacher whose skill and success in 
teaching are well known and well appreciated in this region. ‘The 
scholars were interested in their studies, correct in their deport- 
ment, and enjoying superior instruction, generally made rapid 
advances. ‘The only occasion for regret was, that the terms, 
owing to the state of the funds, were of necessity so short. 
Further particulars may be found in the West Bridgewater 
Report, the school for the year being under the especial super- 
vision of the school committee of that town. 

The primary school, at the commencement considerably confused 
and noisy, soon began to improve in this respect. Its exercises were 
at length conducted quite «‘ decently and in order.” This feature 
continued to be apparent through the winter term. A corres- 
ponding progress was made by the pupils in the several branches 
taught, under the patient and assiduous efforts of the teacher— 
showing a good measure of success as the result of her first 
endeavors in teaching. 


DISTRICT No. 4.—Joppa. 
Visiting Committee.—P. B. Wincox. 


Miss Clara C. Kingman, Mr. Allen Whitman, and Mr. G. L. Faxon, Prin- 
cipal Teachers.—Miss Joanna Whitman, Assistant. 


This school, for the year past, has experienced, in an uncommon 
degree, the evil of a frequent change of teachers. The first, Miss 
Kingman, remained but three weeks. The committee were pleased 
with her teaching, and expected much from it. The assistant, Miss 
Whitman, continued at her post for more than five months, dis- 
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charging her duties with exemplary faithfulness, and with benefit 
to her young pupils. 

The next principal teacher, Mr. Allen Whitman, is a graduate 
of Harvard, and brought to the committee testimonials of superior 
classical scholarship from the President. His acquired skill in 
teaching was limited. ‘This was his native district, and he was 
young; and withal a little deaf. Under these circumstances, he 
could hardly be expected to awaken very much enthusiasm in 
study, or secure very good order. Ina smaller school, and away 
from home, the committee see no reason why he would not succeed 
well. F 

The next principal teacher, Mr. G. L. Faxon, had acquired 
some excellent methods of teaching. ‘The scholars were spurred 
on in the acquisition of knowledge. ‘The instruction was system- 
atic and thorough. Good use was made of the black-boards in 
teaching map-drawing. Except in reading, there was very good 
proficiency in all the branches pursued. ‘The term was short, but 
the money well expended. ‘The Register was not returned in a 
satisfactory condition. 


DISTRICT No. 5.—Norrsvitte. 
Visiting Committee.—Baatis Sanrorp. 


Summer T'erm.—Miss Mary E. Bates, T'eacher. , 


Miss Bates gave a good specimen of aptness to teach. She was 
systematic and effective in intellectual and moral discipline. As 
the result, the order was excellent, and the general advancement 
of the scholars quite satisfactory to the committee, and it is believed, 
to the patrons of the school. 


Winter Term.—Mr. J. Horace Soule, Teacher. 


Mr. Soule, who has already been favorably noticed as teacher 
of the school No. 2, attained at least an equal degree of success in 
this. He appeared to receive the confidence of the pupils and 
their parents. ‘This strongly tended to render his labors pleasant 
and profitable. ‘Though in some of the classes, a lack of readiness 
and animation was manifest, yet on the whole, results showed that 
something was done in overcoming existing defects, advancing the 
pupils in their studies, and leading them cheerfully to conform to 
the rules of order and propriety. 
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DISTRICT No. 6.--Sarucker. 
Visiting Committee—B. W. Harris. 
Summer T'erm.—Miss Phebe Conant, T'eacher. 


Miss Conant did not meet with that success which her efforts 
deserved. She exerted herself much to teach a good school. But 
the scholars did not become interested. ‘The attendance diminished, 
and there were very few at the close. ‘The teacher lacked confi- 
dence in herself, and on the whole, in the opinion of the committee, 
the money expended was well nigh wasted. 


Winter TermM.—Mr. Wm. B. Hall, Teacher. 


In the winter term, Mr. William B. Hall taught an excellent 
school. ‘The discipline of the school was unexceptionable. The 
method of instruction was unusually well adapted to the capacity 
of the pupils. The teaching was thorough, and the school an 
unusually profitable one. | . 


DISTRICT No. 7.—West Crook. 
Visiting Committee—Baatis SANFORD. 


SumMER anp WinTER TERMS.—Miss Nancy W. Brown, T'eacher. 


This school, in each term, was conducted with ardor and vivacity, 
and appeared well at all the visits of the committee. The scholars 
evinced a Srowing interest in their books, and in the teacher’s 
methods of instruction. ‘There was unusual distinctness of articu- 
lation in the recitations. Good improvement was apparent in all 
the exercises, especially in reading, writing, spelling and arith- 
metic. Excellent order, the fruit of submission to wholesome 
discipline, was also secured and maintained. 


DISTRICT No. 8. 
Visiting Committee.—B. W. Harris. 


Summer anp WinTER TERMS.—Miss M. A. Gleason, T'eacher. 


This school was the largest in town. It was also considerably 
the longest. In such a large and crowded school, great exertions, 
with very much patience and forbearance, are needed to keep every 
thing moving on harmoniously and prosperously. Considering the 
difficulties under which she labored, the committee think that much 
was accomplished by this teacher, and that corresponding praise is 
due to her for her successful efforts. 


ee 
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DISTRICT No. 9.—Barrext. 
Visiting Committee.—P. B. Witcox. 


SumMER AnD Fatt TErms.—Miss Lucy M. Richards, Teacher. 
Winter Trerm.—Miss Martha Copeland, Teacher. 


The instruction in this school, during the summer and fall 
terms, was thorough and accurate. ‘The interest of the scholars 
in their studies was apparent at a glance. ‘The attendance was 
much more regular than usual. ‘The téacher’s firmness and con- 
sistency, in administering discipline, were admirable. ‘The exam- 
inations were interesting and honest. The school was, evidently, in 
a high degree profitable to the pupils. 

The teacher of the winter school, Miss Copeland, exhibited a 
good understanding of the branches pursued in her school. Her 
efforts to render herself useful were unremitting. A little more 
animation, determination and self-confidence, would have aided her 
much in imparting interest to the exercises and administering dis- 
cipline. ,In some of the studies very good proficiency was made, 
and none of the branches or classes appeared to have been neg- 
lected. 


DISTRICT No. 10.—Curtis. 
Visiting Committee.—P. B. Witcox. 


Summer T'rrm.—Miss Lizzie D. Folsom, Teacher. 


Miss Folsom exercised her capabilities for the first time, in the 
art of teaching in the summer school. She would have met with 
more decided success, probably, if she had followed less popular 
teachers. The discipline, however, was quite good, and there 
seemed to be no particular deficiency in the instruction, in respect 
to method or correctness. The committee think that Miss Folsom 
gives promise of becoming a popular teacher. 


Winter Term.—Mr. Hiram P. Satchwell, T'eacher. 


The winter term, under Mr. Satchwell, a theological student 
from Concord, N. H., although short, was an unusually profitable 
one. Skill and tact in teaching were called into exercise in a very 
happy manner. ‘The ideas of the teacher in respect to his work 
were correct, his method of realizing them judicious, and his faith- 
fulness to both the intellectual and moral interests of his pupils, all 
that could be reasonably desired. 


° 
Statistics. 


SUMMER SCHOOLS. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Miss Susan EK. Peters, . ‘ 4 | 30 00120 00] 69) 48 8| 1) 1380) 47 
‘Miss Marion B. Burgess, 33 | 20 00) 75 00; 54 89), 6 2 41) 12 
| Grammar Department : 
Miss E. B. Reed, . ' P 13 | 28 v0) 72 09) 37 30), 10} 230; 17 
Primary Department : 
Miss A. M. Richards, . . 3 | 12 00) 36 090; 38 29%) 2 289) 22 


Miss Joanna Whitman, Asszst. 54| 40 00.220 00) 88) 54 1) 461) 10 


Mr. Allen Whitman, Principal, 
Miss Mary E. Bates, .  . 43 20 00) 95 00) 52) 3618 I) "| 51) 15 
Miss Phebe Conant, . 5 5%) 20 00115 00; 43 268 3} 321; 26 
25 00100 00, 58, 449) 7 100, 11 


MissClaraC. Kingman, Prin. | 


Miss Nancy W. Brown, 
Miss M. A. Gleason, . x | 


Miss Lucy M. Richards, : 53| 28 00157 00) 65, 46 5| 556) 17 
Miss Lizzie D. Fulsom,. 4 | 18 00) 72 00; 31} 241) 7 3 196 28 


WINTER SCHOOLS. 


Mr. T. B. Caldwell, ee ey" 24| 43 00/107 50; 63} 5017 8 6) 19) 18 
Mr. J. Horace Soule, .. 2% | 34 00) 93 50) 41 398) 1) 1) 129) 16 


Grammar Department : 

Miss E. B. Reed, . ‘ . 2 | 28 00) 56 00) 40 363 209) 13 
Primary Department : 

Miss A. M. Richards, . . 23) 12 00) 27 00} 37 243! 3 376| 22 


Mr.G.S. Faxon, . . .  {23| 40 00] 84 00] 80] 565 byw BE” 
Mr. J. Horace Soule, . . 28 33 00) 95 47| 46 3438 4| 206} 19 
Ws epee elaget ke Te 24} 36 00) 90 00) 38 307 12) 148) 17 
Miss Nancy W. Brown, : 24 |°29 00} 72 50) 51 3938, 3} 1,100) 7 
Miss M.A.Gleason, .  . 4 | 32 00128 00) 65) 40 2} 300} 23 
Miss Martha Copeland, . ; 23/128 00) 63 00) 67 40" 5| 271; 10 


Mr. Hiram Satchwell, . : 2 | 35 00) 70 00) 36 2677, 2 3 186 9 


32 00|128 00 96 58! 6 2| 446 42 


% 


Amount of money appropriated by the Town for the support of 
the schools, was $2,000. Amount received from the State school 


fund, was $140 07. 


The apportionment to each District is as follows: 
District No. 1, with 74 children between 4 and 16, - $211 34 


" 2, " 58 " wt * 188 78 
" 3, 66 " " . 200 06 
" A, w Bl " '" 3 291 71 
" 5, » 60 ” " d 191 60 
" 6, 58 " " : 188 78 
" ow 64 " " : 197 24 
” 8, 1 120 " " >) PA eTOW20 
v De ser79 " ” ; 218 39 
sh BOY. (74 FAD " " «) 16768 
Ebenezer Alger, . i : ; j : . é 2 78 
Cyrus Monroe, Jr., . : ‘ ; : : ‘ 2 78 
Nahum A. Hatch, ? i ; ; 3 : ‘ 2 78 


Amount, ‘ ; : : : : . $ 2,140 07 


Number of children between 4 and 16, : : ; 756 
" ” ” 5 and 15, . : . 680 
Whole actual attendance during the year, . : : 587 
average " " " arene : 426 


Pupils neither Absent nor Tardy. 
District. 
No. 1.—Summer Term.—Betsey W. Ellis. 
en Winter Term.—Mercy W. Edson, Francella Morse, Betsey W. Ellis, Newton 
Sumner, Morton Alden, Minot C. Bird, Edwin Morse, Alfred Edson, 
Thomas O’Brien, Thomas Murray, Frank Mullin, Joseph Matthewson, 
Frederick Bird, William Mitchell. ' 
No. 2.—Summer Term.—None. 
- Winter Term.—Lucy A. Hathaway, Lizzie V. Smith, George A. Washburn, 
Elma Copeland, Edgar O. Pratt, Elma G. Whitmarsh. 
No. 3.—Summer Term.—Grammar Department.—Augusta Bates. 
ies Winter Term.—Alice Richards, Jane Allen, Augusta Bates, Amelia Bell. 
Ef Summer Term.—Primary Department.—None. 
" Winter Term.—None. 
No. 4.—Summer Term.—None. 
a Winter Term.—None. 
No. 5.—Summer Term.—None. 
w Winter Term.—None. 
No. 6.—Summer Term.—None. 
ss Winter Term.—Harriet Hathaway, Maria W. Keith, Francis White, Isaac 
Hathaway, Eugene Keith. 
4 
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No. 7.—Summer Term.—Mary F. Ball, Ann P. Gurney, George Gurney, Benjamin C. 
Reed, Alphonso Whitman, George Lusarder. 
24 Winter Term.—Ann Gurney, Mary F. Reed. 


No. 8.—Summer Term.—None. 
23 Winter Term.—None. 


No. 9.—Summer Term.—Sarah Reynolds. 
44 Fall Term.—Alice Harlow, Nathan Kingman, Mary E. Allen, Lizzie Barrell, 
Homer Sanford. 
i Winter Term.—Sarah F. Dyer. 


No. 10.-—Summer Term.—F rank Edson. 
a Winter Term.—None. 


GENERAL CONDITION OF THE SCHOOLS FOR THE YEAR. 


It is with pleasure that the Committee are able to express the 
opinion that, with scarcely an exception, all the schools of the year 
in town have been respectable in character, and that some have been 
excellent. There have been different degrees of success, but no 
instance of entire failure. It has been a pleasant thing also to 
us, that there has been no necessity in any school, during the whole 
year, to request the aid of the Committee to repress disorder, or 
settle difficulties. In some of the districts, epidemic complaints 
have interfered with the regular attendance. ‘This has been the 
case, to the greatest extent, in Districts No. 5,8, and 9. An 
unusually large number of female teachers have been employed, 
who have, for the most part, discharged their duties in a praise- 
worthy manner. But while bestowing this general commendation 
upon the character of the schools during the year past, we would 
by no means convey the impression, that the interests of education 
in the town are in a satisfactory condition. Before that result will 
be achieved, some radical, and some less important changes must 
be made in the organization of the schools, and in matters pertain- 
ing to their interests. A few of these changes the Committee deem 
it their duty to present to the consideration of the town. 


Abandonment of the District System. 


So long as this is kept up, there can be no well-organized course 
of instruction. ‘There is now no settled plan of regulating the pro- 
cesses of education, remaining substantially the same from year to 
year. There are ten Prudential Committees, which are changed every 
spring. Each of these ten Committee men will have his peculiar ideas — 
or notions respecting education. A part of the number will possess 
a good common education, and another part will not be particularly 
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enlightened. But whatever their views may be, whether narrow 
or liberal, their action is controlled by them. But the next year 
ten very different men are chosen, with ideas of education perhaps 
exactly the reverse of those cherished by their predecessors. By 
carrying out their ideas respecting the schools, they either neutral- 
ize or destroy the good done by those in whose place they were 
chosen. ‘The practical operation of this course is, that the school, 
in a particular district, possesses no uniform character. During 
one term, or one year, there may be as good a school as the system 
will admit of ; while the next term, or the next year, the agent, 
teacher, and school, may be alike inefficient and useless. The 
money may be worse than wasted, for the scholars may be irretriey- 
ably injured in their morals, their manners, or their mental habits. 
In this town, as in many others, the Prudential Committees con- 
trol, in great measure, the education of the children in the public 
schools ; for by selecting the teachers, they determine the charac- 
ter of the instruction communicated. But who, upon reflection, 
would think of placing the control of his child’s education, for 
twelve or fifteen years, in the hands of as many of his neighbors, 
each one exercising that power for a year. ‘These twelve or fifteen 
men would be likely to employ somewhere from twenty to forty 
teachers, the services of that number being often procured during 
twelve or fifteen years in one district school. But thus to change 
the control and plan of the child’s education, every few months, 
for several years, would be as unwise as the course of a man who, 
having a large and expensive house to build, should, for variety’s 
sake, change his architect some twelve or fifteen times, during the 
process of erection, and allow them to change their workmen two 
or three times as often as he changed his architects. His mansion, 
when completed by this variety of architects and workmen, would 
of course present a most symmetrical appearance, illustrating not 
the actual only, but many of the possible’ orders of architecture. 
No man, of sound mind, would build his house in this way. But 
is it of less importance how the children are built up in mental and 
moral culture? Abolish the district system then. Place the schools 
all in charge of a competent Committee, who will be able to pursue 
a permanent, well-digested plan of regulating and supplying the 
wants of the schools, and who will possess much better facilities for 
the selection of teachers, and their quiet change, when needful ; 
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and the results of instruction, unless all experience fails, will be 


both valuable and hopeful. 


Grading and Consolidation of Schools. 


The Committee would commend to the consideration of the 
town, the importance of establishing a complete system of graded 
schools, consisting of a High School, Grammar Schools, Interme- 
diate Schools, and Primary Schools. Several towns in the county 
would furnish models. If any one doubts the great advantages to 
be derived from such an arrangement, let him go into the first shoe 
manufactory that he comes to, and see the leading principle which 
renders such a system of schools efficient, illustrated. He will 
observe that the arrangement of the manufactory is such, that all 
the work, of one particular kind, is done by one man, and all the 
work of another kind by another man, and so on. One man cuts 
the stock; another workman, either in or out of the shop, fits the 
shoes ; another bottoms them; and another applies the finishing 
process. Inquire of the manufacturer in respect to the quickness 
and cheapness of this method, compared with the old way of making 
shoes, in which one man did the whole work, and he will tell you, 
that on the supposition that a man is going into the business some- 
what largely, and purposes to continue in it for several years, 
his present method is twice as quick, and twice as cheap, in the 
end, although involving something of an outlay to begin with. He 
will tell you, too, that the secret of success in his present plan is, 
that it divides the labor to the best advantage, and puts things 
together that belong together. And this is what the graded sys- 
tem of teaching does. It so divides the work of instruction as to 
occasion the least possible loss of educational power. And it puts 
teachers together that belong together, and scholars together that 
belong together. It does, therefore, for the educational interests, 
much what the modern mode of manufacturing does for the shoe 
business, i. e., 1t quickens and cheapens the whole process in the 
end, although involving something of an outlay to begin with. 
Such a system is just what this town needs; for it must, with 756 
scholars, enter somewhat largely into the business of educating, 
and it will be under the necessity of continuing in it for no one 
knows how many years. We hope that the town will at once 
determine to introduce the gradation system into all its schools, being 
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convinced that the extra expense attending it would be all forgot- 
ten, within a few years, in the great educational power thence de- 
rived and the prosperity accruing to the town by reason of its 
flourishing schools. But if the town will not do this, then let those 
remarks be regarded as introductory to a recommendation for con- 
solidating three districts for the purposes of gradation. 

The Committee unanimously recommend to the town to consoli- 
date Districts No. 1, No. 8, and No. 9, into one district. This 
would bring together into one organization, according to last year’s 
report, 274 scholars, to be provided with instruction. That num- 
ber of pupils ought not to be crowded into less than four schools, 
which would number 68 each, provided all should attend, and 
between 50 and 60, according to the usual rate of attendance. 
The district, once consolidated, might arrange for itself, the details 
for providing suitable schools and instruction. ‘The Committee 
would, however, suggest that there might be four schools estab- 
lished, consisting of either a Grammar, three Primary schools, 
or what would be better, a Grammar school, an Intermediate 
School, and two Primary Schools. By procuring a well-qualified 
male teacher, and making this arrangement permanent, for both 
summer and winter, and putting the Intermediate and Primary 
Schools in charge of female teachers, the ordinary expenses need 
not much exceed the present cost of instruction in the three sepa- 
rate districts, and yet the benefits derived would nearly equal what 
these districts might expect to gain from the establishment of a 
graded system for the whole town. A central buildmg would be 
needed. ‘This, however, might be of two stories, and accommo- 
date two of the schools, and in that case, one of the three present 
school-houses, with its site, might be sold. And whenever the 
town establishes such a system of schools as has been advocated, it 
could no doubt be readily induced to purchase the central building 
in the consolidated district. A further reason for the proposed 
consolidation is, that in two of the districts mentioned, additional 
or better school accommodations are much needed, and must be 
provided soon, if the comfort and welfare of the children are to 
receive anything like due attention. 


Larger Appropriation. 
The schools have been injuriously affected by the retrenchment 
which was made, last spring, in the annual appropriation. It will 
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be remembered that the sum voted for the support of the schools 
was cut down from $2,500 to $2,000. The consequence has been, 
that with only four-fifths as much money, and in some districts 
increased wages, and decrease of pupils, the terms in some instances 
have been very much shortened. ‘The winter term, in two of the 
schools, was only eight weeks in length; and in only one of the 
districts did the term extend to three months. In such a limited 
period, the school would only fairly get under way, especially if a 
new teacher were engaged, and not much real instruction could be 
communicated, and a large part of that limited amount would’be 
forgotten in the nearly three months, or in two instances, nearly 
five months’ ensuing vacation. It is to be borne in mind, that the 
necessary expenses for providing good tuition are much greater 
than they were twelve or fifteen years ago. ‘The wages of superior 
teachers advance every year. ‘Those who intend to make teaching 
a permanent employment or profession, (and it is this class that 
furnishes the best instructors,) prefer, for the most part, permanent — 
engagements in towns having graded schools. ‘To procure such 
teachers for the short terms which our system only allows, requires 
in consequence, and that justly too, an increased rate of pay per 
month, over the wages in the towns where the schools are graded. 
Besides, the schools ought to be kept in operation in every district, 
from thirty-six to forty weeks of the year. This is rendered more 
imperative from the fact that the schools are not graded. Were 
this properly done, at least as much valuable instruction might be 
communicated in thirty weeks, as is now imparted in forty. So 
long as the town refuses to do this, the only remedy for this defect, 
is to lengthen the terms of instruction. ‘This, however, will require 
an increase of funds. With this view of the subject, the Committee 
would suggest that the process of town retrenchment should be 
applied to something a little less vital, than educational supplies. 
Better, in our individual opinion, repress our road-making pro- 
pensities, or cut down expenses almost any where else,—except in 
caring for the poor,—rather than in the means of education for 
our children ; for if these are left to grow up in ignorance, the 
wealth and external embellishments, which may descend to them, 
will be almost sure to prove an injury rather than a benefit. 


Book Appropriation. 


The Committee are somewhat discouraged in respect to recom- 
mending appropriations by the town. ° Three years ago, the 
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Annual Report recommended a small appropriation for medals, to 
be used in each District for the purpose of exciting emulation. 
The Secretary of the Board of Education thought the suggestion of 
sufficient importance to be copied into the State Report ; but the 
town took no notice of it. At the risk of a similar reception of 
their recommendation, however, the Committee would now propose 
to the town the appropriation of ten dollars to each District, that 
will raise half as much more and provide a safe place for keeping 
the books, for the purpose of providing itself with a one-volume 
Encyclopedia, a Gazetteer, a Biographical Dictionary, and School- 
apparatus for illustrating Geography, Physiology and Arithmetic. 
Beyond question, the most valuable appropriation, considering the 
amount, ever made for the benefit of the public schools in the 
State, was that which gave them Webster’s Quarto Dictionary. 
But the books spoken of, saying nothing of the apparatus, might 
each be made well-nigh as useful in the schools, as the Dictionary 
of Webster. ‘They would awaken inquiry, prompt investigation, 
and naturally tend to excite such a thirst for knowledge, that the 
pupil, after leaving school, would continue to manifest zeal for 
making intellectual acquisitions ; and, with favoring circumstances, 
might in time, with no more than a common school education, 
become a well-informed man. In the matter of education, the 
chief thing is to get the will, for when the scholar has the will, he 
is pretty sure to make “the way.” ‘The Committee think that this 
appropriation will be likely to excite in the children, the needful 
“ will,” which knows so well how to find its own way to knowl- 
edge. 


Too early Removal from School. 


One of the obstacles to the attainment of a good common educa- 
tion, we are persuaded, is the very common practice, of beginning 
to send the children to school at too early a period, and of with- 
drawing them from the schools too early in their youth. By the 
former course, either the mind of the child is too early tasked, and 
developed at the expense of the bodily vigor, or the injurious habit 
is formed of sitting in school, listlessly gazing around, without 
application to study. By the latter procedure, the scholar is taken 
away from school with very meagre attainments. Sometimes the 
pupil is forced to break off from his studies, with no prospect of 
resuming them, when he has just begun to understand the impor- 
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tance of an education, and feel the need of making strenuous efforts 
to secure it. ‘This is a very short-sighted policy on the part of a 
parent, that has at heart, the real welfare of his child. No pros- 
pective pecuniary advantage to be derived from his services in the 
shop, or on the farm, is worthy of comparison with the education 
which he might obtain in two or three additional years at school. 
Many parents toil early and late, for long years, in order to leave 
behind them a competence for their children, and at the same time 
secure to them only a limited education. Better, far, leave them 
the choice legacy of a superior mental culture, and trust that their 
own brains and hands, with the smiles of Providence, will supply 
their material necessities. ‘Thus fitted for the responsibilities of 
life, and cast upon their own self-reliant energies, their prospects 
for usefulness and happiness, in their day, will be far more hopeful, 
than if they had been nursed in the lap of ease and affluence, or 
been deprived of intellectual discipline in order to provide for their 
physical wants. Parents naturally desire to be long and gratefully 
remembered by their offspring. But it is a great mistake to sup- 
pose that children, when years have sobered them, will thank their 
parents more for a pecuniary legacy, which may ‘take to itself 
wings,” and must «perish with the using,” than for the permanent 
and priceless wealth of mental and moral culture. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 


P. B. WILCOX, 

BAALIS SANFORD, 

B. W. HARRIS. 
East Bridgewater, March, 1859. 
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 
— KS 


Tue Selectmen of the Town of East BrincEewater 
submit the following Report of the Receipts and 
Expenditures of said Town, for the year ending 
March 1, 1860. 


EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLS, FOR 1859-60. 
District No. 1.—Scholars 81. 


Their proportion of money for 1859, : d - $225 14 
Paid Lizzie B. Christian, for teaching, . $104 00 
«Lizzie B. Christian, “ 4 98 00 
Balance due from the treasury, : : 23 14 
$225 14 


District No. 2.—Scholars 54. 
Their proportion of money for 1859, , : - $173 83 


Balance due from last year, : : 8 04 
$181 87 
Paid Samuel Sturtevant, for contingent ex- 
penses, : : : 3 - $ 2 25 
«« Emily Copeland, for teaching, . . 45 00 
«© Emily Copeland, for teaching, . . 895 00 


«« Baalis Sanford, for contingent expenses, 31 
«© Dexter Pratt, for wood, . : ‘ 7 50 
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Paid Emily Copeland, for teaching, . . $47 15 


«‘ Baalis Sanford, contingent expenses, . 1 a PES, 
« S$. W. Sturtevant, cutting wood, A 1 30 
Balance due from the treasury, . a 38 74 : 
$181 87 
District No. 3.—Scholars 69. 
Their proportion of money for 1859, : - $202 33 
Paid Laura G. Willis, for teaching, . ; 30 80 | 
«© Lovina H. Lyon, for teaching, . : 30 00 
«¢ Adaline Harris, for teaching, . ; 14 23 
«‘ Baalis Sanford, for contingent expenses, 3 50 
«© Elizabeth W. Deanes, for teaching, . 69 75 
«Nathan Whitman, for contingent expenses, 1 50 
Balance due from the treasury, ; D2 9d 
$ 202 33 
District No. 4.—Scholars 133. 
Their proportion of money for 1859, $ 323 97 
Balance due from last year, 33 73 
$ 357 70 


Paid 8. B. Allen, for contingent expenses, 14 88 
« G. B. Howard, for teaching, ‘ es BRS a4) 
« C. M. Noyes, for teaching, 4 . 24 00 
« §. B. Allen, for wood and contingent 

expenses, . : ; iy ALO eH 
ss 6S. B. Allen, for ae : : : 2138 
« §. B. Allen, for contingent expenses, . 5 44 
« J. H. Crossman, for schooling in West 


Bridgewater, 4 4 86 

«© School Committee, for cant ee David ‘ 
_ Roach’s children in Bridgewater, 7 29 
« G. B. Howard, for teaching, : as Fg art 
ec KM. Moves, 46 a ‘ . 384 00 
Balance due from the treasury, 6 10 


$ 357 70 


5 
District No. 5.—Scholars 60. 


Their proportion of money for 1859, : - $185 23 

Balance due from last year, . : ; : : 20 87 

$ 211 10 
Paid J. P. Reed, for boarding teacher, Oo Ron 
«© David Brown, for wood, . : Se LOL-OO 
«¢ Carrie F. Cutter, for teaching, . . 80 00 
«¢ Lewis E. Noyes, «“ of: : si ot QOHOO 
«© Lewis E. Noyes, for contingent expenses, 1 54 
«© Baalis Sanford, « “ “ 1 00 


Balance due from the treasury, . : ONL OD 
ee ETE 


District No. 6.—Scholars 46. 


Their proportion of money for 1859, : ; . $ 158 63 
Balance due from last year, , 12 76 
$ 171 39 
Paid Perez Keith, for wood, . f j 13 10 
«© Laura C. Sherman, for teaching, ; 80 00 
«* Laura C. Sherman, “ 6 ; TT 58 
Balance due from the treasury, ; ; 76 
——— $171 39 
District No. '7.—Scholars 67. 
Their proportion of money for 1859, ; - $198 53 


Paid Daniel Whitman, for wood, . ; 13 00 
«© Mary E. Bates, for teaching, . : 65 00 
« W. W. Josselyn, for contingent expenses, 7 59 


om W. W.Josselyn, * “ 4 1 25 
« W. B. Hall, for teaching, : . 108 00 
Balance due from the treasury, : ‘ 3 69 


——— $198 53 
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District No. 8.—Scholars 113. 


Their proportion of money for 1859, : : é 


Balance due from last year, 


Paid George A. Trow, for contingent expenses, 1 98 
‘* Susan H. Christian, for teaching, . 140 00 


«¢ Daniel P. Edson, for wood, § : 6 00 
«© Daniel P. Edson, for contingent expenses, 6 00 
Balance due from the treasury, : - 189 84 


District No. 9.—Scholars 85. 


Their proportion of money for 1859, 
Balance due from last year, ; 


Paid Emma Barstow, for teaching, . A 78 00 
«¢ Baalis Sanford, for contingent expenses, 6 67 
«© Salmon Dunbar, for sawing wood, . 2 60 
‘* George Keith, for wood, . ; ; 2 00 
«© Galen Willis, for wood, . . ; 6 00 
«¢ Baalis Sanford, for contingent expenses, 9 94 


Balance due from the treasury, ‘ .. 129 68 


District No. 10.—Scholars 39. 


Their proportion of money for 1859, 
Balance due from last year, 


Paid Harriet A. Keith, for teaching, : 72 00 
«* Tsaac Hatch, for wood, . 4 : 6 00 
«* Isaac Hatch, for contingent expenses, 4 26 
“« Isaac Hatch, for contingent expenses, 1 25 
« J. Horace Soule, for teaching, . 4 70 00 

Balance due from the treasury, : : 2 42 


$ 285 86 
7 96 


$ 293 82 


$ 293 82 


$ 232 74 
2 15 


eee 


$234 89 


$234 89 


$145 32 
10 60 


$155 92 


$155 92 
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Libenezer Alger.—1 Scholar. 


His proportion of money for 1859, . ; : $3 74 
Charles Monroe, Jr., and Nahum A. Hatch.—Scholars 2. 
Their proportion of money for 1859, : : 7 48 
Balance due from last year, ; : ; : 36 
$7 84 
Paid Winslow Conant, for schooling N. A. 
Hatch’s child in Hanson, . : ; o 74 
Balance due from the treasury, ; ; 4 10 


eens $7 84 


EXPENSE OF THE ALMS-HOUSE, 
From March 1, 1859, to March 1, 1860. 


Said house is charged with the amount of provisions, hay, stock, 
household furniture, farming tools, wood, manure, and soil, as 
appraised last year : 


Lumber on hand, . , : $2 00 
Stock, : ‘ : ‘ 408 50 
Manure and soil, . : : 200 75 
Wood and fencing materials, : 73 84 
Hay, : : ; : 157 25 
Household furniture ; , 152 52 
Farming tools, . 1 2 172 57 
Provisions on hand, . : 104 14 
Bills uncollected, : ; 30 09—$ 1,301 66 


Said house is also charged with the following sums paid for pro- 
visions, &c. : : 


Stock, : , : : $ 129 42 
Meat and fish, ; : : 388 02 
Flour, grain, and other goods, : o00 94 


Clothing, . : 2 ‘ 6 00 


Household furniture, Ree Oka 
tarming tools, ; : - 21 25 
Labor on the farm, : ; 111 86 
Blacksmith bill, . ; : 27 73 
Lumber and nails, . : A 14 11 
Setting glass and white-washing, . 2 20 
Use of plough, . : : 1 00 
Warden’s services one year, 126 27 
Doct. 8. A. Orr, for medical tole 25 00 
Doct. Chaplain, “ << 1 00-———— 854 29 


$ 2,155 95 


Said house is credited with the amount of provisions, hay, stock, 
household furniture, farming tools, wood, and fencing materials, 


manure and soil piled up, as appraised March 1, 1860: 


Hay and straw, . ‘ - $134 50 
LOCK ai ee : 5 : 376 94 
Manure, soil, and ashes, . f 202 00 
Wood and fencing materials, : 88 00 
Farming tools, oar : : 176 57 
Household furniture, : ; 153 76 
Provisions on hand, : : 119 00 


Uncollected bills, . : , — 10 00——$ 1,260 77 


Said house is also credited with the amount of 
produce sold off the farm, and for labor of War- 
den with team for work done off the farm: 


Hay and grass sold, ; : $ 31 45 

Stock sold, : , Z 125 00 

Calves and hides sold, : : 33 69 
Labor of Warden and team for work 

done off the farm, ; 88 69 

Received for use of Bull, . ; eri 

ss <* Butter, . “ dd 28 

6 “« Milk, ‘ ‘ 8 96 

2 “« Eggs, ; : 3 59 

* « Poultry, : : 8 63 


Received for Beef and pork, 56 O1 
6 «* Potatoes, 5 : 14 42 
“c ‘< Grass seed, 4 7d 
og «© Sugar, : 3 50 
i « Use of horse and wagon, 6 13 
se «* Qld iron, 1 57 
alg « Pasturing cow, , 7d 
- « Keeping peddler, . 1 00 
“ «© Difference in oxen, . 20 00 


_ The house is also credited for boarding 


Abner C. Jackson and men, 2 10 00 


And for boarding and nursing Abby 


Hodges, a pauper, settlement in Ply- 


mouth, 5 13 57 
Cash in the hands of the Warde q 19 97————-494 71 
$1,755 48 
Balance against the house, : « 400 47 


Average number of paupers the past year, 34. 


EXPENSE OF SUPPORTING THE POOR, OUT OF 


THE ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid des the support of Mrs. Deborah Bates’s children, $78 00 


ce 


es Mrs. Larcher’s children, : 3 00 

6 Mrs. Joice and children, F 76 80 

ce Thomas Howard and wife, ‘ 33 00 

e Lucina Mitchell, : : 25 00 

«a Mrs. Dunbar, } ; ; 8 70 

r James Jacobs and family, : 25 75 

Daniel French, for coffins, : ‘ : P 13 75 
For the keeping of foreign paupers, ; 1 80 
$ 265 80 
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ROADS AND BRIDGES. 
Paid Charles Gurney, for finishing the road near Glee 


Latham’s, ; . : $ 251 29 
«© Calvin Chamberlain, = Bailey 18 from Sandy 
Hill to the Four Corners, . . 162 50 


<< Welcome Young, for building road in Distaict No.11, 56 50 
«« Aaron Hobart, for building road in District No. 1, 27 78 
«« Tsrael Hobart, for building roads, é | 47 56 


————ooooe 


$545 63 


Paid Galen Willis, for building bridge near John Reed’s 
Factory ini). : - $99 73 
‘© Galen Willis, for cate on the Thatcher Poaceae 50 00 

‘¢ Aaron Hobart, for work on the road from J. O. 
Vinton’s store to the Joppa road, : : 80 00 

«‘ for work on the roads and bridges, by order of the 


Selectmen, ‘ . 842 85 
«  « work done on the ae and padres 1858, 83 17 
««  «* work done by the surveyors of highways on the 
road appropriation, . : . 490 27 
«« «© overwork by the surveyors on le eae tax bills, 37 30 
««  « stone for bridges and culverts, . : : 50 50 
«< «© gravel for roads, 1858, 4 : : 4 13 48 
Cr eee CTA VBL aseer sulee : ; ; : 38 67 
BS Gree CLOT Aur anes 4 ‘ ) 10Taas 
«  «* putting up railings on causeways oo bridges, 74 50 
«© « lumber, iron and nails, for bridges and railings, 209 37 
« «shoveling snow, : : ; : : 93 29 
$1,970 19 


Repairing the Roads by a Labor Tax. 
District No. 1.—Aaron Hobart, Surveyor. 


Amount of tax worked, $106 88 

Remaining on the bills, E ; 24 53 
District No, 2.—Nathaniel Perkins, Surveyor. | | 

Amount of tax worked, 98 90 


Remaining on the bills, ; - 1 74 — 


District No. 


District No 


District No 


District No 


District No 


District No. 


District No 


District No. 10.—George W. Harden, Surveyor. 


District No 


District No 


District No 


; 
District No 
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3.—Josiah P. Reynolds, Surveyor. 
Amount of tax worked, 
Remaining on the bills, 

. 4.—Galen Willis, Surveyor. 
Amount of tax worked, 
Remaining on the bills, 

. ).—George Gross, Surveyor. 
Amount of tax worked, 

. 6.—Thomas G. Stetson, Surveyor. 
Amount of tax worked, . 
Remaining on the bills, 

. 7.—Henry J. Starbuck, Surveyor. 
Amount of tax worked, 
Remaining on the bills, 

8.—Isaac Brown, Jr. Surveyor. 
Amount of tax worked, 
Remaining on the bills, 

9.—Elbridge G. Lyon, Surveyor. 
Amount of tax worked, 
Remaining on the bills, 


Amount of tax worked, 
Remaining on the bills, 

. 11.—Welcome Young, Surveyor. 
Amount of tax worked, 
Remaining on the bills, 

. 12.—Levi W. Noyes, Surveyor. 
Amount of tax worked, 

. 13.—John H. Hathaway, Surveyor. 
Amount of tax worked, 
Remaining on the bills, 

. 14.—Charles A. Latham, Surveyor. 


Amount of tax worked, 


District No. 15.—Martin Parris, Surveyor. 


District No 


Amount of tax worked, 
Remaining on the bills, 

. 16.—Luther Churchill, Surveyor. 
Amount of tax worked, 
Remaining on the bills, 


64 


58 


36 


71 


30 


67 


4 


46 


85 


28 


09 


37 


81 


95 


oS 


roo) 


95 


66 


or 
ras) 


29 


04 


4 
-i 


i 
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District No. 17.—Levi C. Wright, Surveyor. 


Amount of tax worked, 64 10 

Remaining on the bills, : : 2 66 
District No. 18.—Simeon Richmond, Surveyor. 

Amount of tax worked, 22 20 

Remaining on the bills, : : 52 
District No. 19.—Merritt Jenkins, Jr., Surveyor. 

Amount of tax worked, 101 78 

Remaining on the bills, : 3 04 


Paid for 


ce 


ce 


6¢ 


Whole am’t of tax worked, $1,347 94 


a 


Am’t of taxes remaining on the bills, $58 29 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Sundries. 


Record Book, . ; : : . j $5 00 
Printing and advertising, . RULE : 66 00 
Stationery and postage, 1 87 
Guide posts and putting up Pride aaa, 4 50 
North Bridgewater for monument stone, . 3 00 
Repairing the hearse, . 2 00 
Measuring roads on town map, 2 00 


Fire-proof safe, —.. ; s ; : 150 00 


Land for gravel, : ‘ : ; 55 00 
Settees for town house, . 25 Td 
Removing the remains of Mr. Wilder foi 
Taunton, . 6 75 
Opening and peuene the meeting house *. 
a State lecturer, . : ; , : 1 50 @ 
Interest on town note, 2 : : - 25 16 


Tax in Hanson, a a t , Y 36 
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Town Officers and Committees. 


Paid Martin Whiting, Selectman, Assessor, and Over- 


‘ce 


ce 


seer of the Poor, ; } 

George Bryant, Selectman, eee and oe 
seer of.the Poor, : : 

Cushing Otis, Selectman, Agate and Overseer 
of the Poor, : 

Baalis Sanford, School Cniniittes: 

Philo B. Wilcox, « <6 : 

Benjamin W. Harris, School Comesies ‘ 

Benjamin W. Harris, recording births, marriages, 
and deaths, 

B. R. Alden, Treasurer’s services, 1858, 

B. R. Alden, “e <6 1859, 

B. R. Alden, collecting tax, 1859, 

Zebina Johnson, Constable, 

Judah B. Keen, Sexton, 

Galen Willis, Auditor, 1858, 

Galen Willis, “ 1859, 

Samuel G. Alden, Auditor, 1859, ; 

Charles A. Latham, Committee on roads, 1858, 


Azor Harris, és ‘< ‘ 
Isaac Pratt, ““ “c ‘ 
John H. Hathaway, <“ “<6 «6 
Jacob A. Rogers, «6 ‘< «<6 
Joseph Chamberlain,  “ ‘ 1859, 
Isaac Pratt, &< é< ‘< 


Abatement of Taxes. 


For 1857, 1858, 1859, 


121 31 


157 25 


$1,080 51 


RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 


Paid for schooling, d E . $1,836 82 
“* for support of the poor, . : 760 51 
« for building new roads, 545 63 


ce 


6e 


for repairing roads and bridges, . 1,970 19 
by labor tax on roads, : : 1,347 94 
Incidentals, ; d : , 1,080 51 


$ 7,541 60 
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DEBTS. 
The Town is indebted as follows : 


Notes and interest, payable on demand, $ 2,436 94 
Outstanding orders, 3 ; ; ako LLOOD 
Due the several school districts, . ; . 407 44 


> 


$3,355 38 


CREDITS. 
Available means of the Town to pay the above : 


Due from M. M. Keith for use of Town-house, 15 13 
Due from other towns for the support of paupers, 39 32 
Cash and taxes uncollected, in the hands of B. 

R. Alden, Treasurer and Collector, for 

1858, and 1859, as appears by the Audi- 


tor’s certificate, ; : aL SRO CeO) 
And from John Reed, Te and Collector 
for 1857, : : 2 . , 512 86 
$2.2071 oe 
Balance against the town, : q : : $1,078 17 


Respectfully submitted, 


MARTIN WHITING, 
GEORGE BRYANT, 
CUSHING OTIS. 
Selectmen of East Bridgewater. 


East Bripecewarer, Marcu 1, 1860. 


LIQUOR AGENT’S REPORT. 
Thomas Rogers in ace’t with the Town of East Bridgewater. 


Dr. 

To stock on hand, Feb. 7, 1859, : : p $651 37 
‘«* cash sales of liquors, eee ; : tent, Rilels Mts ts: 
Se, ree casks, ! ‘ ’ : ‘ 40 60 

$ 3,280 80 
Cr. 

_ By cash paid for liquors, . ; : . $2,434 26 
fs ae for freight, . : ; 4 ‘ 72 76 
« Agent’ssalary, .  . : : 100 00 
«¢ stock on hand, Feb. 7, 1860, : : ; 667 56 
‘cash on hand, . ‘ : ‘ ; : 21 81 

$ 3,296 39 
Profit and Loss Account. 
; 

Dr. 
Stock on hand, Feb. 7, 1860, . 2, : b $ 667 56 
Cash 66 - ss : : ; . 21 8h 
$689 37 

Cr. 
Stock on hand, Feb. 7, 1859, . : ‘ : $651 37 


Se ere eee 


Total profit, ; i ‘ . 388 00 
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INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, 
Recorded in East Bridgewater, from Jan. 1, 1859, to Jan. 1, 1860. 


1859. 

No. Date. Names of Groom and Bride. 

1 Jan’ry 3, Patrick Heife, Jr. and Bridget Norris. 

2, ” ww James Brayton ” Laura A. Brown. 

3 Wf 8, Kimball HE. Sheldon Mary EH. Smith. 

4 uw 12, Matthew W. Lincoln 7 Kmily Harding. 

5 ” 17, Oliver H. Wade + Mary A. Pratt. 

6 7 — _# Samuel Harris Mary Sturtevant. 

7 Feb’ry 8, H. P. Satchwell 1” Mary KH. Jewett. 

8 # ~=12, John Powers 7 Anna Ford. 

9 ” 15, Lucian B. Leach ~~ ~Kilvira D. Dickerman. 
10 u 18, Joseph Harlow 1 Lucey L. Bird. 
11 1 26, George D. Bryant ” Mary EK. Hudson. 
12 March13, Daniel C. Chandler Josephine Wade. 
13 April 2, Lysander M. Thompson =. Marietta Hathaway. 
14 ” 16, N. H. Wilson # Luey 8. Tolman. 
15 May 7, Nathaniel Beals  Hlizabeth R. Herrick. 
16 # 10, Augustus F. Hall 7 Susan EK. Osborne. 
hi nw 25, Hartwell Atkins ~~ Martha E. Cook. 
18 June 11, Marshall N. Humble ww Mary F. Pratt. 
19 7” 18, John Hahn , 7 Sally Gannelly. 
20 July 22, Patrick Norris # Bridget Cary. 
91 uw %4, Tsadas Fuller ” Mary A. Mendall. 
22 Aug. 2, Jasper M. Staples Adeline Tirrell. 
23 W 14, Josiah Otis uw Myra A. Millet. 
24 Sept. 21, David L. Tinkham 1 Elizabeth C. Morse. 
25 nw 24, Frank M. Kingman ” Kllen G. Alden. 
26 Oct. 10, Reuel Lincoln 7 Roxanna Smith. 
rare vw 18, John A. Allen ”  Fidelia Cook. 
28 7 15, James M. Haynes + Margaret L. Gardner. 
29 Nov. 1, John W. Worcester ” Harriet A. Millet. 
30 y 8, William H. Fullerton ” Mary-H. Ford. 
‘81 uw Robert Wade ~~ Kliza Lincoln. 
32 ” 17, Elbridge Crocker  Kllen A. Munroe. 
33 n 24, John Hannegan ” Mary Harfey. 
34 ”v Stillman Aldrich Betsey J. Sturtevant. 
35 Dee. 5, George T. Johnson ”  Flarriet H. Gassett. 
36 15, Samuel Carter Mrs. Sophronia Dunbar. 
37 # 19, Nehemiah White 4 lizabeth Kenan. 
38 7 26, Amos Hunting ” Margaret O. Holbrook. 


a 
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DEATHS REGISTERED IN EAST BRIDGEWATER, 


DURING THE YEAR 1859. 


No. Date. 
1 Jan. 29, 
2 Feb. 3, 
3 root, 
4 So 1G, 
5) “é 6 
6 Lit 
tj “28, 
8 66 66 
9 March 7, 
10 April 14, 
1l veda A 
12 Lae Ade 
13 se 30, 
14 Jung 1, 
16 ad 1 
16 ‘16, 
17 e. 19, 
18 cc 629, 
19 July 8, 
20 Ae 12, 
21 “ 18, 
22 ‘cs 24, 
23 Seg eg 
24 Aug. 14, 
25 a | 
26 ¢ .28, 
27 Sept. 2, 
28 66 3, 
29 Lavell. F 
30 eG; 
31 ‘6 ‘6 
32 ry 
33 Laer 
34 co’ "16, 
35 LE 
36 se 24, 
37 Getcrl, 
38 Wi”. Ge 
39 Ae 
40 «65.535, 
41 Nov. 2, 
42 so 14, 
43 ss 24, 
44 ss 28, 
45 Dec. 3, 
46 COG 
47 6“ 6 
48 seh 20; 
49 “26, 


Names. 


Noel Barrell, . 
Mary Whaland, 
Alvin Shaw, 

Marie Jenness, 
Infant, 

Charles Drake. 
George D. Bryant, 
Betsey Hahn, 

Sally Osborne, 
Ellen Norris,. . 
Daniel Perkins, 
Nathan T. Snell, 
George Douglass, 
Moses Bates, ,_ . 
Levi Washburn, . 
Eunice Lincoln, . 
Infant, , 

Ellis C. Holmes, 
Emma G. Parish, 
Walter H. Bowles, . 
Eliza Chemberlain, . 
Michael O. Bullard, 
William B. Reene, . 
Harriet Bourse, . 
Edwin Lincoln, . 
OIA, shi. 

Elisha Phillips, 
Horace A. Johnson, 
Elmira Wright, 
John Ford, 

Anna B. Renna, . 


Lorams 8. Hathaway, 
Andrew P. Ramsdell, 


Charlotte A. Young, 
Abigail Lincoln, . 
Infant, ° 
Lucy D. Wade, 
William Wright, 
Mary Annis, . 
Martha Morse, 
Joseph Bosworth, 
Lucia Dickerman, 
Lydia Jenkins, 
Peter Keating, ; 
liza C. Washburn, 
Ormida Reed, 

Mary Nash, 

Edward Tilly, 


Thomas Roach, 


Age. 


Years. |Months. 


10 


Days. 


Cont 


10 


BIRTHS.—The number of Births recorded in East Bridgewater, during the year 


1859, is ninety-three. 


B. W. HARRIS, Town Crerk. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE OF EAST BRIDGEWATER, 


FOR THE YEAR 1859--60. 


THE Superintending School Committee, as required by the 
Statutes of this Commonwealth, present the following as a “ de- 
tailed report” of the several District Schools of this town, for the 
past year. 

The Committee was organized by the choice of Baalis Sanford, 
Chairman, and Benjamin W. Harris, Secretary. 

The Committee have much pleasure in stating that, in the Dis- 
tricts No. 1, No. 8, and No. 9, the past year has been one of 
important change and progress, by their becoming united in one 
large district containing more than one-third of the school children 
in town. A spacious and commodious school-house is in process 
of erection, in a position central, retired, and yet easy of access,— 
elevated, healthful, commanding a pleasant and extensive view of 
surrounding scenery, and seeming to have been designated by 
nature, as well as common consent, for such an edifice. The 
building is 50 feet long by 38 feet wide, and two stories high ; 
and, if the design and model are fully carried out—as the well 
known competency of the architect gives ground to anticipate—will 
be constructed in the most substantial manner,—the exterior pre- 
senting a noble specimen of architectural beauty, and the interior 
arranged with rooms finished and furnished in the most approved 
style, for the accommodation of more than a hundred pupils. This 
elegant structure is expected soon to be completed, and will 
doubtless reflect the highest honors on the community to whose 
intelligence and liberality it owes its origin. 

As no change either in the number of scholars or school-money 
pertaining to the three schools above-named, has as yet been made, 


they have been kept, and will be here ape ted, according to the 
plan of former years. 

The schools were severally assigned for special supervision, to 
the following persons, viz. : 


Nos. 2, 9, 10, 3, Grammar and Primary, to B. Sanrorp. 
BED) Sy ay $6 P. B. Witcox. 
Ba 6s 66 B. W. Harris. 


‘This arrangement was followed during the year, except that No. 
6, for the Winter Term, was under the care of B. Sanford, and, for 
the same term, B. W. Harris was the special visitant of No. 10. 

The condition of the schools is presented in the following specific 
reports. 


FIRST DISTRICT.—Cenrre., 


This School has been, during the entire year, under the instruc- 
tion of Miss Lizzie B. Christian, of Bridgewater. Although the 
elements of which this school is composed, forbid its taking a high 
rank in the scale of excellence as compared with the other schools 
in town, yet your committee are happy to be able to say, that under 
the efficient management of Miss Christian, it has, during the past 
year, made very marked progress toward that high position, which 
the Centre School ought justly to hold. 

In the personal deportment of the pupils, a very noticeable 
improvement has been attained, attributable to the fact that they 
have had constantly before them, as exemplified in their teacher, in 
speech and action, such excellent models as could not fail of being 
reflected in their own conduct. She also seemed to possess for 
every child under her charge a real affection, which she so mani- 
fested to them, as to win from them a prompt, cheerful and affec- 
tionate obedience to her wishes. Hence, while the government of 
the school was gracefully mild and gentle, it was yet firm and 
effective, and general good order prevailed. 

In all the branches taught in the school, the committee have 
perceived the unmistakable evidences of thorough and _ patient 
illustration and instruction. ‘The attendance has been more uniform 
and punctual than at some former periods, and so far as we can 
judge, there has been a kind co-operation of effort on the part of 
parents, which is of cheerful promise for the future. 

On account of the illness of the teacher, which we regret both 


i) 


as a misfortune to herself and to the school, the Winter ‘l'’erm 
closed suddenly, and two weeks earlier than was intended, and 
without a closing examination. 


SECOND DISTRICT.—Bracx Brook. 


This School, in the Summer Term, was intrusted to the care of 
Miss Emily Copeland. She was faithful, exact, and persevering 
in her efforts, and the result evinced a good degree of success. 
Her school was uniformly quiet and orderly, showed much interest 
in their studies, and respect for their teacher, and consequently, as 
a whole, made very creditable improvement. 

The Winter Term commenced under the charge of the same 
teacher, and continued six weeks, with the same pleasing features 
and promising indications of success, when its course was unhappily 
interrupted by the sudden appearance in the district, of a contagious 
disease. After a period of suspension, it was re-opened and taught 
two weeks longer, but with only half the usual number of pupils 
in attendance ; and fears again arising from a repetition of the 
cause referred to, and the teacher also being ill, an adjournment of 
the school for the winter, however much to be regretted, seemed 
the most judicious course. 

In passing, we wish to say a word to the citizens of this district, 
in respect to a defect in their school-house arrangements, which 
appears in the absence of any suitable shelter for fuel. The use 
of wood saturated with the rains, and covered with the snows of 
winter, must necessarily be some drawback on the time, patience, 
and comfort of the school. Besides, considering the high price 
which wood in this town still commands, to keep its combustible 
qualities in the state best fitted to impart their greatest benefits, is 
demanded on the score of economy. 


THIRD DISTRICT.—Braver. 


The Primary Department, Summer and Winter Terms, was 
taught by Miss Lovina K. Lyon; whole number attending school, 
each Term, 45, and the average attendance, 28. 

There was evidence of a desire, on her part, to do all in her 
power for the instruction and proper management of the school. 
The children appeared generally to manifest a good degree of 
attention to the rules of order, and of interest in their primary but 
very important studies. And the examination at the close of each 
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Term, showed some remarkable cases of improvement, especially in 
the lowest classes ; in many, a want of distinct and animated utter- 
ance in recitation, but in all, perhaps, commendable progress. 

If the school, as a whole, did not come up to that point of 
acquisition which might justly be expected from it, the deficiency 
is, in a large measure, to be attributed to the irregularity of attend- 
ance ; the average being less than two-thirds. The natural effect of 
such irregular attendance during each ‘Term, must have been not 
only seriously to put back in study, the numerous absentees, but to 
embarrass and impede the pupils that were present—and thus 
defeat, to a sad extent, the efforts of any teacher. 

The Upper, or Grammar School, was commenced in the Sum- 
mer Term, under the superintendence of Miss Laura G. Willis. 
From the examination which she sustained, and the testimonial of 
scholarship which she presented, flattering anticipations of her 
success were entertained. Her literary qualifications were fully 
sufficient for the charge, but from want of good health, or energy, 
she did not maintain that order which is indispensable to success, 
even in the smallest school. At the end of five weeks and three 
days, on consultation with the committee, she resigned her office. 

Without loss of time, the committee were fortunate in engaging 
Miss Adeline Harris to take the place thus vacated. She happily 
illustrated the power of first impressions, and the value of a good 
beginning, as having an important bearing on a teacher’s future 
success. Fallen order gradually rose, in fair aspects, under her 
prompt and judicious management. ‘The pupils generally became 
more industrious. And though their advancement was not equal 
to their privileges, yet their appearance at the last examination, 
reflected much credit on the nineteen present, and on the teacher, 
for her fidelity and perseverance. ‘The school continued under her 
tuition, six weeks and two days. During the last week, several 
left the school, for reasons unknown to the committee. 

For the Winter Term of the Grammar School, the committee 
were happy in being able to secure the services of Miss Elizabeth 
W. Deanes, long and well known as a teacher of experience and 
distinguished ability. Her fidelity and skill were found, at the 
monthly visits, wholly accordant with her established reputation, 
and expressive of her superior qualification for teaching a school of — 
this grade. Without much apparent effort, there was every thing 
in respect to order that could be desired. ‘The mode of instruction 
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was thorough, critical, illustrative ; and the administration of disci- 
pline judicious, affectionate, effective. 

The exercises of the school, at its close, evinced, with the ex- 
ception of a want in some, of clear and distinct articulation, a 
degree of studiousness, interest, and proficiency, in the performers, 
highly creditable to them, and to the teacher. 


FOURTH DISTRICT.—Joppa. 


This School, for both Summer and Winter Terms, a period of 
eight and a quarter months, was intrusted to the care of Miss 
Garrie B. Howard, as Principal. She has devoted herself to her 
duties with great earnestness and well-directed efforts ; and ina 
manner adapted to interest and exercise the minds of her pupils. 
There appeared a good understanding between teacher, parents, 
and scholars, and much good fruit resulting from her labors, in the 
general order and improvement of the school. 

The Assistant, Miss Kate M. Noyes, has bestowed efficient aid, 
and the classes under her particular instruction, appeared with 
much credit. It was gratifying to your committee to see many of 
the parents and friends of the children at the closing examination. 


FIFTH DISTRICT.—Norruvituxe. 


This School, in the Summer Term, was under the care of Miss 
Carrie F. Cutter. Though it was her first school, she evinced 
qualities for her vocation which were in a good degree successful 
in gaining the respect and love of her scholars, and thus easily 
securing a regard to order. Her school, in this important respect, 
always appeared well. It is believed also, that commendable 
progress was made in the various studies pursued. 

The school in its Winter Term was taught by Mr. Lewis E. 
Noyes. ‘Though we have no report of this school from its special 
visitor, Rev. P. B. Wilcox, who has left the town, yet the writer 
has learned from various sources that Mr. Noyes did exceedingly 
well, both in teaching and governing. His excellencies secured 
unusually good attendance, interest in studies, and desire to excel, 
on the part of his scholars. It was much regretted that his illness 
prevented an examination at the close of the school. 


SIXTH DISTRICT.—Sartucxer. 
The Summer Term was taught by Miss Laura C. Sherman, with 
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good success. At all the visits of the special visitant, excellent 
order prevailed, which seemed to be attained by no apparent effort 
at government, but rather from an affectionate mental control of the 
pupils, which the teacher had acquired imperceptibly to the chil- 
dren themselves. ‘The recitations showed that study had been well 
directed, and that instruction not contained in the text-books had 
been freely imparted. All classes seemed to have had their proper 
proportion of the teacher’s attention; none were neglected, while 
others were especially favored, as is too frequently the case in mixed 

schools like this. | 

The committee are happy to bear testimony to the faithfulness, 
zeal, and intelligence of Miss Sherman, and to congratulate the 
district on the improved condition of the school under her manage- 
ment. 

The Winter Term was under the charge of the same teacher, 
and continued fourteen weeks with like success. She evidently 
won at the beginning of the first term, and continued to maintain 
to the end of the second, the respect and esteem of her pupils. 
As a consequence, the government was easy, the order excellent, 
and the progress steady, throughout both terms, a period of seven 
and a half months. The examination was good in almost every 
particular. 


SEVENTH DISTRICT.—Wesvr Crook. 


This School was taught in Summer by Miss Mary E. Bates, and 
in Winter by Mr. William B. Hall. The special visitor, Rev. P. 
B. Wilcox, to whose supervision it was assigned for the year, is 
absent, and has left no report of it. But it is understood that Miss 
Bates labored faithfully and earnestly for the pupils, with generally 
gratifying results; and that the energy and devotedness of Mr: 
Hall made his services useful and acceptable to the scholars and 
their parents. 


EIGHTH DISTRICT.—Forex Ponp. 


The Summer Term of this School was intrusted to Miss Susan 
H. Chnistian ; and the high expectations of success which the 
committee entertained at the commencement of the term were 
fully realized. With a school of 73 scholars, crowded into a house 
quite too small to decently accommodate so large a number, and 
comprising all ages, of all degrees of advancement, Miss Christian 
entered upon her arduous undertaking, with a zeal which never 
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abated, to the end, and devoted herself to her duty with a degree 
of patience and fidelity quite remarkable. 

The order was good—as good as we think it could well be, 
under all the adverse circumstances which we have named—and 
‘the general deportment of the pupils illustrated the power and 
presence of good example. The instruction was thorough and 
accurate, and each department of instruction appeared to have 
received a just proportion of the teacker’s labor and attention. 
Good proficiency was made in all the various branches taught, and 
we do not think any study was suffered to languish, or any class of 
pupils neglected, to make way for more agreeable employment in 
other departments. 

The committee hope Miss Christian may find it agreeable to ~ 
herself to accept this or some other school in town the coming 
year. 

The Winter Term, under Mr. Lewis E. Noyes, is not yet closed ; 
but the committee are happy to state that, under the experienced 
instruction of Mr. Noyes, great progress is being made, and good 
order prevails, which give promise of an excellent examination, as 
the result of a well-spent term. 


NINTH DISTRICT. 


This School, in Summer, was committed to the charge of Miss 
Emma Barstow. At the first visit of the committee, the order 
was not all that could be desired ; at the second, it had somewhat 
improved. The manner of teaching was suggestive, and adapted 
to awaken interest and thought in relation to many subjects con- 
nected with practical life, as well as to the lessons in the text- 
book. 

The improvement in nearly all the branches was fair and respect- 
able, though some of the classes appeared much better than others. 
In penmanship there were specimens of considerable progress. 
The examination in arithmetic and grammar evinced a good degree 
of excellence. The reading appeared in general to advantage, 
while there were some cases of peculiar correctness. 

This was happily the last school in the old school-house as it 
then existed. It was afterward relieved of some of its outside 
uncouth appendages, enlarged by the addition of a convenient 
entry and attic, and its interior rendered attractive for the teacher 


and pupils who should occupy it, by the provision of a table, 
4 
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chairs, and desks, of the latest and best style. This house is 
designed for one of the Primary Schools of the new District No, 
1, when its school edifice is finished, and will accommodate about 
sixty scholars. 

With this additional advantage of a newly-furnished school-room, 
the Winter Term was given in charge to Miss Lucy J. Hayden, a 
lady of experience and professional training. ‘This being as yet 
(but we trust for the last time) a mixed and large school, consisting 
of pupils of different ages, capacities, and temperaments, it requires 
a multiplicity of exercises and modes of discipline, and presents a 
test to the power and patience of any teacher. ‘The school has 
entered the fifteenth week of its term, and has not yet closed. 
Miss Hayden has thus far performed her daily tasks with prompt- 
ness, fidelity, accuracy, and the force of ,excellent example, result- 
ing in general good order and increasing proficiency on the part of 
the pupils. The present appearance gives promise of an excellent 
examination. 


TENTH DISTRICT.—Simeon Curtis. 


The School in this district was in Summer placed under the in- 
struction of Miss Harriet A. Keith; whole number attending, 36, 
and the average attendance, 28. She was very industrious, and 
desirous to improve and benefit her scholars. And although she 
could not inspire them with that high regard to order, and love of 
study, which are essential to the greatest success, yet it is the 
opinion of the visiting committee, that, on the whole, the school 
was progressive; and at the close deserved commendation in 
respect to recitations, deportment, and improvement. 

For the Winter Term, the committee had engaged a young man 
of Normal School training, under the belief that they had acted 
for the interest of the district. But the inhabitants of the district, 
acting doubtless under a sense of duty, and for what they deemed 
their best educational interest, met in school meeting, and voted 
‘‘to close the school-house against a public school, unless the dis- 
trict have some voice in selecting a teacher ”—adding to the vote 
for that purpose terms and conditions which they probably looked 
upon, at the time, as models of courtesy and politeness, and which 
your committee do not fail to understand and fully appreciate. 
This vote was sent by the clerk of the district to your committee ; 
and were it not for wounding the feelings of some gentlemen of 
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the district who had no participation in the matter, and who are 
understood to have deprecated the movement, we should lay it 
before the town as a practical illustration of the great need of the 
services of an efficient “schoolmaster” in this region, at least 
among the ‘ older children,” and one skilled in governing. 

The committee, not desiring any conflict with the inhabitants 
of the district, and looking to the interests of the pupils, suf- 
fered the leaders of this revolutionary movement to have another 
teacher. Upon the recommendation of several persons in the 
district, Mr. J. Horace Soule was engaged to teach the school, 
who performed his duty with fidelity and with fair success. In 
some respects, his examination (which took place on a very stormy 
and inclement day, when only nine scholars were present) showed 
evidences of much training. In reading and arithmetic, especial 
pains had been taken, and the progress was quite marked. On the . 
whole, we think Mr. Soule entitled to the thanks of the committee 
for the manner in which he discharged his duty. 

The teacher who was first engaged found his advantage in the 
unfounded, and, as your committee think, unreasonable hostility 
towards him, which was manifested in the vote above referred to, 
as he was employed in one of the best schools in North Bridge- 
water, at much more remunerative wages, and for a much longer 
period, where he has met with marked success, in a community 
nearly, if not equally as discriminating and intelligent as that por- 
tion of the inhabitants of District No. 10, who voted him unworthy 
to instruct their children. 

The special visitant of this school for the Winter Term makes 
himself personally responsible for this report of it. 


GENERAL REPORT. 


In thus presenting to our fellow-citizens an outline of the char- 
acter and condition of the eleven Public Schools we have had the 
honor to superintend the past year, we are happy to witness so 
much ground for the conclusion that, as a whole, they have at 
least equaled, if not surpassed, the excellence of former years. The 
duty of selecting and appointing, as well as examining and approv- 
ing teachers, having been intrusted by you to your committee at 
the commencement of the year, even in anticipation of the action 
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of the legislative statute, they have endeavored to fulfill it without 
partiality or prejudice ; and to attend to the other duties of super- 
vision assigned them, with that fidelity which justice to their other 
official relations would permit. 

As good teachers are generally engaged at an early day, much 
care was exercised in making applications to persons of known 
ability—and in selecting from applicants who presented themselves 
such individuals as, under all the circumstances, were judged best 
adapted to take charge of the particular schools to which they were 
severally assigned. ‘Thirteen female teachers were employed in 
the Summer schools, including one assistant. Of this number, six 
were continued in the Winter schools, and in the same that they 
taught in Summer. One was invited to continue her very accept- 
able services in the Winter ‘Term, but declined. Only three male 
teachers were employed in Winter. One of these, of superior 
reputation for experience and success, could be obtained only on 
condition that he could have two schools. ‘The condition was, in 
this case, complied with. But the plan we find does not work the 
most favorably—making the time of the beginning and the close of 
different schools very unequal—and we recommend its discontin- 
uance. One other gentleman, an excellent teacher, was engaged 
for a large school, but was prevented by illness from meeting the 
engagement, and a lady was appointed to supply his place. 

Most of the teachers were able to awaken and maintain through 
the Term a general and commendable interest in study, and cheer- 
ful regard for order, which resulted in very manifest improvement ; 
while some few, though they labored in their daily work with 
perhaps equal fidelity, yet, on account of circumstances which they 
did not create or expect, and could not control, did not reach the 
same high success. ; 

When we compare our schools of the present year with what 
they were a dozen years ago, we see much evidence of improve- 
ment. Andif we extend this comparison to a date considerably 
anterior to that, but distinctly within the recollection of, at least, 
one of your committee, the marks of progress are still more nume- 
rous and decided. Neat and commodious school-houses have, in 
nearly every district, taken the place of the unsightly and ill- 
furnished structures which then existed, and poorly deserved the 
name they bore. Public sentiment has been growing more intelli- 
gent, and more intense. With increasing and commendable lib- 
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erality the town has made provision for its schools. And the 
beneficial results of this expenditure, have been incalculably great. 
But after all that has been so advantageously accomplished, there is 
still an urgent demand for strenuous and persevering efforts, that 
the usefulness and efficiency of the schools may not only be con- 
tinued, but increased and more widely extended. 

A few particulars wherein such improvement might be secured, 
your committee venture to suggest. 


Grading System to be advanced. 


This system is fundamental to the best degree of prosperity in 
our schools. Every one who visits the school-room must be con- 
vinced that it is an incalculable disadvantage to have scholars of all 
ages and sizes, and every variety of acquisition, crowded together 
in the same school. In this case, a school of 60 or 70 scholars 
will contain—as some of our schools of this character actually do— 
more than 30 classes, requiring the teacher to instruct in all the 
long series of studies, from the Primer up to Grammar, Physiology 
and Algebra. His time being thus minutely divided, in order to 
give each class its due share, his labor must be bestowed at great 
disadvantage, and it cannot be expected that he will accomplish 
much. If he does, his power is wonderful indeed. 

The effectual and only remedy for this evil, is the establishment 
of different grades—or collecting the pupils of about the same 
average attainments.into the same school. This would greatly 
diminish the number of classes, and in the same proportion increase 
the time which the teacher could devote to each, and the efficiency 
of his efforts for its advancement. 

This plan has repeatedly been presented to your candid and 
intelligent consideration in former Reports, and every year does 
but confirm the conviction of your committee, that it is essential to 
the best good of the schools, in every district that will admit of its 
adoption. And we are happy to see that it is becoming more 
widely appreciated. A laudable beginning and progress have 
been already made. And we indulge the fond hope that the sys- 
tem will yet be carried out to its consummation. 

The plan is simply this. Let the pupils in the first elements of 
learning, form one grade, called a Primary School. Let those 
scholars still further advanced, where there is a sufficient number 
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to require it, form another grade, called the Intermediate School. 
Those in this school who have attained a certain standard, should 
form another grade called a Grammar School, which should be 
established in Districts, where the population is sufficiently dense 
to admit of it. And finally, those in this school who have made 
such progress in study as to need a higher school, should form a 
public High School, under the charge of an able and accomplished 
teacher, qualified to instruct in classical studies, to fit young men 
to enter college, and young ladies and gentlemen to take charge 
of our District Schools, and other important stations in business. 

This is the head of the grading system in Public Schools, with- 
out which its proper symmetry, beauty and benefits, cannot be 
fully unfolded. 

This plan, when fairly carried into operation, would not cost 
more than does the working of the old system. And it would 
compensate for the additional expense more than a hundred fold, 
in the longer and better schooling which it would furnish to all 
the children. All the Primary and Intermediate Schools being 
taught by females, as they may be, with undoubted propriety and 
profit, there would be a considerable saving of expense—as the 
wages of male teachers exceed those of females by at least twenty — 
dollars a month. ‘The amount thus saved would go far to meet the 
_ wages of a competent High School teacher. 

Above the schools of the lower grades, then, for the perfecting 
of the system, should be one High School, established by, and for 
the benefit of, the whole town. The building for it should be 
central, free and accessible to all. It need not be very expensive, 
and might be located so that hardly any scholar in town would 
have to walk more than two miles. And so much of a daily walk 
could not be injurious to either physical or mental vigor. While 
the great majority would be within a shorter distance. And if, 
with an outlay of a few hundred dollars more than we now ex- 
‘pend, we can have a permanent system of graded schools, that will 
give to every child, rich and poor, in the whole town, free access to 
the means of a good education; the plan, we think, strongly com- 
mends itself to practical and general regard. 

Though we have a private Academy, of long and honorable 
standing, conducted by able and classical teachers, yet but few 
comparatively, through inadequacy of means, are able to receive its 
annual benefits. And the town does not meet the wants of the 
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people, without making the advantages of a free public education 
equal to those furnished by private seminaries. But if we cannot 
have the whole of a good thing, let us secure as much of it as 
possible. : 

The committee decidedly recommend to District No. 4,—the 
largest single District in town,—to divide their numerous school 
into two distinct grades, a Primary School, and a Grammar School, 
having different apartments and each its appropriate teacher. 
Their present school-house is, perhaps, sufficiently large to accom- 
modate both schools; and a partition extending through it, would 
be much better than the existing arrangement. 

This may do for the present. Still we think the educational 
interests of the District, now numbering one hundred and thirty- 
three children, and annually increasing, will shortly demand larger 
accommodations and of a style corresponding with its wealth and 
intelligence. 

The’ same principle of gradation and classification we are anxious 
to apply, as fast and as far as practicable, in all the schools in town. 


Efficient Teaching. 


Whatever else may be done for schools, it will still remain true 
that their character is essentially determined by that of their teach- 
ers. If all careful observation renders this undeniable, the work 
of instruction is one of no ordinary importance. ‘There is no 
office,” said Dr. Channing, ‘higher than that of a teacher of youth, 
for there is nothing on earth so precious as the mind, soul and 
character of the child. No office should be regarded with greater 
respect. ‘The first minds in a community should be encouraged 
to assume it.” Yet its difficulties and responsibilities are commen- 
surate with its dignity and magnitude. It requires that the teach- 
er’s own mind, by a long course of active study, be well furnished 
with knowledge, and also be trained to the exercise of skill in im- 
parting that knowledge to others—the facility of simplifying and 
illustrating the various studies claiming the attention of his schol- 
ars; so that they will not only learn the words, and remember the 
dry rules of the text-book, but perceive and understand the princi- 
ples on which these rules are based, and be able to apply them to 
the great problems and business transactions of life. The teachers 
should, by enlarged views of education, and a careful study of 
human nature, be able to find and touch its hidden springs, to 
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arouse the dull and indolent, to inspire the indifferent with a de- 
sire for knowledge, to subdue the turbulent, and infuse into all a 
love of order, and an affectionate confidence in their teacher. 

He needs, then, high moral, as well as intellectual culture ; and 
should engage in his vocation, not as a temporary expedient for 
‘replenishing a scanty purse,” or multiplying his amusements— 
but with that enthusiasm for the work which is directed by pru- 
dence and much earnest preparation, and with that daily diligence 
and labor which result from a high sense of responsibility to God 
and to posterity. 

Allthis is applicable, in a high degree, even to the teacher of the 
Primary school. And it is a sad mistake to suppose, that for its 
suitable instruction not much qualification is required. Very much 
depends on a good beginning. As the instruction first received is 
the most enduring, it is all important that it be of the right kind, 
and given in the right manner. ‘Thus it will “teach the young 
idea how to shoot,” and mould characters into forms of moral 
beauty and usefulness. But the mistakes, the carelessness, the 
ungenteel or incorrect conduct of an incompetent teacher, may 
create in the young pupils a disgust for the school-room and its 
duties which no subsequent efforts can remove, and thus sadly 
affect their whole future life. 


“The dew-drop on the infant plant, & 
May warp the giant oak forever.” 


In view of the fact that the lessons, scenes, and hymns which 
exert their influence during the first six or eight years of existence, 
make more lasting impressions than those of any subsequent period 
of life, a distinguished statesman once said, “Let me make the 
songs for the youth, and I care not who make the laws.” With 
far more truth may the competent teacher say, ‘* Let me have the 
control of the young during the first six years of their school-life, 
and I care not who have their subsequent management.” 

In view of this standard of teaching—and who can say it is not 
true and just—your committee feel that the selection of teachers is 
a difficult and responsible trust. And the moreso, as so many 
young persons are looking forward to the employment of teaching 
in our public schools, who have not been specially educated for the 
work. ‘The task of selection and compensation will be much more 
pleasant, when all the candidates for teaching shall have prepared 
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themselves, by a thorough course of professional training,—such as 
is furnished, for instance, by the State Normal Schools,—added to 
a personal inspection of common schools, conducted by the most 
able and accomplished teachers. 


Prompt and Uniform Attendance. 


Your committee, from much personal inspection, have been led 
to the belief, that no small evil among scholars is the want of 
punctual and regular attendance at the schools. The Registers 
indicate that the absences and tardiness amount to at least 25 per 
cent. of the whole attendance. 

No school can prosper, or make any good progress, without 
being systematic in its operations, both in respect to discipline, and 
the studies and recitations of each of its classes. So far as lateness 
or irregularity of attendance obtains, it interferes with the order of 
school exercises, and prevents the good results from them, which 
might otherwise be expected. 

The teacher must be at his post, and begin his school precisely 
at the hour, even though half his scholars should be absent. Now 
for tardy children to be coming in for the next half hour, must 
divert the attention of those present from their studies, disturb the 
stillness and order of the school-room, and increase the difficulties 
of the teacher. But the greatest injury is inflicted upon the char- 
acter of the delinquent children themselves. ‘The practice of tar- 
diness at school will produce a habit of slackness and dilatoriness 
in other duties, which will be very apt to follow them through 
life, and make them “ half an hour too late in every thing.” 

So if a scholar is irregular in his attendance, he loses his stand- 
ing in his class, by losing the lessons recited in his absence, and 
will require more of the teacher’s time, and that of the rest of the 
class, when he returns to it. Besides, this irregularity of attend- 
ance at school will be likely, if persisted in, to form a distinguish- 
ing trait of character, the effects of which will be sadly manifest in 
the important business of subsequent life. 

We believe that the correction of these evils lies principally in 
the hands of parents; that this loss of one-fourth of the money 
and time provided for our Public Schools might mostly have been 
avoided, if parents had been sufficiently interested and careful to 
secure the proper attendance of their children. Such attendance 
can never be secured, unless parents impress the child with the 
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belief that they themselves consider his daily opportunities for 
schooling of great price. But this they can never do, if, for a 
trifling reason, or without urgent necessity, they allow him to be 
inconstant or late in his attendance at school. 


Home Influence and Sympathy for Teachers. 


The work of the Common School teacher is not less arduous 
and trying than it is elevated and important. Having to deal with 
as many different dispositions, capacities, and grades of character as 
he has scholars, and to train them all to habits of study and order, 
his powers of patience, self-control, and persevering effort, are often 
tried to the utmost. 3 

The expression toward him of sympathy, encouragement, and co- 
operation from the parents of his pupils, has peculiar value. ‘To 
make annual and liberal appropriation of funds for procuring the 
services of competent teachers, though indispensably important, is 
not sufficient. The best teacher will fall far short of what he 
designed, without the expressed interest and approbation of parents ; 
especially, if they complain of his doings in the hearing of their 
children. Our schools have always been the most prosperous and 
progressive, when good feeling has been manifested by their 
patrons toward the teacher; and the pupils have received that 
training and control at home, which have rendered little time and 
effort necessary for their management at school. 

In fine, we suggest the necessity of combined efforts for the 
advancement of our schools. No individuals or committees alone 
are adequate. As the Common Schools, under the blessing of Provi- 
dence, are indispensable to the prosperity of all our public, social 
and individual interests, all the citizens are alike concerned in their 
welfare. All should, in their respective places, unite their utmost 
efforts for their advancement. In such a cause, mere local and 
partisan ends should be forgotten, and every one be roused to do 
what he can for the highest improvement of our school-system, 
that the great and unspeakable benefits of public education and 
virtue may be extended to all in the whole community, and trans- 
mitted, as an invaluable legacy, to future generations. 


BAALIS SANFORD, 
B. W. HARRIS, | 
School Committee of East Bridgewater. 
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Tur Committee respectfully and cordially commend to the can- 
did and attentive consideration of their fellow-townsmen, the sub- 
joined extract from the Report of the Secretary of the Board of 
Education which has just been published, and relates to the expe- 
diency of abolishing the district system. ‘The extract is as follows: 


The laws of 1859, abolishing the district system and transferring the duty 
of selecting teachers from the prudential to the superintending committees, 
having been repealed by the same legislature, at its autumn session, there 
has been but little opportunity for testing the new system. The history of 
the proceedings of the legislature of 1859, furnishes abundant evidence of a 
desire to promote the interests of learning, and the passage of the measures 
in question was in harmony with that desire. 

When the committee on education were considering the expediency of 
abolishing the district system, I expressed the opinion that the people were 
not prepared to accept the change without serious opposition in some coun- 
ties. I was myself unwilling to make an educational measure the subject of 
public controversy in the State, and much more unwilling to connect our 
educational policy, as a Commonwealth, with the fortunes of any political 
party. Under these circumstances, I could not advise the passage of the 
law, yet I did not for a moment doubt the patriotic and laudable purposes of 
the committee, or the real wisdom of the change contemplated, if the people 
were prepared to accept it. And Iam now constrained to declare, as the 
result of extensive correspondence and interchange of sentiment with the 
people of the Stdte, that their attachment to the district system is not as 
strong as I formerly supposed, and that a large majority are prepared to 
accept its unqualified abolition. It may not, however, be wise to legislate 
upon the subject immediately ; but I deem this a fit occasion to invite the 
inhabitants of the towns, where districts still exist, to take the matter into 
their own hands and reconstruct their school system upon a basis which will 
admit of economy, progress, and efficiency. I entered upon the duties of the 
office I now hold with some faith in the district system; my observation 
and experience have destroyed that faith entirely. It is a system admirably 
calculated to secure poor schools, incompetent teachers, consequent waste of 
public money, and yet neither committees, nor districts, nor towns be respon- 
sible therefor. | 

It is unquestionably true that the best schools are found where the district 
system does not exist; and the charge, in a few instances made or suggested, 
that there has been no improvement for twenty-five years, is limited in its 
origin and in its truthful application to those towns which are divided into 
districts. Whenever a town has established the municipal system, and 
adhered to it for two years, there has never, within my knowledge, been a 
serious effort in favor of the restoration of the district system. These facts 
are so encouraging and so conclusive that they ought, without argument, to 
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convince the most skeptical. The great object of the people is the estab- 
lishment of good schools at the least cost, and they have no interest in the 
district system when it fails to secure these ends. 

Practically, the district system denies the value of experience. Each year 
sees a new prudential committee man, and each term anew teacher. The 
experience of a year is rendered valueless by the election of a new com- 
mittee; and the teacher labors for a single term, commencing without a 
knowledge of what the pupils have previously accomplished, and ending 
without an interest in their future. 

Under these circumstances, it is not strange that district schools are kept, 
term after term, and year after year, without an appreciable increase of 

ower. 

: The quality of the school depends upon the character of the teacher; and 
the character of the teacher depends upon accident, or the caprice, prejudices, 
or convenience of the committee-man. Each teacher brings into the school 
his own ideas of teaching, and after two, three, or four months, he goes 
away and his place is taken by a stranger, who introduces new methods, 
without the judgment of any body concerning their relative value. The 
successive terms of school in the same district have not, usually, any personal 
or educational connection with each other. Each term is an experiment 
which proves nothing but its own failure or comparative success; and it 
does not even furnish, either in its failure or its success, a basis .for future 
operations. 

The district itself is a questionable organization. More frequently than 
otherwise it has no legal existence; and whenever a vote authorizing the 
levy of a tax is resisted, the courts usually find it difficult to sustain the 
proceedings of the district. 

There are in the cities and towns of Massachusetts three distinct school 
systems. First, the municipal system. Where this exists the towns erect 
and support the school-houses, and confide to the superintending committees 
the selection of teachers. 

This system exists in eighty or a hundred cities and towns, which together 
probably contain more than one-half of the population of the State, and, in 
the character of their schools, they are far in advance of the rest of the 
Commonwealth. 

In the second class, about fifty in number, the towns erect and support the 
school-houses, but the territory is divided into districts, and the power to 
select teachers is confided to prudential committees. 

The third class comprises those towns whose territory is divided into 
districts, and in which each district is charged with the duty of selecting its 
teachers and providing a school-house. 

In most towns where this system exists the districts are too numerous, the 
school-houses are poor and inconvenient, and the number of pupils is insuffi- 
cient to constitute a good school. Districts containing less than twelve 
pupils each, may be enumerated by the hundred. It is quite likely that in 
the sparsely peopled sections of the State, a necessity for small districts 
occasionally exists; but it is a manifest public right to require pupils to 
travel from one to two miles to school, according to circumstances, rather 
than incur the expense of sustaining small, and, of course, poor schools. 
Moreover, the interest of the family is the same. A good school, even 
though the distance be considerable, is infinitely more important than the 
immediate neighborhood of a poor school. These small districts are tena- 
cious of existence, and the only means by which they can be destroyed is for 
the towns to assume exclusive jurisdiction, including the burden of the 
houses, and then, from time to time, as occasions arise, pass judgment upon 
the expediency of continuing schools for the accommodation of a small num- 
ber of persons who may often enjoy better educational advantages elsewhere. 
And in behalf of weak districts, whose pecuniary means are inadequate to 


23 


the erection of suitable school-houses, I appeal to the towns and ask them 
to re-assume a burden which they ought never to have thrown off. To the 
town the erection of a school-house is usually a small matter; to a weak 
district it is often a burden far greater than all its other public contributions 
combined. 

The district system is an obstacle to the establishment of graded schools. 
There are many villages, in towns where the district system exists, that are 
divided into districts, which, if united, would furnish pupils for a school of 
two, three, or four departments. In all these cases there is great waste of 
money and of teaching force. The object of our school system is to get a 
competent teacher into every school; but the district and the prudential 
committee systems are the best security which the public can take, that that 
object shall never be attained. Admit that all the inhabitants of a district 
are disposed to do what is right and proper, and what are the chances of 
success? Rotation in office is the law of their public action. This is often 
a necessity. Each citizen feels the burden of the duties, and he therefore 
claims that others shall bear their share. Often there is a public sentiment 
which at once demands for, and concedes to, every man, the right to hold 
the office in turn. In either case, the one all essential requisite of experi- 
ence is wanting. And though the prudential committee may be a good 
citizen, a good farmer, a good mechanic, or a professional man in regular 
standing, he yet lacks knowledge of the business which he is to transact. 
His acquaintance with teachers also is limited; and he finds, moreover, that 
the tewns in which the prudential system does not exist, having always a 
committee competent to make contracts for a year in advance, have secured 
the services of the most competent persons. Thus, by the unnecessary 
multiplication of districts and schools in the sparsely peopled towns, the 
small number of pupils in each school, the lack of experience in prudential 
committees, and, on the other hand, the existence of superior schools, the 
_ payment of higher wages, the larger experience of committees where the 
municipal system exists, there has arisen a difference between the towns of 
the Commonwealth which admits of no other explanation than that suggested 
in this Report. Nor ought the statement of the fact to be omitted, that the 
course pursued occasionally, where the district system exists, is open to the 
gravest objections. District meetings are not generally attended by even a 
majority of the voters. It therefore happens that it is possible for a minority 
to elect the officers and control the policy of the district. Hence it is true 
of nearly every town, that once at least in its history, the organization of a 
district has been seized by a small number of men who entertained schemes 
inconsistent with the welfare of the schools. Assembled by concert, in the 
shades of evening, in a dimly lighted house, they have proceeded, without 
serious opposition, to consummate their schemes; and a prudential com- 
mittee, in their interest, has been ‘elected, who at once makes a contract 
with a relative, friend, or favorite, without regard to the intellectual or moral 
welfare of the children who are to be members of the school. 

Nor, under such circumstances, is it often in the province of the super- 
intending committee to resist the scheme, or to redress the grievance. 
These evils come from the exceptional and anti-republican character of our 
school districts. There is no other department of government in the Com- 
monwealth, or under its authority, in which it is possible for a single person, 
acting in the name of the people, to proceed without consultation, without 
deliberation, without agreement, and bind his constituency in matters affect- 
ing their nearest rights and dearest privileges, and all without regard to 
any influence or opinion but such as proceeds from his own whims, passions, 
prejudices, or errors. 

Nor can it be assumed that the district system is, even in the least degree, 
a promoter of popular liberty. It does nothing for education that might not 
be better done by other agencies; and, as a system, it exerts no influence, 
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not even in the most remote degree, over the civil or political fortunes of 
the people. Experience is a great teacher, and neither the district system 
nor any system analogous to it, exists in the larger number of American 
States, and yet popular liberty is not confined to Massachusetts. Moreover, 
at least half of the people of the State have voluntarily abandoned the 
district system, and are not aware of any luss of liberty. 

Nor is it true that more interest in schools is manifested where the district 
system exists, but the greater interest is observed where good schools are 
found. The quality of the schools and the interest of the people act and re- 
act upon each other. A generous and intelligent public interest renders the 
establishment of good schools necessary and easy, and good schools are 
calculated to widen, strengthen ahd deepen the interest of the people. 
Therefore it is absurd in reasoning, and false in history, to assume that a 
system under which poor schools are the rule, and good ones the exception, 
is adapted to increase the interest of the people in learning, or in the 
institutions thereof. 

In concluding this part of my Report, I earnestly invite the inhabitants 
of the towns where the district system still exists, to make faithful trial of 
the municipal system, for the period of two or three years. And be it 
every where understood, that the abolition of the district system, whether 
by a law of the State, or the action of the towns themselves, works no con- 
centration of power in the hands of any body outside of the respective 
municipalities interested. The legislature takes nothing, the Board of 
Education takes nothing, but the towns reclaim and exercise certain 
authorities, and perform certain duties, primarily, originally and always 
their own, until they saw fit to transfer them, temporarily and for certain 
purposes, to the districts, whose existence even was due to, and always 
dependent upon, the action of the towns. The re-assumption of these 
duties and authorities is entirely consistent with the original policy of the 
Commonwealth, which regarded the towns as the responsible managers of 
the common schools. Nor can there be any safer depository of this power. 
If any where under the canopy of heaven, and among men, there is a 
perfect democracy, it is ina New England, a Massachusetts town meeting. 
There in the light of day, and in the presence of the world, where the 
power of each man, without regard to social, sectarian, pecuniary or indus- 
trial distinctions, is equal to that of any other man, the people proceed to 
legislate upon all their municipal concerns. And is there one of higher 
moment than the management of their public schools? And is there 
danger to popular liberty when the power to take the initiative in the 
selection of a teacher is transferred from the evening meeting of a minority 
of a school district, to the inhabitants of a whole town assembled in the 
light of day to legislate upon all matters of local and municipal importance ? 

It is a principle in our government that whoever contributes to the public 
burdens, has a right to be heard by himself, or by his representative, in the 
expenditure of the public money; and it therefore follows, that as long as 
the schools of a town are supported by the taxation of all its citizens, each 
citizen has a right to a voice in the expenditure of money for educational 
purposes. This voice must be heard in the choice of a committee authorized 
to select the teachers, or it cannot be heard at all. The superintending 
committees are chosen by the people, one-third each year, and therefore 
there is annually an opportunity for the expression of public sentiment. 
Under the municipal system the entire responsibility is upon the committee, 
and under the pressure of this responsibility, with a large and constantly 
enlarging experience, there can be but little doubt of their disposition 
or their ability to meet every reasonable expectation. Led to retain those 
teachers who have succeeded, and forced to put aside those who are com- 
paratively incompetent, the standard of qualifications would be gradually 
elevated, and the schools proportionately improved. 
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I have been thus earnest and minute in this exposition of the evils of the 
district system, in the hope that the inhabitants of those towns where it still 
exists may be led to make a trial of the municipal system, which, I am per- 
suaded, will render their schools at once more valuable and more economical. 
It is practicable for many, even of the smaller towns, to consolidate their 
most populous districts, establish graded schools with two or three depart- 
ments, the higher of which shall furnish training equivalent to that usually 
given in good English High Schools, without much addition to their 
present appropriations. 

Several High Schools in Massachusetts are now in charge of women, and 
the success already attained indicates their fitness for more general employ- 
ment in this wide field of labor. The smaller towns can afford to pay the 
wages usually obtained by women of the highest qualifications and largest 
experience ; and the abolition of the district system will prepare the way 
for the establishment of schools of a higher grade, in towns where the 
present system renders such schools impossible. 

No town can afford to neglect the establishment and maintenance of a 
good system of schools. All material prosperity is connected with intelli- 
_ gence and virtue, and the community that neglects the training of its youth 
in the virtues and sciences of modern civilization, will be overwhelmed by 
the accumulated evils of ignorance, poverty, and crime. 


GEO. S. BOUTWELL, Secretary. 


Bosron, December 21, 1859. 
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SHLECTMEN’S REPORT. 


Tue Selectmen of East BripGrewater, in compliance 
with that injunction of official duty which requires 
an “ Annual Report of the financial condition of the 


Town,” respectfully submit the following Report. 


EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLS, FOR 1860-61. 
Union District, Nos. 1, 8 and 9.—Scholars, 235. 


Their proportion of money for 1860, ‘ : . $ 852 33 
Balance due from last year, .. : ; eu e9G2 6D 
$1,150 98 
Paid Susan H. Christian, for teaching, ee lio. 00 
«© Susan E. Peters, 6 Ae Beh OO 


«© Lucy M. Richards, <«“ GL Fae 2 120: 00 
re uucy J. Hayden,’ * ha - 104 00 
« Eliza W. Raymond, “ cos ees : 48 00 


‘© Horace Cannon, ¢ tN vue Oe a0 

« Lewis E. Noyes, Sate ge 140-00 

‘¢ Contingent expenses, ; : ‘ 3 46 

Balance due from the treasury, . ‘ - 120 52 
$1,150 98 


District No. 2.—Scholars, 51. 


Their proportion of money for 1860, : ; . $216 43 
Balance due from last year, 38 74 


$ 255 17 


4 


Paid L. A. Bumpus, for teaching, . : 56 00 


ema poner, os : i >t SONDD 

« Boarding teachers, . : : : 32 00 

«Contingent expenses, : 8 81 

Balance due from the treasury, : : 28 36 
—— §$ 255 17 


District No. 3.—Scholars, 68. 


Their proportion of money for 1860, : . $208 59 
Balance due from last year, : : oy ble ; 02 dd 
$511 14 


Paid EK. W. Deans, for teaching, 5 : 91 00 
6) Ba Copeland, | <5 com ts ; ‘ 63 00 
RA ade aks Ea | eg Me : : 76 00 
‘¢ Contingent expenses, : 50 58 


Balance due from the treasury, . ‘ 30 56 
———— $311 l4 


District No. 4.—Scholars, 123. 
Their proportion of money for 1860, . “ . . $396 00 


Balance due from last year, . : : ‘ : 6 10 
$ 402 10 
Paid C. B. Howard, for teaching, . . $231 00 
«¢ Emily Copeland, as : : 48 00 
«¢ Louise Mann, “< : 2 68 00 
«* Contingent expenses, : ; : 2 75 
Balance due from the treasury, ; : 2 35 
| $402 10 


District No. 5.—Scholars, 52. 


_ Their proportion of money for 1860, : : . $231 31 
* Balance due from last year, . : : A : 2 69 


$ 234 00 


5) 


Paid Mary J. Alden, for teaching, . . $218 47 
« Contingent expenses, : : : 16 53 $235 00 
Overdrawn, . : ; : ‘ 1 00 
$ 234 00 


District No. 6.—Scholars, 48. 


Their proportion of money for 1860, Zé ; - $208 99 
Balance due from last year, 7 ; : 76 
$ 209 75 
Paid Miss Lindsay, for teaching, : - $50 00 
sc Amelia Page, ¢ : ) 54° 00 
«© Edward O. Grover, « ‘ d 82 69 
** Contingent expenses, ; 21 30 
Balance due from the treasury, . : 1 76 
$209 75 


District No. 7.—Scholars, 73. 
Their proportion of money for 1860, : - $270 95 
; 3 69 


Balance due from last year, 6 
$274 64 
Paid Lucy J. Hayden, for teaching, . - $120 75 
cL. E. Noyes, “ . Les LOGE S Gi 
« Contingent expenses, : : ; 19 15 
Balance due from the treasury, . ; 34 74 
$ 274 64 
District No. 10.—Scholars, 40. 
Their proportion of money for 1860, . ; iC LSS, 
Balance due from last year, . : : : ; 2 42 
$191 59 
Paid Carrie Chamberlain, for teaching,  . 56 00 
«© Henry F. Howard, 6 ? : 64 00 
© Boarding teachers, . ‘ : 40 00 
*« Contingent expenses, : : : 15 82 
Balance due from the treasury, , : Tae ee 


$191 59 


Ebenezer Alger.—1 Scholar. 
His proportion of money for 1860, 
Paid schooling his child, . 


Joseph Foster.—1 Scholar. 


His proportion of money for 1860, 
Paid schooling his child in Halifax, . 


Nahum A. Hatch and Cyrus Munroe, Jr.—2 


Their proportion of money for 1860, 
Balance due from last year, 


Paid schooling their children in Hanson, 


$4 83 
4 83 


4 83 
4 83 


Scholars. 


$9 66 
4 10 


$13 76 
13 76 


EXPENSES OF THE ALMS-HOUSE. 


From March 1, 1860, to March 1, 1861. 


Said house is charged with the amount of provisions, hay, stock, 
household furniture, farming tools, wood, manure and soil, as 


appraised last year : 


Hay and straw, . d ‘ $134 50 
Stock, : ; f ; 376 94 
Manure and soil, . ; ; 202 00 
Wood and fencing materials, : 88 00 
Farming tools, . ‘ 176 57 
Household furniture, . ; 153 76 
Provisions on hand, : : 119 00 


Uncollected bills, . ; : 10 00——$1,260 77 
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Said house is also charged with the following 
sums paid for provisions, &c. 


Paid for stock, ; : ; $125 50 
‘© for meat and fish, s : 43 19 
« for flour, grain and other goods, 420 02 
«« for clothing, ’ : 39 79 
«for household furniture, : Q27 15 
«« for farming tools, é 28 47 
«¢ for labor on the farm, : 38 63 
‘* for blacksmith bill, . : 20 78 
i doricotins, ) . : 1d 25 
«for repairing clock oi pump, 3 90 
«for Warden’s services one year, 231 54 


3 
« “Dr. 8. A. Orr for medical attendance, 25 00—— 1,035 22 


—_——-—-— 


$ 2,295 99 


Said house is credited with the amount of provisions, hay, stock, 
household furniture, farming tools, wood, lumber, fencing mate- 
rials, and manure, as appraised March 1, 1861: 


Stock, : : ; - $ 268 00 
Hay, : : 195 40 
Wood, lumber ne fencing ee 139 20 
Manure and ashes, . ; 126 25 
Farming tools, =. ; ; 178 55 
Furniture, : : : 165 54 
Provisions on hand, é ' 188 93 
Uncollected bills, . ; 5 10 88——$ 1,272 75 


Said house is also credited with the amount of pro- 
duce sold off the farm, and for labor of Warden 
with team for work done off the farm: 


Stock sold, ‘ : , $145 54 
Hay and grass, _ . : 68 83 
Hides and poultry, ; : 29 18 


Labor of Warden and team for work 
done off the farm, . ‘ 19°TD 
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Received for butter, milk and eggs, 38 78 
sei Fe ‘* beef and pork, : 59 30 
“6 ‘© potatoes and apples, &c., 29: 29 
2 « use of horse and wagon, 6 81 
< TOSI cee oe 3 13 50 
“ “stoves, : : ea 
i «‘ keeping peddler, : 1 25 
rs ‘* pasturing cow, : 2 00 
Cash in the hands of the Warden, . 29 35 


The house is also credited for board- 

ing Abby Hodges, a pauper, set- 

tlement in Plymouth, . : 28 
Balance against the house, 


Average number of paupers the past year, 54. 


11——$ 1,817 21 
478 78 


EXPENSE OF SUPPORTING THE POOR OUT OF 


THE ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid for the support of Mrs. Deborah Bates’s children, $ 100 00 


6“ ts John Dutcher and family, . 59 90 
66 $6 Nahum Ramsdale and family, 8 20 
6 4 Ephraim Bell ‘s A 3 50 
6 “c Barton B. Bates se 17 00 
6s “ Jotham C. Pratt se 3 00 
6 “6 James Jacobs « "| 10am 
‘< a Thomas Howard and wife, . 42 56 
“ sé Daniel Richards and wife, . 15 Tome 
«6 Bis Abby Hodges, , 29 18 
“ “6 Lucina Mitchell, 25 00 
“ s6 Martin Keen’s child, 62 69 


«¢ for keeping of foreign paupers, 
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ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid Charles Gurney, for building Satucket road, . $185 00 
«© Simeon C. Keith, for « 6 “6 : 15 00 
« Charles Gurney, for building Whitman road, . 195 00 
« Asaph Whitmarsh, for building Northville road, 24 00 
** for work done on bridges and culverts, ‘ . 105 45 
Sear, |‘ 4 highways, . é ‘ . 868 16 
“© for gravel for highways, 1859, . : d : 11 67 
«for gravel for e ; { : 46 76 
«« for cinder for : ; ; : 93 93 
‘«* for stone for bridges and culverts, . ; ” 38 75 
‘«« for putting up railings on bridges and causeways, 10 63 
«© for lumber and iron for “4 “ : 20 84 
«< for shoveling snow, 1859, : : : : 2 04 

$1,617 23 
INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 
Sundries. 

Paid for printing town reports, : f - $66 63 
«for books for the use of town schools, : 2): RG a7 
«* for blank books and printing, 49 94 
‘¢ for express and postage stamps, . 3.14 
«< for state sealer of weights and measures, 7 00 
«« for distributing tax notice, 6 00 
«for distributing tax notice, 1857, 7 00 
“ for expense of paying state and county tax, 4 90 
‘‘ for use of derrick, 1859, 6 00 
«< for use of plough, : 2 00 
«« for distributing envelopes at town meeting, ; 1 50 
«© for warning the inhabitants in school district No. 1, 3 00 
« for measuring roads, 4 00 
«© for care of dead body, found 1859, 2 50 
«« for enforcmg dog law, : 10 00 
** town notes and interest, . 715 86 

For abatement of taxes, 1857, 1858, 1859, : : a9 15 
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10 


Town Officers and Committees. 


Paid George Bryant, selectman, : : . . $86 36 
«Samuel G. Alden, “ © ; : : . 17 00 
« Charles A. Latham, «— : c : : 9 75 
«* George Bryant, assessor, . ; , t oT ae 
amamuel GmAlden, 6:0 i ; ’ it FP CaO ae 
«© Chares A. Latham, “ ’ 2 c . S16 aa 
«“ George Bryant, overseer of the poor, : : 39 34 
«© Samuel G. Alden, <“ “c Eybs Types: : 2 06 
‘¢ Charles A. Latham, “ é A 3 A Qo 25 
‘«¢ Baalis Sanford, school committee, it Mies 58.78 
«© Benjamin W. Harris, <“ “6 : : 30 00 
« Edward O. Grover, 6 6 : : 22 50 
« RR. A. Littlefield, “ “6 2 ; 3 50 
«© Wadsworth Phillips, << i: ; 75 
«¢ Judah B. Keen, sexton, . : : 4 : 94 52 
«© Zebina Johnson, constable, ‘ : ; : 18 87 


«© Benjamin W. Harris, recording highway, . ‘ 46 00 


«© Benjamin W. Harris, recording births, marriages 


and deaths, ; ; d 5 ; : 24 10 

« Tsaac Pratt, committee on roads, : : : 6 00 
«© B. R. Alden, collecting taxes, . : : oy See 
$ 2,077 73 


RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 


Paid for schooling, . 4 ets : ; $ 2,813 73 
«* for support of the poor, . : : : . .- O09 U8 
«© for building new roads, . ‘ : wt ety 


«‘ for repairing roads and bridges, . : : . L198sem 
‘¢ for incidentals, : : ; ; A etdia't> 2,077 73 
$ 7,367 67 
DEBTS. 
The Town is indebted as follows : 
Notes and interest, payable on demand, $ 1,824 34 
Outstanding orders, : : : hier FSR 


Due the several school districts, ; : ; . 283 06 


rs 


$ 2,770 77 


11 


CREDITS. 
Available means of the Town to pay the above : 

Due from M. M. Keith, for use of town-house, . é 69 50 
«< from other towns, for the support of paupers, . 73 04 
«< from town clerk, on dog tax, . : 95 30 

Cash and taxes uncollected, in the hands of Bar tlett R. 

Alden, Treasurer and Collector, . .. °° . .. 2,594 25 
$ 2,832 09 
Balance in favor of the town, . é he ae Pe Gkod 


Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE BRYANT, 
SAMUEL G. ALDEN, 
CHARLES A. LATHAM, 


Selectmen of East Bridgewater. 


East Bridgewater, March 1, 1861. 
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LIQUOR AGENT’S REPORT. 


Thomas Rogers in ace’t with the Town of East Bridgewater. 


Dr. 
To stock on hand, Feb. 7, 1860, . 


«¢ cash sales of liquors, 
RF wiki on SES Of Casks, 


By cash paid for liquors, 

66 SE MOF arereht; 

ce kee ees Aen 8 Baldry, 

‘¢ stock on hand, Feb. 7, 1861, . 


‘¢ cash on hand, 


Profit and Loss Account. 


Dr. 
To stock on hand, Feb. 7, 1861, . 
(13 cash ‘ce 6c rT 9 

Cr. 


By stock on hand, 1860, 


Total profit, 


$667 56 
2,182 86 
71 53 


$2,921 95 


$1,937 58 
53 13 
100 00 
677 55 
25 15 


$2,794 O1 


$677 55 
25 -78 


$703 30 


$ 667 56 


$ 35 74 
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INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, 
Recorded in East Bridgewater, from Jan. 1, 1860, to Jan. 1, 1861. 


1860. 

No. Date. Names of Groom and Bride. 

1 Jan’ry 5, Charles EK. Dyer and Eliza ¥'. Nash. 

2 4” 9, Winslow Whitman ” ilpha Chapin. 

3 #” 15, Alonzo W. Leach # Charlotte Osborne. 

+ ” 20, Thomas O’Brien ” ” Julia Morey. 

5 Feb’y 17, Lewis H. Brown ” Ann M. Tripp. 

6 March 24, Charles E. Allen 1 Malora N. Bailey. 

7 April 28, Thomas Barton 1 Mary Batter. 

8 May 3, Henry Z. Hale ” lydia A. Worcester. 

9 4” 10, Thomas Arnold 4 Mary Gammons. 
10 4 26, Henry Makby #7 Mary J. Fisher. 
11 June _ 5, Patrick Weld ” Julia O’ Connell. 
fey a, Moses B. Hall.  Kmily H. Slade. 
Lo y 6, William Edson Isabella Mackinson. 
14 4 9, Elmer Barnes ” Sarah Legee. 
15° w 14, John Hobart  Roena W. Bennett. 
16 vw 29, John F. Sturtevant Sarah M. Ducher. 
17 July 3, James 8S. Bailey 7 Sarah B. Edson. 
18 uw =.27, Ira E. Horton 1 Kunice M. Folsom. 
19 Aug. 15, William Allen wv Sarah EK. Miller. 
20 ” 17, Klijah Richmond Henrietta Brown. 
21 » 25, Benjamin Siddall 1 Sarah J. Sharp. 
22 Sept. 1, William Walsh Betsey K. Church. 
23 uw 17, Ira W. Drake y Tirzah L. W. Keen. 
24 7 18, Charles F. Washburn #7 Merty HK. Thompson. 
25 7 28, Andrew Crowley Mary O’Brien. 
26 vw 29, Ansel G. Baker Margaret G. Paine. 
27 Oct’r 12, William G. Field » Kliza J. Hill. 
28 4 18, James Stewart wv Mary A. Fletcher. 
29 un 29, Calvin Wade wv Maria 8. Alden. 
30 7 80, Francis B. Porter uw Abby A. Hartwell. 
31 Novr 2, Caleb G. Lazell # Abby A. Johnson. 
32 vw 3, Nahum C. Hale Betsey A. Perkins. 
33. « 6, Constant Sampson Peterson 7” Huldah Esther Pratt. 
34 ws 6, John Dunlap 7 Hlizabeth J. Webber. 
35 m 17, Charles Willis Harding Adaline Amelia Reed. 
36 # 20, Thaddeus Bates # . Lucy A. Dearborn. 
37 386 =, George A. West 7 Mary Maria Phillips. 
38 4 28, Nahum F. Harden mu Sylvia A. Cook. 
39 Dec’r 14, William H. Maine uv Tuey M. Harden. 
40 22, Albert Ashport ” Kmily Taylor. 


41 yw 24, Hiram Clark # Hliza Davenport. 
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DEATHS REGISTERED IN EAST BRIDGEWATER, 


DATE. 


January 4, 


yl 


19, 


25, 
27, 
28, 


bo 


c 


NAME. 


Otis Hatch, 
Josiah P. Reynolds, 
Betsey Bennett, 
William Howard, 
Otis Morse, 

John Jenness, 
Nabby Mitchell, 
Sophia Osborne, 
Emma J. Dickey, 
Irving Soule, 
William S. Norris, 
Trene Hall, 

Lewis Keith, Jr., 
Deborah Porter, 
Thomas I’. Norris, 
George Mitchell, 
Phebe Snell, 
Charles R. Parsons, 
Christiana Bourne, 
Infant. 

Samuel D. Keith, 
Ellen H. Hobart, 
Cynthia Delano, 
Polly Gurney, 
Lydia Washburn, 
Infant. 

Walter Davenport, 
Walter Worcester, 
Asa Keith, 


William T. Johnson, 


Hermon Washburn, 


DURING THE YEAR 1860. 


AGE. 
Months. 


10 


Days. 


-1 bo 


43 


45 


59 


DATE. 


August 20, 


/} 
// 


Sept’r 


21, 
26, 


1, Archibald E. Howard, 


5, 
6, 
10, 


19, 
21, 
a0), 
30, 
14, 
20, 
31, 


NAME. 


Leah French, 
Elizabeth Phillips, 
Tirzah Bennett, 


Molly Keith, 
Charles R. Edson, 
Robert Seaver, 
Chandler Bisbee, 
Isaac Keith, 


Zerviah Chamberlain, 


Martin McLauthlin, 
Senthy Richards, 


‘Harris F. Snell, 


Lydia Howard, 


John H. Hathaway, Jr., 


Jane K. Washburn, 
Thomas Parris, 
Branch Byram, 
John Bell, 

Celia Cook, 

Mary Edson, 
Mehitable Howland, 
Clarissa Vinton, 
Ellen Kingman, 
Lucy Johnson, 
Ophir C. Scribner, 
Lydia Harris, 
Lucy C. Lyon, 
Susan EH. Copeland, 
Lucy Harris, 


Years. 


90 
80 
64 


AGE. 


_ Months, 


10 


~I 


10 


cr 


bo I 


Go 


G2 


10 


11 


Days. 


15 


21 


bQ 


t 


Le 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE OF EAST BRIDGEWATER, 


PO Tyne YEA Rel 8 6.O...G Lim 


In compliance with the Statutory requirement that the Superin- 
tending School Committee “ shall annually make a detailed report 
of the condition of the several public schools in their respective 
cities and towns,” we present the following Report. 

The Committee was organized by choosing Baalis Sanford, 
Chairman, and Edward O. Grover, Secretary. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


In this new, large and important District, formed by the union 
of old Districts, Nos. 1, 8 and 9, and containing more than one- 
third of the school children in town, the past year has shown 
marked improvement in its educational interests. ‘The school- 
house referred to in our last Annual Report, as in process of erec- 
tion, has been completed, and the schools have been re-organized 
upon the plan of gradation, which, wherever adopted and fairly 
carried out, has given demonstration of its superior excellence, by 
its practical results. 

The new building, spacious, substantial in its construction, cen- 
tral and healthful in its position, contains an upper and lower 
room, with a recitation or teacher’s room attached to each, and all 
arranged in a style to promote the high ends for which it was de- 
signed. ‘The main rooms have been furnished with stoves, and 
with chairs and desks of convenient and elegant structure, and one 
of them, with a valuable collection of school apparatus, through 


the voluntary and liberal contributions of the community. 
3 
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During the summer term, while the new building was unfin- 
ished, the schools were kept in the three district school-houses, in 
the same form as in previous years. 


EAST SCHOOL.—Common. 
Summer anp Fatt Terms.—Miss Susan E. Peters, Teacher. 


Visiting Committee.—B. SAnForp. 


It is perhaps enough to say that Miss Peters has sustained her 
reputation as a teacher acquired in former terms. ‘The school as a 
whole appeared very favorably—showing excellent order, general 
proficiency, unusually good attendance, and high satisfaction on the 
part of scholars and parents. 


Winter Term.—Same Teacher. 


Visiting Committee.—K. O. Grover. 


The questions upon the subjects of the closing examination 
were answered by the pupils promptly, decidedly and understand- 
ingly. The Committee are pleased to believe that this school, 
under the management of Miss Peters, has risen to a rank among 
the first of our Primary Schools. 


NORTH SCHOOL.—ForcE Ponp. 
SumMER AND Fati Trerms.—Miss Susan H. Christian, Teacher. 


Visiting Committee.—B. Sanrorp. 


This school was much too large for a single teacher—haying an 
average attendance of 83 out of 104, the whole number. In the 
management and instruction of this large school, Miss Christian 
evinced her wonted fidelity, exertion and success. Under the dis- 
advantages, our expectations in respect to order and progress were 
even more than realized. ‘This was, in a great measure, the result of. 
the pleasant and mutually attractive relation subsisting between the 
teacher and her scholars. 


Winter Trerm.—Miss Eliza W. Raymond, Teacher. 


At the first visits of the Committee, this school was somewhat 
confused. But the suggestions made in regard to reform were 
regarded, and a better state of things was the result. Miss Ray- 
mond was assiduous in her endeavors to be useful; and though 


fad 
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some of the little ones seemed bent on idleness, or the minding of 
every one’s business but their own, the school as a whole, it is be- 
lieved, was not an unprofitable one. 


WEST SCHOOL. 
Miss Lucy M. Richards, T'eacher. 


Visiting Committee—B. W. Harris anp B, Sanrorp. 


This school has been under the charge of Miss Richards for the 
year, and exhibited marked features of excellence. The teacher 
brings to her work a judgment aided by long study and expe- 
rience, and by efficient and interesting methods of instruction. 
Firmness, with uniform moral influence, resulted in excellent 
order. ‘The progress in all the branches taught was very good— 
and the musical exercises were of peculiar interest. 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 
Mr. Horace Cannon, Teacher. 


Visiting Committee.—B. Sanrorp. 


After the completion of the new edifice, the upper room was 
highly furnished with desks and apparatus for the accommodation 
of a Grammar School. The schools in the District were par- 
tially reorganized, and a selection made of as many scholars as, in 
the best judgment of the Committee, were fitted, on account of 
age and advancement in study, for the Grammar department. 

Mr. Cannon was engaged for fall and winter terms, and the 
school commenced with high expectations and wishes from its 
patrons and friends. 

The first term, the whole attendance was 65; the average 58, 
including 8 out of the District. The second term had an average 
of 51, the whole number being 65, six of them not resident in the 
District. 

A large proportion each term were more advanced scholars, 
adapted, with proper direction and use of the appliances at hand, 
to give a high character to the school. ‘The school appeared in 
general good order, prompted by a manifest sense of self-respect 
and regard for good deportment. 

Those scholars that attended constantly made good improve- 
ment in their studies ; though the first term showed more decided. 
marks of interest and profit than the second. 
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Fair progress was made by those who studied Latin and Greek. 
A good use was made of the black-boards in teaching mathematics. 
We regret that the classes in physiology, astronomy and geog- 
raphy, had little or no use of the excellent set of globes, maps, &c., 
so liberally furnished for their benefit, and which the best educa- 
tors deem so desirable. 

Considerable attention was paid to spelling. But in penman- 
ship, no less important, the writing-books showed that very little. 
had been done. 


INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL. 
Visiting Committee.—B. SaAnrorp. 


Winter T'xrm.—Miss Susan H. Christian, T'eacher. 


Notwithstanding the draught that had been made for the Gram- 
mar department from the other schools, some of them were still 
found too large, and an Intermediate School was found essential to 
meet the wants of the District. ‘This was formed the 10th of De- 
cember,—the lower room in the new school-house having been 
furnished for the purpose,—thus completing the plan of gradation 
originally contemplated. 

Miss Christian has performed her duties in this school with 
untiring industry, faithfulness and skill; and the results in the 
regular attendance, good order, and advancement of her classes in 
their respective studies, were very apparent and satisfactory. 

In the division of the scholars into three different grades, the 
Committee have endeavored to do their duty, with impartial justice, 
but in some cases the task has been found a difficult and delicate 
one ; and it is quite possible that some mistakes have been com- 
mitted, at this first introduction of the new system. If any have 
been placed in too low a grade, the fact will be soon discovered, 
and they will be promoted to a higher one. Better far be ranked 
in too low a position, and then go up higher, than the reverse. 

To arrange in their true position, all the classes of this large Dis- 
trict, is a work which cannot be perfectly done at once. But your 
Committee are confident, that in the natural working of the new 
system, aided by the co-operation of all those who are inter- 
ested in its management and privileges, its future will be increas- 
ingly marked with good and important results. 

The share of the school-money appropriated to this District, for 
the year now closed, is $852 33. This sum, together with the 
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selection of its teachers, having been committed by the District, 
for the year, to your Committee, they have felt the responsibility of 
the trust, and, in fulfilling its duties, have had as strict reference to 
economy, as a paramount regard to the educational interests of the 
District would admit. The above sum has kept three schools in 
operation 31 weeks—a Grammar School 21 weeks—and an Inter- 
mediate School 10 weeks. 

From this it will be seen, that the five schools of the District, 
under the present arrangement, could not be sustained even eight 
months in the year, at medium wages, without a considerable 
increase of funds. 


DISTRICT No. 2.—Buacx Brook. 


Visiting Committee.—B, W. Harris. 


Summer Trerm.— Miss L. Annie Bumpus, Teacher. 


This school, at the beginning, appeared somewhat disorderly ; 
but ere long, under direction of the Committee, seconded by the 
faithful efforts of the teacher, was brought into a good condition. 
There was uncommonly regular attendance for the long term of 
four months, which very much aided the teacher in her work, and 
secured the greatest benefits to the scholars. ‘lhe progress made 
in their respective studies was manifestly commendable. 


Visiting Committee.—B, Sanrorp. © 


Winter Term.—Mr. Augustus H. Soule, T'eacher. 


This school had a pleasant appearance at all the visits of the 
Committee, save that the accommodations are too contracted for so 
many scholars. ‘There was very good order and progress; and 
much excellence in reading and spelling. Punctuation and defin- 
ing were well and successfully attended to. ‘he final examination 
showed proofs of a very profitable school. 


DISTRICT No. 3.—Braver. 
Visiting Committee—E. O. Grover and B, Sanrorp. 


Miss Elizabeth W. Deanes, T'eacher Gram. Department. 


Summer Term. ; Miss Emily Copeland, T'eacher Primary Department. 


The Grammar department, though very small in number, ap- 
peared otherwise in good condition. The scholars, we believe, 
were generally industrious and orderly, making fair proficiency in 
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their studies. Circumstances prevented our attendance at the close. 
This school, together with the Primary, being for the year under 
the especial supervision of the School Committee of West Bridge- 
water, reference can be had for further particulars to their report. 


Visiting Committee.—B. Sanrorn. 


Winter Trerm.—Mr. William B. Hall, Teacher Grammar Department. 


This school, there being no Primary department, is unusually 
large—requiring systematic exertion in teaching—firmness, skill, 
and courage in governing. ‘The school contains some insurrec- 
tionary elements. Mr. Hall—the term not yet closed—is pursuing 
the difficult duties of his position—with what degree of success, 
the report above alluded to will probably show. 


DISTRICT No. 4.—Joppa. 
Visiting Committee.—B. W. Harris and B. Sanroro. 


Miss Garrie B. Howard, Teacher Grammar Department. 
Misses Louise Mann, and Emily Copeland, Teachers Primary Department. 


In this District, the past year has been one of pleasing change in 
the reconstruction of their school-house, and its nice arrangement 
for two departments, the good effects of which are already very 
visible. ‘he Grammar department, under Miss Howard for the 
year, evinced very good progress and correct deportment. Her 
reputation for suggestive, attractive, and successful methods in 
teaching, was well sustained. 

Miss Mann, Assistant of the Principal, until the grading of the 
scholars—then took charge of the Primary School, and in a few 
weeks resigned. She performed her duties with exemplary faith- 
fulness, and with pleasure and profit to her young pupils. 

Her successor, for the winter term, Miss Copeland, a teacher of 
experience, made unremitting and faithful efforts for the improve- 
ment of the school, and much success, it is believed, was gained. 


DISTRICT No. 5. ? 
Visiting Committee.—E. O. Grover. 
Miss Mary J. Alden, J'eacher. 


Here may be clearly seen the good resulting from continuing a 
tried and faithful teacher in the same school, for several successive 
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terms. ‘This school has had three terms during the year; taught 
by Miss Alden. 

Her methods of teaching and governing, while they ought to 
succeed well in any school, were just such methods as were espe- 
cially demanded by the class of pupils comprising this. In other 
words, we think the teacher peculiarly adapted to the work here 
to be accomplished. ‘The progress of the school, from first to last, 
was steady and systematic. Self-respect, respect and affection for 
the teacher, interest in, and application to study, seemed to increase 
from visit to visit, and held on fully to the close. There was, at 
the commencement of the year, a very noticeable lack of ambition, 
and a marked aversion to continued self-application. ‘This the 
teacher, with a patience, perseverance and fidelity worthy of all 
praise, labored to overcome, and met with most excellent success. 

The Committee are pleased to learn, that efforts are being made 
to retain Miss Alden through another year. 


DISTRICT No. 6. 
Visiting Committee—K. O. Grover. 
Summer Term.—Miss E. L. Lindsay, T'eacher. 


Miss Lindsay, a graduate of the Normal School at Bridgewater, 
was an earnest worker, and strict disciplinarian. ‘The school main- 
tained, during the term, a high order of recitation and deportment, 
and made a good appearance at the closing examination. 

This was Miss Lindsay’s first experience in a public school. 
The Committee regret that she failed to receive the sympathy and 
co-operation of a portion of the District, and in consequence did 
not attain to that full measure of success which she might other- 
wise have done. 


Fartu Term. 


This term was taught by Miss E. E. Page, a Normal graduate, 
as her first school. ‘he Committee were, unintentionally, absent 
from the closing examination, but believe the term to have been 
generally satisfactory to the patrons of the school. 

The general order of the school fell far below that of the pre- 
vious term. 


Winter Term.—Mr. E. O. Grover, Teacher. 
Visiting Committee.—B. Sanrorp. 


This school had felt the evils of a frequent change of administra- 
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tion. But Mr. Grover, one of the School*Committee, had the ad- 
vantage of being favorably known in this District, as one of its 
former teachers. ‘To this fact, as well as to the excellence of his 
instructions, the other members of the Committee attribute the 
good condition of the school while under his charge. His judi- 
cious, impartial, and skillful efforts were appreciated by scholars 
and parents. ‘The order was excellent, the teaching thorough, and 
the progress very satisfactory. 


DISTRICT No. 7.—Wesvr Croox. 
Visiting Committee.—B. Sanrorp. 
Summer Term.—Miss Lucy J. Hayden, Teacher. 


This school appeared uniformly well, as to deportment and 
progress in study. At the close, while no samples were poor, 
many showed remarkable excellence, especially those in reading 
and grammar, spelling and defining. ‘The school was evidently 
very profitable to the pupils. 


Winvrer Term.—Mr. Lewis E. Noyes, Teacher. 


The methods of instruction in this school were accurate and 
interesting, adapted to draw out the powers of the scholars. ‘The 
discipline was administered with great equanimity and dignified 
courtesy ; and good order, prompted apparently by a love of its 
own intrinsic beauty, as well as esteem for the teacher, uniformly 
prevailed. Reading and spelling were rendered distinctly and 
well. Fine specimens of map-drawing were exhibited. ‘The in- 
terest being continuous, the attendance was unusually regular and 
prompt ; many being neither absent nor tardy. 


DISTRICT No. 10. 
Visiting Committee.—E. O. GRover. 
Summer T'rerm.—Miss Carrie A. Chamberlin, Teacher. 


Miss Chamberlin sought to establish herself in the affections of 
her pupils, and thus control their conduct by gentle means. This 
she accomplished, in some measure; but the Committee could but 
notice, at their visits, the absence of that high order of discipline 
and recitation, which a teacher of more experience would have 
obtained. 


This school, though small, and often in the charge of inexperi- 
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enced teachers, is composed, in part, of scholars who would not 
be disparaged by comparison with those of the same age, in almost 
any school in town. With the highest class in reading, the Com- 
mittee were much pleased. 


Winter Term.—Mr. Henry F. Howard, Teacher. 


Though both young and inexperienced, Mr. Howard exhibited 
elements of character indicative of future success, as a teacher. 
He seemed, from the first, to feel perfectly at home in the school- 
room, and manifested a zeal and enthusiasm which, if tempered by 
experience, and controlled by sound judgment, will surely lead to 
‘success. 

Most of the classes made good advancement in their studies, and 
appeared to have a very good understanding of the same at the 
closing examination. ‘The improvement in writing. was not so 
visible ; the last page, in many instances, being written much worse 
than the first. 

In regard to the order of the school, the Committee can only 
say, that either there are elements here which are unsubduable, 
or the teachers of both terms were at fault, for not bringing them 
into a more healthy state of discipline. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


It will be seen from the preceding Reports, that the public 
schools of this town for the past year will compare very fayorably 
with those of former years. It is, indeed, the conviction of the 
Committee, that the educational interests of the town have made 
an unusual advance ; and that the attention and sympathy of the 
citizens, on their behalf, have been increased. 

Still we are far from claiming for our schools that they have 
reached all that ought to be expected and desired, or that they 
have achieved all that they might have done. The encouragements 
of the past year, therefore, should stimulate all to renewed and 
increased study and effort for the application of all-the means that 
can be made contributory to their highest success. 

A legislative Act, passed March 10, 1859, requires that “* when- 
ever a change is made of the school-books used in the public. 


schools, each pupil then belonging to said schools, and requiring 
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the substituted book, shall be furnished with the same, by the 
School Committee thereof, at the expense of the town.” 

In compliance with this law, the Committee, at the beginning of 
the year, convinced of the importance of a change, procured at less 
than wholesale cost, ‘'ower and Holbrook’s Progressive Series of 


Readers, which were distributed to the pupils—with a set gratui-. 


tously furnished for each teacher’s desk. The introduction of these 
valuable readers into the public schools, has not only increased the 
general attendance, but given a new impulse and advancement 
toward the high acquisition of correct reading. 

The Committee, in their honest and strong desire to promote the 
welfare of the public schools, and do what they could in fulfilling 
the duties of their difficult and arduous office, have received the 
respectful co-operation of the Prudential Committees, and the 
sympathies generally of the friends of the common cause. 

We have been thought by some to have assumed too much lib- 
erty in not accepting, as the closing exercise of a certain’ school 
examination, the teacher’s vindication against remarks said to have 
been uttered elsewhere, unfavorable to himself. The Committee 
present consulted, and agreed that such a plea was altogether 
inexpedient and irrelevant to the occasion—the object being to 
examine the school, and not to judge the teacher; that while we 
conceded to him the right to vindicate himself, that was not the 
time nor the place, as no charges had been brought against him on 
that occasion. ‘This decision of the Committee was announced. 

That our action was fairly within the prescribed prerogatives of 
our office, may be clearly seen by the statute as expounded by that 
eminent jurist as well as educator, Horace Mann, namely : 

«During the period of visitation, the committee have the entire 
control of the school. For the time being it is their school, and 
the teacher is their servant. ‘They may decide what classes shall 
be called upon to perform exercises, and in what studies. - They 
may direct the teacher to conduct the examination, or may conduct 
it wholly themselves, or they may combine both methods. In fine, 
they may dismiss the teacher for the hour, and pursue the exam- 
_ ination in his absence. All these prerogatives are supposed to be 
indispensable to enable the committee, under such circumstances as 
have existed, and may possibly exist again, to ascertain the true 
condition of a school, and therefore, they are necessarily incident 
to the office of an examining committee.” 
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But if this law were not, we should still feel sustained in our 
action by justice and propriety. For if one may bring into school- 
examinations his personal grievances for sympathy and redress, so 
may the Committee—so may all others present ; and then the ben- 


efits of such an occasion will be annihilated. 


The Committee do not deem it expedient to reiterate suggestions 
and considerations which were presented in the last Annual Re- 
port ; though another year has but deepened our conviction of their 
permanent importance. We advert briefly, in closing, to one or 
two topics. 


Primary Schools. 


It is very desirable that the teacher of these schools should be 
aided in her work by maps, charts and pictures, which may be had 
at trifling expense, but which are very valuable as illustrations of 
elementary studies. She may be zealous, patient and persevering 
in her instructions, and do much by methods of her own inven- 
tion, to attach the children to-herself. But she will derive impor- 
tant help from these external objects in awakening interest and 
maintaining order. Slates and black-boards are useful, but a set 
of cards and charts would be a great improvement. 

The Primary Schools can hardly have too much bestowed upon 
them. ‘Their actual importance has not been sufficiently appre- 
ciated. And from this has resulted the notion, too prevalent, that 
a teacher of very ordinary attainments may be profitably employed 
in schools of this grade. ‘This notion has led to serious evils. 

Inasmuch as ends are made up of beginnings—the boy is father 
to the man—and life in its maturity, takes shape and character 
from its earliest impressions; what schools are there more truly 
important than the Primaries ? 

The instruction here given, right or wrong, imparts an influence 
that goes with the scholar through all his subsequent progress in 
education, to facilitate or retard his successful advancement. No 
small responsibility therefore rests on the teachers of these schools. 
Never then was a more mistaken idea, than that teachers of inferior 
qualifications may be as profitably selected for these schools. 

In order to a permanent and solid superstructure, the founda- 
tion must be secured and rightly laid. ‘The neglect of this has led 
to the greatest evils which pupils in mature life have had to con- 
tend with. We see the results of it on every side, in the bad pro- 
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nunciation, the drawling tones and other kindred habits of readers 
and speakers; to say nothing of defects in manners and character, 
which had their beginning in the Primary school, and might there 
have been remedied, with proper elementary training and disci- 
pline. 

As it is so important that every step in these schools be in the 
right direction, it is equally important that she who proposes to 
take charge of them, should have a thorough knowledge of the 
branches there taught, an aptness to teach and interest the young 
mind, love for children, and lady-like accomplishments. And it 
must be a most losing policy to refuse the few dollars more in 
wages that would secure the services of such teachers. 


Chief Demand of all the Schools. 


This demand, we hesitate not to say, is met only by the secured 
services of a well-qualified teacher. For unless the teacher who 
has charge of a school is well qualified for his position, all else 
that is done to improve its condition will be of little avail. 

It is gratifying that teachers are fixing their attention upon a 
higher standard ; are improving to such an extent the increased 
means to reach it; and in the same proportion are elevating the 
character of our schools. 

Scientific and moral qualifications are indeed of the first im- 
portance ; but there are other qualities, equally indispensable— 
such as love for the work, and ability to govern in such a way as 
to secure the love of the school. That teacher will always succeed 
much the best, who, by a kind and conciliatory course of means, 
convinces his pupils that he has a sincere and earnest interest in 
their welfare and success. But without their cheerful sympathy, 
respect and co-operation, his most untiring efforts will be nearly in 
vain. 

Patience, self-control and courtesy; calm deliberation in ad- 
ministering necessary correction; a disuse of ridicule and sar- 
casm; a sufficient dignity to command respect, and at the same 
time so much kind familiarity, as to win the good-will of the 
pupils,—these are qualities which should be possessed by those who 


propose to assume the responsibilities of the teacher’s office. And 


to deficiencies in these, or some of them, almost every failure that 
occurs in it is to be attributed. 
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Besides, as children are creatures of imitation, looking to their 
instructors as proper models, they will be quite as likely to copy in 
their own conduct and manners the evil as well as the good. In 
the intercourse of the school-room, every element of character in 
the teacher is an educator; and no material defect can be com- 
pensated for, by any amount of literary attainments. 

Now in many cases, the Superintending Committee can judge 
only of the literary merits of the candidate. Nothing but actual 
experiment can decide whether he has the other essential qualifica- 
tions or not. 

Therefore the Prudential Committees, to whom, in this town, is 
intrusted the business of presenting teachers for the schools, have 
a very responsible work. Indeed, it has perhaps a greater effect 
on the welfare of schools than that of the General Committee. 
They should take, then, the greatest care, using all practicable 
methods in selecting such teachers as have, ina high degree, all 
the essential qualifications. 

And it is our earnest desire that, by the mutual confidence and 
faithful co-operation of all the parties concerned in the manage- 
ment and elevation of our public schools, their advancement the 
coming year may be still greater than it was the last. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


-B. W. HARRIS, 
E. O. GROVER, 


East Bridgewater, Feb. 27, 1861. 


BAALIS SANFORD, School Committee 
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East Bridgewater. 
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Pee OE TAX - PAY ERS: 


IN THE 


TOWN OF EAST BRIDGEWATER, 


TOGETHER WITH THE 


VALUATION OF REAL AND PERSONAL ESTATE, 


TOTAL AMOUNT OF TAX; 


FOR THE YEAR 1860. 


LIST OF TAX-PAYERS.....1860. 


THE following is a list of the names of each Tax-payer in the 
Town of East Bridgewater, for the year 1860, together with their 
Valuation of Real and Personal Estate, and total amount of Tax. 


. Names. Poll Tax. Real Estate. Per. Estate. Am/’t of Tax. 
Abner L. Alden, $1 50 $950 $30 $9 14 
Bailey Allen, 1 50 1 50 
Bartlett R. Alden, 1 50 3,390 88 28 72 
Benjamin M, Ackerman, 1 50 1,725 386 18 03 
Benjamin R. Alden, 1 50 1,000 800 15 54 
Bethuel Adams, 1 50 1 50 
David Allen, 1 50 1 50 
Ebenezer Alger, 1 50 2,800 718 24 05 
Ezra Alden, 1,650 Oo” 13 18 
Galen Allen, 1 50 2. 1715 197 24 58 
George Andrews, 1 50 900 90) 8 52 
Henry Allen, 1 50%: 200 75 3 68 
Henry C. Ackerman, 1 50 . 1 50 
John Austin, 1 50 1 50 
James S. Allen, 1 50 200 3 06 
Jonathan B. Ackerman, 1 50 1 50 
Joseph C. Allen, Heirs of 890 90 7 02 
Orlando M. Alger, 1 50 654 6 57 
Rufus Adams, 1 50 1 50 
Samuel G. Alden, 1 50 7,309 447 42. 34 
Sidney Allen, 1 50 3,910 648 AT O07 
Sidne Allen, Trustee for re AES 

Z. ea s children, 1,580 SAL 30 3¢ 
Sidney Allen, Trustee for 1,300 10 14 

Union Society, 

Samuel B. Allen, 1 50 4 225 1,110 43 15 
Samuel B. Allen, 2d, 1 50 1 50 
William Allen, 1 50 2,000 124 21 94 
Andrew ‘I’. Barrell, 1 50 1 50 
Alfred Brown, 1 50 2,300 1,056 27498 
Alfred Brown, Guardian, 2,600 20 28 
Andrew G. Blackman, 1 50 50 1-89 
Ansel G. Baker, 1 50 1 50 


_ Asaph Beals & Son, 3 00 1,200 180 13 76 


Names. 
Alfred Bottmore, 
Asa W. Bates,. 
Asaph Beals, 2d, 
Branch Byrum, 
Branch L. Byrum, 
Bradford Bowen, 
Barton B. Bates, 
Calvin Bonney, 
Calvin Buck, 
Charles Brown, 
Charles H. Brown, 
Charles H. Bonney, 
Charles L. Barstow, 
Charles Bates, 
Chandler Bisbee, 
Charles W. Bennett, 
Cushing Bird, 
Daniel T. Blanchard, 
David Brown, 
David W. Brown, 
Edwin Brown, 
Ephraim Bell, 
Edwin Bates, 
Eli Blanchard, 
Elijah Bird, 
Eugene Bassett, 
Edmond Bird, 
Emory Brown, Heirs of 
Ebenezer C. Bennett, 
Elijah S. Bird, 
Francis Brayham, 
George H. Byram, 
George W. Barrell, 
George E. Bird, 
George Benson, 
George W. Blanchard, 
Gladden Bonney, 
George Bryant, 
Henry Brown, 
Hardy I. Barber, 
Harrison G. Byram, 
Horatio G. Bates, 
Horatio G: Bates & Co., 
Huldah Brett, 
Huldah Brett, Guardian, 
Irving Bates, 
Isaac Brown, 
Israel Bleekman, 
Isaac Brown, Jr. 
Isaac Brown, 
James A. Bates, 
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Names. 
James’ B. Beaton, 
James Bouldry, 


Joseph W. Bennett, Heirs of 


James Bates, 

Jacob Bates, 

John Blois, 

John Barrows, 

John B. Brown, 
John Bell, Jr. 

John Bryant, 

Joseph E. Bisbee, 
Josiah Bonney, 
Keen, Reed & Bryant, 
Leander Bill, 

Levi P. Bailey, 
Lorenzo L. Byrum, 
Lucy Bates, 

Lucius Bonney, 
Lucius D. Burbeck, 
Mary C. Bates, 
Martin Beals, 

Moses Bates, Heirs of 
Morton D. Burnell, 
Nahum Bates, 
Nathaniel Bouldry, 
Nathaniel Beals, 
Otis Bisbee, 

Patrick Birmingham, 
Patrick Bates, 
Patrick Barice, 
Royal T’. Brett, 
Reuben Bates, 
Roena W. Bennett, 
Silas Burgess, 
Samuel Bates, 
Sarah Bush, 

Samuel Beals, 

Seth Bryant, 
Thaddeus Bates, 
Thomas W. Barrell, 
Thomas Barton, 
Theophilus Briggs, 
Union Building Co. 
Warren J. Blanchard, 
Warren Brown, 
William Bird, 
William H. Bird, 
William H. Brown, 
William O’Brien, 
William W. Blanchard, 
William A. Bowls, 
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Names. 


William H. Bates, 


Alfred Cole, 

Abisha S. Churchill, 
Bartholomew Coughlin, 
Benjamin Cranage, 
Baylis Cole, 

Caleb S. Churchill, 
Charles McCarty, 
Calvin Chamberlain, 
Charles Campbell, 
Daniel Chaplin, 
Edmond Casey, 
Edward Carney, 
Elbridge Curtis, 
Elbridge Crooker, 
Elijah L. Clark, 

E. Carver & Co. 
Francis Chamberlain, 
Francis Cary, 

Henry I’. Cobb, 
Harvey Chandler, 
John A. Conant, 
John Conant, 

Joseph Chamberlain, 
James Carter, 

James I’. McCarty,, 
James H. Cooper, 
James H. McClintock, 
James Coughlin, 
John Costello, 

John Cook, 

John Carwin, 

Joseph H. Cook, 
Jeremiah Crowley, 
John H. Chadwick, 
Levi Churchill, 

Levi and W. K. Churchill, 
Luther Churchill, 
Luther Churchill, Jr.: 
Martin Carter, 
Morris Cavanouch, 
Margaret Condon, 
Nathan Chamberlain, 
Nymphas M. Chandler, 
Patrick O’Connell, 
Patrick McCormic, 
Patrick Crowley, 
Patrick Carroll, 
Peter C. Clarkson, 
Robert Curtis, 
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Names. 
Roland F. Copeland, 
Rodney Churchill, 
Rust & Copeland, 
Scott Churchill, 
Samuel V. Chandler, 
Samuel Carter, 
Seth P. Conant, 
Stetson Chandler, 
Stephen O. Copeland, 
Simeon Curtis, 
Thomas Conant, 
Thomas Cook, 
Thomas Cummings, 
William Carwin, 
Warren K. Churchill, 


Albert H. Dyer, 
Charles Darling, 
Charles Dyer, 

Daniel Desmond, 
Eliphalet S. Davenport, 
Edward Donnaly, 
George Davenport, 
George Douglas, Heirs of 
Isaac Dunbar, Heirs of 
Tra Drake, 

Ira W. Drake, 

John Delano, 

John Donavan, 

John E. Davenport, 
James Dugan, 

James Donahoe, 

James Dee, 

Jeremiah Dunn, 
Joseph E. Dow, 

Lewis Delano, 

Lucius Dickerman, 
Lemuel Dunbar, 
Mansfield Delano, 
Madison Dunphee, 
Michael Doody, 
Nathaniel M. Davenport, 


Nathaniel M. Davenport, Jr., 
Patrick Dresland, 


Salmon Dunbar, 
Timothy Drake, 
Timothy L. Drake, 
Wilks Durey, 
William A. Dyson, 


Alanson Estes, 
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Names. 
Albert C. Edson, 
Barzilla EF. Ellis, 
Benjamin J. Eddy, 
Benajmin Edson, 
Daniel P, Edson, 
Edwin Edes, 
Franklin Edson, 
George Elwell, 
Henry Edson, 
Hiram H. Erskine, 
Jonah Edson, 
Nahum Edson, 
Plyna Edson, 
Plyna Edson, Jr., 
Seth B. Edson, 
Seth R. Edson, 
Thomas Ellis, 
Warren Edson, 
William Edson, 
William English, 
William H. Eustis, 
William Emerson, 


Arunah T. Ford, 
Adoniram J. Fish, 
Benjamin H. Fisher, 
Charles Fenney, 
Daniel French, 

Daniel Fuller, 

Edwin E. Fuller, 
Edward F. Field, 
Edmond Ford, 

Ezra T. Fuller, 

FE. & I. Fuller, 
Enoch Freeman, 
Francis R. Flagg, 
George W. Folsom, 
Henry Fuller, 

Horace W. French, 
James H. Fullerton, 
Jacob Folsom, 

John Flynn, 

Jeremiah Fisher, 
Josephus Freeman, 
Josephus L. Freeman, 
Joseph Foster, 

Loan Fund Association, 
Michael Feeney, 
Michael Fraher, 
Nathaniel French, Heirs of 
Nathaniel W. French, 
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Names. 
Rogers & Folsom, 
Tolman French, 
Theodore C. Freeman 
Thomas Fox, 
William Fullerton, 


Anna Gurney, 
Almon Gurney, 
Alfred Gurney, 
Alfred Griffin, 
Alvah Gurney, 
Caleb Goss, 
Charles H. Goss, 
Charles Griggs, 
Cyrus Gurney, 
David S, Gurney, 
Edward P. Gurney, 
Edward O. Grover, 
George Gross, 
Henry Gould, 
Henry Gurney, 
Henry Gurney, 2d. 
James Gurney, 
James H. Gurney, 
John Gaffeny, 

John Gallacher, 
Levi T. Gurney, 
Michael Griffin, 
Otis Grover, 

Rufus K. Gammons, 
Seth P. Gurney, 
Stephen Griggs, 
Thomas Griggs, 
William Gardner, 
William Gardner, Jr. 


Aaron Hobart, 
A. & E. Hobart, 
Adonis Howard, 
Alonzo L. Holmes, 
Amos Hunting, 
Arthur Harris, 
Arvin Holbrook, 
Azor Harris, 
B. Hobart & Son, 
Bela Hill, 
Benjamin W, Harris, 
Bradford Hathaway, 
Caleb L. Hudson, 
Calvin H. Harlow, 
Charles W. Harden, 
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Names. 
Cushman Hathaway, 
Cyrus Howard, 
Cornelius C. Hooper, 
David Howard, 
Daymon Hoit, 

Ellis Holmes, 

Ellis C. Holmes, 
Ellis W. Holmes, 
Ellis W. Holmes, 2d, 
Edward Y. Hayward, 
Edwin Hayward, 
Eliakim Hayward, 
Elijah Hinkley, 
Elisha S. Holbrook, 
Franklin Holmes, 
Francis Hayward, 
Freeman P. Howland, 
George W. Harden, 
George B. Howland, 
George F’. Holbrook, 
Henry G. Hill, 
Hercules Hatch, Heirs of 
Isaac FE. Hill, 

Isaac Hatch, 

Israel Hobart, 

James O. Hairn, 
James C. Hathaway, 
James Hickey, 
Jason W. Harden, 
John O. Hairn, 

John Hobart, 

John B. Harden, 
John Hudson, 

John O. Hudson, 
John H. Hathaway, 
John O. Holland, 
Jehiel Harden, 
Josiah Hathaway, 
Jotham Hicks, 
Joseph Hutchings, 
Josiah E. Hayward, 
Leonard Hill, 
Lucius Harden, 
Lucinda Hudson, 
Luther Harden, 
Luther Hatch, 

Mary W. Harris, 
Mark P. Hudson, 
Melvin Harden, 
Marcus M. Hale, 
Mehitable N. Howland, 
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Names. Poll Tax. Real Estate. Per. Estate. Am/’t of Tax. 
Morris Henisee, 1 50 1 50 
Morris Henisee, 2d, 1 50 1 50 
Noah Harden, 1 50 525 137 6 72 
Noah T. Harden, 1 50 1 50 
Nahum Harden, 1 50 1,700 13] sae 7 
Nahum F, Harden, 1 50 1 50 
Nahum A. Hatch, 1 50 1 50 
Nahum C, Hale, 1 50 1 50 
Reuben Healey, 1 50 400 30 4 85 
Reuben Harden, 1 50 850 8 03 
Samuel Harris and Sisters, 1 50 450 210 6 65 
Samuel Hall, 1 50 2,270 190 20 69 
Samuel J. Hoit, 1 50 1 50 
Seth Harden, 1 50 350 4 23 
Seabury C. Hathaway, 1 50 2,500 70 21 55 
Seabury C. Hathaway, Jr. 1 50 500 5 40 
Silas Holbrook, 1 50 1 50 
Sophia Harlow, 1,350 10 53 
Stephen Hall, 1 50 1 50 
Stephen Harlow, 1 50 2,840 262 25 68 
Theodore Hobart, 1 50 900 8 52 
Thomas A. Herrick, 1 50 2,150 79 18 89 
Timothy Harlow, 1 50 400 4 62 
Thomas Hewitt, 1 50 2,500 217 22 72 
William Hudson, 1 50 1,860 82 16 63 
Willis Harden, 1 50 1,000 30 9 53 
William B. Hall, 1 50 250 3 45 
William Hodgson, 1 50 1 50 
William R. Hathaway, 1 50 1,750 697 20 61 
William Hersey, Heirs of, 2,075 212 13 18 
William F. Harden, 1 50 1 50 
William M. Hazelton, 1 50 1 50 
William W. Hersey, 1 50 1 50 
Waldo Hayward, 1 50 4,100 454 36 99 
Waldo Hayward, Jr. 1 50 1,650 317 16 77 
Zenas Harden, 1 50 400 130 5 63 
Zaccheus Hale, 1 50 1,400 205 14 06 
Lucius Ingle, 1 50 1 50 
Rebert Ingle, 1 50 625 6 41 
Abner C. Jackson, 1 50 1,535 90 14 2] 
Charles Jordan, 1 50 2,200 187 20 14 
Charles E. Jordan, 1 50 1 50 
Charles Jaquith, 1 50 1 50 
George Jackman, 1 50 1 50 
George T. Johnson, 1 50 1 50 
George M. Jenkins, 1 50 1 50 
Henry Johnson, 1 50 1 50 
James G. Johnson, 1 50 1 50 
John S. Jenness, 1 50 300 7 3 92 


Names. 
John Jones, 
John M. Jenkins, 
Merritt Jenkins, 
Merritt Jenkins, Jr. 
William W. Josselyn, 
William M. Judkins, 
William H. Johnson, 
William KE. Jewell, 
William N. Jenkins, 
Willard Johnson, 
Zebina Johnson, 


Aaron Keen, 

Asa Keith, 

Barzilla Keith & Son, 
Benjamin W. Keith, 


Benjamin & Franklin Keith, 


Caleb Keen, 

David Kingman, 
Daniel Keiff, 

Edward S. Keith, 
Edward Kingman, 
Elizabeth W. Keith, 
Ezra Kingman, 

Ezra Kingman, Heirs of, 
E. & E. Kingman, 
Francis M. Kingman, 
George Keith, 
George M. Keith, 
George F’. Keith, 
George Knowlton, 
Isaac Keith, 

Isaac Keith, 2d, 
Isaac Keith, 3d, 
Isaac N. Keith, 
James G, Knapp, 
James Kingman, 
John Knapp, 

John Kinghorn, 

John W. Kennon, 
Judah B. Keen, 
Joshua S. Keith, 
John Kenney, 

Lewis Keith, 

Levi & Heman Keith, 
Marcus M. Keith, 
Nuhum P. Keith, 
Nathan Kingman, 
Nathan Kingman, 2d, 
Newton M. Keen, 
Otis Kingman, 
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Names. 
Parlee Keith, 
Patrick Keiff, 
Patrick H. O. Keiff, 
Patrick Keiff, Jr. 
Patrick Kelly, 
Perez Keith, 
Peter Keating, Heirs of 
Robert C. Keith, 
Samuel Keith, 
Samuel Keen, 
Samuel Keen, Heirs of 
Scott Keith, 
Simeon C, Keith, 
Simeon W. Keen, 
Sidney S. Kingman, 
Thaxter Keith, 
Thatcher Keen, 
Thomas Keith, 
Willard Keith, 
William Keen, 
“William W. Keen, 
Winslow Kingman & Co. 
Zenas Keith, 
Zebina Keith, 
Zebina Keith, Jr. 
Zebina Keith, Jr. & Co. 


Alonzo W. Leach, 
Azor H. Latham, 
Caleb G. Lazell, 


C. G. Lazell & E. L. Snell, 


Charles Larkin, 
Charles Lincoln, 
Charles W. Lincoln, 
Charles A. Latham, 
David H. Lincoln, 
Elbridge G, Lyon, 
Eliab Latham, 
Francis O. Leonard, 
Galen Latham, 

Goss & Lincoln, 
George E. Luzarder, 
Henry P. Luzarder, 
Harvey Lucas, 

Isaac Lincoln, 

Isaac K. Lyon, 
Jacob Leonard, 
John Lubec, 

John Low, 

Levi Lucas, Assignees of 
Mathew Lincoln, 
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Names. 
Martin McLaughlin, 
Ruel Lincoln, 

Ruel A. Lincoln, 
Rufus A. Littlefield, 
Samuel Luzarder, 
Stephen Lang, 
Susan Latham, 
William Lincoln, 
William B. Lincoln, 
William Lines, 
William Lyons, 
William Lahea, 


Amos W, Mellen, 
Asa Mitchell, 
Cyrus Munroe, IJr., 
Cushing Mitchell, 


Cushing Mitchell, Executor 
on the Estate of Nahum 


Mitchell, 


Cushing Mitchell, Trustee, 


Daniel Morey, 
Edward Madden, 
Ethan Munroe, 
Franklin Munroe, 
George Mitchell, 
George ‘I’. Mitchell, 
George W. Mellen, 
Granville H. Munroe, 
Heard Milliken, 
Harrison O. Mitchell, 
James Mullen, 
James Munroe, 
James H. Mitchell, 
James Mahony, 

John Murrey, 

Joseph Morse, 

John Murphy, 

Levi Morse, 

Morton D. Mitchell, 
Michael P. Manly, 
Niel McMellen, 
Nymphus W. Marston, 
Patrick Morey, 
Samuel A. Morse, 
Timothy Mitchell, 
William H. Maine, 
William L, Mitchell, 


Cornelius Nash, 
Daniel L. Nash, 
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324 


1,687 


1,695 
30 


200 


Am’t of Tax. 


28 
10 
1 
20 
1} 
3 
22 
11 
1 


1 
1 
1 


1 
45 
30 
40 
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73 
08 
50 
06 
64 
79 
3] 
25 
50 
50 
50 
58 


50 
18 
67 
73 
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Names. Poll Tax. Real Estate. Per. Estate. Am/’t of Tax. 

Daniel Noonnan, 1 50 1 50 
George S. Newhall, 1 50 1 50 
Horace W. Newhall, 1 50 1 50 
Isaac Nutter, 1 50 4,229 2,244 51 89 
Isaac N. Nutter, 1 50 1 50 
Josiah E. Noyes, 1 504 375 A 46 
Loring Nash, 1 50 900 330 8 53 
Levi W. Noyes, 1 50 2,000 167 18 43 
Michael Noonnan, 1 50 1 50 
Patrick Noonnan, 1 50 1 50 
Patrick Norris, 1 50 1 50 
Samuel P. Newhall, 1 50 800 7 74 
Samuel R. Newhall, 1 50 800 44 
Cushing Otis, 1 50 2,010 97 18 66 
Carlos Osborne, 1 50 55 1 97 
Eben Osborne, 1 50 900 8 52 
George Osborne, 1 50 1 50 
Galen Osborne, 1 50 1,200 44 LEE 
Hector O. A. Orr, 1 50 1,800 150 16 71 
Joseph R. Osborne, 1 50 1 50 
Oliver M. Orr, 1 50 1 50 
Otis Osborne, 1 50 1 50 
Peleg Osborne, 1 50 1 50 
Peleg Osborne, Jr., 1 50 1 50 
Samuel A. Orr, 1 50 7,650 4,655 97 52 
Samuel A. Orr, Trustee, 2,750 21 45 
Susan Orr, 1,600 909 19 58 
William Osborne, 1 50 1 50 
William Osborne, 1 50 1 50 
Allen M. Porter, 1 50 1,215 175 12 42 
Addison Pratt, 1 50 1,850 244 17 80 
- Alonzo H. Pratt, 1 50 1 50 
Cephas A. Porter, 1 50 775 267 9 69 
Calvin Porter, 1 50 1 81 
Constant S. Peterson, 1 50 1 50 
Charles H. Paine, 1 50 1 50 
David Pratt, 1 50 500 5 40 
David Pratt, 2d, 1 50 2,775 141 24 27 
David H. Pratt, 1 50 850 8 03 
Dexter Pratt, ~ 1 50 4,115 3,190 58 52 
Edmund T. Packard, 1 50 | 1 50 
Elisha Phillips, Heirs of 633 4 9] 
Francis W. Porter, 1 50 200 800 9 30 
Francis Packard, 1 50 1,694 169 16 O1 
George H. Pratt, 1 50 1 50 
Horace M. Peck, 1 50 75 2 12 
Henry J. Potter, 1 50 1 50 
Isaac Pratt, 1 50 4,415 638 AQ) 97 
Isaac R. Porter, 1 50 200 3 06 


Names. 
James A. Perkins, 
James S, Perkins, 
John T. Pratt, 
John Porter, 
John P. Porter, 
John Parris, 
John Powers, 
Joseph H. Phipps, 
Lewis Phinney, 
Levi B. Parker, 
Mark Phillips, 
Martin Parris, 
Nathaniel Porter, 
Nathaniel Perkins, 
Nathan M. Pool, 
Orin Parris, 
‘Oliver Pratt, 
Philander Pratt, 
Sidney Packard, 
Samuel Pool, 
Samuel R. Pool, 
‘Samuel Packard, 
Thomas Parris, 
Thomas Parris, Jr. 
Thomas Peterson, 
Thomas Perkins, 
Timothy O. Paine, . 
Uriah Phelps, 
Wadsworth Phillips, 
William F. Pratt, 
William Pratt, 


O’Brien Quigley, 
Patrick Quigley, 


Aaron Ramsdall, 
Allen Rogers, 
Amasa L. Robinson, 
Andrew H. Reed, 
Andrew A. Reed, 


Benjamin R. Robinson, 


Calvin Reed, 
Charles Rogers, 
Dexter Reed, 
Daniel Reed, 
Daniel N. Reed, 
David P. Raynolds, 
David Roach, 
David Roach, 2d, 
Everett Rose, 
George A. Reed, 
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PellePax. 
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50 
50 
50 


50 
50: 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
op 
30 
50 
50 
50 
59 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 


50 


. 30 


Real Estate. 


750 
70 


1,600 


2,900 
225 
120 
1,575 
800 
450 
84 
55 
850 
1,275 

1,500 


1,400 
1,000 


215 


450 
4,325 
2.800 
3 295 


320 
150 


550 
2.500 
1,000 
3,100 
1,150 
2,150 

700 
3,235 

250 


Per. Estate. 


30 


250 
37 
37 


30 
110 
70 


149 


360 


1,500 
137 
237 

30 
292 


300 
155 


Am’t of Tax. 
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Names. 
George L. Rubery, 
Horace A. Ripley, 
Heman Randall, 
Isaac Reed, 

Isaac Reed, Jr., 
James Rollins, 
James T. Reed, 
Jacob A. Rogers, 
Joseph Ramsdall, 
Josiah Richmond, 
Josiah Reed, 

John P. Reed, 
John Reed, 

James Ryadon, 
Joseph Reed, 
Joseph Reed, Jr., 
Lucius Remmick, 
Lucius P. Raymond, 
Marcus Robinson, 
Marcus T.. Reed, 
Martin Rounds, 
Nathaniel Ramsdall, 
Parris & Richards, 
Perez Robinson, 
Quincy Reed, 
Rufus L. Richards, 
Simeon Richmond, 
Simeon W. Richmond, 
Seth L. Randall, 
Thomas Rogers, 
Wallace Rust, 
Wallace R. Ripley, 
Wales Rogers, 
Welcome O. Reed, 
William Ramsdall, 
William Reed, 
William B. Ripley, 
William F. Rounds, 
William Rust, 
Zeba Richards, 


Andrew J. Shaw, 
Adam Stetson, Heirs of 
Andrew J. Stetson, 
Alonzo Sharp, 
Austin Sanford 
Baalis Sanford, 
Baker & Sprague, 
Benjamin Siddall, . 
Charles J. Smith, 
Charles Siddall, 

7 
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Poll Tax. 
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50 
50 
50 


50 
50 
50 
50 
30 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
00 
50 


Real Estate. 


1,770 

875 
1,500 
2.300 
3,000 
2,012 

600 


950 
1,946 
900 
1,710 
2,190 
700 
1,415 
568 
900 
1,595 
225 
2,200 
550 


2,200 
2.950 


450 


500 
50 


750 


850 


2,060 


1,325 


Per. Estate. 


860 


80 
667 
525 


842 


30 
525 
oO” 
87 
267 


Q14 
1,400 


119 
500 
1,600 
178 
200 
100 
1,300 
305 


500 


3” 


517 
150 


1,530 
900 


Am/’t of Tax. 
8 21 

~ 1 50 
1 50 
13 81 
8 98 
18 43 
23 57 
24 90 
23 73 
6 18 
1 50 
9 04 
20 84 
& 83 

‘ 15 55 
20 69 
1 50 
8 46 
14 22 
16 87 
8 52 
14 92 
3 90 
3 26 
13 98 
1 50 
20 06 
7 30 


Names. 
Charles Short, 
Charles M. Staples, 
Christopher B. Smith, 
Clark Swallow, 
David Standish, 
David H. Smith, 
Darius Shaw, 

Edwin L. Snell, 
Ezra F, Sampson, 
Frederick 8. Strong, 
George H. Savory, 
George Sprague, 
George W. Shaw, 
George Spooner, 
Henry J. Starbuck, 
Hugh Stran, 

Henry Sturtevant, 
Jabez H. Sturtevant, 
James Siddall, 
James Siddall, Jr. 
James F. Severance, 
James W. Soule, 
James Swasey, 
James N. Sweeting, 
John H. Sturtevant, 
John Soule, . 

John M., Stetson, 
John H. Scribner, 
John F. Steingardt, 


John F. Steingardt, Jr., 


Joseph A. Steingardt, 
Joseph Shaw, 

Joshua Sturtevant, 
Kimball E. Shildon, 
Leonard Seaver, 
Lebbeus Smith, 
Martin Shaw, 

Martin Sumner, 
Nahum B. Smith, 


Poll Tax. 


Pe a Se a eS el re el Oe el ee ee 


Nahum B. Smith, Guardian, 


Nathan P. Soule, 


Nathan T’. Snell, Heirs of 


Nathan F. Snell, 


Nathaniel Southworth, 


Nathaniel S. Snow, 
Phillips & Sheldon, 
Peleg Stetson, 
Reuben Shaw, 
Richard M. Smith, 
Samuel Seaver, 
Samuel Shaw, 


— 


—— a a! 


18 


Real Estate. 


300 

375 
1,500 
2.700 


A75 


Per. Estate. Am/’t of Tax. 
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Names. Poll Tax. Real Estate. Per. Estate. Am/’t of Tax. 
Samuel Shaw, Jr. 1 50 1 50 
Samuel Shaw and Son, 1,000 7 80 
Samuel D. Shaw, 1 50 9,400 2,894 97 36 
Samuel Smith, 1 50 1 50 
Samuel C. Smith, 1 50 760 7 43 
Thomas G. Stetson, 1 50 1 50 
William Smith, Heirs of 800 6 24 
William G. Sampson, 1 50 300 3 84 
William W. Smith, 1 50 1 50 
William N. Soule, 1 50 945 8 91 
William N. Shaw, 1 50 1 50 
William S. Sampson, 1 50 V715 107 8 44 
Walter Severance, 1 50 1,450 12 71 
Zenas W. Sturtevant, 1 50 50 1 89 


50 —«:1,900 16 32 
50 950 200 10 47 
50 12,800 691 106 72 


Bartholomew Trow, 
Bartholomew Trow, Jr. 
Barnabas Thatcher, 
Charles Thatcher, 
Charles Thrasher, 
Charles Thompson, 


50 «1,085: 10 60 
50  —-1,550 175 14 99 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
Charles Tenney, 1 50 1 50 
Cyrus Thrasher, 1.50 100 2 28 
Daniel Thrasher, 1 50 50 1 89 
Daniel Tribou, 1 50 600 6 18 
Daniel W. Tribou, 1 50 1 50 
David L. Tinkham, 1 50 1 50 
Elijah H. Tolman, 1 50 1 50 
George A. Trow, 1 50 2,500 400 24 12 
James ‘Toohey, 1 50 400 4 62 
John Thayer, 1 50 500 * 5 40 
John B. Thayer, 1 50 1 50 
John B. Thurston, Heirs of 450 3 51 
John R. Thurston, 1 50 300 114 4 78 
Jeremiah D. Thurlow, 1 50 400 4 62 
Mercer V. Tilson, 1 50 1 50 
Peleg ‘Thompson, 1 50 750 7 35 
Ruth Torrey, . 1,880 14 66 
Silvanus Tinkham, 1 50 450 5 Ol 
Samuel W. Tilson, 1 50 1,390 115 13 28 
Seth Thompson, 1 50 1 50 
William Terrill, 1 50 3,600 30 29 81 
William Terrill, 1 50 100 2 28 
James Underwood, 1 50 1 50 
Joseph Underwood, 3 00 1,150 50 12 36 
Joseph Underwood, Jr. 1 50 1 50 
James Vallance, 1 50 1 50 
John Vosmos, 1 50 1,450 37 13 12 


Josiah O. Vinton, 1 50 800 7 74 


Names. 
Joseph Vinton, 
Nathaniel Vaughn, 
Nicholas Valla, 
William Vinton, 


Albert D. Wheeler, 
Alden Washburn, Heirs of 
Asa 'T’. Whitman, 
Asaph Whitmarsh, 
Allen Washburn, 
Allen Whitman, 
Alice Whitman, 
Benjamin Ward, 
Benjamin H. Washburn, 
Benjamin F. Washburn, 
Benjamin White, 
Benjamin M. White, 
Calvin S. Whitman, 
Calvin Wade, 

Charles C. Whitman, 
Charles G. Wood, 
Cushing White, 
Daniel E. Willis, 
Daniel Whitman, 
Ebenezer Whitmarsh, 
Edward Woodman, . 
Elbridge G. Winsor, 
Eleazar Whitman, 
Ezra Whitmarsh, 
Ezra 8. Whitmarsh, 
Ezekiel Whitman, * 
Ezekiel R. Waterman, 
Francis Washburn, 
Francis Worcester, 
Freedon Whitman, 
Galen Willis, 

Gideon Wilbur, 
George A. West, 
George A. Wright, 
Greenough Wood, 
George L. Whitman, 
George Wildey, 
Harrison Whitman, 
Harrison W. White, 
Henry Whiting, 
Horace Worcester, 
Hosea F. Whidden, 
Isaac Washburn, 
James R. Whitmarsh, 
John A. Whiting, 
John A. Williams, 
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Real Estate. 


775 
1,050 
3,200 


100 
934 
3.250 
2.550 
375 


2.995 
125 
1,400 


50 
2,000 


350 
400 
4,900 
1,935 


300 
2.583 
2.445 


4,700 


4,000 
4,335 


1,500 
* 


800 
2.000 


3.400 
4225 


5,350 
800 
1,685 


Per. Estate. 
225 
900 
687 

1,390 
320 
375 
2795 

1,200 
212 


125 
437 


162 


Am/’t of Tax. 
3 29 

14 60 

9 69 

31 84 


10 78 
7 25 
29 74 
24 35 
6 64 
1 50 
9 36 
1 50 
26 54 
3 Oz 
15 35 
1 50 
1 89 
18 35 
1 50 
1 50 
4 23 
4 62 
42 68 
18 35 
1 50 
3 84 
22 23 
22 56 
1 50 
104 77 
13 20 
1 50 
32 70 
1.9% 
65 85 
21 70 
1 50 


74 


17 88 
1 50 
1 50 
45 18 
42 29 
1 50 
1 50 
2 90 
44 71 
779 
15 33 
1 50 
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Names. Poll Tax. Real Estate. Per. Estate. Am/’t of Tax. 

John H. Waterman, 1 50 1 50 
_ John Waterman, 1 50 2,250 1,314 29 27 
~ John W. Wright, 1 50 50 200 3 45 
John W. Worcester, 1 50 1 50 
John. Wade, 1 50 3,000 254. 26 85 
John Wade, Jr. 1 50 1 50 
Joseph C, White, 1 50 1,000 1,200 18 66 
Joseph W. Willis, 1 50 1 50 
Josiah Whitman, 1 50 1,400 154 13 59 
Levi Wright, 1 50 1 50 
Levi C. Wright, 1 50 1,150 212 12 Il 
Lewis Waterman, 1 50 1 50 
_Levi Washburn, Jr., Heirs of 3,105 24 26 
Levi Whitmarsh, 1 50 1,025 150 10 70 
Lot Whitmarsh, 1 50 1 50 
Luke Worcester, 1 50 2,050 7 17 57 
Lysander Washburn, 1 50 650 6 57 
Martin Whiting, 1 50 1,938 142 17 72 
Mary Whitmarsh, 1,150 800 15 21 
Melzar Waterman, 1 50 1 50 
Mehitable Willis, 125 1 O01 
Mercena A. Whitman, 1 50 2,500 306 23 89 
Michael Winn, 1 50 1 50 
Nabby Whitman, 1,500 60 12 47 
Nathan Whitman, 1 50 6,250 1,439 61 48 
Nathan D. Whitman, 1 50 1 50 
Nathaniel Waterman, 1 50 150 2 67 
Nehemiah White, 1 50 500° 5 40 
Nicholas Wade, 1 50 3,700 282 32 54 
Noah A. Washburn, 1 50 1 50 
Obadiah West, 1 50 1,300 214 13 28 
Oliver Wade, 1 50 1 50 
Oliver G. Whitmarsh, 1 50 600 618 
Orace Washburn, 1 50 1 50 
Patrick Welsh, 1 50 1 50 
Patrick Whayland, 1 50 300 3 84 
Philo B. Wilcox, 1 50 125 2 51 
Robert Wade, 1 50 1,100 192 11 46 
Samuel F.. White, 1 50 2,150 A482 22 40 
Sarah B. Whitman, 4,000 67 ol 75 
Sampson Washburn, 1 50 800 40 8 05 
Shaw & Ward, 3,770 1,531 Al 41 
Seldon Washburn, 1 50 1,010 9 38 
Seldon M. Washburn, 1 50 1 50 
Simeon G. Whitmarsh, 1 50 1,150 241 15 07 
Simeon Wood, 1 50 1,400 30 12 65 
Susanna Whitman, 640 1,607 17 55 
Thomas White, 1 50 1 50 
Thomas Whitmarsh, 1 50 4,204 380 37 22 
Thomas Wade, 1 50 1 50 
Thatcher P. Wright, 1 50 1 50 
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Names. Poll Tax. Real Estate. Per. Estate. Am/’t of Tax. 
Ward Whitcomb, 1 50 450 4 5 09 
William E. Whitman, 1 50 725 7 19 
William J. Walch, 1 50 1 50 
William Wilbur, 1 50 1 50 
William W. Wildes, 1 50 1 50 
William Woodman, 1 50 1 50 
Willard Whitman, 1 50 5,425 2,859 66 16 
Winslow Whitman, 1 50 75 2 12 
Charles P. Young, 1 50 525 5 63 
Welcome Young, 1 50 5,590 125 45 80 

9 Seance Aiea 


NON-RESIDENTS. 


ABINGTON. 

Names. Real Estate. Tax. 
Clarissa Alden, $1,700 $13 62 
Henry Alden, Heirs of 800 6 24 
Jane Bate, 50 39 
Benjamin F, Churchill, 50 39 
William P. Cothell, 165 1 33 
William P. Cothell, Guardian, 1,500 11 70 
Christopher Dyer, » 200 1 56 
Edward Dyer, 750 3 85 
Samuel Dyer, 50 39 
Daniel M. Fullerton, 270 2 ae 
Harvey Fullerton, 100 78 
Jacob Fullerton, Heirs of 230 1 87 
Spencer Fullerton, 50 39 
Davis Gurney, 50 39 
Daniel Gurney, 220 Li tk 
Edward Gurney, 550 3 ol 
Cushing Harden, Heirs of j 120 94 
James S. Harden, 90 70 
Marshall Humble, 150 1) 
Mary Harden, 250 1 95 
Ephraim S. Jenkins, 330 2 57 
Benjamin King, Heirs of 1,250 9 75 
Eliab M. Noyes, 915 7 18 
Eliab M. Noyes & Co. 780 6 08 
Mary Nash, Heirs of 1,300 10 14 
Noah Pool, Heirs of 3900 2 73 
Samuel Norton, 5,450 42 dl 
Alvin Porter, 100 78 
Ebenezer Porter, 440 3 43 
Franklin Peterson, 1,560 12 17 
Cyrus Reed, Heirs of 315 2 50 


Ebenezer Reed, 100 78 
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Names. Real Estate. 


Marcus Reed, 
Nahum Reed, 
Samuel Reed, 2d, 
Ezra Trufant, 
Jared Whitman, 
Samuel Wilks, 


AMERICUS, GA. 


Minot C. Shaw, 


BOSTON. 


Samuel Dillaway, 
James Eaton & Co. 
Alden Harlow, 
Harlow Harden, 
Henry M. Jenkins, 
Keen & Kennedy, 
Lysander Keith, 
Robert Orr, 
Bradbury C. Randall, Heirs of 
William B. Randall, 
Samuel R. Smith, 
Sarah Whitman, 


BARNSTABLE. 


George Marston, 


BRIDGEWATER. 


Mary Bates, 

Calvin Hayward, Heirs of 
Benjamin B. Hayward, 
John J. Howard, 

Mitchell Hooper, 
Elbridge Keith, 

Caleb Mitchell, 

Jacob Robinson, Heirs of | 
Nahum Stetson, 

Abram Washburn, Heirs of 
Eli Wheeler, 

John D. Willis, 

Simeon D. Wood, 


- CALIFORNIA. 


Cornelius B. Pease, 


CHELSEA. 


William B. Woodruff, 
Maria Chace, 


900 
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NORTH BRIDGEWATER. 


Names. 
Henry Curtis, Heirs of 
Isaac F’, Curtis, 
Daniel Hayward, 
Peleg S. Harden, 
Zina Hayward, 2d, 
Benjamin I". Jackson, 
Albert Kingman, 
Edwin H. Kingman, 
Eliphalet Kingman, 
E. H. & E. Kingman, 
I, & E. Kingman, 
Isaac Kingman, 
Jabez Kingman, 
John W. Kingman, 
Levi Leach, 
Marcus Leach, 
Oliver Leach, 
Oliver Leach, Heirs of 
Alvah Noyes, 
Ephraim Noyes, 
Marcus Packard, 
Nahum Perkins, 
Addison Shaw, 
Addison & Zibeon Shaw, 
Elijah Tolman, 
Enos Thayer, 
John Thompson, 


Real Estate. 
300 
625 
241 
450 
125 

40 
275 
50 
54 
246 
375 
666 
500 
880 
500 
100 
120 
475 
790 
150 
50 
340 
600 
150 
1,450 
550 
300 


WEST BRIDGEWATER. 


Jacob H. Crossman, 
Thompson B. Caldwell, 
Amasa Field, 

Jason French, 

William G. Field, 
Andrew B. Holmes, 
Plyna Hayward, 
Thomas Hayward, 
George W. Johnson, 
Galen K. Richards, 
John Richards, 

Justin W. Richards, 
Luther Richards, 
Samuel & George Ryder 
Charles Thayer, 

Earl Thayer, 

Richard Thayer, 

Olive Washburn, 


z 


2325 
350 
900 

37 

125 
125 
320 
200 
765 
250 
450 
985 
120 
300 

1,400 

2.250 

1,260 
700 


Names. 


Caleb Swan, 
John Torrey, 


Melvin Holmes, Heirs of 


Benjamin Parris, 
Jonathan Parris, 
Mathew Parris, 
William A. Peaseley, 


Edward Cushing, Heirs of 


Ensign Crocker, 

Isaac Cushing, Heirs of 
Alpheus C. Harden, 
Isaac Hobart, 

Isaac Hudson, 

Amos Jones, 

Isaiah Keen, 

Luther Keen, 

Nabby Phillips, 

Heman Soper, Heirs of 
Ezekiel Turner, 

Ira Thomas, 


John M. Soule, 
George Whitmarsh, 
.Joshua Whitmarsh, 


Edward Hobart, 
Charles Barstow, 
Nahum Ward, 
Lydia Clark, 


Lucius Alden, 


25 


EASTON. 


Real Estate. 


500 
250 


HALIFAX. 


HANSON. 


MIDDLEBORO’. 


NEW ORLEANS. 
18,000 


PEMBROKE. 
8,032 

ROXBURY. 
200 


SOUTH BOSTON, 
1,300 


SALEM. 
1,532 


Personal. 


1,084 


143 82 


62 63 


I 56 


10 14 


11 93 
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SOMERSET. 

Names. Real Estate. Tax 
Mount Hope Iron Company, 3,720 28 86 
Francis D. Litchfield, 025 413 

TAUNTON. 

Calvin Kingman, 1,100 8 58 
Richmond Pickens & Co., 1,500 11 70 
WAREHAM. 

Charles W. Harris, 50 6 63 
Oliver Washburn, 1,100 8 58 
NEW YORK. 

Charles J. Doughty, 750 5 85 
Alexis C. Miller, 225 1.79 


AMOUNT OF ASSESSMENT. 


State tax, ; > A : é ; $ 382 50 
County tax, . ; ; : ; : 1,296 97 
Town grant, . : : : : 9,800 00 
Overlayings, . , . : : / 71 68 

_ Total, : ; : : . $11,551 15 


AMOUNT OF PROPERTY AND POLLS ASSESSED. 


Real Estate, 4 ; $ 1,047,160 00 
Personal Estate, . : 266,450 00—$ 1,313,610 00 
Number of Polls, : : : : ‘ 870 
Tax on Real Estate, . ‘ . $8,167 84 
Tax on Personal Estate, : ; 2,078 3l 
Tax on Polls, ; : , 1,305 00-——$ 11,551 Io 


Scale of Tax, 7 cents 8 mills. 


SAMUEL G. ALDEN, 


GEORGE BRYANT, Assessors 
CHARLES A. LDEN, 


of 
E. Bridgewater. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SELECTMEN AND OVERSEERS OF THE POOR 


OF THE TOWN OF 


HAST BRIDGEW ATER, 


FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING FEB. 28, 1863. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


FOR THE YEAR 1862-3. 
oy 


BOS LONG 
PRESS OF T. R. MARVIN & SON, 42 CONGRESS STREET. 
1863. 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


® 


Tue Selectmen of the Town of East BripGEwaTER 
submit the following Report of Receipts and Expen- 
ditures of said Town, for the year ending February 
28, 1863. 


EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLS, FOR 1862-63. 
Union District, Nos. 1, 8 and 9.—Scholars, 291. 


Their proportion of money for 1862, . a $938 03 
Balance due from last year, : : : 36 31 
$ 974 34 
Paid George L. Faxon, for teaching, . $100 00 
ss Eugene Sanger, : : : 50 00 
‘s Hattie A. George, : J : 152 00 
« Lucy M. Loring, ais cet 132 00 
“© Mary E. Trow, . d ; 132 00 
« Samuel P. Allen, : : : 65 00 
« J.C. W. Coxe, : : P 123° 75 
Balance due from treasury, . : . 239 59 
— $974 34 


District No. 2.—Scholars, 48. 


Their proportion of money for 1862, . : ¥#'''$ 198° 50 
Balance due from last year, : ; : . 14 81 


Se 


$ 213 31 


4 


Paid Lucy J. Hayden, for teaching, . | 184 37 
«* Contingent expenses, ‘ 9 67 
Balance due from treasury, : . 19 27 


District No. 3.—Scholars, 67. 


Their proportion of money for 1862, 
Balance due from last year, 


Paid E. O. Grover, for teaching, . ‘ $105 00 
«© Alice Richards, “ ; ; 39 00 
Balance due from treasury, : : 165 81 


District No. 4.—Scholars, 121. 
Their proportion of money for 1862, 


Paid Jennie B. Dearborn, for teaching, $130 30 


«© Mary ,K. Alden, RS are, 112 05 
«© Alice Howard, 3 ; : 60 00 
“Contingent expenses, : ; 66 24 


District No. 5.—Scholars, 48. 
Their proportion of money for 1862, 


Paid Mary J. Alden, for teaching, : $137 50 


«« Contingent expenses, . ‘ 4 14 40 
Overdrawn last year, . ; ; 1 00 
Balance due from treasury, . ; : 45 60 


$213 31 


$242 77 
67 04 


$ 309 81 


$ 309 81 


$ 368 59 


$ 368 59 


-$ 198 50 


$ 198 50 


~ 


o 


District No. 6.—Scholars, 55. 


Their proportion of money for 1862, 

Balance due from last year, 

Paid K. O. Grover, for teaching, . $85 15 
cs 6K. W. Holmes, “ 204 50 
« Contingent expenses, 11 79 

Balance due from treasury, 4 00 

District No. 7.—Scholars, 64. 

Their proportion of money for 1862, 

Balance due from last year, 

Paid L. E. Noyes, for teaching, $ 360 00 
« Contingent expenses, . 3 36 

District No. 10.—Scholars, 44. 

Their proportion of money for 1862, 

Balance due from last year, . 

Paid Mary E. Springer, for teaching, $132 08 
« Boarding teacher, 54 00 
‘« Contingent expenses, 9 74 

Overdrawn, 
a 
Nahum Haitch.—1 Scholar. 
His proportion of money for 1862, 
Paid teaching in Hanson, 


$ 214 81 
90 63 


$ 305 44 


$ 305 44 


$ 258 58 
104 78 


$ 363 36 


‘$ 363 36 


$189 18 
5 8) 


$195 03 


$195 82 
79 


$195 03 


$4 76 
4 76 
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Joseph Foster.—1 Scholar. 


His proportion of money for 1862, . : yng ate 
Balance due from treasury, . : : - 4 76 


Ebenezer Alger.—1 Scholar. 


His proportion of money for 1862, . : . $4 16 
Balance due from treasury, . : J : 4 76 


Edward Y. Hayward.—1 Scholar. 


His proportion of money for 1862, . : : ; $4 76 
Balance due from treasury, . : ‘ ! 4 76 


ALMSHOUSE ACCOUNT. : 


Dr. 
Inventory, February 28, 1862, . ii 8B1, 3882158 
Warden’s salary, ; : : : 227 08 
Interest on farm, ¢ 4 j 210 00 
Interest on stock and ee F : 28 00 
Sundry persons for supplies, j Shir 337 63 
Due from sundry persons, Feb. 28, 62, 13 32 
$2,208 56 
Cr. 
Inventory, February 28, 1863, . - ‘$1,396 17 
Due from sundry persons, . ; 68 49 
Work by warden and inmates on ‘igh: 
ways, by order of Selectmen, ; 21 00 
$1,485, 66 


ee 


Cost of supporting poor at the house, : - $722 90 


Whole number of paupers during the year, . - 32 
Average number during the year, . : : . 5s 
Present number at the house, . : : : : 5 


Average cost per week for support, . * : - $2.58 
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EXPENSES OF SUPPORTING THE. POOR OUT 


THE ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid for the support of Jotham C. Pratt and family, 


ee 


ce 


“ “6 Mrs. Barton Bates and children, 
6 “< Mrs. L. Keith, Jr., 

“ “6 Mrs. L. 8. Hathaway <«“ 

6 “ Mrs. Deborah Bates 

s a ae Mrs. Peleg Osborn, Jr. « 

é 6 Mrs. Mary B. Maine “ 

6 ¢ Martin Keen’s children, 

fie. 25 4 Ephraim Bell and family, 

- “4 Nahum Ramsdall and family, . 
“e “e Samuel Sturtevant and family, 
us fs Oliver Sharp, 

“e <e Thomas Howard, 

se 66 Sybil P. Dunbar, 

6e “c Lucina Mitchell, 


City of New Bedford, support of Melissa Mitchell, 


<é 66 Adeline Hines 
and children, 

Town of Weymouth, for ethane of Rufus K. 
Osborn’s child, : 


ROADS, BRIDGES AND CULVERTS. 


Paid Eliab Latham, work on road, 


ce 


Sidney Allen, 6s 

David Brown, “6 

Henry J. Starbuck, 

Simeon Richmond, “ . 
Charles A. Latham, work on rial: , 
Samuel W. Tillson, 6 y 
Wm. H. Bates, <¢ 

Nathaniel Perkins, work on culvert, 
Nathan Chamberlain, 6 } : 
Leonard Hill, work on railing for causeways, 
Samuel G. Alden, lumber for bridge, 


$69 
oF 
62 
6 
82 
12 
41 
11 
20 
19 
101 
43 
2 
36 
20 
2 


18 
32 


$ 622 


OF 


7d 


00 


05 


00 
18 
80 
20 
D1 
78 
4] 
00 
80 
00 
64 
97 


v 
8 


Paid Bela Hill, stone for culverts, 


6¢ 


6e 


a9 


Israel Hobart, <“ 

Charles W. Siddall, iron work for biipe, 
N. Whitman’s estate, for gravel, 

Benj. R. Robinson, Ks 


David Brown, 
Asa 'T. Whitman, 


ce 


ce 


E. B. Iron Co., for cinder, 


$13 50 


1 
5 78 
47 


$219 51 


EXPENSE OF CLEARING THE ROAD FROM SNOW. 


Paid Isaac Brown, Jr., $3 33{ Paid Samuel Hall, 50 
‘© Seldon Washburn, 83) * David Brown, 1 57 
‘6 Michael Feeney, 100) “ Henry J. Starbuck, 50 
‘¢ N. M. Marston, 1 33; “ Charles F. Shaw, 50 
“© Charles McCarter, 83; “ John F. Steingard, 50 
“ Calvin Chamberlain, 3 75| “ Asa T. Whitman 1 00 
“George Andrews, . 124; * Wm. W. Keen, 62 
‘« N.Whitman’s Estate, 10 48; “ Caleb T. Keen, | 62 
‘¢ Simeon Curtis, 37| “ Timothy T. Harlow, 1325 
«© Albert D. Wheeler, 37| * Benjamin M. Ackerman, 1 68 
« Blaney P. Beals, 37; “ Cephas A. Porter, 2 25 
‘© George B. Howland, 37| % William Keen, 18 
*“ Samuel W. Tillson, 37, © William Tirrell, 1 00 
‘© Nathaniel Ramsdall, 50; “ Israel Hobart, 2 00 
“ J, & H. Keith, 2 73) “ Theodore Hobart, re 
“Martin Whiting, 67 eee 
“ George Keith, 67 $46 32 
‘© Wadsworth Phillips, 1 25, 

INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 
Sundries. 

Paid Bridgewater Fire Company for services, $8 00 
«© 'T, R. Marvin & Son, printing reports and ates 63 96 
«© Old Colony Memorial, printing, 1 50 
«© Tsaac N. Nutter, school books, . i 145 
« Samuel G. Alden, repairing Town House, . 86 72 
ss P. T. Washburn, hearse, . . 145 00 
«¢ Charles Thompson, express agent, 7 87 
« ‘Town of Hanson, tax on Cedar swamp, 50 
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Paid C. A. S. Perkins & Co., printing, 


ee 


6¢ 


Samuel G. Alden, lumber for hearse house, 
Samuel R. Newhall, repairs on ‘s 
Charles W. Siddall, iron work for “ 
Henry H. Mitchell, examining volunteers, 
Asa Millet, examining military exempts, 
John B. Fisher, recruiting purposes, . 


Samuel Bates, “ 
Alfred Griffin, “ 
Levi Churchill, «6 
B. W. Harris, “ 
George Bryant, a 
Abington Band, ad 
Isaac N. Nutter, 6c 
B. R. Alden, ss 
Postage, 


Telegraph Batch! 

George Bryant, stationery, ; : 
George Bryant, rail road fare and expenses, 
Charles I’. Shaw, enforcing the dog law, 
Charles I. Shaw, killing one dog, 

Military aid to 119 volunteers’ families, 
Bounties to 79 recruits, 


For abatement of oe 1861 and 1862, 


ce 


ce 


Town Officers and Committees. 


Paid Edward O. Grover, school committee, 1861, 


George Bryant, selectman, 

Samuel G. Alden, 

Charles A. Latham, 

George Bryant, assessor, . 

Samuel G. Alden, 

Charles A. Latham, ; : 
George Bryant, overseer of the poor, 
Samuel G. Alden, 

Charles A. Latham, ; 
Baalis Sanford, school committee, 
Isaac N. Nutter, recording town meeting,’ . 


Isaac N. Nutter, births, marriages and deaths, 


2 
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Paid Judah B. Keen, sexton, . : : ; . $89 08 
« B. R. Alden, constable, . : ‘ : 25 50 
«; B. R. Alden, hiring money, : ; : 17 40 

$15,885 35 


we | 
RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 


Paid for schooling, -. ‘ : . $2,464 46 
s ‘for support of the poor, ' 1,344 95 
«« for repairing roads, bridges and palgerts 219 d1 
«* for clearing roads from snow, : : : 46 32 
«‘ for incidentals, . : . y F . 15,885 35 

$19,960 59 
DEBTS. 

Notes and interest, payable on demand, ; . $24,315 00 

Outstanding orders, . : h : : fs 1,496 02 

Due the several school districts, . : : : 486 76 

$ 26,297 78 
CREDITS. 


Available means of the Town to pay the above. 
Due from the State, on account of military aid furnished 


volunteers’ families, . ; : - $8,023 89 
Due from other Towns, for the carpet of paupers, 175 53 
Cash and taxes uncollected, in the hands of B. R. , 

Alden, Treasurer and Collector, , : : 2,851 91. 
Balance against the Town, . ; 4 } - 15,246 45 

$ 26,297 78 


Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE BRYANT, 
SAMUEL G. ALDEN, 
CHARLES A. LATHAM, 
. Selectmen of East Bridgewater. 
East Bridgewater, February 28, 1863. 
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REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER. 


B. R. Alden, Treasurer, in account with the Town. 


Dr. 

1862.—Feb. 25. 
To balance of taxes and cash on hand, . $2,531 63 
Contmitment of taxes for 1862, 14,498 13 
Cash from Thos. Rogers, on acc’t of liquor agency, 70 00 
« from Lakeville, for support of paupers, 34 00 
* from Plymouth, for «“ op 45 20 
** from dog licenses, ) 83 50 
«< from State school fund, 128 00 
«* from State Treasurer, for State aid, 2,346 84 
‘* from Quincy Ins. Co., return premium, 15 00 
‘* from 8. D. Shaw, error on order, 10 00 
‘«* borrowed on Town notes, 13,985 00 
’ $33,747 30 

Cr. 

1863.—Feb. 25. 
By cash paid on military orders, $14,831 91 
«¢ paid on miscellaneous orders, 6,083 03 
« discount on taxes for 1862, 1,138 97 
«¢ paid for collection of taxes for 1862, 144 98 
«© paid State tax, 8,060 00 
«< paid County tax, 1,646 83 
«paid ‘Town notes, 3,158 00 
«< _ paid interest on notes, -831 67 
$ 30,895 39 
Balance of taxes and cash on hand, 2,851 91 
$33,747 30 


B. R. ALDEN, Treasurer. 


Bast Bridgewater, Feb. 27, 1863. 


We, the undersigned, have this day settled with B. R. Alden, Treasurer, and 
find the items of his account properly entered and vouched for, and hereby 


certify that the above is a true abstract thereof. 


GEORGE BRYANT, 


SAMUEL G. ALDEN, 
CHARLES A. LATHAM, 


East Bridgewater, Feb. 27, 1863. 


Selectmen of East Bridgewater. 


ASSESSORS’ DEPARTMENT. 


Amount of Real Estate assessed, May 1, 1862, $1,034,262 00 — 
Amount of Personal Estate assessed, May 1, 1862, 238,769 00 


SCTE f tent ey  U Laler bas. dik ete ale yah Oe ae Oe 


Per cent on true value, one cent on the dollar, for State, County, 
and Town Taxes. Poll Tax, $2.00. Number of Polls, 900. Num- 
ber of Acres of Land assessed, 11,341. Number of Dwelling-Houses, 
O50. 


Town Grant (combined), : : 5 ; . $9,200 00 
State Tax, . : : f 5 ; : . OO UU 
County Tax, . ; A : : 5 : . 1,646 83 
Overlayings, . : 1 : ; ; : 549 30 | 
Assessed since Benita . : : : : 42 00 
Total amount assessed and committed, . : $14,498 13 


GEORGE BRYANT, 
SAMUEL G. ALDEN, 
CHARLES A. LATHAM, 


Assessors of Hast Bridgewater. 
East Bridgewater, Feb. 28, 1863. 


NUMBER OF DOGS LICENSED, 1862. 


Seventy-one male dogs, at $1.00 each, . 4 ; - $71 00 
Four female dogs, at $5.00 each, , ; ‘ - 20 00 


$9100 
Paid Chas. F'. Shaw, for enforcing dog law, $10.00 
« Chas. F. Shaw, for killing one dog, 50 


« J. N. Nutter, fee for licensing dogs, 7.00 18 00 


Balance in fayor of the Town, . c ‘ $73 00 
ISAAC N. NUTTER, Zown Clerk. 
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LIQUOR AGENT’S REPORT. 


Charles J. Smith, in ace’t with the Town of East Bridgewater. 


DR. 


To cash rec’d from the sale of liquors, from March 28, 


1862, to Feb’y 28, 1863, 


CR. 
By cash paid Thos. Rogers, 
« =-paid E. F. Porter, 
«« paid for license, . 
«¢ paid for freight and express, 
«< paid Agent’s salary, 
«© on hand, Feb. 28, 1863, 


Profit and Loss Account. 
CR. 
By stock on hand, Feb. 28, 1863, 


‘© cash on hand, 


DR. 
To stock rec’d, March 28, 1862, 


Profit, 


$869 22 


$46 77 
478 99 
20 00 
9 80 
88 00 
225 66 


$869 22 


$601 92 
220 66 


$827 58 


Recorded in East Bridgewater, from Jan. 1, 1862, 


A 
° 


a 
KOO DmANIAa a wD eS 


lat 
bo 
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BIRTHS REGISTERED DURING THE YEAR 


1862. 
Date. 
Jan. 11, 
April 21, 

7. 320: 
May 7, 
I 9; 
vy 29, 
2 Ue 
June 2, 
My 6, 
7/7, 130, 
Aug. 4, 
I 13 
TPH 
iim AS; 
Sept. 15, 
Yn a 
Debi apes 
i 8, 
Nov. 12, 
Vee ACY 
W. 2B, 
Dec. 17, 
We? Yas, 
DBs 


Males, 
Females, 


Total, 


14 


INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, 


Names of Groom and Bride. 


to Jan. 1, 1863. 


J teeth Augustine Steingardt and Mary Lord Enos. 


Lysander Keith 


Charles Lafayette Adams 


James Coolican 
Walter J. Greenwood 
James Madison Allen 
George Henry Elwell 
Owen McGuire 

Simeon Curtis Keith 
George Parker Spooner 
Joseph Manly Whitman 
George Austin Wheeler 
Joshua Cook 

Jared B. Allen 
Charles V. Howard 
David Henry Gurney 
John Riordan 

Samuel Bates 

William B. Smith 
William Lewis Beal 
O’Brien Quigley 
Andrew Adams Reed 
Gilbert Brown 

Mark Phillips 


4/ 


// 


Mary H. Stanton. 
Mary T. Lyon. 
Adriana Maxim. 
Lucretia W. Wright. 
Cordelia F. Sampson> 
Nancy Jane Bourne. 
Hannah Norris. 
Laura C. Sherman. 
Henrietta Walsh. 
Lizzie Davis Monroe. 
Eliza Jane Darey. 
Lorentha B. Hathaway. 
Martha E. Atkins. 
Augusta M. Holmes. 
Martha Sturtevant. 
Catharine Morey. 
Harriet B. Reed. 
Charlotte Bell. 

Flora Drayton. 

Julia Bradley. 

Maria Louisa Hicks. 
Annie Harper. 
Marcelia Bearce. 


I. N. NUTTER, Town Clerk. 


I. N. NUTTER, Zown 


1862. 


4] 
22 


63 
Olerk. 
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DEATHS REGISTERED IN EAST BRIDGEWATER, 
During the Year 1862. 


OONAR Mm Oh HS 


Date. 
Jan. 6, 
Wy 9, 
Wer. LP: 
a ke, 
His 20, 
PCOS. 
Feb. 10, 
eee | 
en We 
a 16, 
eT OT, 
We. Sk. 
| 
uw 2A, 
Ww. . 2b, 
March 1, 
7 a 
y 8, 
7 shaban 42 
PD PED, 
April 3, 
2: yee ae 
pee 31, 
May 3, 
4, 
6, 
i. 
yy 8, 
Wee AG 
Moe ER 
June 10, 
I 2s 
a 
uw ~~ 25, 


Name. 
George J. Hodgson, 
Julia White, 
Thomas Carroll, 
Edith Parris, 
Henry Wilson Barrell, 
Nathan Whitman, 
Eliza F. Blois, 
Melzar Freeman Hudson, 
Edwin P. Tinkham, 
Willie H. Goss, 
John Francis Goss, 
George W. Gurney, 
Mary P. Gurney, 
Viola Adell Holmes, 
Herbert F. Tinkham, 
Hannah G. Hill, 
George 'Tinkham, 
Joseph F. White, 
Mary Grace Brett, 
Laura S. Holmes, 
Hannah L. Stetson, 
Ellen F. Porter, 
Richard McLaughlin, 
Harry EH. Harlow, 
Infant, 
Franklin Holmes, 
Infant, 
Malvina A. Dyer, 
Washington Irving Bates, 
Mary Briggs, 
James P. Allen, 
Infant, 
Marcia A. Chandler, 
Ellen F. Kingman, 


Age. 
Years, Months, Days. 
1 4 4) 
18 
3 
1 4 
3 iy 10 
65 9 
35 8 18 
+) 8 
3 11 15 
3 2 
6 3 25 
14 4) 15 
1%, 17 
3 7 20 
8 8 1 
64 
2 
1 1 
3 12 
2 9) 
61 4 14 
16 2 
5) 
9 11 
1 
37 4 19 
4 
15 8 15 
31 5) 6 
60 10 5 
1 3 13 
1 
29 
7 4 24 


No. 


30 


5 

37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 


oT 


58 
59 
60 


Date. 
July 


// 
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Name. 
8, Elis P. Churchill, 
29, Samuel Sturtevant, 
31, Charlie B. Howe, 


. 10, Bridget Kenney, 


16, Levi Jacobs Washburn, 
21, Marshall H. Davenport, 
29, Peleg Osborne, Jr. 

7, Elihu W. Sylvester, 
15, Charles Joseph Johnson, 
20, Frederic Bradford Ripley, 
26, Dexter Reed, 

2, Abigail Shaw, 

6, Louis Walton, 

11, William H. Whiting, 
13, Infant, 
14, Nahum C. Hale, 
28, Lucy H. Monroe, 
9, Sarah L. Pratt, 
15, Thomas Cook, 
16, Charles E. Dyer, 

6, Mary D. Brown, 

7, James Crowley, 

8, Bela Hill, 

14, Clara Stubbert Gurney, 
17, George A. Trow, 
19, Lucy Colwell, 


Years, 


26 
67 


43 
13 


45 
4 
D3 


58 
47 


47 
59 


Age. 
Months, 


fut 


KH OnhORE Dp RO- 


11 


Days. 
10 


21 
3 
20 
5 
6 


20 
7 


11 


17 


I. N. NUTTER, Town Clerk. 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 


In presenting their Annual Report, your Committee remark, 
by way of congratulation, that in the midst of distracting ex- 
citement and embarrassing influences pressing upon the com- 
munity, our Public Schools have been carried through the year, 
with their usual quietness and efficiency. While the embarrass- 
ing influences of our nation’s civil strife have entered almost 
every department of society, retarding here for the want of men, 
and there for the want of means; appalling us by present, and 
threatening worse future calamities; the Free Schools, not only 
of our town, but generally throughout the State, have received 
their usual appropriation of money, the usual number of efficient 
teachers, through the usual interest and favor of the community. 

We are inclined to believe, moreover, that the disturbed and 
doubtful condition of the Body Politic has tended to a higher 
appreciation of our Common School system, as necessary to the 
growth and permanency of free institutions. Men see, as never 
before, that ‘freedom and intelligence are cause and effect, 
foundation and superstructure.” The overshadowing peril, 
which fills even brave hearts with forebodings, and threatens 
the very life of the Republic, it is seen, could never have sprung 
forth, but for the ignorance of the common people through an 
entire section of our country, and the existence of institutions and 
laws designed to keep them so. Cease to educate the masses, 
and, by this one neglect, the days of the Republic are numbered, 
and society is thrust back, from these days of advancement and 
renown, to old feudal ages and despotic periods. Darkened 
minds furnish no foundation for the pillars of liberal states. 
Our Free School system is not a transplanted idea, but has 
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sprung, of necessity, from the character of our institutions. And 
men, called to contemplate, by a somewhat uncertain condition 
of things, even the bare possibility of losing these blessings, 
are led to take a new view of their necessity and worth ; and, 
imbibing the spirit manifested by the Fathers in their establish- 
ment, resolve that all needed sacrifice shall be made for their 
maintenance. ‘I‘hus our town, not behind other towns of the 
Commonwealth in this respect, with quickened foresight and 
_ practical sense, in the midst of unprecedented burdens and 
necessary retrenchments, has refrained from embarrassing the 
progress of its schools, by the withdrawment of a single dollar 
from its usual appropriation. While your Committee do not 
feel justified, in the present condition of things, in asking for a 
larger appropriation, we do feel impelled to urge upon our 
fellow citizens, the necessity of still using every means at their 
command, and refraining from no effort to raise the standard, 
and increase the efficiency of our schools. And this, while 
we fully appreciate the calls for strenuous exertions in other 
directions. 

New and strange responsibilities, as American citizens, are 
thrust upon us, and it is our duty to recognize them. High 
demands are made upon our time, our talents, our resources, 
Loud calls come to us for our dearest treasures, our highest 
powers; calls to forget ourselves, and rise to the exigencies of 
the hour. But no higher demands can be made upon us, as 
citizens, than to educate our children, and the rising generation. 
Sacrifices made to preserve the Nation and perpetuate its glory, 
will bring results only vain and nugatory, unless we also pre- 
serve and render efficient those institutions which give character 
to the Nation, and furnish the elements of its worth and power. 
If we would save our 'l'’own from debasement, our State from 
corruption, our Country from anarchy, we must furnish, yearly, 
no matter what other burdens are upon us, means enough to 
properly educate the youthful masses, who, in a few years, will 
be the ruling element in the land, the reigning sovereigns of the 
Republic. While, in this civil strife, we seek to conquer, we 
must not cease to educate, morally and intellectually, so that 
victory may not be neutralized by superstition, and when the 
blessings of peace and prosperity come back to us, the woes of 
ignorance and its attendant vices may not, also, be upon us. 


Or 


PARTICULAR REPORT OF THE CONDITION OF 
THE SCHOOLS. 


The Committee having organized by the choice of Edward 
O. Grover, Chairman, and Baalis Sanford, Secretary, the special 
supervision of the several schools was assigned as follows : 

No. 1, Intermediate and West Primary, and No. 2, to E. O. 
Grover. 

Nos. 1, North Primary, 5, 7, 10, R. M. Smith. 

Nos. 1, East Primary, 3, 4, 6, B. Sanford. 

No special assignment was made of the High School. 


DISTRICT No. 1. 
HIGH AND GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 


Every year does but give additional proof of the importance of 
this School to the educational interests of this community. Its 
first term of the year was committed to the charge of George L. 
Faxon, Esq., under whose faithful tuition and management it had 
advanced throughout the preceding year. 

Mr. Faxon exerted a skillful influence in securing regular and 
punctual attendance of scholars ——the average attendance being 
47 out of 50, the whole number. If for any cause pupils were 
absent, they were required to make up and recite the lessons 
passed over by their respective classes during their absence — 
which, as a general rule, the Committee readily endorse as proper 
to be enforced upon all absentees. 

This being a High and Grammar School connected, the number 
of recitations is considerable; but they were heard each day, with 
only occasional exceptions. And the scholars were required to 
recite their lessons perfectly. If imperfect, they were required 
each day to recite them after school. In arithmetic, each member 
of the class was directed to solve and explain each question in the 
lesson. Pupils were required to keep pace with the class, or go 
into others ; but in only one instance was it necessary for a scholar 
to go from a higher to a lower class. 
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In respect to personal deportment, suggestions were occasionally 
made for the guidance of the pupils, and they were left to their 
own sense of propriety. ‘This was found to be effectual in the 
maintenance of good order, except in a very few cases. When 
punishment was found necessary, it was inflicted, not in the pres- 
ence of the school, but in the recitation-room ; not severely, on 
the principle that certainty of punishment, in cases of willful 
wrong, is better adapted to prevent its repetition, than severity. 

These points, in respect to instruction and government, the 
Committee think were wisely adopted; and, as carried out by 
Mr. Faxon, were marked with happy results. In both the Eng- 
lish and Latin studies, the scholars appeared earnest and studious, 
and consequently made very commendable advancement. ~ 

The Committee think Mr. Faxon deserving of praise for his 
oversight of the conduct of scholars around and within the school- 
room, while not in school hours; and also for the taste and liberal- 
ity displayed in commencing the work, (which we hope the patrons 
of the school will carry forward to its completion,) of ornamenting 
the grounds around it with flowers, shrubbery and trees, so potent 
in their influence not only in pleasing the eye, but in helping to 
mould the minds and characters of youth to forms of moral beauty 
and loveliness. | 

The Committee had hoped and expected that the labors of 
Mr. Faxon would have been continued to the school ; but at the 
end of ten weeks, he felt himself impelled by what he deemed a 
higher duty to his country, to enlist in the enterprise for quelling 
insurrection, on the success of which the permanent prosperity, and 
even existence of the country, must essentially depend. 


During the Summer term, the school was under the tuition of 
Mr. J. C. Watson Cox, a graduate of a Classical Institution in 
Troy, N. Y. Whole number of scholars, 40; average attend- 
ance, 30. Mr. Cox’s literary and moral qualifications were un- 
questionable. But never having taught before in New England, 
his modes of instruction and discipline were very different from 
those of his predecessor. ‘Though they might have succeeded well 
in some other locality, they did not secure, to any considerable 
extent, the interest and favor of scholars in this school. Yet, 
under his guidance and teaching, we think the school held its 
own ; and in some branches, made fair improvement. 
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The school, for its Winter term, was intrusted to the care of 
Mr. John Goldthwaite Adams, a graduate of Dartmouth College, 
and of considerable experience in teaching. Whole number of 
scholars, 42. We have found Mr. Adams, as an instructor, schol- 
arly, efficient, thorough, interesting, exemplary —securing, in a 
high degree, earnest study, prompt attention, and respectful de-. 
portment on the part of the pupils. His recitations in Geography, 
conducted mainly at the blackboard, breaking up the usual mo- 
notony, seem to have invested this study with new interest. His 
oral and practical method of teaching Grammar, in connection 
with the text-book, has attracted our particular notice and approval. 
The school is still in progress, and gives fair promise of increasing 
improvement and success. 


INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL. 
Mr. Kuerner Sancer, and Mr. Samuen P. Auuen, Teachers. 


This school is the best graded and most advantageously classified 
of any in town; consequently we feel that we have the right to 
demand, and expect, a high standard of scholarship. The charac- 
ter of this school affects, in great measure, the success of the High 
School. It is necessary to advance pupils every year, from this to 
the higher department, in order to make room for those coming 
forward from the Primaries; and if we are obliged to promote 
those who are unqualified, we furnish the High School teacher 
with material unprepared to his hand, which makes a vast amount 
of difference in the result of his labors. 

Both teachers, for the year, were beginners ; and as such, were 
successful. Both exhibited an aptness for teaching ; and were we 
disposed to find fault, we could only bestow upon them the criti- 
cisms usually received by beginners. Mr. Sanger, though inter- 
ested in his school, respected and beloved by his pupils, yielded to 
the call upon his patriotism, and enlisted in the defence of his 
country. Mr. Allen, a graduate of the Bridgewater Normal 
School, has labored assiduously, with a view to the highest ad- 
vancement of his pupils. Good order, respectful attention, and a 
good degree of studiousness have been apparent at every visit ; 
while, during the last term especially, the teaching has been sys- 
tematic, thorough, and in a very good degree, practical. 

This school-room very much needs a set of outline maps. 
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EAST PRIMARY. 
Visiting Committee.—B. Sanrorp. 


Miss Hattie A. George has been continued in this school, for 
the year. Her good experience and ability have enabled her to 
conduct it to its close in a profitable manner. ‘The school always 
‘appeared in a neat, orderly and pleasant condition. And at each 
public examination, the recitations were clear and well sustained, 
reflecting much credit on the teacher and the pupils. 


NORTH PRIMARY. 
Visiting Committee.—R. M. Suiru. 


This school numbers 52 scholars, of ages from four to, thirteen 
years. It was under the charge of Miss Mary E. row, during 
the year. This is the second year of her connection with it. The 
year just past has been one of advancement in all the interests of 
the school. ‘The order was good; few schools better ; the teacher 
evidently loves her calling. A hard worker, apt in teaching, 
patient ; inspiring her pupils with the conviction that they came to 
learn, and must study. ‘The classes in Reading read distinctly, and 
with animation, showing a good knowledge of the pauses, and the 
general rules of reading, for scholars so young. 

Besides the usual branches taught in Primary Schools, consid- 
erable attention was given to Singing, Declamation and Gymnastics. 
The Drawing showed great proficiency for a Primary School. 

As a whole, the results of the school are very satisfactory. 
With higher mental cultivation, and with experience in teaching 
schools of higher grade, Miss 'Trow bids fair to excel as a teacher 
in our schools. ; 7 


WEST PRIMARY. 
Miss Lucy M. Lorine, Teacher. 


At the commencement of the Summer term, ten scholars were 
removed from this school to the Kast Primary, in order to prevent 
its membership from becoming too large for one teacher, and out- 
growing the accommodations of the school-room. 

The work, so well accomplished last year, and highly com- 
mended in the last Annual Report, has been patiently and success- 
fully continued by the same teacher. ‘These young pupils have 
learned that life is not made up entirely of play, but, in part, of 
tasks. They have been taught to commence life, by acting their 
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little, but very important part, promptly, accurately, and well ; and, 
if a similar course of training can be enjoyed by them, until their 
school-days are closed, characters, we trust, will have been devel- 
oped, which will be of high practical worth in the community, and 
an honor to the town which educated them. 


DISTRICT No. 2. 


Miss Lucy J. Haypen, Teacher. 


Want of proper classification in previous terms, has made the 
work of the present year more difficult, and the advancement less, 
than it otherwise would have been. But a good work, we believe, 
has been accomplished, and the standing of the school much higher 
than in some previous terms. 

Miss Hayden entered upon her labors, with her usual enthu- 
siasm and tact; and succeeded in inciting her pupils to a very 
commendable degree of self-application, interest in their studies, 
and desire to excel therein. And although the capabilities of the 
school are not yet so fully developed as we desire to see them, a 
few of the oldest pupils exhibited some of the best scholarship in 
our schools. It is to be hoped that the work, now left in so good 
a stage of progress, will be committed only to the hands of those 
who are able and willing to do it patiently and well. 

At the close of the final examination, tokens of gratitude and 
esteem were exchanged between teacher and scholars, accompanied 
by indications of more than usual mutual attachment and appre- 
ciative regard. 


UNION DISTRICT No. 3. 
Mr. Epwarp O. Grover, Teacher of Higher Department. 


This school, the present year, has been under the superinten- 
dence of the West Bridgewater Committee. ‘This may be thought 
a favorable circumstance in one respect, as likely to secure a more 
impartial Report—Mr. Grover being a member of your Com- 
mittee. It may not be out of place, however, for the other mem- 
bers to express briefly an opinion, which doubtless will coincide 
with that of other examiners. We think the school were highly 
fortunate in being placed another year under Mr. Grover’s efficient 
training. And we hope this school, or some other, will be further 
benefited by his services. 


The Lower Department of this school was taught during the 
4 
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year, by Miss Alice Richards, whose kind and industrious efforts 
were attended with a commendable success. Appropriate instruc- 
tion, good order, and general improvement in learning and good 
manners, were the manifest features of her school. 


DISTRICT No. 4. 
Visiting Commitiee.— B. Sanrorp. 
GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT. 


This school was taught, the first term of the year, by Miss 
Alice Howard, a graduate of Mount Holyoke Seminary ; a young 
lady of refined taste, literary culture, and earnest devotion to her 
trust, but with no experience in teaching and governing a school of 
this grade. Some difficulty in maintaining rightful authority, was 
encountered in a very few cases, but was happily obviated — and 
the general progress of the school in the right direction, was not 
seriously interrupted. If all the good which might have resulted 
from her labors in other circumstances, was not accomplished, yet 
the proficiency of the school appeared with credit, particularly in 
Reading and Spelling, in Arithmetic and Map-drawing. 

For the two remaining terms, the school was under the instruc- 
tion of Miss Mary K. Alden, who, in connection with intellectual 
and moral training, brought to her work the no small advantage 
of reputation and tact acquired by practice. Under her efficiency, 
the school has made good progress toward that position of excel- 
lence which it ought to attain. A much better attendance has 
been secured ; and more perfect order, under her firm, but kind 
and judicious management, has been maintained. ‘The instruction 
given was thorough, and skillfully adapted to awaken a desire for 
knowledge and diligent efforts to obtain it. The relation between 
the teacher and pupils appeared marked throughout with mutual 
kindly sympathies; and when the parties separated, precious 
memories were left on either side. 


PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 


‘This school for the year, has been instructed by Miss Jane B. 
Dearborn. Whole number 53, average 44. Her course has 
been marked with faithful and assiduous efforts for the best in- 
terests of the school, resulting in a fair measure of success. If the 
stillness and decorum were not all that could be desired, let it be 
remembered that to secure good order and good recitations among 
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half a hundred young, restless children, sitting in such close prox- 
imity, must tax the ability of any teacher. 

The experience of Miss D. has doubtless convinced her that to 
attain, in such a school, the highest success, requires great patience 
and skill in training, much energy and decision in discipline. 


DISTRICT No. 5.—NortTHVILLE. 
Visiting Commitiee.--R. M. Smrru. 


This school is under the tuition, for the third year, of Miss 
Mary J. Alden. It is enough for the Committee to say, that she 
has well sustained her reputation as a good teacher in her con- 
tinued connection with the school. While she has been faithful 
in her work of teaching from the text-books, she has not neglected 
the cultivation of the moral feelings, or to correct the habits of her 
pupils. The condition of the school, during the visits of the Com- 
mittee, was very gratifying. The school will not close in season 
for this Report. 


DISTRICT No. 6. 
Visiting Committee.—B. Sanrorp. 


This school, both summer and winter, was under the care of 
Mr. E. Wallace Holmes. The average attendance of the scholars 
throughout was unusually large. And under Mr. Holmes’s faith- 
ful, earnest, and well-directed efforts for their advancement, con- 
tinued for three consecutive terms, they made a fair degree of 
progress, in most, if not all of their studies. ‘The discipline was, 
in the main, firm and parental, productive of general order, good 
recitations, and good deportment. 

These happy results are to be attributed, we think, in a high 
degree, to the good sense and efficient sympathy of nearly all the 
parents in encouraging their teacher in his arduous labors, and 
defending him from the intrusions of any individuals who may have 
presumed to interfere with the proper discharge of his duties. 


DISTRICT No. 7.—West Crook. 
Visiting Commitiee.—R. M. Situ. 


This school was under the tuition of Lewis E. Noyes, a member 
of the school committee of the town of Abington. His long 
experience and high reputation as a teacher was well sustained 
in his connection with this school. Few teachers carry into the 
school-room a more correct and practical view of the designs of 
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our common schools than Mr. Noyes, and few succeed better in 
applying that knowledge to the practice of teaching. 

Without referring to any particular class, it can be truly said, 
that a decided and permanent advancement was made in the school 
during the year. The Committee cannot refrain from expressing 
the pleasure afforded them, in their visits to the school, in noticing 
the interest in and attention given to the moral improvement of the 
pupils. ‘This is the more gratifying, as it is so often regarded by 
teachers as unimportant, if, indeed, it can be any part of their 
duty. 

DISTRICT No. 10. 
Visiting Committee ——R. M. Smita. 

For the last two years, this school has been under the care of 
Miss Mary E. Springer. The Committee concur in the generally 
expressed opinion of the patrons of the school, that the last year 
was one profitable to the pupils. ‘The teacher has been devoted 
to every part of her work. The affection and respect of the scholar 
towards the teacher, made the government of the school an easy 
task. ‘The order was excellent. Principally by the efforts of the 
teacher, the average attendance amounted to 90 per cent, and tardi- 
ness could hardly be said to exist, amounting to only seven for the 
term. During the entire year, she has sustained an unabated interest 
in the scholars, for their advancement. At the closing examination, 
the several classes in the different branches gave evidence of faith- 
ful and critical teaching, while the Reading and Spelling excelled. 
_ Considerable attention was paid to Drawing, Composition, Singing, 
&c. Some of the maps, and other drawings, showed much pro-. 
ficiency in the art. ‘The patrons of the school did much to aid the 
teacher in her work. More than 120 visits were made to the 
school during the last year; and what is equally important for the 
success of the school, she had the united sympathy of the District, 
in her work. 


COMPARATIVE ATTAINMENT OF THE SCHOOLS. 


In accordance with a desire, on the part of the Committee 
and others, to see how our schools would compare with each 
other in scholarship, a number of questions were prepared, and 
presented to the more advanced scholars of the several schools, 
with the exception of the High School, at the close of their 
winter terms. 'These questions embraced ten in Arithmetic, 
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ten in Geography, ten in Grammar, and ten words in Spelling. 
The answers were required to be made in writing; and from 
the whole number of answers given, the percentage of correct 
answers was taken, and is presented in the following table. 

It may also be gathered from these answers, in which of the 
branches the several schools are most deficient, and conse- 
quently, which branch needs more especial attention on the 
part of the teachers. 


SCHOOLS, Acithme; Geogra-| Gram | speuing,| Whole 
District No. 1, Intermediate, . 41 75 83 90 72 
i | SERGE ne ee 88 63 90 92 83 
wv OSS otha ae ae 78 58 te 88 (ds 


3 

| pho an all ME da 48 47 76 78 61 
"7 Be) ys, 33 d7 43 68 o 58 

cael itl 0 «ep - 24 50 70 54 50 

Re See i OS 67 75 56 64 

Li ee ual 53 71 74 99 74 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


In addition to the foregoing, we offer a few remarks upon 
one or two subjects, connected with the efficiency of our 
schools. 

PRACTICAL EDUCATION. 


Truly wonderful has been the world’s progress, for the last 
fifty years. And developments, in the resources and means of 
education, have been hardly less frequent, and certainly not less 
important, than discoveries and inventions in the world of arts. 
But all progress is not improvement. For, doubtless, had every 
thing connected with their advancement always tended in the 
right direction, our Free Schools, excellent though they are, 
would be much nearer the goal of perfection than we yet find 
them. 

Outward forces and improved appliances for the education of 
childhood, have largely increased. Rude and inconvenient 
school-houses have given place to tasteful and commodious 
buildings. By larger appropriations, the school year has been 
considerably lengthened. ‘I'he teacher commands higher 
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wages; his profession more respect. The interest of the 
public, in all that concerns the outward prosperity, the nominal 
standard of our schools, is more easily awakened than at some 
former periods. But here arises a question: Are the practical 
results obtained by these increased facilities, such as we have 
the right to expect ? 

Never was there so much of book knowledge acquired in our 
schools, asnow. But is there a corresponding amount of men- 
tal and moral discipline —teaching the pupil to sift that knowl- 
edge —to turn it to his own advantage, and the advantage of 
the community? When he leaves the school-room, can he 
use that knowledge advantageously, systematically, easily ? 
For instance: Many elderly people are heard expressing won- 
der, that scholars spend so much more time in studying arith- 
metic, than their fathers and mothers were wont to spend, 
without any additional practical knowledge thereby. 'T'oo often 
it is a fact, that a boy leaves our schools, having ‘‘ ciphered 
through”? duodecimals, square and cube root, without the ability 
to measure a pile of wood, or cast the interest on a note, with 
anything of the facility or correctness of his father, who, per- 
haps, attended school but six weeks in a year, and that only for 
a very limited number of years. ‘The reason for this cannot be 
found in the fact, that other studies have lessened the time 
devoted to the special study of arithmetic; for, taking into 
account the greater length of time during which pupils now 
attend school, such is not the case. Neither ought the life- 
experience of the father to be so much superior to the school- 
discipline of the boy. Remarks like these do not apply, with 
equal force, to all our schools. But, as regards too large a pro- 
portion of them—not larger in our town than others—it is a 
question, whether the instruction of our schools, thirty or forty 
years ago, as far as it went, was not more practical than now. 
Where is the difficulty ? Is it that too much is attempted, or 
that the best manner of doing it is not attained? Perhaps 
both; but we think the latter, chiefly the true reason. 

Much of the knowledge of to-day is transient, ephemeral ; 
finding its birth in one moment, its tomb in the next. Attracted 
by its pretensions, mystified by its sophistries, men lose sight of 
foundation ideas ; fail to realize the importance of elementary 
principles. 'T'oo few teachers are given to patient, analytical 
thought, and fewer still teach their pupils to think. Authors 
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strive with each other in making our text-books so simple, as to 
banish all necessity for thought. Explanations, instead of 
being thought out or even comprehended, are simply committed 
tomemory. ‘The scholar comes to work by rules, rather than 
by an understanding of principles. ‘The true signification of 
the word educate is to draw out ; but education, as presented in 
many schools, means memorizing. 'The teacher finds it easier 
to load the memory than to properly exercise the mind ; to 
cram the brain, as one fills a garret with useless lumber, than to 
develop the latent energies of the child. 

Love of display renders it desirable, that the greatest amount 
of material should be gathered in a given time. 'The same 
love of display introduces long drawn forms for expressing very 
simple things,— which rorm must be undeviatingly adhered 
to, though by the effort required, the zdea to be imparted is lost 
sight of. ‘The end sought is gained. ‘The recitation, running 
smoothly in the wonted grooves, too often reminds one, in its 
appearance and real intelligence, of well-regulated machinery. 
In the language of Horace Mann: “'The most glib recitation 
becomes the best, and the less the scholars are delayed by 
thought, the faster they can prate ; as a mill clacks quicker when 
there is no grist in the hopper.” 

Such is not the education needed for practical life. Nothing 
is taught, that is worth teaching, unless an idea is conveyed. 
A child should be taught to consult other books than the text- 
books ; to reason and compare. ‘The end of school education is 
not the amount of knowledge acquired, but mental activity. 
Yet we would not forget the necessity for frequent reviews and 
a thorough drill. The pupil must not only be taught to 
acquire knowledge, but to apply that knowledge. Having been 
instructed in a certain principle, he should be made to work out 
the principle, practically, till it becomes, not merely a thing of 
the memory, brought to light under favorable circumstances, 
but a thing at hand. Nota thing once impressed on the brain, 
but a living power. Not an expression committed for the 
recitation-seat, but an implement to be employed in the work of 
life. Here, then, may be seen 


THE TEACHER’S WORK. 


He has no right to follow a dull routine, or seek his ease by 
treading a beaten path. Equally wrong is a rigid conformity to 
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a particular and formal method of instruction, either pre-con- 
ceived or acquired as the result of a particular course of train- 
ing, in his own preparation for the teacher’s work. Self- 
dependent, he should cultivate in his pupils genuine indepen- 
dence ; throwing them upon their own resources, and by 
various methods of instruction, adapted to the great diversities 
of character presented, seek to develop harmoniously the facul- 
ties of each. 

The minds of his pupils are before him. Let him study 
them carefully and well. Each has its peculiar temperament, 
its special mental requirements, and, in some degree, its par- 
ticular manner of intellectual working. ‘To furnish each mind 
with its most healthy stimulus, to surround it with those 
influences, and ply it with those methods, which shall most 
naturally and perfectly develop its slumbering powers, is his 
high privilege, his great work. ‘The latent energies of every 
child, it is safe to say, are greater than the teacher estimates 
them. An opportunity is given, a power placed in his hands, a 
responsibility laid upon him, which, if he will but make the 
most of, mental forces will develop themselves around him, as 
by creative power, and from many of his apparently dullest 
pupils, will come forth minds which shall give a new impetus 
to the world’s progress, leading even the age in which they live 
—living monuments of the teacher’s fidelity and skill. 

Finally, the teacher’s work is not completed, the child is not 
practically educated, till he has woven into the web of his 
intellectual development, something of moral principle. 'T'o 
send forth a pupil, to become an active member of impressible 
society, without moral ideas, more of love for that which is pure 
and noble and virtuous, than for the coarse, the vulgar and the 
profane, is but to send forth a pest into such society, and one 
who is certainly unfit to participate in practical life, to be a 
blessing either to himself or others. 


EDWARD O. GROVER, 
R. M. SMITH, 
BAALIS SANFORD, 
School Committee. 
Kast Bridgewater, Feb. 26, 1863. 
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SHLECTMEN’S REPORT. 


Tue Selectmen of the Town of Easr Bripgewarer 
submit the following Report of Receipts and Expen- 
ditures of said Town, for the year ending February 
29, 1864. 


APPROPRIATIONS MADE AT THE ANNUAL MARCH 
MEETING, 1863. 


Voted, To raise twenty-five hundred dollars for the support of 
schools. 

Voted, To raise eight hundred dollars for the support of the poor. 

Voted, To raise two hundred dollars for the repair of bridges and 
culverts. 

Voted, 'To raise one hundred dollars for clearing roads from snow. 

Voted, To raise six hundred dollars for the payment of Town 
Officers and Committees. 

Voted, To raise seven hundred dollars for incidental expenses and 
abatement of taxes. 

Voted, To raise four thousand dollars fr the payment of Town 
debts and interest. 

Voted, To raise fifteen hundred dollars to meet the discount on 
taxes. 


RECAPITULATION. 
Support of Schools, ‘ k : ‘ . $2,500 00 
Support of the Poor, . ; : : 800 00 
Repair of Bridges and Culy ee - ‘ . 200 00 
Clearing the Roads from Snow, p ? . 100 00 
Payment of Town Oflicers and Committees, . 600 00 
Incidental Expenses and Abatement of Taxes, . 700 00 
Payment of Town Debts, and Interest, . . 4,000 00 
To meet the Discount on Taxes, - : . 1,500 00 


$10,400 00 
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Voted, To raise, and assess into a tax upon the polls and estates of 
the Town, the sum of ten thousand and four hundred dollars. 

Voted, To raise fifteen hundred dollars as a specific tax, to be 
expended in labor on the highway, and the highway surveyors to be 
collectors of said tax. 


HIGHWAY DISTRICTS.—LIMITS. 


District No. 1.—Beginning at the store of Isaac N. Nutter; thence the 
turnpike to the bridge north of the land of Levi B. Parker; thence from the 
store of Willard Johnson, by the house of David Roach, to the bridge; 
thence from the store of Isaac N. Nutter, by the house of Samuel G. Alden, 
to the bridge at the Cotton Gin Works; thence from the house of James H. 
Mitchell, to Lewis Keith’s; thence from the guide-board on the Common, 
to the Meeting House; thence from the Meeting House, to the intersection 
of the roads between the houses of Nathaniel Ramsdall and M. C Whit- 
man. Number of rods, 1,075. 


District No. 2.—Beginning on the turnpike at the store of Isaac N. 
Nutter; thence to Trull’s meadow bridge ; thence from the house of widow 
Nabby Whitman, to a small bridge south of the house of Daniel Whitman ; 
thence from the turnpike on the plain road, to the division line of lands of 
Asa T. Whitman and John M. Soule; thence from the house of Eleazer 
Whitman, the old road, by the house of Daniel Tribou and Benjamin R. 
Robinson, and over the old pond bridge, to the corner near the school 
house, in District No. 8; thence from the store of Isaac N. Nutter, by the 
house of Charles Rogers, and school house in District No. 8, to a small 
bridge south of the house of Willard Whitman. Number of rods, 1,358. 


Disrricr No. 3.—Beginning at the corner near the house of Wallace 
Rust; thence to Matfield bridge; thence from the house of Stetson 
Chandler, by the house of Martin Whiting, to the corner north of the house 
of Benjamin R. Robinson; thence from the house of Benjamin W. Keith, 
(the townway,) by the bake-house, to the highway, by the house of Stephen 
A. Morse. Number of rods, 570. 


District No, 4.—Beginning at the school house in District No. 3; 
thence by the house of John Thayer, to North Bridgewater line, near the 
house of Edward Y. Hayward; thence from the house of E. Y. Hayward, 
to a small bridge west of the house of James Bates; thence from the corner 
near the house of Cornelius Hooper, to a small bridge near the house of 
William W. Blanchard ; thence from the house of B. Thatcher, to the dry 
bridge at Pine Hill; thence the newroad to North Bridgewater line. Num- 
ber of rods, 1,294. 


Disrricr No, 5.—Beginning at the corner near the house of George W. 
Barrell; thence by the house of Galen Adams, to West Bridgewater line ; 
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thence from the school house in District No. 3, to Samuel D, Shaw’s mills. 
Number of rods, 540. 


District No. 6.—Beginning on the turnpike at Snell’s meadow bridge ; 
thence to Abington line; thence from the house of Charles Bates, to 
Abington line, near the house of Franklin Peterson ; thence from Abington 
line, near the house of the late Christopher Bates, to a small bridge near 
the house of Wm. W. Blanchard; thence from the house of James Bates, 
toa small bridge east of the house of Edward Y. Hayward. Number of 
rods, 1,100. 


District No. 7.—Beginning at a small bridge south of the house of 
Daniel Whitman; thence by the house of Asaph Whitmarsh to Abington 
line ; thence from the house of David Brown, one-half the road to John W. 
Jenkins’ store; thence from the house of Daniel Whitman (the new road) 
to the turnpike. Number of rods, 670. 


District No. 8.—Beginning at the Gannett corner; thence to Abington 
line; thence from the house of Melvin Harden to Hanson line at Cushing’s 
corner ; thence from Hanson line, south of Cushing’s corner, the park-house 
road to Abington line; thence from John W. Jenkins’s store, one-half of the 
road to David Brown’s. Number of rods, 1,120. 


District No. 9.—Beginning at the corner near the house of Cushing 
Otis; thence by the house of Allen M. Porter, to Hanson line; thence 
from the corner east of Black Brook, by the house of Thomas Whitmarsh, 
to Hanson line; thence from the house of Benjamin H. Washburn, to the 
Gannett corner. Number of rods, 1,225. 


District No. 10.—Beginning at the corner north of the house of John 
B. Whiting ; thence by the school house in District No. 10, to four rods 
south of the bridge, near the house of Abner C. Jackson; thence from the 
corner between the houses of Allen Washburn and Ezra F. Sampson, by 
Wadsworth Phillips, to the corner near the house of Theodore Hobart, 
Number of rods, 1,070. 


District No. 11.—Beginning at the Meeting House; thence by the 
house of Dexter Pratt to the corner near the house of Luther Churchill , 
thence from the corner near the house of Lewis P. Raymond to Latham’s 
._ bridge; thence from the house of the late Alden Washburn to the house of 
Jabez H. Sturtevant. Number of rods, 925. 


District No. 12.—Beginning at the bridge north of the house of Levi 
B. Parker; thence by the house of Samuel Shaw to Bridgewater line; 
thence from West Bridgewater line near the house of Amos Hunting, by 
the house of Seth Bryant to Bridgewater line; thence from the turnpike 
near the bridge, to the division of lands between Charles Jordan and Wm. 
W. Keen; thence from the corner near the house of Lysander Washburn 
to the bridge. Number of rods, 1,110. 
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District No. 13.—Beginning at the division line of lands between 
Charles Jordan and Wm. W. Keen; thence by the Cotton Gin Works to 
the house of Timothy Mitchell; thence from the house of Timothy Mitchell 
southerly to Bridgewater line; thence from Bridgewater line near the 
house of Hezekiah Keith, to Sandy Hill; thence from the corner near the 
house of Barzilla Keith, by the house of Calvin Wade, to the corner near 
the house of the late Calvin Chamberlain. Number of rods, 1,045. 


District No. 14.—Beginning at Latham’s bridge; thence by the house 
of Eliab Latham, to Halifax line near the house of Josiah Hathaway ; 
thence from the guide-board on the Plymouth road to the corner near the 
house of Martin Parris, and thence to Sandy Hill. Number of rods, 1,210. 


Districr No. 15.—Beginning four rods south of the bridge, near the 
house of Abner C. Jackson; thence by the house of John Wade to Halifax 
line near the house of Cyrus Munson, Jr., and thence to Hanson line. 
Number of rods, 561. 


Disrricrt No. 16.—Beginning at a small bridge south of the house of 
Willard Whitman; thence by the house of Luther Churchill to Gannett’s 
corner. Number of rods, 460. 


District No. 17.—Beginning at the corner near the house of widow 
Huldah Brett; thence to Matfield bridge; thence from the corner near 
Matfield bridge, by the Meeting House to West Bridgewater line, near the 
house of Otis Grover; thence from the house of Elijah Tolman to West 
Bridgewater line, near the house of Josiah Reed. Number of rods, 475. 


District No. 18.—Beginning at the intersection of the roads north of 
the house of Charles H. Goss; thence by Reed’s mills to the dry bridge 
at Pine Hill; thence from the house of John Reed, to the division line of 
lands between Asa T. Whitman and John M. Soule. Number of rods, 470. 


District No. 19.—Beginning at West Bridgewater line near the Fall 
River Railroad; thence by the East Bridgewater Iron Works to the corner 
near the house of Charles Rogers; thence from the house of Benjamin W. 
Keith to the Pear] street road; thence from the school house in District 
No. 9, to the Iron Works. Number of rods, 510. 


North Bridgewater and Abington road, which is not assigned to any dis- 
trict. Number of rods, 150. 


Total number of rods, 16,938, or 52398 miles. 


EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLS, FOR 1863-64. 
Union District, Nos. 1, 8 and 9.—Scholars, 302. 


Their proportion of money for 1863, _. : . $972 47 
Balance due from last year, . : 239 59 
$1,212 06 
Paid John G. Adams, for teaching, . . $315 00 
‘© Samuel P. Allen, ‘ iy 66%10 
‘© Edward W. Nutter, : : » ‘LOSe25 
*George;T. Ford, . 90 00 
feimey M. Loring, . . 110 00 
«© Mary E. Ryder, : : - 124 00 
«© Kate M. Noyes,» : : . 128 00 
« Mary E. Trow, . 128 00 
Balance due from the treasury, va! LOGE ed 
$1,212 06 


District No. 2.—Scholars, 53. . 


Their proportion of money for 1863, eae . $212 53 
Balance due from treasury last year, ’ , 19 27 
$231 80 
Paid Mary F. Wood, for teaching, . . $163 00 
«¢ Contingent expenses, : .. 26 59 
Balance due from treasury, . - 42 21 
$231 80 


—_———_—_—_—— 


District No. 3.—Scholars, 64. 


Their proportion of money for 1863, _.. ¥ . $288.29 
Balance due from treasury last year, , R 165 81 


$404 10 


8 
Paid Edward O. Grover, for teaching, 
«© Mary E. Joy, 
« Mary K. Alden, 
«© Alice Richards, 


« Contingent expenses, 


. $126 00 


85 50 
186 20 
6 00 
40 


District No. 4.—Scholars, 124. 


Their proportion of money for 1863, 


Paid Thomas H. West, for teaching, 
«© Mary C. Pratt, 


«* Contingent expenses, 


$195 00 
156 00 
27 83 


District No. 5.—Scholars, 49. 


Their proportion of money for 1863, 
Balance due from treasury last year, 


Paid Eudora Sanford, for teaching, 
«© Mary J. Alden, 
‘¢ Contingent expenses, 
Balance due from treasury, 


en 


. $182 75 


49 60 
15 11 
1 29 


District No. 6.—Scholars, 52. 


Their proportion of money for 1863, 
Balance due from treasury last year, 


Paid Lucy J. Perkins, for teaching. 
«© Boarding teacher, } 
«¢ Contingent expenses, 


Balance due from treasury, 


$404 10 


$378 83 


$378 83 


$248 To 


$ 248 75 


$210 18 
4 00 


$214 18 


$214 18 
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District No. 7.—Scholars, 62. 
Their proportion of money for 1863, 


Paid L. E. Noyes, for teaching, : . $256 60 
« Contingentexpenses, . ; 2 76 
Overdrawn, 


District No. 10.—Scholars, 43. 
Their proportion of money for 1863, 
Paid Deborah 8S. Thayer, for teaching, . $100 00 


‘© George F. Hayward, : : 89 00 
Overdrawn last year, . : ‘ 79 
Overdrawn, 


Joseph Foster.—1 Scholar. 


His proportion of money for 1863, 
Balance due from last year, 


Paid teaching in Hanson, ; ‘ $4 76 
Balance due from treasury, . ; 4 65 


Edward Y. Hayward.—1 Scholar. 


His proportion of money for 1863, 
Balance due from last year, 


Paid teaching in North Bridgewater, 
2 


$233 60 


$262 36 
28 76 


$233 60 


$189 11 


$189 79 
68 


$189 11 
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His proportion of money for 1863, 


Paid teaching in Hanson, 


Inventory, February 28, 1863, 


Warden’s salary, 
Interest on farm, 
Interest on stock and entire 

Paid sundry persons for supplies, . 

Due from sundry persons, Feb. 28, 1863, 


Inventory, February 29, 1864, 
Paid Town treasury, 


Cash on hand, 


Due from sundry persons, 


Dr. 


Cr. 


Cost of supporting poor at the house, 


Nahum A. Hatch.—1 Scholar. 


ALMSHOUSE ACCOUNT. 


. $1,596 17 


R47 92 
270 00 
25 8d 
312 42 
68 49 


ee Se 


. $1,432 23 


100 00 
ait od 
167 89 


Whole number of paupers during the year, 
Average number during the year, 
Present number at the house, 
Average cost per week for support, 


EXPENSES 


OF 


$4 65 
4 65 


$1,777 73 


$543 12 


SUPPORTING THE POOR OUT OF 
THE ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid for the support of Mrs. L. Keith, Jr., and children, $104 10 
L. 8. Hathaway, Te 
Mrs. Deborah Bates, “« 


ce 


¢¢ 


6¢ 


6é 


Mrs. 


Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 


Barton Bates, 
H. Robinson, 


(a4 


P. Osborne, Jr., «< 
Sam’l Sturtevant,  “ 


20 33 
90 00 

8 50 
23 7d 
54 39 
104 37 
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Paid for the eae of Mrs. M. B. Maine and children, 
‘ Nahum Ramsdall and family, 
“ s Thomas Keith and family, 
“6 “6 Orrin Parris and family, 
bs a Oliver Sharp, 
ae a Experience ‘I’. Jacobs, 


&é rT Sybil P. Dunbar, 
“< “ Lucina Mitchell, 


ve rhe State paupers, 
City of New Bedford, support of Melissa NGreEen, 
‘6 <6 Adeline Hines, 
‘6 ‘6 Caroline Wood, 


ROADS, BRIDGES AND CULVERTS. 


Paid Charles A. Latham, lumber for bridges, 
Pratt & Co., 6 “s 
Galen Latham, «6 ‘< 
Sam’l G. Alden, “ ‘6 
Allen Washburn, “6 rT 


Galen Willis, stone and work, 
E. Bridgewater Iron Co., iron, 
Morse and Edson, work, 
Ben). H. Fisher, sé 
Joseph Ramsdall, s 
Wadsworth Phillips, “ 
Lucius D. Burbeck, *“ 
Alfred Brown, 66 

John Vosmos, a 
Charles A. Latham, team, 
John Waterman, work, 


Benj. Siddall, ae 
James O’Hearn, “6 
Isadus Fuller, “ 


Lasell, Perkins & Co., use of derneee 
Railroad for frieght, 

Williams Latham, work on culvert, 
L. & H. Keith, for work on road, 
Nathaniel L. Perkins, u 


12 


Paid Joseph A. Morse, for work on road, . $1 30 
s« =Eliab Latham, “6 : ; 3 Ol 
« Timothy Mitchell, - pe : 2 50 
« Daniel N. Reed, ‘6 : ; : 7 07 
«¢ Cornelius Hooper, EE : 42 25 
« Sidney Packard, i 1 50 
«© Mark P. Hudson, Ks : 5 2 00 
«© Waldo Hayward, for gravel, 2 34 
« Galen Willis, ae 1 00 
«© Tsaac Nutter, ed 5 96 
«© Charles A. Latham, 6 ; : , : 1 00 
‘¢ Benj. R. Robinson, “s } : 2 88 
sc” KE. B. Iron Co., cinder, . ; ; 83 79 
«© 6. Carver Co., sawing lumber, : 2 05 
“« Goss & Lincoln, e : : : 6 05 

$680 72 


MILITARY SERVICES. 


In accordance with a vote of the Town, passed March 9, 1863, 
the following persons have been paid Thirty Dollars each, for mil- 
itary services rendered in 1861. ; 


Andrews, George W. .. ish tee 4th Battery Lt. Artillery. 
Adams, Isaiah M. : 24th Regiment. 
Adams, Watson F. ‘ : " 24th wv 
Arnold, Thomas . ‘ A 4 29th wv 
Bates, Asa W. ; A : . 29th y 
Bates, James A. . : A j 29th wt 
Brett, Algernon S. . 4 ; - 29th ” 
Brown, William H. § : ‘ 7th Wt 
Curtis, Minot S. ; ; ‘ 29th uw y 
Curtis, Elbridge R. ; : ‘ 29th yy 
Dyer, George R. .. ; : 5 29th " 
Drary, Albert W. . ' ; ‘ 7th "7 
Drake, Charles ; ‘ ; : 29th yt 
Eddy, Benjamin J. . Se ; 22d HW 
Edson, Benjamin F. ; 4 : 29th W 
Ellis, Elihu T. ; : : : Ist Cavalry. 
- Flynn, John. 3 ; : ; 9th Regiment. 


Flagg, Charles W. . , : : 29th "1 
Fisher, George W.... ae 29th Yi 
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Foster, Samuel ‘ ’ : : 7th Regiment. 
French, William H. : , - Ist Cavalry. 
French, Tolman . : : ‘ 1st " 


Gurney, Alvah A. . : : : 7th Regiment. 
Hudson, Caleb L., Jr... : ‘ 29th vy 
Harden, Henry C. . ; : ’ 18thy 7 
Harden, Noah T. . ; , Pee ae ga 
Harden, John A. . é ; : 7th it 


> 


Hill, Isaac F. : : : : 7th " 
Hayward, Josiah E. ; . : 29th " 
Hoyt, Daymon 7 : : , 29th i 
Hinkley, Samuel S. : : : 13th Ww 
Jordan, Charles E. é : ; 29th yy 


Johnson, JamesG. “*. : 29th y 
Johnson, William H. : : ; 29th wt 
Josselyn, William W. . : , 7th 1 


Keiff, Thomas : ; Ist Cavalry. 
Lincoln, Mathew W. : 3 : Ist i 
Lucus, Hervey . ; 29th Regiment. 
Morse, George H. . ; : 29th 7 
Maine, William H. A : : 29th uv 


Nason, John M. : 7 : 29th i 
Packard, Alpheus . : 3 : 29th WW 
Packard, Edmond T. ; , F 29th wt 


Porter, Calvin ; , ; ; 7th HA is 
Porter, Isaac R. .. : ‘ . Ist Cavalry. 
Pratt, Ebenezer H. . . : . 29th Regiment. 
Ripley, Wallace R. : : ; 29th i 
Round, William F. : i ; 29th Wy 
Sampson, James H. : , ‘ 7th wv 
Sturtevant, John T. : ; : 29th ine 
Sampson, John T. . ; : ; 7th " 
Shaw, Ira C. . : : 29th wv 
Sharp, Alonzo ; ; 29th yy 
Siddle, Benjamin . , : 29th Ww 
Stran, Hugh . : : ‘ . 29th yy 
Sylvester, John 1st Cavalry. 
Thompson, Vernon ‘ : ; 29th Regiment. 
Wright, Levi : é : ; 29th 7 
White, Nehemiah . 3 ; : 29th 1 
Wilder, William . P ‘ ; 7th " 
Wilder, James ; - : ; Tth yy 


Total number of persons, 61. Amount paid to them, $1,830. 
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STATE AID. 


From January 1, 1863, to January 1, 1864. 


Andrews, George W., father and mother, 
Adams, Isaiah M., wife, : ; 
Adams, Watson F., father and mother, 
Aldrich, Stillman, wife and child, 

Arnold, Thomas, wife, 

Bates, Asa W., wife and two childr en, 

Bates, William H. H., father and mother, * 
Beaton, James W., ip 

Bennett, Eleazer C., wife and child, 

Beals, Charles T., father and mother, 
Blackman, ane J., wife, : 
Blanchard, William W., wife and three Olde en, 
Bonney, Charles H., wife and two children, 
Bird, Henry W.., fthee and mother, 

Brett, Algernon S., mother, 

Brown, Gilbert, father and mother, 5 
Brown, William H., wife and three children, 
Brown, John E., father and mother, 

Bryant, John, wife and three children, 
Burbeck, Lucius D., wife and three children, 
Burgess, Bertrand, Fathi : 
Chamberlain, Francis B., wife and four bhiideen 
Cook, Joseph H., wife thd child, 

Cook, Joshua, wife, j 

Coughlin, Barth’e., wife, 

Coughlin, Timothy, mother, : 

Curtis, Minot 8., father and mother, : 
Cushing, Joseph W., wife and three children, 
Drake, Charles, wife and two children, 

Dyson, William, wife and four children, 

Dyer, Charles E., wife, 

Dyer, George R., father and Lathan 

Dunlap, John, vite and child, § 
Edson, een F., wife and four children, . 
Eddy, Benjamin J., wife, ‘ : 
Edson, Seth R., wife and three children, 

Ellis, Barzilla F., wife and child, 


144 


144 
136 

52 
143 
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Ellis, Elihu T,, mother, 

Ellis, Waterman J., wife and five childrer en, 
Fisher, George W., wife, 

Flagg, Charles W., mother, 

Flynn, John, wife and four children, 
French, Tolman, wife and two children, 
French, William H., father and mother, 
Fullerton, William H., wife and child, 
“Foster, Samuel, wife and child, 

Gould, Henry K., mother, 

Gurney, Alfred, wife and child, 

Gurney, Seth P., father and mother, 
Gammons, Leonard F., mother, 

Harris, Arthur, father and mother, 
Harden, Noah T., father, ; 
Harden, Henry C., father and mother, 
Harden, Nahum F., wife and child, 
Harden, Luther, wife and child, 

Hall, Augustus F., wife and child, 

Hall, Samuel, wife and three children, 
Hale, Nahum C., wife, . 

Hale, Henry T., wife and child, 
Hayward, Benjamin T., father and mother, 
Hayward, Josiah E., wife, 

Hinkley, Elijah, wife, 

Hill, Isaac F., wife and two iilacape 
Hoyt, ey: wife and child, 

Holmes, Alonzo L., wife and two children, 
Hudson, Galen O., mother, : 
Hudson, John, wife and three children, . 
Hudson, Caleb, mother, 

Jaquith, Emery, mother, 


Jaquith, Charles W., wife and four children ; 


Johnson, Augustus, wife and child, 


Johnson, James G., wife and three children, 
Johnson, William H., wife and two children, 
Josselyn, William W., wife and two children, 


Keen, Aaron, wife and two children, 
Kingman, Francis M., child, 

Kingman, James, wife and child, 

Keith, George M., wife and three children, 
Keiff, Thomas, father and mother, 
Lincoln, Isaac H., wife, 

Lincoln, Mathew Ww. ., Wife and child, 
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Leach, Alonzo W., wife and child, 
Lusarder, George E., wife and three children, 
Maine, William H., tii, ; 
Marston, Nymphus W., wife and four chilareh: 
McCarter, Charles, wife and three children, 
Morse, George H., wife and child, 
Osborne, Edward S., father and mother, 
Osborne, Henry A., mother, . 
Osborne, Peleg Jr., three children, 
Packard, Edmond T., wife and three PUldeene 
Porter, Calvin, wife =e four children, 
Porter, Isaac R., wife and four children, 
Pratt, Ebenezer H., mother, . 
Quigley, Patrick, wife and child, 
Randall, Seth L., wife, . § 
Reynolds, David P., mother, ; 
Richmond, Josiah, wife and two children, 
Ripley, Horace A., mother, 
Round, William F., wife and child, 
Sampson, William 8., wife and four children, 
Sampson, Ezra F., wife, 
Sharp, Alonzo, fier 
Sharp, Edward, wife and five biti tend 
Spooner, Jacob P., wife and two children, 
Shaw, Charles F., wife and four children, 
Shaw, Ira C., wife and three children, 
Shaw, William M., wife and two children, 
Smith, William W., mother, : 
Steingard, Daniel N.; father and mother, 
Steingard, Joseph A., wife, 
Steingard, John F., Jr., wife, : 
Sturtevant, Zenas W., wife and four children, 
Stetson, John M., wife and two children, 
Sylvester, John, ne 
Tinkham, Sylvanus, wife and Aug 
Thomas, Isaac S., wife, 
Trow, George H., mother, : 
Underwood, pe O., wife and four Milaren. 
Vickey, Augustus, its and three ay oe 
Walsh, John S., mother, 
White, Gainer. wife and three childr en, 
White, Nehemiah, wife and two children, 
Wheeler, George A., wife, 
Winsor, Eldridge, wife and child, 


$ 104 
9 
52 
144 
144 
104 
32 
52 
102 
144 
144 
144 
52 
72 
52 


00 
20 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
71 
00 
00 
00 
00 
70 
00 
14 
00 


a 


Wilder, James, mother, 
Wright, Levi, child, 


Amount paid in January and February, 1864, 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Paid Samuel R. Newhall, for repairmg Town House, 


John Vosmos, “ “ 
William A. Hall, printing Town Scrip, 
Edward 8. Keith, filling up “ 

A. Mudge & Son, printing, 


T. R. Marvin & Son, Town Report att fignbe 


Richard M. Smith, books for schools, 
Isaac N. Nutter, “ “ 


Alfred Griffin, horse and carriage for N. Hier 1 
John O. Hudson, 2 chandeliers, lamps and shades, 


for Town Hall, 
Isaac N. Nutter, lamps for Toh Hall, 
Isaac N. Nutter, kerosene for ~ 


Alfred Griffin, harness for hearse, 


Town of Abington, 6 men trans’d to fill quota 62, 


John Waterman, moving liquor agent, 
Willard Johnson, stove-pipe for Town Hall, 
Elijah P. Robinson, copying military record, 
George Coolidge, military record-book, 
George Bryant, railroad fare and expenses, 
Isaac N. Nutter, postage and express, 

Rufus A. Littlefield, removing a pauper, 
George Bryant, postage, stationery and blanks, 
B. R. Alden, revenue stamps, 

Franklin Munroe, for recruiting purposes, . 


William H. Osborne, “ “ 
Alfred Griffin, “6 “ 
George Bryant, «< eo 
Willard Johnson, “ “ 
B. R. Alden, es 66 


Abington Band, ae “ 
3 


$ 63 00 
4 00 


$9,509 15 
$1,673 00 


$11,182 15 


79 
dd 
00 
3 75 
4 00 
O07 
38 75 


38 


30 00 
6 00 
25 

40 00 
600 00 
1 50 
12 66 
10 75 
9 67 

8 86 

1 69 
50 

7 10 
00 
00 
20 
2 15 
12 
11 14 
3 00 
14 00 
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Paid Benj. R. Alden, distributing envelopes, 
«© Benj. R. Alden, revenue stamps, 
«© William H. Osborne, checking bonds, 
«« Benj. R. Alden, blanks and books, 
« Government, tax for selling town bonds, 
« Benj. R. Alden, auctioneer, 


$6 
25 
1 


00 
00 
00 


12 40 


15 
3 


00 
00 


« Benj. R. Alden, hiring money and Soeine expenses, 13 90 


For abatement of taxes, 1862, and 1863, 


386 


34 


$ 1,829 


TOWN OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES. 


Paid Edward O. Grover, School Committee, *62, 
s Richard M. Smith, . “ <6 62, 


‘¢ George Bryant, Selectman, 

« Benj. W. Harris, 6 

“« Chas. A. Latham, ‘ 

«« George Bryant, Assessor, 

«© Benj. W. Harris, 66 

fv wonas. A. Latham, * 

« George Bryant, Overseer of the ire 


bende Tlarris, vit cc 
«© Chas. W. Latham, ‘“ &6 

«© Baalis Sanford, School Committee, 
«© Richard M. Smith, « « 


-« Tsaac N. Nutter, Town Clerk, 
« ~B. R. Alden, Collector, 

«© 6B. R. Alden, Constable, 

«© Sidney Packard, Sexton, 

«© Judah B. Keen, 6 


$42 
40 
90 
37 
43 
58 
18 
22 
6 

3 

9 
59 
13 
30 
162 
13 
67 
27 


27 


00 
50 
00 
20 
50 
50 
00 
50 
00 
00 
00 
15 
50 
90 
99 
50 
97 
95 


$ 746 
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EXPENSE OF CLEARING THE ROADS FROM SNOW. 


Paid John A. Whiting, 
«© Timothy Mitchell, 
‘© Wadsworth Phillips, 
« Thomas Keith, 


$1 


1 
1 


00 
94 
12 
20 


’ —————eae 


$4 26 
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RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 


Paid for schooling, . 4! ‘ 4 : . . $2,848 49 
«< for support of the poor, . : ~ tebe kO 
«« for repairing roads, bridges and culverts, . 3? ON0 the 
‘‘ for military services, } . : $ . 1,830 00 
“‘ for State aid to families, . : , » LET82 15 
‘¢ for incidental expenses, and abatement of taxes, . 1,829 27 
‘¢ for Town officers and committees, . ; wa 4 16 
« for clearing the roads from snow, . . *. 4 26 


$20,393 15 


DEBTS. 
Bonds and notes, . ‘ : : ; P .$ 30,456 91 
Outstanding orders, ‘ . 1,710 00 
Due the several school districts, é ; : ; 291 32 
$ 32,458 23 
CREDITS. 
Due from the State, on account of aid furnished vol- 
unteers’ families, ; , : . $11,182 15 


Due from other Towns, for the tenors of paupers, . 386 62 
Cash and taxes uncollected in the hands of B. R. 


Alden, Treasurer and Collector, . : : . FAB SeaG 
Balance against the Town, , . , . 11,487 20 
$ 32,458 23 


Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE BRYANT, 
B. W. HARRIS, 
CHARLES A. LATHAM. 


Selectmen of Hast Bridgewater. 
East Bridgewater, February 29, 1864. 
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ASSESSORS’ DEPARTMENT. 


Amount of Real Estate assessed, May 1, 1863, $841,199 00 
Amount of Personal Estate assessed, May 1, 1865, 236,387 00 


Total, . . $1,077,586 00 


Per cent on true value, one cent, three and four-tenths of a mill on the 
dollar, for State, County and Town Taxes. Poll Tax, $2.00. Number 
of Polls, 904. Number of Acres of Land assessed, 11,841. Number 
of Dwelling-Houses, 557. Number of Cows, 373. Number of Horses, 
280. Number of Sheep, 4. Number of Oxen, 57. 


Town Grant, (combined, ) , : ; : $10,400 00 
State Tax, ‘ : ! 4 ’ : ; 4,080 00 
County Tax, . : ; : 4 ; 1,411 57 
Overlayings, * 362 08 
Total amount assessed and committed, ; : $16,253 65 
Delinquency in highway taxes for 1862, _.. 45 05 


$16,298 70 


GEORGE BRYANT, 
B. W. HARRIS, 
CHAS. A. LATHAM, 


Assessors of East Bridgewater. 
East Bridgewater, Feb. 29, 1864. 


NUMBER OF DOGS LICENSED, 1863. 


Fifty-six male dogs, at $1.00 each, . : : . $56 00 
Two female Ae) Sat) OU Gnet saan ' 10 00 
$66 00 


Paid I. N. Nutter, fee for licensing dogs, $5.80 


Balance in favor of the Town, . : . 60.20 $66 00 


I. N. NUTTER, Town Clerk. 
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REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER. 


B. R. Alden, Treasurer, in account with the Town. 


Dr. 
1863.—Feb. 27. 
To balance of taxes and cash on hand, 
Commitment of taxes for 1863, 
és ‘ highway delinquency for 1362, 
Cash from C. J. Smith, Town liquor agent, . 
a Town Clerk, dog license, 
Ms Sale of old lumber, ; 
4 Lakeville, support of paupers, 
+s State school fund, for 1863, 
cs State Treasurer in aid of volunteers’ 
families, 
i Recruiting bounty from State, 
Cash borrowed on Town notes, t 
‘¢ from proceeds of sale of Town bonds, . 


Cr. 
1864.—Feb. 29. 
By cash paid on Town notes and Ae 
orders, 


paid interest on figs notes ae ets 
a paid on State tax, . 

paid State recruiting bounty tax, 

fs paid County tax, 

g: paid ‘Town orders, 


Balance of taxes and cash on hand, 


$2851 91 
16,253 65 
45 05 
276 87 
60 20 

9 60 

30 00 
152 11 


6,685 96 
8,600 00 
4,000 00 
24,047 48 


$63,012 83 


$21,186 85 
1,671 24 
4,080 00 
5,811 69 
1,411 57 

19,399 22 


$53,560 57 
9,452 26 


$ 63,012 83 


B. R. ALDEN, Treasurer. 


East Bridgewater, Feb. 29, 1864. 


We, the undersigned, have this day settled with B. R. Alden, Treasurer, and 
find the items of his account properly entered and vouched for, and hereby 


certify that the above is a true abstract thereof. 


‘ GEORGE BRYANT, Selectmen 
B. W. HARRIS, } of 
CHARLES A. LATHAM, ) Last Bridgewater. 


East Bridgewater, Feb. 29, 1864. 
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LIQUOR AGENT’S REPORT. 
Thomas Rogers, in acc’t with the Town of East Bridgewater. 


CR. 
By stock on hand, February 29, 1864, . $336 32 
6c cash a 19 13 ‘6 ‘ Q1 94. 
$358 26 
Less paid freight, . ; st $6040 
Paid Agent’s salary, ; 25 00——41 40—$316 86 
DR. 


To liquors and cash received from Charles 
J. Smith, (late Agent,) Nov. 24, 63, $284 96 
Balance in favor of the Town, . ; : 31 90—$316 86 
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INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, 
Recorded in East Bridgewater, from Jan. 1, 1863, to Jan, 1, 1864. 


1863. 
No. Date. Name of Groom and Bride. 
1 Jan. 1, Charles Lincoln and Adaline Barker. 
2 ws 4, Edwin Church ” Augusta J. Ford. 
3 Feb. 9, William H. Fronk + Mary EH. Bryant. 
4 4 24, Lucius Gurney 7 Martha A. Kingman. 
5 April 17, Samuel Drew Raymond # Luey Ann Ramsdell. 
6 ¥v 18, James Gilbert Knapp v” Kliza Wood Raymond 
7 ww 28, George Benson  Vydia C. Peterson. 
8 May 16, John Warren Wright lydia Evelyn Nash. 
9 w 19, Dewitt C. Hartwell ” Charlotte E. Porter. 
10 June 5, Patrick Costello Joanna Murphy. 
11 vw 15, George William Folsom » Susan H. Christian. 
12 » 380, Aaron Hobart, Jr. ” Agnes McKean Swift. 
13 July 15, John Porter Sarah E. Gilbert. 
14 wv 25, Daniel Murphy ” Mary Hocks. 
15 Aug. 5, Levi Wright 1 Harriet Augusta Pratt. 
16 +» 10, Augustus Bradford Vickery / Melvina Boldry. 
17 ~~ ~= 12, William Elijah Bird  Hliza H. Tobey. 
18 Sept. 21, Frederick Stetson Churchill / Francelia A. White. 
19 » 26, John Noonan » Catharine Crowley. 
20 ww 28, Galen Willis, 2d, Celia Augusta Bates. 
21 Oct. 17, Lewis W. Hayden # Mary Elizabeth Lyon. 
22 Nov. 18, Warren K. Churchill  Hlizabeth H. Josselyn. 
23 ww 18, Oliver C. Porter 7 Malansa Phillips. 
24° 4 238, Noah Alden Washburn ” Angelia S. Washburn. 
25 «4 24, Edwin Hayward  Parna Hudson. 
26 w 25, Ezekiel R. Bartlett # Hannah C. Keith. 
27 +w« 28, Andrew O’Brien ” Mary Courtney. 
28 Dec. 3, Henry G. Hill Katie Maloy. 
ou. / 3, Daniel W. Thrasher v Adriana Coolican. 
30 » 3, Emery W. Badger ” Jane Maxim. 
ot 9, William L. Osborne 4” Gena Maria Lee. 
382 4 16, Nahum Poole ” urana T. Reed. 
33 » 16, John S. Witherell w Maria O. Allen. 
34. +» 16, George Sampson ” Sarah F. Dyer. 


35 ws 21, John Carroll 7” Lucey Ann Cummings. 
| I. N. NUTTER, Town Clerk. 


BIRTHS REGISTERED IN EAST BRIDGEWATER, 


Males, 
Females, 
DEATHS 
No. Date. 
1 Jan. If, 
EA) Manes Bs 
Ei ARMIN i 
Bn Wi tus en | 
a plete | A 
Re Pape ih 
Wf 4, 
Bay? 6, 
ee ine EN 
10 March 6, 
eer 8, 
12e ow: EQ), 
LB ey 
Like, Wy ed 
LSA al 28, 
16 April 2, 
| Wy pe 23 8, 
1Sae yr Se. 
19 May 1, 
ZO Mn 8, 
ys Vase) rane Bs 
V5 eae Ga 
28: Ra AB: 
24. ther 20. 


During the Year 1863. 


Total, 


27 
34 


poe 


61 


I. N. NUTTER, Zown Clerk. 


REGISTERED IN EAST BRIDGEWATER, 


During the Year 1863. 


Name. 
George Bates, 
Sampson Washburn, 
Amelia Chandler, 
Alonzo H. Pratt, 
Francis M. Edson, 


Son of 


Bartholomew Trow, 

Seth Hayward, 

Benjamin L. Boodry, 

David Pratt, 

Lucinda W. Keith, 

James Bouldry, 

Isaac Brown, 

Peleg Stetson, 

Ella A. Osborn, 

Inf. daughter of Jas. Bouldry, 
Joseph Shaw, 

William Tirrell, 

Catharine Whaland, 

Elizabeth A. Edson, 

Ann M. Kingman, 

Thomas Hennessey, 

Mary P. Hersey, 

Inf. daugh. of L. F. Dickerman, 


Age. 
et ee 


Months. 


m CO DD 


Days. 
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Name. 
Jeremiah Crowley, 
Eliza Rollins, 

Polly Bates, 

Jane Howe, 

Marcus Robinson, 
Hannah P. Fisher, 
Frances Alden, 

Mary B. Bisbee, 
Elizabeth Ahearn, 
William H. Johnson, 
Mary Marina Pratt, 
Ellen Mansfield, 

John R. Thurston, 
Charlotte T. Reed, 
Melvin Harden, 

John Dennis Sykes, 
Susanna Frances Hodgson, 
Willie D. Eustis, 
Emma Edson, 

John F. Steingardt, Jr. 
Mehitable Holmes, 


Infant son of A. J. Richardson. 


Emma M. Allen, 
Emily Florence Hobart, 
Clarissa Hale, 

Effie Clara Blanchard, 
Calvin Chamberlain, 
Betsey White, — 
Catharine Roach, 
John A. Lee, 

Eliza Jane Field, 
Salmon Dunbar, 
Lovina D. Hayward, 
Silas C. Millett, 

John Hudson, 
Gardner Howe, 

Annie Maria Hill, 
Hilen Quigley, 


2 
D8 
73 
40 
21 
31 
72 
67 
22 
38 
o9 

6 
84 


Infant daughter of John Noland. 


Age. 


E ‘Months, 


11 
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Days. 
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I. N. NUTTER, TZown Olerk. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF THE TOWN OF 


EAST BRIDGEWATER, 


FOR THE 


SCHOOL YEAR, 1863—64. 


BOSTON: 
PRESS OF T. R. MARVIN & SON, 42 CONGRESS STREET. 
1864. 
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REPORT. 


In their last Annual Report, the Committee were happy to 
congratulate the ‘Town on the quiet progress and usefulness 
of our schools, amid the excitements of civil strife, the ravages 
of which, though distant, are felt by every one in the commu- 
nity. ‘They are equally gratified in being able, at this time, 
to repeat the congratulation. While that civil contest still 
rages, and its scenes of carnage ana death have brought grief 
to the minds of all, and money has been lavished in un- 
exampled profusion to maintain and strengthen the “ sinews of 
war,” no diminution of interest in, or appropriation of funds 
for the prosperity of our schools, has been allowed to take 
place. ‘Their value, in this trying emergency, has been even 
the more felt and appreciated. 

Though the system of our Free Schools is slow in its pro- 
gress toward perfection, having numerous and frequent hinder- 
ances to encounter, yet every year shows more or less of 
advancement, and for a considerable number of years, a 
comparatively high degree. Let any one compare the schools 
of the present day, in the town or in the State, with what 
they were thirty or forty years ago, in respect to text- -books, 
qualifications and wages of teachers, construction and furniture 
of school-houses, methods of teaching, and indeed every thing 
calculated to promote the efficiency and success of schools, and 
how great an improvement will be witnessed. 

Large, indeed, has been the outlay of expenditure upon the 
Public Schools of our Commonwealth. But have not the 
results far more than compensated all the cost? In the im- 
provements in the science and implements of agriculture which 
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have covered her territory with well-cultivated farms, in tne 
developments of skill in the mechanic arts which have scat- 
tered over it so many thriving villages, in the operations of 
inventive genius, making matter subservient to the will and 
the wants of man—whitening every ocean with the sails of 
commerce, procuring the products of every clime, and furnish- 
ing every dwelling within our borders with the comforts and 
conveniences of life—and above all, in the fact that our youth, 
as they become citizens, are trained defenders and safeguards 
of our free institutions ;—in all these, we discover some of the 
fruits of what has been expended for perfecting our common 
schools. 

It is only where a generous provision is made for diffusing 
intelligence among the masses of the people, that we behold 
such examples of enterprise, industry and thrift; or such 
whole-souled devotion to the cause of freedom. It was from 
communities trained under the influence of our free schools, 
that thousands rushed to the field, at the outbreak of the 
rebellion, with courage and determination to defend, to the 
utmost, our invaded rights—urged forth not as the blind 
instruments of a despot, or from motives of a sordid ambition, 
but by an enlightened sense of duty and love of country. 
Such intelligent patriotism and invincible fortitude, displayed by 
Massachusetts soldiers, will alike honor the country, and make 
a lasting illustration of the influence and worth of our system 
of public instruction. 


SUPERVISION OF THE SCHOOLS. 


The Committee was organized, Apml 4, 1863, by choosing 
Ricuarp M. Smiry, Chairman, and Baatis Sanrorp, Secre- 
tary. 

The High School, in District No. 1, was assigned to the 
supervision of the whole Committee. 

Sub-committees for visiting and examining schools were 
appointed, and schools assigned to each as follows: 

Nos. 1, West Primary, 3, 4, Grammar and Primary, to Mr. 
Smith. 


b) 

Nos. 1, Intermediate, and North Primary, 2, 7, 10, to Mr. 
Sanford. . 

Nos. 1, East Primary, 5, 6, to Mr. Grover. 

Mr. Smith having resigned his office as member of the Board, 
soon after the beginning of the Fall terms, the supervision of 
the schools that had been assigned to him was provided for, by 
assigning West Primary in No. 1, to Mr. Grover. 

Nos. 3, 4, Grammar, and Primary, to Mr. Sanford. 

Mr. Grover having been engaged for the Winter term in 
No. 6, the supervision of his school was assigned to Mr. Sanford. 


CONDITION OF THE SCHOOLS. 


In the aggregate, the schools of East Bridgewater, during the 
past year, have not, as we believe, been surpassed in excellence 
by those in any previous years. Some, of course, have been 
more successful than others; but in no instance has there been 
what may be called a failure; nor have any difficulties arisen 
in any which have required the aid of the Committee to settle ; 
while, in most instances, unmistakable marks of good improve- 
ment have been observed. 

The detailed Report of the several schools in town, which 
your Committee are required by law to make, they have en- 
deavored to characterize with all due candor and impartiality. 
Their estimate has been chiefly taken from actual inspection, 
in visits made sufficiently often to render them familiar with the 
condition of the schools, from month to month. 


NORTH PRIMARY. 
Miss Mary E. 'Trow, T'eacher. 


This has been Miss Trow’s third year of instruction 1n this 
school; and we think it has been highly favored in enjoying 
the benefit of her services for so long atime. We believe ita 
wise policy to continue a teacher in the same school, so long as 
the system of discipline and instruction is satisfactory to its 
supervisors and patrons. ‘The attendance was remarkably 
punctual and constant. Singing was quite general among the 
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boys, as well as the girls. And the deportment and move- 
ments harmonized with the dictates of order and decorum. 

Kindness, affection, and lively interest in the teacher for her 
pupils’ improvement, won their love and confidence, secured 
cheerful attention to study, and uniform regard even to her 
expressed wishes. Good proficiency was the general and natural 
result. 


EAST PRIMARY. 
Miss Mary E. Ryper, Teacher. 


This school was placed in charge of Miss Ryder, as her 
first experience in teaching. ‘The Committee are pleased to 
confess themselves well satisfied with the result. The efforts 
of the teacher were well adapted to meet the peculiar demands 
of the school. The pupils were brought, at once, under her 
complete control, and impressed with the idea that the school- 
room is a place for quiet and earnest efforts at self-improvement. 

That first and most important of all branches in a Primary 
school, Reading, was well taught. The constant and continued 
improvement in this branch, throughout the year, was indicative 
of patient drill and unwearied painstaking ; while in the other 
branches of Arithmetic, Geography, and Spelling, we think the 
school fully up to the average of our Primary schools. 


WEST PRIMARY. 
Miss Kate M. Noyes, T'eacher. 


It is always pleasing to the Committee to find, in our Primary 
schools, as in this instance, teachers who, though qualified by 
education to teach critically and thoroughly in schools of higher 
grade, are yet willing to devote themselves, heartily and fully, 
to the self-denying labors of the Primary. Miss Noyes has 
labored in a kind and devoted manner; winning, in a good 
degree, the good will of her youthful charge. The standing of 
the most advanced class, at the close of the year, was com- 
mendable ; exhibiting a good degree of promptness and accuracy 
in their recitations throughout. ‘The Reading of this class, 
however, was not so correct in spirit and manner as in some of 
our other Primaries. Some of the younger and less advanced 
classes, we think, will be under the necessity of reviewing @ 
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part of the ground passed over. ‘This is owing, doubtless, in 
ereat measure, to the fact that a large part of the school were 
very uregular in their attendance, during the last term. 


INTERMEDIATE—SUMMER AND FALL TERMS. 
Miss Lucy M. Lorine, Teacher. 


[A graduate of the Normal School in Salem. ] 


For these two terms, the talents of Miss Loring, which for 
two years preceding had gained her so much experience and 
commendation as teacher in one of the Primary schools in 
this District, were faithfully employed, and with a good degree 
of success—showing that her transfer to a school of higher 
grade was not unmerited or injudicious. 'Though it was evi- 
dent, in some of the classes, that they did not so appreciate 
her efforts, as to adopt close study and gain consequent good 
improvement, — and the difficulty of kindling interest and 
enthusiasm, to much extent, was not small,—gyet the school, 
as a whole, under her faithful management, exhibited the 
aspect of order and decorum, made fair proficiency in their 
studies, and, as she now retires from the profession, will doubt- 
less long remember her with respect and affection. 

The Winter term of this school was taught by Mr. Grorce 
T. Forp, a graduate of the Bridgewater Normal School. ‘This 
was Mr. Ford’s first attempt to put the theory of teaching in 
practice. In general, it is unfortunate for any school, and 
especially for a large one, not to enjoy the services of an expe- 
rienced teacher. Mere scientific knowledge may be very 
ample, and yet ineffectual, without the skill, acquired chiefly 
by experience, to apply it to the instruction, control and 
development of other minds. Every teacher, indeed, must 
make a beginning somewhere ; but if possible, let him begin 
where the instruction and discipline are comparatively easy. 

For his first term, of only ten weeks, Mr. Ford perhaps 
accomplished, in this important and difficult school, all that was 
reasonably to be expected. The closing examination evinced 
that fair improvement had been made, in the branches taught, 
with the exception of Spelling. Had not parents excused their 


children from attendance in so many cases, causing a great 
6 ~ 
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diminution of the school toward the latter part of the term, 
much better results would doubtless have been achieved. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


This school, at the commencement of the year, under Mr. 
Joun G. ApAms, was, we think, in a more flourishing condition 
than at any former period since its establishment. During the 
previous term, the school had been kept in an excellent state 
of respectful deportment and enthusiastic activity. ‘The same 
teacher had been engaged for the present year. Popular with 
parents and pupils, the school entered upon the Spring term 
very full in numbers, including a good share of that class of 
pupils known among teachers as ‘good material.” Pupils from 
without the district, were admitted to the full extent of the 
limitations, and others turned away. 

Thus increased, the school, after the most that could be 
done by way of classification, was found to require a larger 
number of recitations than could profitably be heard by one 
teacher, and Mr. Samuent P. ALLEN, who had previously taught 
the Intermediate school, but who was now pursuing classical 
studies in this department, was employed to assist. This 
gentleman also rendered efficient service in introducing and 
drilling the pupils in School Gymnastics; in which exercise 
their appearance, at the close of the term, was highly credi- 
table. | 

This entire term, we believe, was highly satisfactory, with few 
exceptions, to parents and scholars. Consequently, the latter 
were constant and enthusiastic in their labors; and listless 
stupidity, blundering carelessness, and mischievous scheming, 
were shamed out of sight, giving place to careful thought and 
sincere efforts at self-improvement. 


The Fall term was commenced by Mr. Apams, with promise 
of continued success, but at the end of two weeks he resigned 
his place, in order to accept a position in the Charlestown High 
School, with nearly double the salary he was receiving here. 
As it was necessary that another teacher should take immediate 
charge, Mr. Epmunp W. Nutter, of this town, consented to 
teach the remainder of the term. His efforts were well re- 
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ceived by the pupils, and the work accomplished satisfactory, 
as far as known, to all concerned. 


For the Winter term, it was necessary to employ a new and 
third teacher; and Mr. N. C. Scovinte, a member of the 
Senior class of Harvard, University, was placed in charge. 
That term, commencing in January, is still'in progress. Taking 
into consideration the excellent condition of the school during 
the three previous terms, it would seem to be rightfully and 
naturally expected, that a large amount of thorough and 
systematic labor should be accomplished this term. ‘The Com- 
mittee are hoping for satisfactory results. 

We believe, however, that no intelligent patron of the school 
can but deeply regret the necessity which compels so frequent 
changing of its teachers. Without a teacher more permanently 
employed, there can be no permanent establishment of its 
excellences, and no lasting removal of its defects. 


DISTRICT No. 2. 


This school, Summer and Winter terms, has been under the 
tuition of Miss Mary F’. Woop. 

After the first visits of the Committee in the Summer, there 
Was some improvement in discipline, of which there seemed 
to be especial need. 

But Miss Wood evidently found a more difficult task in 
governing and conducting the school in the Winter term—to 
perform which required impartial authority and vigor, as well 
as gentleness and patience. In most of the studies there was 
advancement. ‘The higher classes in Reading and Spelling 
appeared well. ‘The improvement in Writing was less evident. 
We hope that, during the coming year, more attention will be 
paid to that branch. 

This school, under proper management and instruction, is 
capable of being raised to a rank with any other ungraded 
school in town. 


UNION DISTRICT No. 3.—BeEaver. 


This school for the year has been under the efficient training 
of Miss Mary K. Arpen. * 
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Miss Alden brought to her work good moral and _ literary 
qualifications, long and successful experience, aptness to teach, 
and an earnest desire to accomplish the great end in view. The 
whole number of scholars under her discipline in the summer, 
was more than eighty—and we feel that in so large a school, 
few teachers could have done as well in securing excellent 
order, diligent application to study, and consequent good im- 
provement. ‘There was earnest and thorough instruction in all 
the branches pursued; and if, in the case of a portion of her 
pupils, she accomplished far less than she desired, it was not for 
any lack, on her part, of devoted energy and effort. Kindness 
and decision, without the need of severity, characterized the 
mode of discipline, with felicitous results. 

In the instruction of the Primary scholars, she was assisted 
by Miss Mary E. Joy, who evinced much fidelity and interest 
in her labors. In the winter, Miss Joy’s classes were collected 
in the lower room, under her exclusive charge, and appeared to 
have derived pleasure and proficiency from the daily exercises ; 
or at least, as much as could be expected in a room so dingy 
and destitute of adornment. 

Children, lke those of a larger growth, receive no small 
influence from their surroundings. And we earnestly recom- 
mend to the citizens of the District, an improvement of the 
interior of both their school-rooms, in respect to furniture and 
elegance,—believing that thus they would, in no small degree, 
advance their educational interests. Additional “ black-boards”’ 
are also much needed in the upper room. 


DISTRICT No. 4.—Jopra Vi.uaae. 


Higher Department.—Mr. Tuomas H. West, a graduate of 
the State Normal School at Bridgewater, taught this school, for 
the year, with high success. At all the visits of the Committee, 
the school presented a very commendable appearance. By his 
apt instruction, and excellent discipline, the teacher showed 
himself competent for his responsible position. The examina- 
tion in the various branches evinced much diligence, application 
and improvement, on the part of the pupils. And if, in many 
instances, the necessary home influence had secured more regu- 
lar attendance, still greater profits would have been reaped. 
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Lower Department. —'Teacher, summer and winter, Miss 
Mary C. Pratt. 

We think it fortunate that Miss Pratt’s services were secured 
for this school, for so long a time. However much credit she 
has earned in schools of higher grade, her aptness to teach, her 
interest and tact in controlling and training little children, ren- 
dered her labors efficiently useful in a school of this character. 
Under her affectionate care and skillful management, the school 
has been constantly progressing in the right direction. 


DISTRICT No. 5.—Norravictte. 
Miss Evpora Sanrorp, Teacher. 

A pleasing and satisfactory work has been accomplished in 
this school, during the year. It has been the effort of the 
teacher to inspire her pupils with a desire to improve, stimulate 
them to thought and investigation, and break up, as far as possi- 
ble, the often too dull monotony of school life. 

At the several visits of the Committee, the school-room has 
been a pattern of neatness, the order good, and the recitations 
commendable. Adding to this the high moral tone which 
characterized the teacher’s influence over her pupils, and it 
could not be supposed that the improvement was else than 
satisfactory. More than ordinary improvement was made in 
Geography, Grammar, and Penmanship—interest in the latter 
branch being increased by the offer of a prize for the most 
improvement, and by the attractive copies in the superior hand- 
writing of the teacher. The other branches, we believe, have 
been thoroughly and skillfully taught. One class has been 
carried through ‘‘Greenleaf’s Mental Arithmetic ”—a thing too 
seldom done—acquitting themselves much to their own, as 
well as the teacher’s credit. We desire that scholars may be 
thoroughly disciplined in that exercise, even though it be 
necessary to keep them in it after commencing written arith- 
metic. 


DISTRICT No. 6.—Satucker. 
Miss Lucy J. Perxins, Teacher. 


During the Summer and Fall terms, this school, in its com- 
position and requirements, differed but little from a Primary : 
there being but comparatively few scholars who were beyond 
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the age and standing of the more advanced classes in our 
Primary schools. As compared with schools composed of 
similar material with respect to age and previous attainments, 
we think the standing quite good. ‘The branch of Geography, 
was very successfully taught; and in most of the other 
branches the progress was fair. In Reading, however, the 
school needs to be moved to much greater enthusiasm and 
efficiency. 

This school, for the Winter term, was under the tuition of 
Mr. Epwarp O. Grover, a member of your Committee, whose 
fidelity, skill and efficiency as a teacher, are well under- 
stood, having been often happily illustrated in this and in other 
schools. 


DISTRICT No. 7.—West Crook. 


This school has been, for three consecutive years, under the 
tuition of Mr. Lewis EK. Noyszs, a teacher of extended experi- 
ence and success. Having had for so long a period the 
advantage of a uniform, excellent system of instruction and 
discipline, the school has appeared uniformly well in good 
progress and deportment. ‘The results, as witnessed at the 
examination of the Fall and Winter terms, were highly satisfac- 
tory to the Committee and the parents. While the classes in 
nearly all the studies pursued, appeared well, particular improve- 
ment was noted in Reading and Spelling, Grammar and 
Arithmetic. The peculiar advantages arising from good feeling 
between teacher, pupils, and parents, were plainly manifest. 


DISTRICT No. 10. 


This school, in Summer, was committed to the charge of 
Miss Desporau THAYER; who labored forcibly for its advance- 
ment. We have no doubt that when the “ old school” system 
of teaching was in repute, her labors would have been appre- 
ciated as evidence of decided ability. But in the present case, 
strong prejudices were unhappily excited among numbers of 
the pupils and the parents, which, whether well or ill-founded, 
could not be overcome, and greatly diminished the good effects, 
which her efforts might otherwise have produced. 

Of the scholars who did not absent themselves from the 
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final examination, those in Geography, Reading and Spelling, 
evinced fair improvement. 

This school, in Winter, was placed in the care of Mr. GEORGE 
F. Haywarp, who had had no experience in teaching ; but 
his industry, fidelity and interest in “ pursuing the even tenor 
of his course,” toward the accomplishment of his daily tasks, 
won for him the good-will and respect of the pupils and the 
confidence of the Committee. Good order was the prevailing 
rule, which had very few exceptions, and commendable progress 
was made in the various studies of the school. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


Such are the chief characteristics of our schools, during the 
year, affording ground for mutual congratulation. ‘T’here are 
still certain points in regard to their operations, demanding 
special care, in order to their reaching the highest results, and 
which we shall make the subject of a few suggestions. We 
think there is a prevailing tendency to neglect elementary 
branches, for the sake of more advanced studies. 


READING AND SPELLING. 


These branches the Committee have frequently presented to 
teachers and pupils, as claiming more attention than they have 
generally received. We believe it undeniable, that excellence 
in these branches constitutes the basis of a good education— 
that learning children to read and spell correctly, is putting 
into their hands the key that introduces them to the treasures 
of knowledge. 

We are happy to observe that more adequate attention 1s 
being paid to these branches, in most of our schools, than in 
former years, and that in many instances, a good degree of 
excellence in enunciation is witnessed. But there is still much 
room for improvement. That a greater proportion of time, 
study and instruction should be devoted to these branches, is 
evident from the fact that the number of what may be called 
good readers and. accurate spellers in our schools, or even 
among our public speakers, is lamentably small. 
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The art of reading has not, until within a few years, been . 
made the subject either of teaching or study, as have other 
branches of learning. And even now, many fondly cherish the 
former error—and seem to think that if they call the bare words 
elibly, the object of reading is attained, regardless of inflection, 
emphasis, or animation. ‘They regard it as only a mechanical 
exercise, to be gone through with asa matter of form, in the 
same monotonous manner, whether the piece be narrative or 
argumentative, grave or humorous, full of tender emotion or 
enthusiasm. This exercise, so common and trite, is deemed 
the least important part of school studies—at least not so 
interesting and dignified as some others. And this feeling is 
too often encouraged by parents and even teachers, who gratify 
the fancies of children for the higher and more showy branches. 
It is a sad mistake. Schools should be thoroughly taught 
distinctness of articulation—the spelling, defining, enunciation 
of words—and such an utterance of sentences as gives to each 
word and letter its distinct, appropriate sound. And what is 
more, the pupil must be taught to read with the understanding. 
A short lesson having been assigned, it should be made a 
subject of study, to understand the meaning and aim of the 
author, and to bring out, when read, a full expression of it. If, 
on trial, the pupil fails to do this, let the teacher show in what 
respects, requiring him to repeat the reading, until it is correct. 
Such a course, more generally and vigorously pursued in our 
_ schools, would tend to greater and more rapid improvement in 
this branch of study. And the advantage gained will com- 
pensate all the cost. For to every reflecting mind it must be 
obvious, that so long as there is a failure in reading and spelling, 
the attainment of good scholarship and positions of trust and 
profit, is hopeless. 

We would not, by any means, discourage the aspirations of 
scholars for the higher grades, nor dissuade teachers from 
urging them on, provided it be not done at the expense of 
thoroughness in these fundamental branches, without which 
there will not be thoroughness in any other. It is unfortunate 
that, in so many instances, an unhealthful craving for the so- 
called advanced studies has withdrawn proper attention from 
that which is more practical, and therefore more important and 
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indispensable ; so that it is not very rare to find classes in 
Physiology, Philosophy, or Algebra, which have never been 
trained to read with decent propriety, or if called upon to write 
a single sentence, not copied from a book, commit ndiculous 
blunders in spelling and punctuation: 


WRITING. 


This is another branch, which, in the present crowd of 
studies, is in danger of being too much neglected. It is not 
taught in schools with as much frequency and care, as it was 
many years ago. It is within the recollection of some of us, 
when a portion of each half-day in school was devoted to 
Writing ; while all, in the study of Arithmetic, had severally 
a manuscript, in which they recorded for exhibition the problems 
they had wrought, with the solution. All this was calculated 
to produce great proficiency in the skillful use of the pen. 
This plan may not be fully admissible now, but we hold that 
a half hour should be devoted to this exercise every other day, 
and daily, where circumstances possibly permit. In the press 
of new studies in latter years, it has often been put far into the 
back-ground. Yet we believe it is still one of the most impor- 
tant branches to be taught in common schools, in fitting 
children for the business of life. With the great majority of 
children, the public school furnishes the only opportunity of 
learning to write. If they fail of the chance there, they find 
it nowhere. It has been thought by some, that instructors take 
less pleasure and pains, and are more easily discouraged, in 
teaching this branch than any other. It does indeed require 
much patience, resolute will, and perseverance. But these 
qualities a teacher should have, and is expected to possess ; 
and with these, he can teach writing as well as any thing else. 

The schools of last year furnish many fine individual 
specimens, in this elegant and highly useful art; while, on the 
contrary, others have appeared with the last page written worse 
than the first. And we have sometimes found, at the closing 
examination, an entire set of writing-books showing neatness 
and improvement from beginning to end. ‘This we consider 
one of the best recommendations of teacher and writers, and 
earnestly hope that this pleasing feature may ere long appear in 


the character of all the schools. 
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ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 


This, we apprehend, is another subject in danger of not 
receiving its proportionate share of attention in our schools. 
This study, in the opinion of experienced educators, may be 
profitably begun and pursued at the age of ten or twelve years. 
But many scholars of this age entirely neglect it—while to the 
few who do begin it, it is dry and distasteful, and in con- 
sequence, they make little proficiency. This is owing, it is 
believed, in no small degree, to the methods by which it is 
commonly taught. Merely memorizing the words, definitions 
and rules of the book, without familiar illustrations and exam- 
ples from the teacher, to show their meaning and practical use, 
must be a perplexing and almost profitless task. 

Not only is it necessary that the teacher should be well 
versed in the study, but that he should have skill and disposition 
to explain its terms and topics, so as to give the learner a clear 
understanding of their application to the proper use of language. 
If this is not done, no wonder if it is considered “ stale, flat and 
unprofitable.” Your Committee have had, the past year, con- 
clusive and gratifying proof that it can be made an interesting 
and attractive study ; by the practice of some teachers in first 
presenting it, in its elements and facts, orally and in writing, 
and then, analytically and practically. in sentences; so as not 
only to enable the learner to see the beauty and force of the 
thoughts of others, but at length to express his own with 
propriety. 

There is great advantage to those in this -branch, in being 
frequently required to write composition. ‘This will give them 
a practical use of the principles of grammar and the rules of 
syntax. Let them begin with narratives, or the writing in 
journals of thoughts and facts derived from the teacher, or 
from other sources. ‘This we especially recommend, as not 
only a means of securing valuable information, but as leading 
them to a knowledge of the proper structure of words into 
sentences as the vehicle of thought. 

Besides, writing composition affords excellent opportunities 
for testing and increasing their attainments in spelling, punctua- 
tion and penmanship. 

This study, teaching the art of speaking and writing our 
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noble language with propriety—what part of education can be 
more useful, or remunerative? What should attract more 
strongly? And yet, how many in our schools, who may be 
ciphering in some of the advanced chapters of mathematics, 
(which, we concede, is highly important in its proper place,) 
cannot write a letter of business or friendship, in fair penman- 
ship, or without grammatical blunders, or errors in respect to 
punctuation—which aids in the expression of thought as much 
as the words themselves. We earnestly hope this branch of 
study, in the next and coming years, will receive from scholars 
and teachers, its full appreciation. 


MetHops IN GEOGRAPHY. 


It is common in schools, to hear little else in this branch but 
a dry rehearsal of words in the text-book. But this mere com- 
mitting words to memory, for the sake of reciting them to the 
teacher, without any effort on his part to awaken thought and 
inquiry in respect to the features of the earth’s surface, and the 
reasons of the phenomena brought to view, is of little practical 
value. This mere rehearsal of words from memory, we are 
satisfied, is in most cases attended with no clear idea of things. 
The words, for the most part, pass through the mind, leaving it 
empty as before. To abolish this method for a more excellent 
way, the teacher must be thoroughly acquainted with this 
science, in its principles and divisions, and in the classification 
of its details; as much so as with the rules of Arithmetic. He 
must be so familiar with the subject, and all its parts, as to teach 
it by topics—requiring the pupils to learn all they can concern- 
ing the given topics from the text-book and other sources, and 
he should then come to the recitation without the book, as they 
are required to come, and in connection with their statements, 
give illustrations and start inquiries calculated to excite curiosity, 
and to make them think about the wonders and beauties with 
which the world abounds, and which they naturally desire to 
know. It is important that they be frequently directed to the 
printed maps, but still more, that they be taught to draw maps 
of their own, giving from memory the outlines, divisions and 
chief characteristics of countries and states; and, that they then’ 
be fully questioned in all the parts and aspects of the work. 
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Let this plan be pursued, and Geography would not be the dry 
and distasteful study that now it too oftenis. It would be 
found fraught with most interesting and lasting instruction to 
the youthful mind and heart. A similar method was adopted 
in some of our schools, the past year, with very gratifying 
results. That it may be universal, is our earnest desire. 


Vocat Music. 


This, as a general exercise, has been practiced to some extent, 
during the year, and we strongly recommend its more general 
culture in the school-room, especially when the teacher can lead 
in the exercise. We are fully convinced that it is an efficient 
method of promoting the welfare of schools, by being highly 
conducive to cheerfulness, health, and all the better feelings of 
our nature, as well as to the proper modulation and compass of 
the voice. Nothing seems better adapted to aid in relieving the 
tedium arising from fixed position, and continued application to 
study ; and to prepare the mind for renewed efforts. Our expe- 
rience has taught us that the teacher is every way aided in his 
work, where singing is practiced; but that he “might as well 
expend his direct efforts upon carved wooden images of children, 
as upon scholars after the mind is tired out.” 


PuysicaLt 'I'RAINING. 


While earnestly engaged in efforts for the advancement of our 
children. in intellectual attainments, their physical education 
must by no means be overlooked. Health, it should be remem- 
bered, is essential to vigorous progress in knowledge, to efficient 
usefulness, or even the enjoyment of any of the blessings 
of life; and the possession of it depends on knowing and 
observing its laws. ‘To disregard these, in our zealous endeav- 
ors to educate the mind, is a most destructive policy, as the 
annals of youthful suffering and mortality sadly testify. Let us 
remember that the object of our educational system is to pro- 
duce, so far as human agency can do it, sound minds in healthful 
bodies. 

Teachers should exercise a vigilant care for the preservation 
of the health of their pupils—by maintaining the proper cleanli- 
ness of the school-room ; by the regulation of its temperature, to 
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avoid the extremes of heat and cold; by its suitable ventilation, 
so that the pupils shall not inhale a noxious atmosphere ; and 
by training them to habits of erect position in their seats, and 
proper attitudes in all their movements in the school-room and 
elsewhere. 

Moreover, Gymnastic or Calisthenic exercises may be intro- 
duced to great advantage. ‘Those who were present at the 
examinations of the High school, could not have failed to be 
highly gratified in witnessing the physical exercises in which 
the pupils had been trained. ‘The time devoted to them, each 
term, was not taken from hours allotted to study, nor attended 
‘ with much expense. 

But the system of Free Gymnastics, requiring neither imple- 
ments nor cost, and more susceptible of general application, we 
‘consider more highly useful, especially in Primary schools, in 
relieving the tediousness and monotony of the ordinary routine, 
and promoting health and bodily vigor. And it is an auspicious 
fact, that this method of physical training occupies so large a 
share of the public attention, and is being made in Normal and 
other seminaries, an important part of the education of those 
who are to become instructors in our common schools. 


MorAL CULTURE. 


The fact should not be lost sight of, that our system of public 
education contemplates the cultivation of refined manners and 
virtuous character, not less than the mental and physical im- 
provement of our youth. And to the achievement of such 
culture, the laws of the State require that “all instructors of the 
young shall exert their best endeavors.” Denominational pecu- 
liarities are not to be introduced in the school-room ; but “ the 
principles of virtue and piety,” as taught in the Divine Oracles, 
are to be there ineulcated. Otherwise, our common school 
system—exert ourselves as we may for intellectual progress—will 
come far short of its object. On the training of the young to 
habits of moral virtue, the safety and welfare of society, as well 
as their individual happiness, depend. 

Let teachers then fully and practically recognize the duties 
imposed on them by the laws of the Commonwealth. Let 
them habitually teach their pupils the radical distinction be- 
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tween the right and the wrong in human feeling and conduct ; 
seek to enlighten and educate the conscience ; to guard them by 
example and precept, against all that is vulgar and discourteous 
in manners, petulant or harsh in temper, profane or untruthful 
in speech, base or wicked in action; and to stimulate their 
aspirations and efforts to the practice of all those qualities that 
elevate and ennoble man. 

Let parents and Committees insist on the selection of such 
teachers as combine moral with literary qualifications, and then 
give them their confidence. In every appropriate way make 
them feel that they have your sympathy, support and co-opera- 
tion. ‘This will add greatly to their encouragement, power, 
and success. 


All which is respectfully submitted, 


BAALIS SANFORD, 
EDWARD O. GROVER, 
School Committee. 
Hast Bridgewater, Feb. 29, 1864. 
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


Tue Selectmen of the Town of Easr Brincewarer 
submit the following Report of Receipts and Expen- 
ditures of said Town, for the year ending February 
28, 1865. 


APPROPRIATIONS MADE AT THE ANNUAL MARCH 
MEETING, 1864. 

Voted, 'T'o raise twenty-five hundred dollars for the support of schools. 

Voted, 'To raise one thousand dollars for the support of the poor. 

Voted, To raise eight hundred and fifty dollars for the repair of roads, 
bridges and culverts. 

Voted, To raise two hundred dollars for clearing roads from snow. 

Voted, To raise one thousand dollars for incidental expenses and abate- 
ment of taxes. 

Voted, To raise eight hundred dollars for the payment of Town Officers 
and Committees. 

Voted, To raise twenty-five hundred dollars for the payment of Town 
debts and interest. 

Voted, To raise six thousand dollars for the payment of bounties to fill 
the Town quota. 

Voted, To raise twelve hundred dollars to meet the discount on taxes. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Support of Schools, : . $2,500 00 
Support of the Poor, . . 1,000 00 
Repair of Roads, Bridges and aiees eae . 850 00 
Clearing Roads from Bee : : 200 00 
Incidental Expenses and abatement of ieee . 1,000 00 
Payment of Town Officers and Committees, ‘ 800 00 
Payment of ‘Town Debts and Interest, pa ors a0 100 
Payment of Bounties to fill Quota, . ; . 6,000 00 
To meet Discount on Taxes, . F 412 20000 


os 


$ 16,050 00 
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Voted, To assess in a tax upon the polls and estates of the Town, the 
sum of sixteen thousand and fifty dollars. 

Voted, 'To raise two thousand dollars as a specific tax, to be expended in 
labor onthe highway, and the highway surveyors to be collectors of said 
tax. 

At a subsequent Legal Meeting of the Inhabitants of said Town, held 
August Ist, 

Voted, To raise the sum of eight thousand five hundred dollars (in addi- 
tion to the six thousand dollars already voted and assessed) for the payment 
of bounties to volunteers, to fill the Town quota, and assess the same on the 
polls and estates in the assessment of 1865. 


EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLS, FOR 1864-5. 
Union District Nos. 1, 8 and 9.—Scholars, 310. 


Their proportion of money for 1864, . $974 48 

Balance due trom last year, ; r ; ’ SP PIBS MS 

$1,164 19 
Paid N. C. Scovell, for teaching, . BIB STD 
« Hosea Kingman, *“ : eweiicd TD 
sc G. W. Lawrence, “ ‘ «oe COO UD 
« Eudora Sanford, <« : - . 105.00 
ee maran (a. Hinkley, if - 1850 00 
«© Mary E. Ryder, «“ : - ' 140 00 
ss Lucia M:. Harris, « 5? 208 Ue LSOTOU 
«© Mary 8S. Osborne, *“ : : 45 00 


Balance due from treasury, : , t 11 69 


$1,164 19 


District No. 2.—Scholars, 52. 


‘Their proportion of money for 1864, : : - ¢209 39 
Balance due from last year, .. ; : 42 21 


$251 60 
Paid Ellis W. Holmes, for teaching, . . $84 00 
«Julia E. Soper, $ ; ‘ 25 00 
‘© Thomas H. West, * ‘ 72120.-00 
«« Contingent expenses, ; 20 00 
Balance due from treasury, ; 2 60 


$251 60 
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District No. 3.—Scholars, 80. 


Their proportion of money for 1864, : ‘ . $271 46 
Paid Simeon J. Dunbar, for teaching, . $193 00 
«« Mary D. Forbes, A 42 00 
«« Contingent expenses, Li 
Balance due from treasury, : : : 24 74 
$271 46 


District No. 4.—Scholars, 117. 


Their proportion of money for 1864, . $356 19 
Paid Elighta A. Dean, for teaching, - $185 25 
«‘« Harriet G. Josselyn, . ! . 144 00 
“Contingent expenses, 29 33 

$ 358 58 

Overdrawn, : , ; : } : 2 39 

$ 356 19 
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District No. 5.—Scholars, 46. 


Their proportion of money for 1864, ; . $193 65 
Balance due from last year, ; : DY 29 
$194 94 
Paid Mary Whitmarsh, for teaching, . $46 00 
«Mary 8. Osborne, “ 40 25 
*« Contingent expenses, ; dcbenddls88 
Balance due from treasury, : ; 90 81 
$194 94 


District No. 6.—Scholars, 54. 


Their proportion of money for 1864, SG QT s9T 
Balance due from last year, .. 87 55 
$299 52 
Paid Mary E. Wood, for teaching, . . $100 00 
ss Edward O. Grover, “ A ie 80 00 
«« Contingent expenses, ' 34 58 
Balance due from treasury, 84 94 
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District No. 7.—Scholars, 68. 


Their proportion of money for 1864, 
Paid overdrawn last year, . ‘ indn$28 16 
« LL. E. Noyes, for teaching, : . 224 73 


Overdrawn, . 


Disirict No. 10.—Scholars, 42. 


Their proportion of money for 1864, 

Paid overdrawn last year, itn me “OS 
«© Annie E. Thompson, for Seite: ‘ 48 00 
« Lucy A. Cushman, “e ; 44 00 
* Boarding teachers, . : ; : 73 00 
« Contingent expenses, ’ 19 00 

Overdrawn, ' 


Joseph Foster.—1\ Scholar. 


His proportion of money for 1864, . ; $4 
Balance due from last year, 4 


Paid teaching in Halifax, 


Cyrus Monroe, Jr.—1 Scholar. 


His proportion of money for 1864, 
Paid teaching in Halifax, 


Edward Y. Hayward.—1 Scholar. 


His proportion of money for 1864, 
Paid teaching in North Bridgewater, 


$184 49 


$184 68 
19 


$184 49 


$9 33 
$9 33 


$4 57 
$4 57 


$4 57 
$4 57 


~ 
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Orlando Alger.—1 
His proportion of money for 1864, 


Balance due from last year, 


Paid teaching in North Bridgewater, . 


Scholar. 


Go OS 
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EXPENSES OF SUPPORTING THE POOR. 
Town Grant $1,000. 


ALMSHOUSE ACCOUNT. 


Dr. 
Inventory, February 28, 1864, 
Cash on hand Feb. 28, 1864. 
Due from sundry persons, 
Interest on farm, 
Interest on stock and fur ae 
Warden’s salary, | 
Paid sundry persons for rslies 


Cr. 


Inventory, February 28, 1865, 

Cash on hand, Feb. 28, 1865, 

Due from sundry persons ; 

Labor by warden and inmates repairing 
out-building, ‘ 

Labor by warden and inmates cutting 
wood on Curtis’ lot, 


Cost of supporting poor at the house, 


Whole number of paupers during the year, 


Average number during the year, 
Present number at the house, 
Average cost per week for support, 


$1,432 2 


00 


$3,262 32 


$2,700 98 
$561 34 
14 
73 
8 
$1 44 


- 


EXPENSES OUT OF THE HOUSE. 
Paid for the support of Mrs. Deborah Bates and children, $100 00 


‘6 ‘ é< Mrs. L. Keith, Jr., 6 125 31 
‘ ‘< “6 Mrs. L. S. Hathaway, 6 33 90 
“6 ‘“ e Mrs. P. Osborn, Jr. “6 d1 43 
“ ‘<6 “ Mrs. H. Robinson, . 36 88 
«6 “ ‘“ Mrs. William Osborne, <“ 96 158 
és “< “ Mrs. Z. Sturtevant, id 171 18 
6 és ‘< Mrs. M. B. Maine, vy 58 90 
é< “ ‘ Nahum Ramsdall and family, 131 85 
« « “6 Orrin Parris and family, 27 00 
‘6 4 66 Edward Sharp and family, 86 25 
“ ‘<6 “6 Oliver Sharp, : : : 52 00 
“ ‘6 “< James B. Young, . 4 2 00 
‘< ‘6 «<6 Rufus K. Osborne’s child, 6 00 
$< ‘6 «< Sybil P. Dunbar, . a9 42 
‘ ‘6 ‘<6 Lucina Mitchell, . . 25 00 
“ “ “6 Sarah A. Chamberlain, . : 41 50 
‘<6 «6 “ Nancy Orcutt, ; 14 00 


«© City of New Bedford, support of Melissa Mitchell, 14 18 


$1,185 i 


ROADS, BRIDGES AND CULVERTS. 
Town Grant, $850.00 


Paid Charles H. Goss, work on road, : , $50 00 
« Yeonard Hill, “ : ; . 6 83 
<«¢ Tsaac Brown, <6 : : ; 5 74 
ss Charles A. Latham, ‘* ‘ : 3 00 
« John Bill, és , . 3 33 
« Eliab Latham, e : f ; 32 350 
« Simeon Richmond, e ’ : : 14.44 
«©  Tsaac Nutter, ff ; 4 56 
« Galen Willis, work on bridge and at ; 78 78 
« Merritt Jenkins, 6 3 98 
«© John B. Thayer, 2 6 26 
«<  Zenas W. Sturtevant, ‘6 . 4 00 
«“ John Lubee, ‘6 2 00 
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Paid William Reed, work on bridge and culvert, —. $4 00 
«Elbridge G. Lyon, us 1 67 
<< Simeon G. Whitmarsh, “ 1 67 
«© Martin Beals, sc 2 00 
« John B. Porter, ‘6 2 83 
«< .Cephas A. Porter, a 9 67 
« Horace M. Peck, gravel 4 95 
« — Waldo Hayward, cree 2 16 
« Galen Allen, ‘6 3.12 
«« Seth Bryant, “ 13 32 
«  ~=6Asa T. Whitman, ce 5 58 
«© Charles A. Latham, «“( 1 80 
«© Nathaniel W. French, ‘“ i - : 4 00 
« John F. Steingard, $f : 84 
“Benj. M. Ackerman, Ef : ‘ T 24 
« Joseph Chamberlain, stone, 7 ; : 12 50 
«| Samuel G. Alden, lumber, . , ; 9 55 
‘¢ Charles W. Tiddall, iron, : A ; 1 25 
« Bartlett R. Alden, spikes, . , ; Tet 
FE. B. Iron Co. cinder, . F ‘ 08 41 

$ 362 85 


EXPENSE OF CLEARING THE ROADS FROM SNOW. 


Town Grant, $200. 


Paid Mark P. Hudson, ‘ : ‘ : $1 50 
« Josiah Hathaway, . i 60 
$2 10 


BOUNTY PAID VOLUNTEERS. 
Town Grant, $ 14,500. 


Names. Term of service. Amount. 
Ashley Abel S., . - one year, . - . $125 00 
Almon, David, . ; é three years, : ‘ 125 00 
Baker, Alexis, . ‘ : three years, ‘ ; 125 00 
Brett, Algernon S. F : three years, ; : 125 00 
Bearce, Anthony J... : three years, : 3 125 00 


Brown, Henry, . : ; three years, é ! 125 00 


Names. 
Brown, Henry T. . 
Brown, William, . 
Brown, John, 
Brown, T.S., Jr. . 
Burgess, Henry C. 
Bowman, Benj. F. 


Bowman, Charles F. 


Berry, Patrick, 
Benjamin, Herman, 
Bates, Samuel A. 
Copeland, Almer P. 


Coughlin, Bartholomew, 


Cleland, Charles, . 
Cotton, Dennet, 
Crocker, Elbridge, 
Connor, James, 
Clark, James, 
Cavin, Patrick, 
Corcoran, Timothy, 
Conter, William T. 
Currin, William, 
Crone, William, 
Davis, Freeman, . 
Dyer, George H. . 
Elbin, David, 
Estus, James, 
Flage, Charles W. 


35? 


Flagg, Francis R. 
Field, Edward F. . 
Fuller, Ezra T. 
Fisher, George L. 
Farwell, Joseph J. 
Failing, John C. 
Gould, Charles, 
Griffin, Patrick, 
Grosvenor, Silas N. 
Holton, Eh, . 
Hollis, George, 
Harden, Henry C. 
Howland, John O. 
Holmes, John, 


Holden, Robertus J. 


Jackson, Andrew, 
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Term of service. 


one year, 
three years, 
three years, 
one year, 
one year, 
one year, 
one year, 
one year, 
three years, 
one year, 
one year, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
one year, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
one year, . 
three years, 
one year, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
one year, 
three years, 
three years, 
one year, 
one year, 
one year, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
one year, 
one year, 
three years, 
three years, 
one year, 


Amount, 


$ 125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
1:25 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 


125 


125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


00 
00 


Names. 
James, David, 
Jones, Hillard, 
Kenney, George W. 
Kaler, James, 
Kinsley, Thomas, 
Lehr, Anthony, 
Lakin, Charles, 
Lawton, Edward, . 
Long, Francis, 
Lincoln, David H. 
Maze, Andrew J. . 
Murphy, Charles, . 
Murphy, William, 
Mahony, Dennis, . 
Monroe, George M. 
Mitchell, Gerry, 
Milton, John, 
Martin, John S. 
MeArvin, John, 


McKenney, Barnard, 


McMahon, Michael, 
McNulty, Martin, 
McDully, James, . 
Mann, Samuel W. 
Nourse, Charles A. 


Nutterville, Richard, 


Osborne Eliab N. 
O’Brien, William, 
O’Neil, William, . 
Plews, John, 
Peppard, Patrick, . 
Peters, William, 
Petrerie, William, 
Peterson, William, 
(Quinn, James, 
Quinninn Alex. 
Redding, John, 
Ryan, John, . 
Revis, Leonard, 
Rice, Michael, 
Ripley, Horace A. 
Round, William F. 
Russell, Thomas, . 
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Term of service. 


three years, 
three years, 
one year, 

one year, 

three years, 
three years, 
one year, 

three years, 
three years, 
one year, 

three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
one year, 

one year, 

three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
one year, 

three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
one year, 

three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
one year, 

three years, 


Amount, 


$ 125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
Loh 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 

. UBD 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 
125 


125 


00 


00 


Names. 
Slattery, Daniel, 
Scofield, Peter, 
Spooner, Jacob P. 
Smith, Reuben B. P. 
Springfield, Wiliam, 
Sheridan, William, 
Towle, Augustine, 
Talbot, Christopher, 
Tinkham, David L. 
Thurlow, Jeremiah D. 
Thorp, Joshua, 
Trimble, John, 


Thompson, Lysander M. 


Tillson, Mercer V. 
Wagner, Andrew J. 
Wright, Charles, . 
Wilson, Charles, 
Whitman, Asa W. 
Wood, George W. 
Winsor, George H. 
Walsh, James, 
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Term of service. 


three years, 
three years, 
one year, 
one year, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
one year, 
one year, 
one year, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
three years, 
one year, 
one year, 
one year, 
three years, 


STATE AID, 


From January 1, 1864, to January 1, 1865. 


Allen, Charles E., wife, y 

Andrews, George W., father and biathien; 
Aldrich, Stillman, wife and two children, 
Adams, Watson F., father and mother, 

Brett, Algernon §., mother, 
Burgess, Bertrand, father and mother, 
Bowman, Charles F., wife and three children, 
Bennett, Eleazer C., wife and child, 

Bryant, John, wife and two children, 
Brown, John E., father and mother, é 
Blanchard, Wm. W., wife and two children, 
Brown, Wm. H., wife and two children, 
Coughlin, Bartholomew, wife, 

Crocker, Elbridge, wife and child, 
Chamberlain, Francis B., wife and four children, 
Cotton, Dennett, wife and three children, 
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Cook, Joshua, wife, 


Cushing, Joseph W., wife ie sheen Teter 


Carroll, John, wife, ; 
Connor, James, wife and ae childien: 
Curtis, Minot S., father and mother, 
Corcoran, Rshotby: father, q 
Carter, Wm. T., wife and three children, 
Drake, Charles, wife and two children, 
Dyar, George R., father and mother, 
Dunlap, John, wife and child, 

Eddy, Allen P., father and mother, 
Ellis, Elihu T., wife, q 

Edson, ‘tela A. father and mother 
Edson, Seth R., wife and three children, 
Flagg, Charles W., mother, . 

Flagg, Francis R., wife, 

Fuller, Ezra T., wife and two children, 
Field, Edward F., wife and child, 
Flynn, John, wife and four children, . 
French, Tolman, wife and two children, 
French, William H., father and mother, 
Fullerton, William H., wife and child, 
Foster, Samuel, wife and child, 

Gould, Henry K., mother, 

Gammon, Leonard F., father and nines ; 
Gurney, Seth P., father and mother, 
Hall, Augustus F., wife and child, 
Holmes, Alonzo L., wife and two children, 
Harris, Arthur, father and mother, 
Hayward, Benj. L., father and mother, 
Hayward, Josiah E., wife, 

Hoyt, Daymon, wife and child, 
Hartford, Evina, father and mother, 
Hudson, Galen O., mother, : 
Hudson, John, wife and three children, 
Harden, Henry C., father and mother, 
Harden, Noah T., father, 

Harden, Nahum F. .. Wife and child, 

Hill, Isaac F., wife and child, 

Howland, John O., wife and four children, 
Johnson, Augustus, wife and child, 


Johnson, James G., wife and three children, 
Jaquith, Charles W., wife and four children, 
Josselyn William W., wife and two children, 


Keen, Aaron M., wife and child, 
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Kingman, Francis M., child, 

Kingman, James, wife and child, 

Keith, Thomas, father and mother, © 

Leach, Alonzo W., wife and child, . 

Lehr, Anthony, wife and five children, 

Lakin, Charles, mother, 

Lincoln, Matthew W., wife and child, 

Lincoln, Isaac H., wife and child, . ; ‘ 
Lincoln, Wm. B., father and mother, 

Maze, Andrew J., wife and six children, 

Mc Kenney, Bernard, wife and two children, . 
Me Carter, Charles, wife and three children, 
Mahony, Dennis, mother, 

Morse, Geo. H., wife and child, 

Marston, Nymphas W., wife and four shildeeh, 
Maine, William H., wife, . { , i 
Murphy, William, three children, ; 
Mitchell, William S., wife, child and oiign 
Osborne, Edward S., father and mother, 
Osborne, Eliab N., wife and child, 

Osborne, Henry A., mother and five sisters, 
O’Brien, William, wife and three children, 
Packard, Alpheus, father and mother, 
Packard, Edmond T., wife and two children, . 
Porter, Calvin, wife and four children, . 
Porter, Isaac R., wife and four children, 
Porter John, wife and child, 

Pratt, Ebenezer H., mother, . 

(Juinn, James, wife and two children, 

(Quigley, Patrick, wife, . 

Ripley, Horace A., mother, 

Richmond, Josiah, wife and two childrén 
Revis, Leonard, three children, 

Randall, Seth L., wife, . 

Round, William F., wife and child, 

Sharp, Alonzo, father, ‘ 4 
Shaw, Charles F., wife and four children, 
Shaw, Ira C., wife and three children, 

Shaw, Wm. M., wife and two children, . 
Steingard, Daniel N., father and mother, 
Steingard, Joseph A., wife, 

Steingard, John F., Jr., wife, 

Slattery, Daniel, wife and child, 

Ss deh hui John, wife, 

Spooner, Jacob P., wife and two chilean, 
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Sampson, Wm. S., wife and four childen, 
Springfield, William, wife and four children, . 
Towle, Augustus, wife and three children, 
Trow, George H., mother, 

Thomas, Isaac S., wife, 

Tinkham, Byivancs wife and child, 
Underwood, James O., wife and four children, 
Vickey, Augustus B., Wife and three children, 
Wagner, Andrew J., wife and three children, 
Whitman, Asa W.., father and mother, 

White, Cushing, wife and two children, . 
White, Nehemiah, wife and two children, 
Winsor, Eldridge, wife and child, 

Wheeler, George A., wife, 

Wood, George W., wife and four it tater 
Wilaer, James, mother and four sisters, 
Williams, John, mother, 


Amount paid in January and February, 1865— 


Less amount not to be reimbursed by the State— 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Town Grant, $1,000. 


$137 60 


144 00 
44 00 

52 00 

43 20 

32 00 

37 70 
$8,834 96 
1,611 75 


$10,446 71 
66 30 


$10,380 41 


Paid 'T. R. Marvin & Son, print’g town reports and blanks, $116 20 


John H. Vosmoss, for repairing Town House, 


Alfred Griffin, for recruiting purposes, 


Calvin Reed, << “ 
Robert C. Keith,  « cs 
Francis Worcester, ‘“ “ 
George Bryant, nh 56 
B. W. Harris, de 66 
James L. Washburn, military services in 61 
Alfred Worthington, “ 61 
Emery Jaquith, 2 5 61 
Isaac N. Bourne, 6 < 61 
Francis M. Kingman, “ 6s 61 
Nymphus W. Marston, <“ es 61 


Clark Wentworth, painting guide boards, 


“24 49 
33 32 
18 95 

7 00 
375 00 
69 06 
60 00 
30 00 
30 00 
28 14 
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Paid Charles Thompson, expressing, 


Isaac N. Nutter, books for schools, 

Joseph Chamberlain, surveying, 

George Bryant, books and blanks, . 

Labor and materials for repairing out buslarie 
at Almshouse, : 

Robert Curtis, for standing Boba for Poor, 

George Bryant, stationery, ety and revenue 
stamps, . 

George Bryant, Railroad fare a expenses, 

Telegraph despatch, : : : 

Samuel P. Allen, recording military statistics, . 

Bartlett R. Alden, hiring money and expenses, 

Jarvis Burrell, printing posters, 

For abatement of taxes in 1863 and 1864, 


15 85 
10 77 

1 00 
16 40 
46 21 

6 40 
658 18 


ee 


$2,049 51 


TOWN OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES. 


Town Grant, $800. 


Paid Edward O. Grover, School Committee, ’63, 


Charles A. Latham, Selectman, ’63, 


George Bryant, 
Galen Willis, ci 
Isaac Nutter, ee 
George Bryant, Assessor, 
Galen Willis, e¢ 


Isaac Nutter, . 
George Rani Overseer of the ae 
Galen Willis, ie ‘§ 


Isaac Nutter, oe 6 
Baalis Sanford, School Committee, 
Wilham H. Osborne, “ 6 
Edward W. Nutter, “ 6 


Isaac N. Nutter, ‘Town Clerk, 
Bartlett R. Alden, Collector, 
Bartlett R. Alden, Constable, 
Sidney Packard, Sexton, 


$48 50 
1 50 
118 50 
23 Td 
33 25 
136 50 
8 950 
12 41 
10 50 
9 67 
11 50 
56 90 
46 26 
24 715 
42 62 
218 86 
11 50 
84 10 


$899 56 


by 


RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 


Paid for schooling, : ; ; $2,721 61 
«« support of poor, . ; : > 1,696 49 
«¢_*¢ incidental expenses, . , : 2,049 51 
«6 “State aid to families, . bane 10,446 71 
« repairing roads, bridges and culverts, 362 85 
« = "Town officers and Gorniniittees : , 899 56 
«© clearing the roads from snow, . ; 2 10 
‘Bounties, : , 14,125 00 

$32,303 83 
DEBTS. 

We find that the town owes the following sums :— 

Bonds, ; : . $22,600 00 

Notes on time and on demand, . 18,881 41 

Due the several school districts, ; : 3 212 20 

Unsettled accounts and interest, estimated, . : 200 00 

Outstanding orders, . : : ; : . 415 950 

$ 37,309 11 
CREDITS. 


Available means for paying the above amount : 
Due from the State, on account of aid furnished 


volunteers’ families, : : . $10,380 41 
Due from B. R. Alden, Treasurer and Collector, 6,087 72 
“ Town of Plymouth, for support oy Ped tg 723 56 

ri - Lakeville, a 138 26 

:- 4 Nantucket, a a 24 50 
Wood standing and cut on Curtis loton: : 225 00 
$17,579 44 

Balance against the 'T'own, . .° LOIS 

$ 37,309 11 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE BRYANT, 
GALEN WILLIS, 
ISAAC NUTTER, 


. Selectmen of East Bridgewater. 
Februarg 28, 1865. 
3 
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ASSESSORS’ DEPARTMENT. 


Amount of Real Estate, assessed May 1, 1864, $838,003 00 
Amount of Personal Estate assessed, May 1, 1864, 215,879 00 


tial A aaihas Wai Mimpiea niet fas racc cae UO eee 


Per cent on true value, one cent and nine mills on the dollar, 
for State, County and Town Taxes. Poll tax, $2.00. Number 
of Polls, 900. Number of Dwelling Houses, 567. Number of 
Cows, 401. Number of Horses, 273. Number of Sheep, 7. 
Number of Acres of Land, 11,390. 


Town grant, (combined,) . . $16,050 00 
State Tax, ‘ 4,080 00 
Cle ita for bee laa , ; 1,411 57 
Overlayings, , : 282 19 — 
Total amount assessed and committed, . $21,823 76 
Delinquency in highway taxes for 1863, 62 68 
Assessed since committed, . ; ; ; 5 64 
$ 21,892 08 


GEORGE BRYANT, 

GALEN WILLIS, 

ISAAC NUTTER, 
‘Assessors of East Bridgewater. 


February 28, 1865. 
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REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER. 


Bartitetr R. Atpen, Treasurer and Collector, in account with Town. 


Dr. 
1864.—F EB. 28. 
To balance of taxes and cash on hand, : 7 « wp 8,448 99 
Commitment of taxes for 1864, . » bn 21829 40 
i ” highway delinquency for 1863, ; : 62 68 
Cash from State Treasurer, in aid of volgen: families, 9,316 00 
yy y/ for recruiting expenses, . 849 83 
Wy yy /” corporation tax, . , 471 19 
It it ” school fund for 1864, . 152 49 
yy Town of Abington, refunded for bounties, . 600 00 
A in # Lakeville, for support of paupers, . 93 62 
” » Bridgewater, / IW , 14 00 
” N. Waterman, warden Almshouse,_ . : 100 00 
W S. N. Grosvenor, bounty refunded, . ‘ 125 00 
7 J. A. Holmes, 7 ; ; 125 00 

Cash borrowed on Town notes, . 7 : : ; 16,550 00 

Damage done Town Hall, : ; . ; ; 30 00 

Damage and fine done by a dog, ‘ : . ; 10 00 

Sale of old lumber, . : é 4 ‘ F 3 28 

$58,276 48 
Cr. 
1865.—Feb. 28. ; 

By cash paid Town Bonds, : ; ‘ ; . $2,400 00 
i I Notes, ; ‘ : , ; 8,725 50 
7 ” Interest on Bonds, . ; : i . 992 50 
yy 7 yt ” Notes, . : ; ; ‘ 770 70 
y/ State tax, . : : ; , : . $4,080 00 
yy County tax, . : : 1,411,,57 
State Treasurer, Bounties for Circe er, : ; 375 00 
1; Selectmen’s orders, ; ; : ; » «81,632.72 

By discount on taxes, ; : re . ; j 1,800 77 

$52,188 76 

Balance of uncollected taxes, . s $1,875 68 

Cash on hand, . ; ‘ ; : 4,212 04 

———— 6,087 72 


$ 58,276 48 


B. R. ALDEN, Treasurer. 
East Bridgewater, February 28, 1865. 


We the undersigned have this day settled with B. R. Alden, Treasurer, and 
find the items of his account properly entered and vouched for, and hereby 
certify that the above is a true abstract thereof. 


GEORGE BRYANT, 
GALEN WILLIS, 
ISAAC NUTTER, 


Selectmen of East Bridgewater. 
February 28, 1866. 
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REPORT OF THE TOWN HOUSE COMMITTEE. 


Cr. 

By cash received of sundry persons for use of house, $120 50 

Dr. ) 
ee cash paid ae labor and grading ae : . $15 32 
rs fuel 4": : : 9 88 
i “< oil and wicking, : 21 74 
¥ A ‘¢ repairing settees, . : ; ‘ 19 09 
tf f ‘© stove pipe, . ; : . 7 15 
‘ cy ‘“* setting glass, &c. . : 3 33 
f§ i ‘¢ cleaning and care of house, 4 34 50 
Balance of cash on hand, : 3 49 


$120 50 


ISAAC NUTTER, 
For the Committee. 
February 28, 1865. 


Tuomas Rogers, Agent, in Account with East BRIDGEWATER. 


Cr. 
By Cash paid for liquors from Feb. 24, 1864, to 
Feb. 3, 1865, . ; ; . $4,784 09 
ei Cash paid for Agent’s salary, } : 4 100 00 
‘¢ License, . E ; : 25 00 
re «duty on liquors, . 33 60 
ce « — truckage, &c. °. . 23 11 
$4,965 80 
To Cash received for liquors, from Feb. 24, 1864, 
to Feb. 3, 1865, . 4,932 20 
Balance due Agent, ; ; ; : $33 60 
TOWN LIQUOR AGENCY. 
Cr. 
Feb. 3, 1865. By stock on hand, ; : . $1,088 12 
Dr. 
To stock on hand, Feb. 24, 1864, . $316 86 
‘“« debt due State Agent, Feb. 3, 1865, 510 15 
‘“« balance due Agent, : ; 33 60 
$ 860 61 


‘Balance of profit for the year, . . $227 ol 
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INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, 


Recorded in Mast Bridgewater, during the year 18644. 


7.—Charles W. Siddall, of E. Bridgewater, and Lucy M. Loring, of Malden. 
9.—John Murphy and Ellen McCarty, both of East Bridgewater. 
9.—Michael Hennessey and Catharine White, both of East Bridgewater. 
17.—William Parker and Ellen Murphy, both of East Bridgewater. 
28.—Otis Kingman and Elizabeth A. Howard, both of East Bridgewater. 


6.—Eliab N. Osborne, of East Bridgewater, and Sarah Roberts Clark, of 
Middleboro’. 


17.—David Roach, of Bridgewater, and Bridget Bean, of East Bridgewater, 


27.—Jason E. Stetson, of East Bridgewater, and Cynthia E. Whitcomb, of 
Middleboro’. 


March 19.—Thomas Herman West, of Randolph, and Catharine M. Noyes, of 


April 


‘é 


East Bridgewater. 
4,—Philander Pratt, of E. Bridgewater, and Bethia Spooner, of Bridgewater. 
11.—John Hernon and Mary Feherty, both of East Bridgewater. 
20.—George Russell Dyer and Helen M. Whitman, both of East Bridgewater. 
22.—Mark Phillips, of E. Bridgewater, and Susan S. Wilbar, of Bridgewater. 
20.—Joshua H. Spear, of Quincy, and Susan 8S. Delano, of East Bridgewater. 


24.—Herman Hewett, of North Bridgewater, and Sarah B. Severance, of Kast 
Bridgewater. 


11.—Alden N. Clark, of Augusta, Me., and Rebecca Sumner, of E. Bridgewater. 


19.—Ambrose E. Barnard, of Cleveland, Ohio, and Augusta A. Davenport, 
of East Bridgewater. 


20.—Otis Lewis, of Boston, and Frances M. Alden, of East Bridgewater. 
28.—John C. Rhodes and Sarah B. Perrigo, both of Kast Bridgewater. 
20.—David Clark and Lora Le Fevre, both of East Bridgewater. 


. 23.—Samuel Shaw and Anna W. English, both of East Bridgewater. 


27.—John T. Sampson, of E. Bridgewater, and Olive H. Richmond, of Scituate. 
5.—James Murray, of Abington, and Catharine Hawks, of East Bridgewater. 
4.—William H. Johnson and Ellen A. Kingman, both of East Bridgewater. 
12.—George H. Byram, of East Bridgewater, and Julia A. Crafts, of Boston. 
21.—Timothy Keith Reed, of East Bridgewater, and Eunice S. Reynolds, of 
North Bridgewater. 
1.—Alpheus Packard, of E. Bridgewater, and Jane Anna Ford, of Pembroke. 


8.—William F. Whitmarsh, of East Bridgewater, and Abby O. Torrence, of 
Pembroke. 


8.—L. Mendall Thompson, of Halifax, and Sarah M. Hathaway, of East 
Bridgewater. 


19.—Minot S. Curtis and Adaline E. Thompson, both of East Bridgewater. 


22.—Frederic C. Mann, of Providence, R.I., and Pamelia L. Hill, of Hast 
Bridgewater. 


26.—Coleman Folen and Barbara Costello, both of East Bridgewater. 
29.—Thaddeus D. Howard and Sarah E. Holmes, both of East Bridgewater. 
20.—Benjamin H. Fisher, of E. Bridgewater, and Mary A. Howe, of Abington. 


22.—Caleb S. Churchill, of East Bridgewater, and Mary E. Leavitt, of 
Bridgewater. 


24.—Irving Bates and Elizabeth Allen, both of East Bridgewater. 
I. N. NUTTER, Town Cuzrx. 


BIRTHS, 


Registered in Hast Bridgewater, during the year 1864. 


Males, 30; females, 31 ;—total, d 3 ‘ P 4 ; P 61 
I. N. NUTTER, Town CuiErx. 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 


Parents and Fellow Townsmen: 


Your Committee, before submitting to your consideration a 
detailed Report of the Schools under their charge, desire to call 
your attention to the following general remarks. We propose 
to speak first of 


ScHoot Houssgs. 


The school house, in order to meet all the demands of an 
enlightened system of education, should embrace in its con- 
struction these three qualities, namely: comfort, convenience, and 
attractiveness. 

That our houses do not possess either of these qualities, in 
the degree they should, is only too true. 

Let us first see wherein our houses are not comfortable. 'The 
size of the house, of course, has much to do in determining this 
question. If very large, with our present modes of heating, it 
is sure to be cold in winter, and if very small, it is equally sure 
to be too warm in summer, as well as unhealthful at all seasons. 
The most of our houses that are faulty in respect to size, are 
too small. Less fuel, of course, is required in heating a house 
of this description, though what is gained by this means, bears 
little comparison in importance and value, to what is lost in 
the health and comfort of the pupils. It is also nearly impossi- 
ble to ventilate one of these houses, without producing such 
sudden changes in the temperature of the room, as to expose the 
inmates to the danger of contracting violent colds. . 

Another particular in which our houses are not comfortable is 
that of furniture. This is exceedingly faulty in most, being in 
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some, little if any improvement upon that of twenty-five years 
ago. A common box desk, the backs of which are nearly 
vertical, and the seats in many cases so high that the younger 
scholars cannot touch their feet to the floor. No one need be 
reminded that this posture, besides being exceedingly irksome, 
is deleterious to the health of the child. 

Our houses are often rendered uncomfortable by the negli- 
gence of those appointed to take charge .of them. In one in- 
stance, we observed a number of broken panes of glass, which 
were allowed to go unrepaired all winter. In this case, the 
cold air was admitted directly upon the backs of those scholars 
who happened to occupy seats in that part of the room. In 
another instance, those having the custody of the school build- 
ing, suffered the cellar windows to remain out during the entire 
winter term. This occasioned much suffering on the part of 
the scholars, from cold feet, as well as to render it difficult to 
heat the house. 

Does any one think it strange that the scholar, subjected to 
such unnecessary inconvenience as this should dislike his school: 
It is safe to conclude that two-thirds of the extreme disrelish 
manifested by children for school, is created by these and 
similar means combined. 

There is probably no parent in our town who would willingly 
consent to spend an entire day in some of our district school 
houses; and yet it is deemed right for the child to occupy them 
for days and weeks together. 

The school house should also be convenieut, if we would 
have it subserve most fully the purposes of education. Con- 
venience in a school room, is just as necessary as in a dwelling 
house, the absence of which is thought much to lessen its value, 
It is possible for the school house to possess all the qualities 
we have named, and yet not be convenient, in the sense we 
use the term, as this depends much upon its arrangement inter- 
nally; the position of the chairs and desks; the size of the 
entry ; the space allotted for recitations, &c. 

In some of the school buildings, the seats occupy nearly the 
whole body of the house, leaving only a narrow aisle, between 
them and the walls, with a small space in front, which in our 
small houses is altogether insufficient to accommodate the 
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largest classes. ‘There is great inconvenience in having a class 
drawn up in front of the school. 

Provided the house is sufficiently large, the desis could be 
so arranged as to leave a space of at least six feet in width, 
behind and on either side of them. This would give ample 
room for the purposes we have named. 

The school room should be well supplied with good black- 
boards. ‘There is no one appliance by which so much informa- 
tion can be imparted, as by means of the black-board. In 
teaching mathematics and writing, it is indispensable, and can 
be used to great advantage in conducting almost any other 
exercise of the school. 

There should be two entrys, one for the male and the other 
for the female members of the school. Each should be sup- 
plied with hooks, and each hook numbered. With a little 
regulation on the part of the teacher, every scholar would be 
supplied with a place for his wardrobe, and would always know 
_ just where to find it. This is a plan pursued in all well regu- 
lated schools, and is productive of good results; for beside pre- 
venting confusion, it is instrumental in training the child to 
habits of order. Each entry should also be furnished with a 
good sink. 

We are conscious of entering into this subject with some 
degree’ of minuteness, though we deem these to be matters of 
importance, since they contribute largely to the systematic 
working of the school. 

As a third feature of our model school house, we have men- 
tioned that of attractiveness, or beauty. ‘This it seems to us is 
in a great degree indispensable, inasmuch as it tends to cause 
the child to love his school. How many children do you sup. 
pose would love their homes, were it not that they were made 
attractive, and pleasant? And what good reason is there for 
making our school houses less so than our dwelling houses? 
Why pay so much attention to architecture in the one case, and 
none in the other?) Why use so much care in the location of 
the one, and none in the other? Can it be because we have 
failed to give this subject our careful attention, and have not 
considered what means are best suited to asap the educa- 
tional interests of our children ? 
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The most of our school buildings are of the plainest sort, 
possessing no claims to architectural beauty whatever, nothing 
that causes the child to think of them, or look upon them, with 
pride and satisfaction. Dismal and uninviting the most of them 
are,—the yard barren of shade trees, the location often unhealthy. 
The house, it seems, must be placed as nearly as possible in the 
centre of the district, even though it be on the edge of a swamp 
or marsh. 

Internally we have been slow to adopt even those rules 
dictated by the simple laws of health, to say nothing of orna- 
ment. Blackened walls and ceilings, unpainted desks, uneven, 
knotty floors, small, gloomy looking windows, these are some of 
the unattractive features of our school rooms. 

There are a number of our houses, to which the above 
remarks do not apply, as you are aware. The High School | 
building, for instance, is in many respects a model one, pro- 
vided with many of the modern appliances, finely located, con- 
venient and comfortable, though at this time needing a few 
repairs internally. ‘The High and Grammar department is sup- 
plied with fine outline maps, globes and charts. 

The remarks as to school furniture do notapply to all. ‘That 
of the West Primary, and District No. 7, are furnished with 
comfortable chairs. That in District No. 7, is a good house, 
though not quite as large asit should be. ‘The house in District 
No. 4, is also a good one. ‘The primary department, however, 
is poorly arranged, and the furniture in both rooms somewhat 
ancient in style. 

We have now called your attention to some of the most appa- 
rent defects in our school system. May we not hope that you 
will give the subject your earliest possible attention? ‘There are 
certain other subjects bearing an intimate relation to the prosper- 
ity of the schools which we desire to touch upon briefly. 


VISITATION OF SCHOOLS. 


The General Statutes of the State, require each school to be 
visited by some member of the school board, as often as once a 
month. Apart from their other duties, for they are by no means 
persons of leisure, they can find time to do little more than 
comply with the requirements of the law ; but whenever it has 
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been possible, they have not hesitated to pay much more frequent 
visits. 

We have sometimes thought, a law requiring each parent to 
visit the school in his district as often as once during the term, 
might work good results. As it is, not more than one in ten 
visit oftener than once a year. The effect of visitatzon upon the 
school is twofold. It serves to encourage the scholar in his 
work, and give him confidence in his own abilities. We have 
always-observed in those schools that have been rarely visited, 
alack of promptness, and a degree of timidity, on the part of 
the scholar, that proved a source of annoyance to both teacher 
and visitor. How often, upon the occasions of our visits, has 
the teacher remarked to us, ‘It seems to me my school never 
appeared so poorly before.’ We have never been inclined to 
doubt this, for an examination of the register has never failed to 
discover the reason. 

There are some parents who never visit the schools, except 
upon the last day of the term. ‘This is an unwise practice, and 
one that ought to be discouraged, especially if they are to form 
an opinion of the school from what they then see of it, as is 
frequently the case. After three or four months, spent in close 
study, the school is often in no condition for an exhibition of 
what it has accomplished. From this circumstance it is apt to 
be judged unjustly. : 

But this is by far the least evil that is likely to result from this 
custom. In view of it, the teacher is sometimes induced to 
resort to a superficial course of instruction, and teach with espe- 
cial reference to having his school appear well of ‘ Examination 
Day.” And this he does in violation of his own conscience. 
The necessities of the case seem to demand it. His reputation 
as a teacher often depends upon his being superficial, and 
laboring for the sole object we have mentioned. We have 
frequently heard such teachers spoken of in the highest terms, 
while on the other hand the one who had labored conscientiously 
and quietly, with no thought whatever of simple display, was 
considered as having made a failure. 

This state of things, as we have intimated, results directly 
from the fact that the parent has not acquainted himself by 
personal inspection, with the every day working of the school. 
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Are there not those who seeing aiid knowing this to be an evil, 
will endeavor to inaugurate the necessary reform ? 


PARENTAL INTERFERENCE IN THE DISCIPLINE OF SCHOOLS. 


There are some parents in every community who conceive it 
to be their whole duty, in relation to the schools, to watch closely 
their discipline, with a view to criticism. An instance of a 
flagrant infringement upon the rights of both teacher and dis- 
trict, in this respect, has come to our knowledge, which ought 
not, we think, to remain unknown to you. 

A certain mother, whose name we forbear mentioning, gained 
the impression that her children were being neglected by the 
teacher. She immediately, without consulting either teacher 
or Committee, sent them to another school. 'The Committee 
interfering in this, they were afterwards sent back to the school 
to which they belonged. For some time after, she continued 
to give the teacher trouble, when, on a certain occasion, one of 
her children had broken a rule of the school, the penalty of 
which subjected him to punishment, she went so far as to actively 
interfere in preventing it. Going to the school room, and there 
in the presence of her own children and all the others, denounced 
the teacher in the most unqualified terms. An instance of this 
sort requires no comment to make its evil tendencies more appa- 
rent. We might add, however, that the mother was guilty of a 
legal, as well as a moral, offense, and one that is made punish- 
able by the laws of the Commonwealth. There is but one way 
in which the parent can assist the teacher in the discipline of 
his school; and that consists in keeping the child under a good 
state of discipline at home. If the teacher fails to meet the 
parent’s expectation, in this as well asin any other respect, he 
should not, if he would avoid greatly aggravating the matter, 
even make it appear to the child that he is other than well 
satisfied. He should seek rather to use his influence that the 
teacher be not employed again. 

We come finally to invite your attention to the subject of 


‘TEACHERS AND THEIR EMPLOYMENT. 


Although your Committee have endeavored faithfully to per- 
form their duty in exacting of all persons applying for our 
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schools, the necessary qualifications for their office, they have 
nevertheless been unable, with the present amount of wages, to 
secure but few of the first rank. Of these they can say, in the 
language of another, that we have received more at their hands 
than we have paid for. While other towns about us are offering 
to teachers for the higher schools, from six hundred to a thou- 
sand dollars per year; or while primary teachers are receiving 
elsewhere, eight to nine dollars per week; how can it be 
expected, that with four hundred dollars per year, and with from 
five to six dollars per week, we can secure 6ther than second 
rate teachers ? 

There are doubtless some who will claim that five dollars per 
week is ample, as much as the services of a primary teacher are 
worth ; or that four hundred dollars per year, for a teacher of a 
Grammar School, is liberal. Though if the people of other 
towns are disposed to set a higher estimate upon the value of 
their services, it avails us nothing whatever to still insist upon 
keeping to our old prices. 

If one goes into market for the purpose of purchasing a partic- 
ular kind of goods, he must go prepared to compete with those 
who are intent upon making the same purchase, otherwise he 
will be compelled to take up with goods of a different character. 

It is not always economy to employ that teacher, who is 
willing to labor for the smallest amount of money ; on the con- 
trary, it is often the most expensive. If one had a difiicult piece 
of carpentry, or masonry, to perform, he would stand little for 
the difference of a few dollars in the price of wages, his sole 
object being to secure thoroughness in the performance of it. It 
would be far better, we venture to say, to employ none but good 
teachers, by giving them in some cases, twice the present 
amount of wages, even though we should have only half as 
much schooling as now. 

In making the foregoing remarks, we have not considered it 
our duty to find fault simply with the present condition of things, 
but merely to represent them in their true ight, with the hope 
of inducing a change. And though we are aware of the drafts 
which the war is constantly making upon your resources, we 
feel that we ought to ask you for an increase of the amount of 
money appropriated for the support of the schools. 
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It is impossible, fellow-citizens, to attach too much import- 
ance to the proper training of the youthful mind. It has been 
rightly said of it “It is like plaster in the hands of the moulder, 
ready to receive whatsoever impression the will of the workman 
may determine.” And whether that impression be right or 
wrong, it must continue to exert its influence upon the character, 
down to the latest day of life. How indispensable then, it is, 
that the individual appointed by us to preside over the destinies 
of our children, should bring to his work completeness of prepar- 
ation, accompanied by the most lively sense of the weighty 
responsibilities of his office ! 

In compliance with the law of the Commonwealth, which 
requires that ‘the School Committee shall annually make a de- © 
tailed Report of the condition of the several public schools, 
which Report shall contain such statements and suggestions in 
relation to them as the Committee deem necessary or proper, to 
promote the interests thereof,” we present the following con- 
cerning all the schools, beginning with those in 


DISTRICT NUMBER 1. 
EAST’ PRIMARY. 


This school has been, for another year, under the care of 
Miss Mary E. Ryprer. ‘The success which attended her efforts 
the last school-year, has been increasingly apparent during the 
present. Singing and general exercises awakened lively inter- 
est. The order was excellent, attendance and study commend- 
able; and good proficiency marked the entire course—which 
was, unfortunately, somewhat shortened in the Winter term by 
the sickness of the teacher. With her experience and tact at- 
tained in the Primary school, she might doubtless qualify her- 
self to succeed well in schools of higher grade. 


WEST PRIMARY. 


Miss Eupora SANForD was the teacher for the Summer term, 
and Miss Mary 8. Oszorne for the Winter term. 

Miss Sanford is well known in our town as a superior and de- 
voted teacher, and as was expected, the school made fine pro- 
gress under her charge. 
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We are pleased to make a similar report of the school under 
Miss Osborne. 'This is the second school only she has taught 
in town, having been previously engaged in the schools of a 
neighboring State. 

We regard the district as fortunate in the selection of these 
teachers, and desire to see them again employed. 


NORTH PRIMARY. 


This school has been taught by Miss Sardu G. Hinxuey of 
this town for the whole year. Miss Hinkley succeeded in 
reducing her school to a good state of discipline. The scholars 
always manifested a keen desire to gain new ideas, and were 
ever ready to give their prompt attention when addressed. 
The attendance notwithstanding the tender ages of the scholars, 
was good, during both terms. 

Miss Hinkley labored under many disadvantages in having a 
poor house, being actually rendered uncomfortable by a number 
of broken panes of glass which were suffered to remain in this 
condition all winter. 


INTERMEDIATE. 


Miss Lucta M. Harris of this town, has had charge of this 
school for the past year. 

The school has been large, the whole number of scholars 
during the summer term, being fifty-seven. ‘This is a larger 
number than one teacher can easily or conveniently manage, 
although we think in point of order she has not failed to accom- 
plish all that could be expected. 

Miss Harris possesses certain traits of character that greatly 
assist her in enforcing good discipline and at the same time in 
commanding the respect of her pupils, the lack of which trait 
not unfreqnently proves a source of vexation to those of her 
profession. 

We were pleased to notice considerable proficiency on the 
part of some of the scholars in the drawing of Maps, as well as 
to see the boards made use of for this purpose. 
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The attendance has been good, being better for the Winter 
than for the Summer term, a circumstance that can only be ex- 
plained by the increased interest of the pupils in the school. 


HIGH AND GRAMMAR. 


This school for the Summer and Fall terms, was under the 
charge of Mr. GarpneR W. Lawrence, a member of the Sen- 
ior Class of Harvard University. Taking into view the fact 
that the business in which he here engaged was entirely new to 
him—no school of any kind having before been committed to 
his care—all, perhaps, was accomplished that could have been 
anticipated, if not all that was desired. ‘There was scholarly 
and diligent instruction, and a gentlemanly bearing. More ex- 
perience and practice would probably have shown better adapt- 
edness to the situation, and favorably modified the result in dis- 
cipline and effectiveness. In respect to many of the pupils, we 
think progress was made in their studies. ‘This opinion is 
formed from our incidental visits. The teacher’s retiring one 
week sooner than intended, prevented the opportunity of a pub- 
lic examination. 

For the Winter term the school was under the instruction of 
Mr. Hosta Kineman, a graduate of Dartmouth College. The 
term was one of only nine weeks, and that every existing de- 
fect should be entirely removed in so short a time, was not to be 
supposed. But in our visits from time to time, we discovered - 
evidence of regular attendance, good order, careful study and 
fair progress on the part of most of the pupils; energetic devo- 
tedness to his work, and dignified example, on the part of the 
teacher. 

We cannot but regret that this school, the current year, has 
continued but twenty-eight weeks—a shorter period than usual. 
We think it very desirable that its annual duration should be at 
least nine months. We would urge upon the attention of all 
interested in it, the high importance of giving it a generous sup- 
port. As this school includes the studies pertaining to a good 
English and Classical education, it is greatly desirable that suffi- 
cient compensation be offered to command the services of a 
competent and accomplished teacher for not less than thirty six 
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weeks each year; and to induce him to continue and prevent, 
if possible, the evils of a frequent change. But this cannot be 
done without an increased appropriation of funds from the 
town, or from the inhabitants of the District. 

And it is of still higher importance to themselves and the 
welfare of this school that they send their children of suitable 
age and attainments to secure its superior advantages, and keep 
them in it till the course of studies which it embraces is com- 
pleted. As annually a class of the best scholars in the Inter- 
mediate is transferred to this, the character of that school will 
remain about the same, from year to year. But the policy of 
the High and Grammar school contemplates a much longer con- 
tinuance of its pupils under its discipline and instruction, in 
order that they may acquire efficiency for the various depart- 
ments of life. It is true, a single year, or even one term is of 
no small benefit; but the advantages of consecutive terms and 
years increase in an almost geometrical ratio. And the prema- 
ture departure of pupils not only detracts from the character and 
standing of the school, but inevitably leaves themselves under 
serious losses and deficiencies. 


DISTRICT No. 2 


Miss Jut1a E. Soper was employed to teach this school for 
the Summer term, but, meeting with difficulty in enforcing 
order, she resigned her position at the end of four weeks, and 
was succeeded by Mr. KE. Watuace Hoxtmess, by whose faithful 
and patient efforts the school was soon brought into a more satis- 
factory condition. Mr. Holmes showed good judgment in the 
assignment of lessons, not demanding too much of his pupils, 
but insisting upon thoroughness in preparing and a de in 
reciting the lesson assigned. 

The school, during the Winter term, was under the charge of 
Mr. Tuomas H. Wrst, a graduate of the Bridgewater State 
Normal School, a gentleman well qualified for his work, both 
by education and experience. The excellent discipline into 
which the school had been brought by Mr. Holmes, continued 
under Mr. West. The instruction was thorough and systematic, 
and the scholars manifested more than usual interest in the 
prosecution of their studies. This school owes much of its 
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success to the co-operation of the parents, who were present in 
large numbers on the closing day of each term. 


UNION DISTRICT, No. 3.—BrEaver. 


This school the past year has been under the superintendence 
of the School Committee of West Bridgewater; but as the 
Principal, Mr. Simzon G. Dunsar, is a member of that Commit- 
tee, and Superintendent of the schools of his own town, the 
report of his school properly devolves upon your Committee. 

The attendance of many older and more advanced scholars, 
gave to the Upper Department, during the Summer term, a high 
character. At the closing examination there was evidence, 
particularly among the higher classes, of earnest endeavor and 
successful results. Several causes combined to render the 
Winter term less profitable than the preceding. 

The charge of the Lower Department was committed to Miss 
Mary D. Forsrs. 'The Committee observed among the pupils 
a want of proper respect for the authority of the teacher. The 
exercise of greater firmness in governing would have made her 
labors more agreeable to herself, and more beneficial to the 
school. The register of this school showed great irregularity of 
attendance in both departments. The percentage of average 
attendance in the Summer term was 62; in the Winter term 
but 56. Whatever the causes to which this is to be attributed, 
its effect must be in the highest degree injurious to the interests 
of the District. 


DISTRICT No. 4.—Jopra VILuaGe. 

The Higher Department in this school has been for the year, 
under the charge of Miss KuiguHra A. Dean, a Jady of profes- 
sional experience and ability. She devoted herself to her duties 
with earnest and systematic efforts—presenting a mode of instruc- 
tion thorough and critical, adapted not only to exercise the minds 
of her pupils, but to inspire them with interest. Nearly the 
whole number of scholars gave a uniform attendance—a great 
change in this school compared with some former periods in its 
history. Without apparent effort at governing, the school was 
well governed. There was a central, secret, pervading influence 
which won from the pupils a prompt, cheerful, and respectful 
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obedience. There was no falling off of numbers, interest, or 
proficiency throughout. And the examinations were witnessed 
by a large number of visitors, who were gratified with proofs 
that the school has made marked progress during the year 
toward the high position which it ought to reach and maintain. 


The school in the Primary Department was taught for the 
year by Miss Harrier G. JossEtyn, a Normal graduate, who 
evidently aimed to do all in her power for its instruction and 
proper management. From causes better known, perhaps, to 
the parents than the Committee, the average attendance was 
small. But for this, the progress of the several classes might 
have been much better. ‘The second term was an improvement 
over the first. ‘The reading and recitations were mostly distinct, 
and the general appearance of the school interesting. 

The teacher’s omission to return the Register, as the law 
very justly requires, we cannot but regret. 


DISTRICT No. 5.—NorrTHvILLe. 


This school was commenced by Miss Mary Wuirman, a 
Normal graduate, who labored faithfully for its best interests. 
Her efforts were in a good measure appreciated ; and perhapsas 
much was accomplished in this short term of eight weeks, as 
could have been reasonably expected. 

Having at the end of the term suddenly resigned her place, 
Miss Mary S. OsBornE was selected to take it. She came to 
the work with a full understanding of its cares and responsibili- 
ties, and showed herself competent to sustain them. ‘There was 
pleasing evidence throughout, on her part, of well-directed 
efforts, patient, suggestive instruction ; of careful study, good 
order and improvement, on the part of the pupils. 

For the Winter term, a third teacher—Mr. Lewis E. Noyes— 
was introduced, well known as having had successful experience 
in this school, as well as others in the vicinity. Having made 
a good beginning, with enlarged numbers and interest, and pro- 
ceéded thus far with perhaps as much of system and efficiency 
as an ungraded school will admit of, we cannot but confidently 
expect it will continue to the close increasingly profitable and 
satisfactory. 
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DISTRICT No. 6.—SatucKet. 


This school, during the Summer and Fall terms was taught by 
Miss Mary E. Woop, a Normal graduate. Miss Wood deserves 
praise for her untiring efforts to secure the best advancement 
of her pupils. Her amiability of spirit and demeanor attracted 
to a good degree the attachment of scholars. Her literary 
attainments imparted excellence to her instructions. And dur- 
ing the first term, though the order lacked some of the elements 
of perfection, a fair average of excellence in the various classes 
‘was attained. 

Strong hope was entertained in-regard to the second term. 
But some of the pupils, taking occasion, it may be, from the im- 
paired health of the teacher, and consequent lessening of physi- 
cal and moral energy, were not schooled into diligence and 
decorum—while most, including all the older scholars, in 
school etiquette, and in nearly all the branches, showed at the 
examination, that they had improved, in some good measure, 
their time and opportunities. | 

The Winter term was committed to the care of Miss EticHtTa 
A. Dean, of whose successful and acceptable services in an 
adjoining district, mention has been already made. 

The school commenced with increased numbers, exhibiting 
admirable order and interested attention to lessons and recita- 
tions. We think the teacher’s method of instruction and disci- 
pline highly adapted to lead the child to think, and to act with 
propriety, and thus to become qualified for the business of 
practical life. 

The school is still in successful progress, and with the co- 
operation of parents and friends, without which the efforts even 
of the best teachers will be embarrassed if not defeated, the re- 
sult will be in all respects highly satisfactory. 


DISTRICT No. 7 ele Crook. 


The teacher of this school, Mr. Lewis E. Noyes, is so well 
known to our people as a skillful and successful teacher, as to 
make comment unnecessary. We congratulate the district upon 
being so long favored with his valuable services. The instruc- 


if 


tion has been thorough and systematic and the discipline good. 
This school contains several scholars who would prove an 
ornament to one of a higher grade. 


DISTRICT No. 10. 


This school, during the Summer and Fall term, was under 
the charge of Miss AnniE E. T'Hompson of Middleboro’, who 
manifested a deep interest in the discharge of her duties. Her 
strength however was unequal to the work. Sickness obliged 
her to suspend the school four weeks in August, and prevented 
her from continuing in charge of it a second term. 

The teacher employed for the Winter term was Miss Lucy 
A. CusHMAN, a young lady of little previous experience, in con- 
sequence of which she failed to maintain that order and disci- 
pline so necessary to the proper instruction of the pupils. The 
Committee discovered several errors in Miss Cushman’s register, 
the correction of which reduced the average attendance from 
80 per cent, (as estimated by her,) to 70 per cent. | 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


BAALIS SANFORD, 
EDMUND W. NUTTER, 


WILLIAM H. OSBORNE, 
School Committee. 
East Bridgewater, March 1, 1865. 


SCHOOL STATISTICS. 


: ‘ ole |S uy | 
a eH ber ssi be ae 3s 
3 NAMES OF TEACHERS. z 2 ; 7 z as cr % 5 | 
Rs 2o|/s8i/e2o/e£8 g fw 
= Ba\Se/Er| Eb) 8s) 2 | & 
Zi z|4 |4 |4 jn | = a 
f High School. 
G. W. Lawrence ........ 41 | 31 |....| 14 | 4% | 60.00 | Summer. 
Hosea Kingman......... 33 | 29 |....| 10 | 24 | 58.88 | Winter. 
Intermediate 
.. SY acl oc Te AP A 54 | 24.00 | Summer. 
| Lucia M. Harris. ....-. ; 50 | 40 |....[o06. 24 | 24.00 | Winter. 
East Primary. 59 1.37 io .| 23 | 20.00 | Summer. 
1)| Mary E. Ryder ....... 57140] 4 |....| 24 | 20.00 | Fall. 
Do WA ieee le oe 1% | 20.00 | Winter. 
West Primary. | 
Eudora Sanford ...... »ee| 60 | 46467 .| 54 | 20.00 | Summer. 
Mary S. Osborne........ 49 | 37 |" 2 23 | 20.00 | Winter. 
North Primary. | | 
; 69 | 46 | 5 |....| 52 | 20.00 | Summer. 
Bice BERR SRT eee: ; A9 | 99 |....|-20- 24 | 20.00 | Winter. 
Bula we oper, fone 4334) 4 1/23 | 2355 | Summer. 
2<| E. Wallace Holmes...... 441.94) 14 .242. 1.28.00 |.Fall. 
Thomas H. West......... 49 | 88) 1), 10/3 | 40,00 | Winter. 
Grammar Department. | | aces | ‘ | 
; 40 | 25 }....| 8! 3 | 30.00 | Summer. 
‘ | Simeon G. Dunbar...) 4) 95 011) 11/3 3800 | Winter. 
Primary Department. | 
50 | 28 | 1/|....; 3 | 14.00 | Summer. 
Mary, Dy Forbes. + -3 iri 41 | 93| 2|....;3 | 16.00 | Winter. 
Grammar Department. (| 38 | 84 |.---, 2 | 23 | 30.00 | Summer. 
Elighta A. Dean. ...... 34 | 30 |..--| 2 | 22 | 33.00 | Fall. 
4 36 | 31 |...-| 2] 1 | 30.25 | Winter. 
Pri Department. «| | | | 
arate * 6/60 | 47] 8|....] 5 | 24.00 | Summer. 
| Harriet G. Josselyn.... 94/901 1 1 | 24.00 | Winter. 
Mary Whitman ......... (35/31 | 1) 1/|2 | 23.00 | Summer. 
52; Mary S. Osborne........ 97 | 93) 11|....| 1¢ | 23.00 | Fall. 
Lewis E. Noyes......... 44/39) 1) 5 | 2% | 40.00 Winter. 
g§| Mary E. Wood ...00.... “4t 32] 2/....| 5 | 20.00 | Summer. 
; Elighta A. Dean ........ 47 | 44}....| 3 | 2% | 34.00 | Winter. 
d 52 | 40 |....| 4 | 3% | 36.00 | Summer. 
Za} Lewis Ean, NOYES s+ 2.4 40 | 35 |....| 4 | 113 | 44.00 | Winter. 
10 Annie E. Thompson ..... 87 | 30} 3) 2/4 | 22.00 | Summer. 
; Lucy A. Cushman....... | 85 | 24.)....; 2 | 2% | 28.00 | Winter. 
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


Tuer Selectmen of the Town of East Bridgewater sub- 
mit for consideration their Annual Report of the 
Financial condition of the Town, together with the 
Receipts and Expenditures for the year ending 
February 28, 1866. 


TOWN APPROPRIATIONS FOR 1865. 
At a legal meeting of the inhabitants, held August 1, 1864, 
Voted, To raise the sum of eight thousand five hundred dollars, for 


the payment of bounties, and assess the same on the polls and estates | 
in the assessment of 1865. 


At the Annual March Meeting, held March 13, 1865, the 
following appropriations were voted, viz : 

Voted, To raise three thousand dollars for the support of schools. 

Voted, To raise one thousand dollars for the support of the poor. 


Voted, To raise five hundred dollars for the repair of roads, bridges 
and culverts. 


Voted, To raise one hundred dollars for clearing roads from snow. 


Voted, To raise one thousand dollars for incidental expenses and 
abatement of taxes. 


Voted, To raise eight hundred dollars for the payment of Town 
Officers and Committees. 


Voted, To raise four thousand dollars for the payment of Town 
debts and interest. 


4 


Voted, To raise five hundred dollars to be expended by the Select- 
men for the repair of roads. 


Voted, To raise one thousand dollars to meet the discount on taxes. 


RECAPITULATION. 
Payment of Bounties, : . : . $8,500 00 
Support of Schools, : ; ; . 9,000 00 
Support of Poor, . : . 1,000 00 
Repairs of Roads, Bridges ana Giivertée- : : 500 00 
Clearing Roads from Snow, : 100 00 
Incidental Expenses and Abatement me Taxes, . 1,000 00 
Payment of ‘Town Officers and Committees, . ‘ 800 00 
Payment of ‘Town Debts and Interest, ; - 4,000 00 
To be expended by Selectmen for Repair of Roads, . 500 00 
To meet Discount on Taxes, : ; . 4,008" 00 


$20,400 00 


Voted, To assess, in a tax upon the polls and estates of the Town, 
the sum of twenty thousand and four hundred dollars. 


Voted, 'To raise fifteen hundred dollars as a specific tax to be ex- 
pended in labor on the highways, and the highway surveyors to be 
collectors of said tax. 


ESTIMATE OF TOWN EXPENSES FOR. 1866. 


The Selectmen make the following estimate of expenses for 


1866. 


For Schooling, . : , 4 . $3,000 00 
‘¢ Support of Poor, : ; . 2,000 00 
« Repair of Bridges and Culveits, : j 800 00 
«* Incidental Expenses, . “ 900 00 
«© Payment of Town Officers and Gatnraitisds, i 800 00 
«« Payment of ‘Town Debts and Interest, . . 9,000 00 


ae 


$12,500 00 


LIST OF JURORS. 


Lhe following is a list of jurors for the consideration of the 
Town, to be acted upon at the Annual Meeting, to be held March 
19, 1866: | 


William Allen. 
Charles H. Brown. 
Edwin Brown. 
Gladden Bonney. 
Jacob Bates. 
Thomas Conant. 
Luther Churchill. 
Lemuel Dunbar. © 
Plyna Edson. 

Caleb Goss. 

Alfred Griffin. 

Otis Grover. 

Henry Gurney. 
Edward Y. Hayward. 
George W. Harden. 
Jason W. Harden. 
William W. Hersey. 
John Hobart. 
Stephen Harlow. 
Merritt Jenkins. 
Edward Kingman. 
Newton M. Keen. 


Isaac Keith. 
William Keen. 
Robert C. Keith. 
Zebina Keith, Jr. 
Elbridge G. Lyon. 
Eliab Latham. 
Rufus A. Littlefield. 
Heard Milliken. 
David Pratt. 

John B. Porter. 
Philander Pratt. 
Daniel Reed. 

Joseph Reed, Jr. 
Joseph Ramsdall. 
Richard M. Smith. 
Charles W. Siddall. 
James R. Whitmarsh. 
Calvin Wade. 

Galen Willis. 

Benj. H. Washburn. 
Simeon G. Whitmarsh. 
Joseph Vinton. 


TOWN MEETING. , 


Copy of Articles in the Warrant for the Annual Meeting, to be 
held March 19, 1865, at 1 o’clock, P. M: 


ArtTICLE 1. To choose a Moderator to preside in said meeting. 

Arr. 2. To hear reports of the Selectmen and Committees and 
act thereon. 

Art. 38. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing 
year. . 
Art. 4. To raise and appropriate such sums of money as may be 
necessary to defray town charges for the ensuing year. 
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Arr. 5. To determine the manner of repairing the highways and 
bridges the ensuing year. 

Arr. 6. To act on the list of Jurors, as reported by the Selectmen. 

Arr. 7. To see if the Town will vote to abolish the School 
Districts. 

Arr. 8. To see if the Town will vote to pay a bounty of $125 to 
Patrick Quigley for enlisting in 1863. 

Art. 9. To see what measures the Town will take to protect the 
road at S. D. Shaw’s mills. 


Art. 10. To see if the Town will authorize and confirm the 
choice of Prudential Committees in the several School Districts, and 
authorize them to contract with teachers. 


Art. 11. To see what method the Town will adopt for the collec- 
tion of taxes for the ensuing year, and enforce the collection of other 
taxes. 

Art. 12. To see if the Town will authorize their Collector to use 
all means for the collection of taxes, which a town Treasurer may use 
when appointed Collector. 

Art. 13. To determine what compensation the Town will make 
to Town Officers for their services for the ensuing year. 

Art. 14. To see if the Town will authorize their Treasurer to 
borrow money in anticipation of taxes.. 


EXPENSE OF SUPPORTING THE POOR, 
ALMSHOUSE ACCOUNT. 


Dr. 
Inventory, February 28, 1865, . - $2,521 20 
Cash on hand, “ a ; ; 29 76 
Due from sundry persons, ; ; 43 91 
Interest on farm, ‘ ; . : 300 00 
Interest on stock and furniture : : 27 54 
Samuel A. Orr, for medical attendance, . 25 00 
Warden’s salary, E ; 185 38 


Paid sundry persons for supplies, . 2 941 56 


$4,074 35 


Inventory, February 28, 1866, . $2 


7 
Cr. 


Due from sundry persons, 

Labor by warden and inmates, on jae 
ways, by order of Selectmen, 

Labor by wardens and inmates, cutting 
and hauling wood from Curtis’ lot, 

Making shoes by inmates, 


Cash paid Town Treasurer, 


Paid for support of Mrs. 


sé 


6é 


Cost of supporting poor at the house, 


,136 71 


11 75 
100 00 
79 00 


75 00 
277 00 


$2,679 46 


. $1,394 89 


Whole number of paupers during the year, 
Average number during the year, 
Present number at the house, 
Average cost per week for support, 


EXPENSES OUT OF THE HOUSE. 


6€ 


€é 


Mrs. L. Keith, Jr. 
Mrs. William Osborne 
Mrs. Lydia P. Osborne 
Mrs. H. Bean 

Mrs. L. S$. Hathaway 
Mrs. Z. Sturtevant 
Mrs. H. Phillips 

Mrs. M. B. Maine 
Mrs. Eliza Young 


-Mrs. Almira Drew 


Mrs. Nancy Orcutt 


Deborah Bates and children, 


€¢ 


66 


6é 


Nath’1 S. Bouldry and family, 


Orin Parris 


Amount carried over, 


66 


$125 00 
120 42 
197 53 
120 50 
137 75 

39 00 
32 50 
71 72 
4T 00 
5 00 
9 00 
35 12 
62 66 
18 00 


- $1,015 20 


Amount brought over, . - $1,015 20 
Paid for support of Nahum eat ma aati 37 06 
& sé Edward Sharp cs 81 12 
ss 66 Herman A. Washburn “ 87 98 — 
fe ss Amos W. Mellen . 69 50 
as « Amos Wade eae 10 50 
4: % Lucina Mitchell 25 00 
4 $e Sybil P. Dunbar 52 00 — 
43 ss Oliver Sharp 48 00 
e 6 Samuel Sever, 1861, “N19 fa 
es Rs Rufus K. Osborne’s child 10 00 
6 od Calvin Eaton 2 72 
« City of New Bedford, support of Melissa Mitchell 
and Adeline Hines | 62 56 
$1,521 05 
Less supporting Poor from Plymouth, $41 50 
se ty Lakeville, tbs lt fe 
rf ; c Bridgewater, 30 12 
“é se Nantucket, 41 00 
«“ SE Ty OS EORES 10 50 
207 24 
Expense of supporting Poor out of House, $1,263 81 
Total expenses for the year, : ; ; $2,658 70 


Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE BRYANT, 
JACOB BATES, 
Overseers of the Poor. 


EK. BripcewatTer, Feb. 28, 1866. 
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ASSESSORS’ DEPARTMENT. 


Amount of Real Estate assessed May 1, 1866, $ 824,687 00 
«¢ «© Personal Estate “ soap 205,989 00 


Total, : : : : - $1,030,276 00 


Per cent on true value, two cents and seven mills on the dollar, for 
State, County and Town Taxes. Poll tax, $2.00. Number of Polls, 
797. Number of Dwelling Houses, 556. Number of Families, 682. 
Number of Inhabitants, 2,977. Number of Cows, 378. Number of 
Horses, 256. Number of Oxen, 48. Number of Sheep, 28. Num- 
ber of Acres of Land, 11,390. 


Town Tax, . P : ; ‘ : . $ 20,400 00 
State Tax, . ; 4 5 : : ; : » 6,674.00 
County Tax, , = : , : ’ me 133794 
Overlayings, : : : P ’ . # 1,185.62 
Total amount assessed and committed, . $ 29,597 56 
Delinquency in highway taxes for 1864, . ; 82 95 
Assessed since committed, : ; q p ; 10 05 


$ 29,690 56 


GEORGE BRYANT, 
JACOB BATES, 


Assessors of Hast Bridgewater. 
February 28, 1866. 


REPORT OF TOWN HOUSE COMMITTEE. 


Cr. 
By cash received of sundry persons for use of house, $114 64 
Dr. 
To cash paid for fuel, . : . $6 45 
4 es oil and wicking, . 19 36 
fs stove pipe, &c. . o 79 
“é a lock, . ; : f 2 50 
4 - six settees, . ; A 25 00 
is - care of house, : ; 31 00 
Balance of cash paid Town Treasurer, . | 26 54 


$114 64 


GEORGE BRYANT, 


| For the Committee. 
February 28, 1866. 
2 
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LIQUOR AGENT’S REPORT. 


Tuomas RoceErs, in account with Town or E. BRipGEWATER. 


Dr. 
Fes. 8, 1866. 
To cash from sales of Liquor since Feb. 3, 1865, 
Cr. 
By cash paid for Liquors since Feb. 3, °65, $5,378 47 
«6 fs Agent’s Salary, . ; 100 00 
e 6 License, : 5 25 00 
é ss Freight, ones &e. 32 d1 
ts “ Town Treasurer, . : 100 00 
LIQUOR ACCOUNT. 
Dr. 
To stock on hand Feb. 3, ne : . $1,088 12 
Less Liabilities, . : ‘ , 543 75 
544 37 
To cash paid for Liquors to Feb. 8, 1866, 5,378 47 
6 “ Agent’s Salary, . : 100 00 
6 s6 License, ; : ; 25 00 
ce “ Freight, Trucking, &c., 82 51 
Profit, ; y : . ; ‘ 114 25 
Cr. 
By cash from sales to Feb. 8, 1866, . $5,635 98 
Stock on hand, . : ; : . 558 62 


$5,635 98 


$5,635 98 


$6,194 60 


—— $6,194 60 
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EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLS FOR 1865-66. 


Union District, Nos. 1, 8 and 9—Scholars, 300. 
Their proportion of money for 1865, : ” - $1,239 70 


Balance due from last year, . : : ll 69 

$1,251 39 
Paid Daniel N. Lane, for teaching, . $115 50 
‘¢ Fannie E. Kilburn, : : , 99 68 
«© Nancy W. Chandler, . : 170 00 
«“ Mary S. Osborne, ’ : dd 00 
© Georgiana Skillings, . ; 170 00 
‘© Eudora Sanford, . : f : 145 00 
Seeviaryits.Kyder, . > ? : 55 00 
«© Josephine Underwood, : : 60 00 
« Edmund W. Nutter, . : ; 162 00 
‘¢ Austin Sanford, . : : ’ 180 00 
Balance due, : 2 : é : og, ZI 

$1,251 39 


District No 2.—Scholars, 51. 


Their proportion of money for 1865, : - $262 64 
Balance due from last year, . , 2 60 
$265 24 
Paid Ellis W. Holmes, for teaching, . $105 00 
‘¢ Contingent expenses, . : : 24 80 
Balance due, ; : i . . 1385 44 
$265 24 


District No. 3.—Scholars, 60. 


Their proportion of money for 1865, : - $290 34 
Balance due from last year, . - ; ; : 24 74 
$315 08 
Paid Mary K. Alden, for teaching, . . $153 00 
Mary Ac"Allen,- °. ; : : 54 00 
*¢ Contingent expenses, . : 7 50 
Balance due, t : 2 : . 100 58 


$315 08 
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District No. 4.—Scholars, 108. 


Their proportion of money for 1865, 


Paid overdrawn last year, : 
«« Elighta A. Deans, for teaching, 
«© Mary C. Pratt, 

«© Mary E. Hammond, 
« Contingent expenses, 
‘Balance due, : : : : 


District No. 5. 


Their proportion of money for 1865, 
Balance due from last year, 


Paid Lewis E. Noyes, for teaching, . 
«« Christopher D. Albro, 
«« Josephine Underwood, 
« Contingent expenses, 

Balance due, 


$2 39 
90 75 
192 00 
104 00 
45 15 

3 81 


Scholars, 36. 


$85 00 
110 00 
80 00 
31 65 

50 


District No. 6.—Scholars; 45. 


Their proportion of money for 1865, 
Balance due from last year, 


Paid Elighta A. Deans, for teaching, 
‘© Mary E. Wood, 
«« Boarding teacher, 
« Contingent expenses, 

Balance due, 


$158 56 
78 00 
60 00 
30 20 

2 34 


$438 10 


$458 10 


$216 34 
90 81 


$307 15 


$307 15 


$244 16 
84 94 


$329 10 


$329 10 
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District No. '7.—Scholars, 47. 
Their proportion of money for 1865, 


Paid overdrawn last year, : = Be OO 
« Jennette C. Harlow, for chine . 214 50 
« Contingent expenses, . : : 27 67 

Overdrawn, 


District No. 10.—Scholars, él. 
Their proportion of money for 1865, 


Paid overdrawn last year, : ? ie 19 
«© Ellis C. Holmes, for teaching, . 191) 75 
‘* Contingent expenses, . Beat. Dy OT 

Balance due, ; : : : : 3.19 


Cyrus Monroe, Jr.—1 Scholar. 


His proportion of money for 1865, 
Balance due, : 


ree 


Joseph Foster.—1 Scholar. 


His proportion of money for 1865, 
Balance due, : r 


—— 


Orlando M. Alger.—1 Scholar. 


His proportion of money for 1865, 
Balance due, 


ae 


Edward Y. Hayward.—1 Scholar. 


His proportion of money for 1865, . 
Balance due, : 


$ 250 


$263 


32 


10 


12 78 


$200 


$201 


o> oO 


32 


04 


04 


10 
10 


10 
10 


10 
10 


10 
10 
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ROADS, BRIDGES AND CULVERTS. 
Paid Leonard Hill, work on bridges and culverts, . $39 82 


Lysander Washburn, ds i 10 83 
Patrick Keenan, - 2 D 00 
John H. Vosmus, sé ‘ 24 70 
Bartlett R. Alden, work on culvert, . : 33 68 
Joseph Chamberlain, S : : 56 00 
Charles H. Goss, 2 . A 50 00 
Zenas W. Sturtevant, ¢ : : 3 25 
Charles W. Siddall, iron work, f : : T 92 
Henry G. Hill, lumber, : Awe ; a7 ol 

~ Mercena A. Whitman, _ stone, : . ; 2 00 
Bartholomew ‘Trow, 6 ; 3 ; 3 00 
Daniel N. Reed, work on road, A t 22 50 
Henry Gurney, 2; : : 20 00 
Almon Gurney, 4 6 67 
Joseph Reed, Jr., A : 3 00 
Nathaniel Perkins, ‘ : : 1 67 
Abner L. Alden, ss 6 67 
Benjamin H. Fisher, sé i : 5 00 
H. T. Packard, “ , ; 3 00 
O. G. Healey, fe : , 50 
Alanson Estes, 6 ; - 62 
Azor H. Latham, sé 4 ; 37 00 
Galen Willis, “ : Zs 18 00 
Jacob Bates, 6c 4 ; 16 60 
Warden and inmates, almshouse, : : 100 00 
Galen Willis, gravel, . : : 5 14 
Joseph Morse, _. “4 2 96 
Benjamin R. Robinson, a 7 95 
James Eaton, “é 1 56 
Azor H. Latham, “ . P 1 50 
Charles A. Latham, “ : : 5 60 
Samuel F. White, s¢ 2 70 
Benjamin M. Ackerman, “ : : 2 52 
E. B. Iron Co., cinder, . : , : : 32 


$585 33 


15 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 
Paid T. R. Marvin & Son, printing Town Report and 


blanks, : : : } . $146 71 
Francis Worcester, recruiting purposes, 64, . 135 45 
Frederick C. Mann, book case, ! : : 30 66 
Grow & Wentworth, painting hearse, : 15 00 
Horace Vosmus, military services in 61, . : 30 00 
James H. Cooper, a “ é : 30 00 
Daniel W. Harden, “ 66 q 30 00 
I. N. Nutter, books for indigent ana : 15 47 
Jarvis Burrell,*printing blanks and posters, ’ 18 00 
George F. Andrews & Co., printing blanks, . 7 00 


Alden Hayward, error in ‘Town Bonds, 63, ; 15 34 
George Bryant, books, blanks and stationery, . 16 86 


Alfred Griffin, team work, : ; : : 4 00 
Charles Thompson, expressing, : : F 9 45 
Thomas Whitmarsh, standing wood for poor, . 151 00 


D. H. Wilbur, damage to carriage by defect in road, 10 00 
A. L. Cutter & Co., paint and oil for town house, 38 00 


J. A. & W. Bird & Co., « 66 “ 95 7d 
Sydney Packard, Sexton, 83 15 
Labor and materials for repairing ealaine at 

almshouse, . : : ; ; f 34 43 
George Bryant, postage stamps, : 6 56 
Jacob Bates, railroad fare‘and expenses, . : 3 40 
I. N. Nutter, revenue stamps and ae 7 50 
Town of Hanson, tax, . : : 71 
George Bryant, railroad fare wa expenses, 13 11 
I. N. Nutter, expenses hiring money, : : 12 50 
Jacob Bates, stationery and postage stamps, } 1 96 
H. O. A. Orr, rent for Selectmen’s office, . : 20 84 
State aid to volunteers’ families, é ; . 6,388 66 


For abatement of taxes, 1863-4-5, . 4 ; 715 99 


$ 8,047 50 
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TOWN OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES. 


Paid Bartlett R. Alden, services, Treasurer, *64, 
Galen Willis, services, Selectman, 64, 
School Committee, 


Baalis Sanford, 
William H. Osborne, Rs 
Nathaniel H. Broughton, “ 
George Bryant, Selectman, 


Jacob Bates, “6 

Ezra Kingman, “6 

George Bryant, Assessor, 

Jacob Bates, 6 

Isaac Nutter, 6 

George Bryant, Overseer of ve pean 
Jacob Bates, 66 ‘6 

Isaac Nutter, “ “ 


Isaac N. Nutter, Town Clerk, 


Lucius D. Burbeck, Constable, . 


Bartlett R. Alden, be 
Isaac N. Nutter, Treasurer, 
William Allen, Auditor, 
Robert Curtis,  « 


#15. 00 
15 

BT 25 
49 "75 
31 15 
89 25 
65 25 
27 00 
69 75 
42 25 
Q7 7 
Q9 25 


$708 18 


RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 


Paid for Schooling, 


“é 


Support of Poor, 
Incidental Expenses, 
State Aid to Families, 


Repairing Roads, Bridges and Golacsts 
Town Officers and Committees, . 


Abatement of Taxes, 1863-4-5, 


. $3,178 15 


2,658 70 
942 85 
6,388 66 
58) 33 
708 18 
1135 99 


a ee 


$15,177 86 
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REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER. 


Isaac N. Nurrer, Zreasurer, in account with Town. 


Dr. 
1866.—Frs. 28. 
Cash of B. R. Alden, former Treasurer, : 7 - $5,412 04 
‘¢ borrowed on Town Notes, . ¢ : : . 6,640 00 
‘© of Provost Marshal, balance due on recruits, . ae 8FTIOO0 
be State Treasurer, proportion of school fund, : 167 04 
Town of Plymouth, for support of poor, . : O74 04 
sé 6 Dracut, Be : : 71 «72 
6 as Nantucket, a me , i 65 50 
6 Warden of Almshouse, . : : 7 ; 277 00 
- Town Liquor Agent, : : j 3 : 100 00 
4 Dramatic Company, for license, : 15 00 
State Treasurer, aid furnished volunteers’ farnilicet 8,500 00 
* os corporation taxes, . : } 182 91 
. {. N. Nutter, balance of recruiting fund, . 21 40 
“e Town House Committee, . : , : : 26 54 
i Nathaniel Vaughan, Collector, . é é . 27,795 25 
$49,893 44 
Cr. 
1866.—FEps. 28. 

By cash paid, Town Bonds, . . . $2,500 00 

ay aG Notes, ° : . 18,299 00 

66 Interest on Bonds, . a oT ohaaue 

66 “6 Notes, . : 1,129 35 

a“ State Tax, : p y 6,674 00 

ce County Tax, . : ae 1,337 94 

‘Town Orders, . “ . 13,103 84 

44,359 13 

Cash on hand, . a : A : . 5,534 31 
$49,893 44 


ISAAC N. NUTTER, Treasurer. 


We, the undersigned, have this day examined the above account, and find 
the items therecf properly entered and vouched for. 


WILLIAM ALLEN, 


ROBERT CURTIS, Auditors, 


East Bridgewater, March 3, 1866. 
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LIABILITIES 


AND ASSETS OF THE TOWN. 


LIABILITIES. 

Bonds, $ 20,100 00 
Notes on time and on Sent, 3,115 00 
Notes due Dec. 1, 1868, given to reimburse citizens ) 

for filling quotas, : 7,795 40 
Due the several School Districts, 296 69 
Interest on Bonds and Notes, . 807 80 
Outstanding Orders, ; 882 68 
Unsettled Accounts, “ estimated,” 100 00 


ASSETS. 
Due from B. R. Alden, Collector, 1864, . 
- Nathaniel Vaughan, Collector, 1865, 
“6 State, for State Aid, 
« Towns, for support of Paupers, 
Wood, standing and cut, on Curtis & Whitmarsh ich 
Cash in Treasury, . 


Balance against the Town, . 


$33,697 62 


$675 68 
Td4 71 
6,388 66 
302 49 
270 00 
0,004 51 


18,925 85 
19,771 Te 


$33,697 62 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE BRYANT, 


JACOB BATES, 
EZRA KINGMAN, 


Selectmen of East Bridgewater. 


February 28, 1866. 
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INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, 


Recorded in Mast Bridgewater, during the year 1865. 


te 


4.—John W. Snell, of Boston, and Lucy L. Deane, of East Bridgewater. 
138.—William N. Brett and Nancy M. Hassett, both of East Bridgewater. 


19.—James B. Osborne, of East Bridgewater, and Abby F. Turner, of 
Abington. 


28.—George A. Edson, of East Bridgewater, and Margaret A. Bailey, of West 
Bridgewater. 


3.—Emery Edward Jaquith, of East Bridgewater, and Nellie J. Robinson, of 
Bridgewater. 


15.—Calvin Snow Whitman and Eliza B. Ludden, both of East Bridgewater. 


March 20.—John B. Fisher, of East Bridgewater, and Sylvia Ann Bourne, of 


66 
“6 


“ce 


July 


“c 


Hanson. 

22.—William Davis Boodry, of Mattapoisett, and Abby W. White, of East 
Bridgewater. 

25.—Andrew Jackson and Lizzie Shaw Snow, both of East Bridgewater. 


4.—Kern O’Neil, of Bridgewater, and Ann Dolan, of East Bridgewater. 

8.—Edmund Dunbar Reynolds, of North Bridgewater, and Lois Mehitable 
Reed, of Kast Bridgewater. 

18.—Josiah Bonney, of East Bridgewater, and Loretta White Bearce, of 
Hanson. 

26.—Benjamin J. Loring, Jr., of Braintree, and Carrie F. Ludden, of East 
Bridgewater. 

27.—David Hanford Smith and Charlotte L. Soule, both of Hast Bridgewater. 


2.—Soranus Holmes, Jr., of Bridgewater, and Elizabeth V. Smith, of East 
Bridgewater. 
8.—Laroy Sunderland Hamilton, of N. Bridgewater, and Eliza Jane Horton 
of East Bridgewater. 
22.—Richard Baxter Brown, of Hanover, N. H., and Alice Howard, of East 
Bridgewater. 
26.—Joseph Franklin Bisbee and Martha E. Kent, both of East Bridgewater. 


20.—Henry Wallace Reed, of Abington, and nines Fuller, of East 
Bridgewater. 


§.—Isaac Newton Nutter and Anna Maria Latham, both of E. Bridgewater. 
18.—Charles H. W. Wood, of N. Bridgewater, and Mary Whitman, of East 
Bridgewater. 
29.—Tolman French, of East Bridgewater, and Betsey Maria ape of 
Foxboro’. 
29.—Daniel Edwin Millett and Lucy Alice Bell, both of East Bridgewater. 


20 


, 


15.—Horace Parker Chandler, of Chicago, Ill., and Grace Webster Mitchell, 
of East Bridgewater. 


19,—Marcus Morton Hale,» of East Bridgewater, and Eliza Eudor Ewell, of 
Hanson. 


23.—Welcome Otis Reed and Eliza Maria Willis, both of East Bridgewater. 
24,—Arthur Harris and Abby Augusta Keen, both of East Bridgewater. 
25.—Jason Willis Harden and Helen Augusta Edson, both of E. Bridgewater. 
29.—John Sale Soper, of Hanson, and Lovina H. Lyon, of East Bridgewater. 


11.—Andrew Quincy Hall and Sarah Frances Young, both of E. Bridgewater. 

16.—Robert Appling Pratt and Mary Amanda Holmes, both of East 
Bridgewater. 

18.—Henry M. Porter, of Halifax, and Harriet G. Hathaway, of East 
Bridgewater. 

25.—George Churchill, of W. Bridgewater, and Harriet A. Hayward, of East 
Bridgewater. 


27.—Ransom Jackson Cushing, of Middleboro’, and Lucy C. Holmes, of East 
Bridgewater. 


18.—Daniel Perkins Edson and Mary Ann Macomber, both of E. Bridgewater. 


20.—Morton E. Harding, of Abington, and Lizzie T. Churchill, of East 
Bridgewater. 


16.—Isaac A. Wilbar, of Bridgewater, and Mary White, of East Bridgewater. 


17.—Christopher Wallace Bates, of Hast Bridgewater, and Caroline H. Keen, 
of Hanson. 


25.—Philip McBeth and Elizabeth Ellen Mills, both of East Bridgewater. 
1.—William H. H. Bates, of East Bridgewater, and Rebecca F. Keen, of 


Hanson. 

5.—Simeon Whitman Keen, of East Bridgewater, and Mary A. W. Chase, of 
New Bedford. 

5.—Luther Watts Richards and Hannah Mitchell Keen, both of East 
Bridgewater. 


7.—Caleb T. Keen and Emeline Fuller, both of East Bridgewater. 


14.—Henry Thomas Brown and Eliza Stetson Chandler, both of East 
Bridgewater. 


20.—Watson Freeman Adams, of East Bridgewater, and Susan E. West, of 
Osterville. 


23.—Rufus Adams and Catharine Burns, both of East Bridgewater. 


30.—Francis Gilbert Shaw, of Abington, and Eliza Atwood Reed, of East 
Bridgewater. 


ISAAC NEWTON NUTTER, Town Cuzerx. 
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Registered in Kast Bridgewater, during the year 1865. 


Males, . . “ P . , : : : : 30 
a2) emales, . ; : ; ; : : : : ‘ 33 

Whole Number, é ; : : F ; i 63 
Of foreign parentage, : : ‘ : ‘ ; 20 


Two pairs of twins included in the above. 


I. N. NUTTER, Town Cuerk. 
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REPORT. 


At the first meeting of the present Board of School Com- 
mittee, in April, 1865, it was organized by the choice of Rev. 
Baauis SANFoRD, Chairman, and Rev. NarHanieL H. Broveu- 
TON, Secretary. ; 

To facilitate the business of the Committee, they divided 
among themselves for superintendence, visitation and particular 
report, the several schools, and assigned them as follows: — 

East Primary in No. 1; Grammar School in No. 4; and Nos. 
2, and 10, to Mr. Sanford. 

North Primary and Intermediate in No. 1; and Nos. 5, and 6, 
to Mr. Osborne. 

West Primary in No. 1; Primary in No. 4, and Nos. 3, and 7, 
to Mr. Broughton. i 

This arrangement was carried out, except that the charge of 
No. 7, for the Winter term, was transferred to Mr. Sanford. 

The Committee having attended to their duties, and arrived 
at the close of another school-year, present the following “ de- 
tailed report ”’ of the schools under their respective charge. 

No particular assignment having been made of the Grammar 
and High School in No. 1, it is reported by the Secretary of the 
Board. 


DISTRICT NUMBER 1. 
EAST PRIMARY. 


This school has been for the year under the instruction of 
Miss Nancize W. CHANDLER, of Duxbury; who has acquitted 
herself, in the opinion of the visiting Committee, in a faithful 
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and successful manner. The school consists largely of those 
whose parents are from foreign countries. But most of the 
classes exhibited, in their course of elementary studies, marked 
proficiency. Various exercises were conducted orally on sub- 
jects of lively interest, and much practical use. ‘The pupils 
were also well taught that “good behavior” is not the least 
important of school studies. 


Scholars not absent or tardy : 


Fall Term. Winter Term. 
Minnie Whidden. Lizzie Burns. 


WEST PRIMARY. 


This school has, the present year, been necessarily subjected 
to a change of teacher, with each new term. During the first 
term it was under the care of Miss Mary E. Osporng, of Marsh- 
field, whose efficiency has been tried and approved, in another 
school in town. With gentle firmness in maintaining order,. 
and untiring diligence in caring for the proficiency of her 
pnpils, she could not and did not fail of success. Having been 
called to act as teacher among the F'reedmen, in Maryland, she 
left, and was succeeded the following term by Miss Mary 
Euiza Ryper, of West Bridgewater, already known and 
esteemed as teacher, for two years, of the East Primary School, 
in this District. Suffering from an impaired state of health, 
during the early part of the term, she found herself unable to 
maintain at all times the perfect order, at which she aimed, but 
succeeded, toward the close, in bringing about a commendable 
and marked improvement in this respect. She was especially 
faithful in drilling her pupils to thoroughness and accuracy in 
the recitations, and merits praise for indefatigable efforts in that 
direction. 

During the Winter term the school has been under the care of 
Miss JosEPHINE UNDERWooD, of this town. Having had no 
experience in managing the class of children, which largely 
compose this school, she has failed, somewhat, in the mainte- 
nance of order. But a natural vivacity and cheerfulness of 


By) 


demeanor have won for her the affection of the scholars, and 
thus enabled her, in some measure, to control them. 


Scholars neither absent or tardy : 


Fall Term. 
Ada F. Keith. Abbie F. Vaughan. Lillian Smith. 


NORTH PRIMARY. 


Teacher for the entire year, Miss GrorGIANA SKILLINGS, of 
this town. 

This is the first time Miss Skillings had been called to exer- 
cise the duties of a teacher, and the highly efficient and accept- 
able manner in which she has performed them, causes us to 
wonder that she did not earlier discover her adaptedness to the 
profession. Her natural affection for children, together with 
her amiable and pleasant manners, enabled her to control the 
little ones under her charge by love rather than by fear. The 
attendance has been good throughout the term, the discipline 
excellent, and the advancement in the studies pursued, all that 
could be desired. 

One sad circumstance, however, which occurred towards the 
close of the term, cast a shadow of gloom and sadness over the 
hearts of teacher and scholars. We refer to the death by 
drowning of Charles 8. Chandler, a member of the school; and 
a faithful and promising lad, whose early death will be mourned 
by all who knew him. . 

We hope to see Miss Skillings secured for this school another 
year. 


Scholars neither absent or tardy : 


Spring Term. Fall Term. Winter Term. 
Carrie A. Thompson. Carrie A. Thompson. Augusta Newhall. — 
Bethiah Keith. Hattie Estes. Florence Whitman. . 
Florence Trow. Mary Thompson. Lizzie Jones. 

Mary Rogers. Lizzie Jones. Frederick Trow. 
Eddie Keith. Willie Woodward. 
Walter Benson. Carrie A. Thompson. 


Russell Sturtevant. 


INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL. 


Teacher for the Summer, and part of the Fall term, Miss 
Fannie E. Kirpurn, of Worcester; for remainder of Fall term, 
and Winter term, Miss Evpora Sanrorp, of this town. 

Miss Kilburn was a graduate of the State Normal School at 
Bridgewater, and not only brought to her work thorough pre- 
paration and training, but a vast amount of practical knowledge 
and experience. She succeeded finely in all respects, and the 
pupils became strongly attached to her. 

Shortly after she had entered on the Fall term, she was ten- 
dered a more desirable, as well as a more lucrative position, in 
another State. The Committee thought it just to allow her to 
dissolve her connection with this school, and accept the rare 
offer that had been made her. She accordingly did so, and 
Miss Eupora SANFORD, a lady well known in this town as a 
talented and successful teacher, was called to take the school. 

It is cause of much congratulation that the evils so often ex~ 
perienced by frequent changes of teachers, were scarcely felt in 
this instance. The school, after an interruption of a few days, 
went on in its course, and has continued ever since to be pros- 
perous to a most happy degree. ‘The most approved discipline 
has prevailed throughout the terms, and the instruction has been 
thorough and systematic. 


Scholars neither absent or tardy : 


Fall Term. Winter Term. 
Etta Johnson. Saba Alden. Minot Severance. 
Maria Smith. Carrie Hobart. Frank Kingman. 
Saba Alden. Mary Kingman. Frank Pope. 
Robert Washburn. Lawrence Edson. 
Abbott Sanford. Herbert Waterman. 
Lawrence Edson. Abbott Sanford. 


Rhoda Alden. 


GRAMMAR AND HIGH SCHOOL. 


The difficulty of securing a good teacher, for the entire year, 
has always been great, and, the present year, peculiarly so. It 
is a difficulty owing mainly to the fact, adverted to by former 
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Committees, that the salary offered is too small. It is such as 
will very rarely attract the better class of teachers, for an entire 
year. ‘This is especially the case during the present increased 
expenses of living. 

We are not aware, however, that the interests of the school 
have, this year, materially suffered. Better and more continuous 
progress would undoubtedly have been made, had the school 
been in charge of one competent instructor for the whole year. 
But the teachers employed have been faithful to their trust, 
and, especially as regards the Fall and Winter terms, have given 
excellent satisfaction. 

Mr. Dante N. Lanz, of New Hampshire, who took charge 
of the school for the Spring term, labored conscientiously and 
faithfully for the interests of the school, while he was connected 
with it. A diseased condition of the eyes compelled him, 
however, to desist from his work, when only two-thirds of 
the term had expired. He had no opportunity, therefore, of 
maturing and exhibiting the general results of his labor. 

Mr. Epmunp W. Nutter, of this town, already favorably 
known as the teacher of this school, was engaged for the 
Fall term. ‘Towards its close, having been called to leave town 
a week earlier than he had expected, he was obliged to omit 
the public examination. ‘The Committee have every reason to 
think such an examination would have reflected credit upon the 
teacher and the school. He succeeded, to an excellent degree; 
in winning the esteem of the scholars, and in awakening that 
interest in study, which is always a good criterion of a teacher’s 
aptitude for his work. . 

The school for the Winter term, has been under the care of 
Mr. Austin Sanrorp, of this town, a member of Dartmouth 
College ; whose eminent qualifications, as a teacher, have been 
tested at the Normal School, in Bridgewater, and at other schools 
in our State. He has gone very thoroughly into his work, 
laboring to “wake up mind,” in all the branches taught—and 
to enlist interest in studies usually considered dry. By new 
and original methods, he has imparted to the scholars a practical 
knowledge of English Grammar and the art of writing correctly 
in our mother tongue. We have been much gratified with his 


8 


efforts in this important department of study, and with his en- 
deavors to instil into the minds of his pupils liberal and com- 
prehensive views of what is involved in education. Among 
other improvements, Gymnastics have been revived in the 
school, this term, greatly to the pleasure, as well as profit, of all 
concerned. We have no doubt the examination, at the close of 
the term, will show the school to have made valuable and 
important progress under Mr. Sanford’s care. 


Scholars neither absent or tardy: 


Summer Term. Fall Term. 
George Severance. George Severance. 
George Jones. Frank W. Edson. 
Winter Term. 
Josie Bates. _ Frank Erskine. C. Homer Sanford. 
Georgia Beane. George Hobart. George Severance. 
' Amelia Keith. Frank W. Edson. George Willis. 

Vesta Mitchell. Frank Mullen. 


Lucy A. Reynolds. 


DISTRICT No. 2. EAstvI.Lue. 
Teacher for Summer and Winter terms, Mr. E. WaLiace 
Ho.mess, of this town. 


The operations of this school were impeded, eee in 
winter, by difficulties which no teacher can remedy. In a 
schogl-room so contracted and incommodious as this, with 
pupils so packed on uncomfortable seats, as to be not only 
tempted but almost compelled to jostle and elbow each other, 
the best success cannot be secured. ‘The inconveniences also 
in winter, arising from the absence of a convenient shelter for 
fuel, may be easily imagined by all, and have probably been 
often felt by the pupils of this school. And when by dint of 
careful effort a sufficient fire is raised for warming the house, 
the space for recitations is so small as to require the class to be 
drawn up around the stove,—to be so much heated, we were 
told, as often to lose interest in the lesson, and long to retire to 
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The Winter term is not yet finished. Under the efforts of 
Mr. Holmes these external difficulties are in some measure 
counteracted, though far from being overcome. ‘The order and 
proficiency have, we think, been unfavorably affected by the 
imperfect health of the teacher, and probably as much by the 
circumstances which have been mentioned. 

We earnestly recommend to the citizens of the District the 
erection of a model school-building, which will contribute as 
largely to their own credit, as it manifestly will to the healthful- 
ness, happiness and true elevation of their children. 


Neither absent or tardy : 


Summer Term. | 
Celia P. Washburn. Imogene Whittnarsh. 


UNION DISTRICT No. 8. Braver. 


This school commenced the year under better auspices than 
heretofore, the school-house having been internally remodelled 
in its upper portion. The room thus prepared is a commodious 
one, and the improvement decided. ‘The benefits of the change 
cannot fail to be felt, in its bearing on the health, both physical 
and intellectual, of all connected with the school. The increas- 
ing attendance makes it exceedingly desirable that a correspond- 
ing improvement should speedily be made in the lower part of 
the house. 

Miss Mary K. Aupen, of Bridgewater, has had charge of the 
school during the entire year. ‘There have been some unavoid- 
able interruptions, involving the loss of several weeks of sehool- 
ing, and this has not been without its injurious effects. Miss 
Alden came to the school with an established reputation as a 
teacher, which this year’s trial has well sustained. Her efforts 
and her success have been fully equal to our expectations. 
While maintaining perfect order, she has displayed admirable 
tact and patience in leading her pupils to help themselves over 
the “hard places.” Miss JanE ALLEN, of this town, has assisted 
in the school, throughout the year—the numbers in attendance 
making the labor of an assistant indispensable. She has dis- 
charged her duties to the satisfaction of the parents and of the 


Committee. 
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DISTRICT No. 4. Joppa VILuaGcs. 
GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT. 


Fortunately for this school, it was again placed for the summer 
, term, under the charge of Miss Exicura A. Dean, of Easton. 
There was evidence on the part of the pupils, that her efforts 
were highly appreciated. Regular attendance and exact order 
uniformly prevailed ; and there was excellent progress in the 
different branches of study. It was much regretted that the 
teacher closed the successful labors of the term with diminished 
health. 

The school for the Winter term under the instruction of Miss 
Mary E. Hammonp, of Mattapoisett, evinced on the whole, a 
continuous advancement. Her teaching, aided by Normal 
School training and considerable experience, was accurate, 
thorough and interesting; and was met on the part of the 
pupils with earnest study, respectful obedience, and good im- 
provement. Recitations in United States History were specially 
enlivened by instruction outside of the text-book. 


PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 


After an absence of two years, Miss Mary C. Pratt, of West 
Bridgewater, resumed, the present year, the charge of this 
school. The first visit of the Committee revealed a great 
degree of disorder in the school, but, before many weeks had 
passed, the teacher had fully vindicated her skill as a disciplina- 
rian. Subsequent visits completely effaced the first unfavor- 
able impression. In her control over her school, and in her 
uncommon aptitude for the training of ‘the little ones,’ Miss 
Pratt has manifested her usual and well-known ability. Her 
tact, in judiciously apportioning reproof and praise, and her 
success, In making good readers, and inducing accurate habits 
of pronunciation, are deserving of special praise. 


DISTRICT No. 5. Norruvitxe. 
Teacher for the Summer term, Miss JosepHinE UNDERWooD. 


Miss Underwood labored faithfully to benefit the school under 
her charge, but for some reasons not well understood by the 
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Visiting Committee, did not meet with entire success. ‘The 
number of visitors on the last day of the term was very small. 
The school continued to decrease in numbers, aftera few weeks 
from ils commencement, and at its close it consisted of less than 
half of its original number. The discipline was exceedingly 
faulty, and on several occasions when: the Committee was 
present, he felt himself constrained to interfere personally in the 
government of the school. 


‘Teacher for the Winter term, Mr. CurisropHer D. AtzBro, of 
Rhode Island. 


We were sorry that no improvement was manifest under the 
administration of Mr. Albro, either in point of discipline or in 
thoroughness of instruction. We think it due to the scholars of 
this school to say that they have always manifested a willing- 
ness to be taught, and we doubt not that under a more approved 
as well as more rigid state of discipline, the school might be 
brought to a high state of efficiency. 


DISTRICT No. 6. SatTucket. 


Teacher for the Summer term, Miss Mary E. Woop, of 
Bridgewater. 


The school during the summer months was small, and com- 
posed principally of primary scholars; it was not therefore to 
be expected that its character would be of so high a grade, as 
during the Winter term, when it usually contains scholars of 
greater advancement and more years. 


Teacher for the Winter term, Miss Exicura A. DEANE. 


The Committee having had occasion to express their opinion 
of Miss Deane as a teacher, in their last report, deem it unne- 
cessary to do soat thistime. It may be proper for them to add, 
however, that she has fully sustained her reputation as a first 
class teacher. The school has made rapid improvement, and 
the instruction appeared to be quite thorough. The attendance 
has been large, and discipline good. ‘The closing exercises of 
he term were peculiarly interesting, made so in part by the 
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introduction of some of the higher branches of study. A large 
number of friends and parents were present on the last day, thus 
giving positive assurance of their interest in the school. 


Scholars neither absent or tardy: 


Winter Term. 


Stafford Keith. Ann Harden. Lena Keith. 
Elbridge Washburn. Ann Bottomore. Ann Walker. 
Nellie Phillips. 


DISTRICT No. 7. (Wxst Crook.) 


Miss JeEnNETTE C. Hartow, of this town, in assuming the 
charge of this school, labored under the disadvantage of succeed- 
ing a teacher long tried in the district, and of unusual ability. 
But, while experiencing at the beginning, some little embarrass- 
ment from this source, her course has been a steady progress, as 
regards all the interests of the school. She has gained a strong 
hold upon the affections and confidence of both parents and 
pupils, and has awakened in her scholars a worthy spirit of 
co-operation with herself, in efforts after improvement. By 
variations in the method of recitation, special interest has been 
excited in the spelling exercises, which have been very credit- 
able to the school. 


Scholars neither absent or tardy: 


Spring Term. 


Fannie Smith. Fannie N. Gurney. Arthur H. Bonney. 
S. Lizzie Noyes. George F. French. 

Fall Term. 
Fannie E. Smith. Abbie F. Bates. Clara Luzarder. 
Hattie C. Fisher. Emmeline C. Smith. Chester R. Smith. 


Lizzie B. Blanchard. Lizzie Noyes. 


Winter Term. 
Fannie Smith. Lizzie T. Edes. Abbie F. Bates. 


DISTRICT No. 10. ' 
Teacher, Summer and Winter terms, Mr. E. Waruacs 
Homes, of this town. 


This is our smallest school; and it contains but very few 
large scholars. The teacher, however, appeared to have always 
enough to do, and was untiring in effort to aid and encourage 
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the endeavors of his pupils. Evidently the relation between 
them and him was friendly. Particular excellence appeared in 
spelling —fair progress in the other branches—and, on the 
whole, profitable results. 

The improvement doubtless would have been much greater, 
if the terms had been longer, or another term added. ‘This 
school has been kept during the vear, only five months and 
eight and a half days. The law requires that each public 
school shall be annually taught at least six months. Even this 
will leave vacations so long as to require that children at the 
beginning of each term should be put far back in order to 
regain the ground they have lost. Such schools must continue 
backward, compared with others whose terms of instruction are 
more prolonged. ‘That this great evil may, in a good measure 
at least, be remedied, we commend to this District the employ- 
ment for both summer and winter, of a good female teacher. 
Indeed, the same plan might be adopted, we think, with consid- 
erable advantage, in several other of the smaller Districts, where 
male teachers were employed, thus adding some two or three 
months to the yearly length of their schools. 
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SCHOOL STATISTICS. 
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GENERAL REVIEW. 


From the foregoing statements, based on frequent inspection 
and examination of our thirteen schools for the year, it appears 
that their condition on the whole, though below what it should 
be, has been, with very few exceptions, highly prosperous. 
This is owing in a good degree, to the addition made by the 
town last spring, of five hundred dollars to the usual appropria- 
tion of funds—increasing, in the aggregate, the amount of 
schooling, and giving in some instances four or five weeks 
more than was had the preceding year. Much also is to be 
accredited to the fact that our teachers, as a class, have had a 
high appreciation of their work ; and previously devoted much 
time and labor to gain the qualifications and methods of in- 
struction, requisite to success. ‘The natural effect has been to 
awaken a deeper and wider interest in the course of study, and 
to render the prospect of continued advancement in the future, 
in respect both to our schools and scholars, especially encourag- 
ing. 

The Committee were unanimous in thinking it advisable to 
change the Arithmetic which had been used for a considerable 
time, and to adopt Eaton’s Series as that which, on the whole, 
we considered the best, and which, on account of some special 
merits of a practical nature, is now in very extensive use in 
common schools. We obtained it of the publishers on very 
favorable terms—making the expense to the town as small as 
possible—and we think a new impulse has been given in this 
important branch of study, to both teachers and pupils. 


ScuooL Srupres MApDE PRACTICAL. 


We have had, in years past, too much of mechanical reciting, 
according to the words and rules of the book, without an under- 
standing of principles, or knowing how to apply them to the 
practical business of life. Let us notice a few of the studies, 
for examples. 

How often those who go out from our public schools, and, 
it may be, have been through the Arithmetic, could not readily 
measure loads of wood of various dimensions; or even keep 
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regular accounts, or write promissory negotiable notes, and 
compute the interest and discount on them. Many, we appre- 
hend, now in the first classes in arithmetic, would be stumbled, 
if required to lay aside the book, and ascertain the number of 
square yards of carpeting it would take for the floor of their 
school-room, or of paper to cover its walls, deducting the 
windows and doors; or to find how many cubic feet of air it 
contains for them to breathe. 

Many a pupil who has memorized the rules, and worked in 
exact accordance with the directions of the book, when called 
without book to apply his knowledge to the details of business, 
has become doubtful and perplexed. But what is knowledge 
worth, that cannot be brought into actual use, for our own and 
others’ advantage ? 

In proportion as our teachers are rightly trained themselves, 
they will feel the force of this appeal, endeavor to meet and 
correct the deficiency that has been named, and by thinking 
out and illustrating principles, lead the pupils to acquire skill in 
the application of arithmetic to the important problems of 
common life. 

But it isa well known fact that many in our schools who 
admit the practical importance and use of arithmetical studies, 
do not think highly of English Grammar, and treat it with 
neglect. It is not uncommon to find pupils so desirous to 
finish arithmetic that they take comparatively little interest in 
any other study,—least of all, in the grammar of their native 
language, having imbibed the idea that it can be of little use. 
But what is English grammar? ‘That which teaches “ the art 
of speaking and writing the English language correctly.” And 
is that of little practical importance which is called into requi- 
sition in all human intercourse, whether public or private? 
Preposterous idea! Alas, that so many have indulged it, and 
gone out from the school to take their places as citizens in our 
noble commonwealth, renowned for its institutions of learning, 
ignorant of the principles and structure of its language, unable 
to read intelligibly, or to write a letter or business account, or 
relate the simplest narrative, without grammatical errors. 

We are happy, however, to indulge the thought that there 
has been an improvement in this regard, during the past year; 
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the number of scholars who direct attention to this study is 
increasing ; and what is still better, teachers, for the most part, 
have endeavored more than formerly to make its principles 
understood, and so to exhibit their application to the forms and 
structure of our language, as to lead the learner not only to 
think clearly himself, but to see the beauty and force of the 
expressions of others, and give proper utterance to his own 
thoughts. 

Nothing, as we believe, has conduced so much to this as the 
correcting of false syntax, and the writing of compositions or 
narratives, which have been practiced in some of the schools. 
Scholars accustomed for several years to these exercises, will not 
commit the grave errors in syntax, spelling, punctuation, and 
the use or omission of capitals, which so frequently disgrace 
the scholarship of those who have graduated from our public 
schools. 

The Grammars of late years, we may add, are at fault, in 
containing much that is not needful to be committed to memory, 
and which only serves to confuse and perplex the learner. 

We would direct attention to one other study of great practi- 
cal value, but too much neglected—the History of the United 
States. The branches required by the law of 1826 to be taught 
in our schools, were orthography, reading, writing, English 
grammar, geography, arithmetic, and good behavior. But 
strange as it may seem, it was not till 1857 that the History of 
the United States was added to the number of studies required. 
Yet this last requirement, by some singular oversight, has 
received comparatively little attention. 

Though teachers are required to be examined in this study, 
it is taught to a very small extent, even in our grammar schools; 
and the result is a lamentable degree of ignorance among those 
who are to be the future supporters of the Republic, concerning 
those events which led to its establishment, growth and unex- 
ampled prosperity. It is apprehended that many, on leaving 
our schools, are unable to mention the causes of the war of the 
Revolution; or to give the date and description of the principal 
battles by which it was begun, and the final one by which it 
was terminated, and peace and independence were achieved. 


Now, such events are not only exceedingly interesting and 
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instructive in themselves, but in teaching these we teach 
patriotism. It isan efficient means of inspiring the young mind 
with a love of country. By learning the main principles and 
features of our free Government, they learn that it depends for 
its support on the intelligence, virtue and integrity of the 
people; and will be led to feel that every one is responsible for 
the preservation of the rights and privileges transmitted to us 
from our fathers. Let the child be taught the sacrifices of life 
and property our fathers submitted to, for securing our free 
institutions, and their value will be engraven on the mind. But 
let them remain ignorant of what they cost, and they will be in 
danger of ignobly selling their birthright. 

We would not recommend the committing to memory all 
minute narratives and details. Let these be merely read; and 
afterward written abstracts of them may be given. But let the 
teacher select the main incidents and topics of our country’s 
history, and all the important epochs of each century, to be 
carefully committed by the pupils, and accompanied by his oral 
instruction and illustrations. 


ABILITY TO AWAKEN INTEREST IN STUDIES. 


On this, as we have had frequent occasion to see, the teach- 
er’s success in efforts to effect the progress of scholars, vitally 
depends. Children do not usually perceive the practical value 
of learning, or its application to their personal wants and 
interests, and therefore will not do much to obtain it, without 
the particular efforts of the teacher in this direction. It is 
necessary that he not only possess the love of knowledge, but 
an enthusiastic desire to inspire the minds of his pupils with the 
same appreciative sentiment. And the very fact that he feels 
and expresses a deep interest in the studies as of great practical 
importance, will of itself operate as a stimulant upon them. 
His very eye, and tone of voice, will awaken their interest and 
zeal; and enliven every recitation. ‘The ability to touch the 
hidden springs of thought and feeling, to interest as well as 
occupy the mind, is indeed a difficult attainment, but has been 
attained by many in some good degree, and is of indispensable 
importance, especially in the instruction of the younger scholars. 
It does more than all things else to prevent restiveness and dis- 
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order, and to insure the highest. progress. And the professed 
instructors, who content themselves with merely hearing lessons, 
without aiming, by previous study, and by practical illustrations 
and tests, to make them understood and appreciated by the 
pupils, may well consider the question whether they have not 
sadly mistaken their calling. 


ScHOOoL GOVERNMENT. 


This is intimately connected with the present prosperity of 
our schools, and the future well-being of society. The will of 
the teacher, enforced by discretion and kindness as well as 
authority, must have the ascendant, or nothing will be done to 
advantage, and the school itself will be worse than useless. 
The spirit of disobedience to wholesome rule, allowed in the 
school-room, will prepare children to become rebels against the 
laws of the State, and pests in the community. 

The method of securing proper discipline is as far removed 
from harshness, as from over-indulgence. Itis of the utmost 
importance that the teacher, while maintaining his authority, 
should feel, and convince the pupils that he feels, an earnest 
interest in their welfare and success. He should maintain 
dignity, and “control over his own spirit,” and treating them 
with uniform courtesy and kindness, avoid expressions of ill 
humor and fretfulness, as that which tends directly to repel and 
alienate their minds from him and their studies. ‘The true 
teacher governs rather by force of mind and character, than by 
any physical effort. He exerts an influence that leads his 
scholars to feel they are associated for a great end, to be accom- 
plished mainly by their own efforts, while he is only their 
assistant—and that “order, Heaven’s first law,’’ is nowhere 
more needful than in the school-room. With this feeling, the 
school moves quietly on, the very presence and look of the 
teacher inspiring them with animation, and desire to conform 
to all the rules for their instruction and guidance. Some few 
scholars, it is true, may not be controlled by any array of mental 
and moral influences, and require the infliction of a prompt and 
adequate bodily chastisement. No safe substitute for “the rod 
of correction’ in certain cases, has been discovered since the 
time of Solomon. This rod, however, is to be administered 
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without the least vindictiveness, as a painful duty,—rather “in 
sorrow than in anger’’—as essential to the benefit of the 
offender, and the prevention of the direful effects upon the 
school of unrepressed misrule. It should be made evident 
throughout, that the very idea of government implies law, and 
there can be no law without a penalty; yet that the enforce- 
ment of the rules is not arbitrary, but necessary to the well- 
being, nay, to the very existence of the school. 

We are gratified to be able to report that in discipline, our 
schools the last year, have generally appeared well. We believe 
that they are not repulsive to the scholars: and that when they 
grow up, they will look back upon them with pleasanter recol- 
lections than those which many have, who had experience 
under the school discipline of the olden time. And there is 
nothing which your Committee have been better pleased with, 
than to see in our teachers the ability to govern almost wholly 
by an appeal to the higher motives. In some of the schools 
nothing else was used, with the best results as to order and 
progress. 

The method of making children reporters of their own mis- 
deeds while at their desks, is one, which in our opinion, is of 
evil tendency. As punishment can easily be escaped by false- 
hood, the temptation to deceive is so great, that many can 
hardly be expected to resist it. Hence teachers had better 
depend on their own inspection, for the detection of faults com- 
mitted during school hours. Pupils may be retained a reasonable 
time after school hours, for purposes of instruction or discipline. 
This has been sanctioned by legal authority and established 
usage, and found a very useful means of good government. 
Further, the law, as expounded by Horace Mann, determines 
that the teacher’s authority extends measurably over the conduct 
of the pupils out of school hours—that ‘there must be a portion 
of time, both before the school commenees, and after it has 
closed, and also a portion of space between the door of the 
school house and that of the paternal: mansion, where the juris- 
diction of the parent, on the one side, and of the committee and 
teachers on the other, is concurrent.”” Were.it not so, the great 
objects of discipline would be frustrated. For to what purpose 
would the teacher prohibit profane or indecent language, rude- 
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ness, quarrelling, or any other immoral act, among the scholars, 
in the school-room, or at recess, if they could indulge in it with 
impunity just before entering the school, or as soon as it should 
be dismissed ? 


Mora DISCIPLINE. 


This is a prominent part of school government. On this 
the character and benefits of the school preéminently depend. 
Educated intellect may be an instrument of mischief and 
destruction, under the influence of a corrupt heart. And what 
avails it, if the educator possess learning of a high order, if he 
cannot inspire a regard for what is self-ennobling and elevating 
—if he hold out to his pupils rewards only for intellectual 
-acquirements, and do not encourage and enforce a regard to the 
distinction between right and wrong, nor make any appeal to 
their sense of obligation as moral, accountable, and immortal 
beings. 

‘Obedience to rightful authority, is to be inculcated as the 
requirement of the law of Heaven. Truthfulness and honesty, 
purity and uprightness of deportment, justice and benevolence, 
a sacred regard to promises and engagements, and “those other 
virtues which are the ornament of human society,” should be 
enforced, not merely as rules established for convenience and. 
decency, but as demanded by the highest Power in the universe, 
to whose inspection and award all actions are subject. And 
there is scarcely an hour in which the teacher who has a high 
appreciation of the nature of his calling, may not, by the use of 
precept, facts, examples, or illustrations, Impress some exalted 
virtue. Nor should these things be taught in the abstract—but 
set forth palpably in the living example. Who then, but those 
substantially of this character, should seek, or be sought after, 
for this post of influence : 


PARENTAL INFLUENCE. 


Next in importance to the agency of the teacher, is the influ- 
ence of parents, in securing good schools. ‘They can and do 
have no small influence, for good or evil, on the government of 
the schools. This is so evident, it has become a frequent 
remark of teachers, “that the demeanor of the child furnishes a 
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criterion by which they may determine with a remarkable 
degree of accuracy, the character of parents.” Habits of rude- 
ness, insolence, disobedience and idieness, formed at the home 
fireside, are sure to re-appear in the school-room, presenting 
opposition to the teacher’s authority and efforts. Hence it is 
essential to the prosperity of the school, as well as to the greatest 
present and future good of the child, that he be subjected at 
home to a wholesome effective restraint, and there have enjoined 
upon his mind by parental authority the duty of a cheerful 
submission to the rules imposed by his teacher. It is said the 
mother of Washington was once asked what she did to George, 
to make him what he was, and she replied in a single sentence: 
“T taught him to obey.” 

Parents can enforce a regular and seasonable attendance of — 
their children at school, and thus greatly promote its interests. 
For the frequent absence of a few irregular pupils sadly dimin- 
ishes the average attendance, and casts a dark shade over the 
record of the school. It interferes with the order and course of 
the classes, and tends to annoy and embarrass the teacher. 
Besides, it is a great injury to the absentees. Losing three or 
four lessons a week, which frequently they have no time or 
inclination to make up, and the’class leaving them behind, they 
‘become discouraged. No habit so much diminishes their inter- 
est in study, or so cripples their efforts to advance. with their 
class. 

This evil, though much diminished in some districts, is still 
attending, to an injurious extent, the majority of our schools. 
And though the teacher can do much, the parent can do more, 
in removing it. Surely there should be some imperious reason 
for thus taking off the scholar in the midst of his studies, and 
compelling him to lose so many links ‘in the chain of his pro- 
gress. It deserves well to be considered whether the little 
temporary convenience or profit to the parent, will not, in the 
end, be outweighed by the far greater and more lasting loss to 
the child. 

The same principle will apply emphatically to the frequent 
entire withdrawment of scholars from school under eighteen or 
even fifteen years of age, for the sake of wages in the work- 
shop., ‘I‘his is a very mistaken policy on the part of the parent. 
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Even if only pecuniary advantage were to be looked at, would 
not a longer continuance of his children in school, when they 
most need and are best able to appreciate its advantages, pre- 
pare them to make higher wages in departments of business 
which, otherwise, they would not be qualified to enter? 

But there are still greater evils resulting from these early 
removals. ‘They lower the standard of scholarship in our 
schools, and therefore lessen their influence for good upon the 
community. ‘The child is taken away from school with very 
meagre attainments, and placed amid the cares of business, the 
responsibilities and temptations of life, before he is fitted for 
them. He is cut short in that course of discipline which our 
school system furnishes for the young, and which they need 
for laying broad and deep the foundations of character and 
usefulness, and are hurried prematurely into the affairs of 
society. No pecuniary advantage to be derived from his ser- 
vices in the shop or on the farm, can counterbalance the evils 
resulting from this, or is worthy to be compared with that 
education he might have obtained, by continuing two or three 
years longer at school. 

And were parents and guardians in every District to evince 
more personal interest in the education of their children while at 
school, cheering them on in their studies, and improving oppor- 
tunities for actually inspecting their work and progress in the 
school-room, it would render encouragement and aid to both 
teachers and scholars. 

In fine; the influence of parents and citizens will tell most 
efficiently on the welfare of our schools, by continued liberality 
in appropriations for their support. ‘These being times which 
‘try men’s” purses, if not their “souls,” some may advocate 
the necessity of retrenchment in town expenses. ‘This may be 
right; but it would be a mistaken economy to begin it in 
diminishing the means of educating our seven hundred children. 
Better curtail expenses on ways of travel, than restrict the facil- 
ities for pursuing the path to learning. Better furnish them 
with less expensive food and clothing, which would be no 
injury, physical or moral, than to starve the mind, and dwarf 
the manhood, and thus subject them to a loss as incalculable 
as it is irretrievable and lasting. 
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In the same proportion as we withhold from our children the 
means of a good common school education, we deprive them of 
means of successful and remunerative enterprise. ‘ Knowledge 
is power,” and supplies efficient facilities for strength and pros- 
perity in every department of life. It has well been said that 
where “school houses end in our country, there ignorance and 
rebellion begin.”? Had the common school system been carried 
through, it would, under the blessing of Providence, have saved 
us from a most direful civil war, with its countless cost of blood 
and treasure. If then we would form a community to come 
after us, of good citizens, obedient to constitutional law ; truth- 
ful, honest and successful; enlightened, energetic, and upright 
supporters of our priceless institutions, we must ‘devise liberal 
things,” for educating the rising generation,—‘‘and by liberal 
things we shall stand.” 


Respectfully submitted, 


BAALIS SANFORD, 
WILLIAM H. OSBORNE, School Committee. 
NATH’L H. BROUGHTON, 


East Bridgewater, March 5, 1866. 
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


Tue Selectmen of the Town of East Bridgewater submit 
for consideration their Annual Report of the Finan- 
cial condition of the Town, together with the Receipts 
and Expenditures for the year ending February 28, 
1867. 


TOWN APPROPRIATIONS FOR 1866. 


At the Annual March Meeting, held March 19, the following 
appropriations were voted, viz: 


Voted, To raise three thousand dollars for the support of schools. 
Voted, To raise fifteen hundred dollars for the support of the poor. 


Voted, 'To raise eight hundred dollars for the repairs of bridges 
and culverts. 


Voted, To raise eight hundred dollars for payment of Town Offi- 
cers and Committees. 


Voted, To raise nine hundred dollars for incidental expenses and 
, abatement of taxes. 


Voted, To raise five hundred dollars to be expended by the Select- 
men for the repair of roads. 


Voted, 'To raise nine hundred dollars to meet the discount on taxes. 


Voted, To raise five thousand dollars for the payment of Town 
debts and interest. 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Support of Schools, . ; ‘ : . $3,000 00 
Support of Poor, . : ; ; : . 1,500 00 
Repairs of Bridges and Gulvere : ; : : 800 00 
Payment of 'Town Officers and Committees, ; 800 00 
Incidental Expenses and Abatement of Taxes, . 900 00 
To be expended by Selectmen for Repair of Roads, 9500 00 
To meet Discount on Taxes, - ; : : 900 00 
Payment of Town Debts and Interest, . : . 9,000 00 


$13,400 00 


Voted, 'To assess, in a tax upon the polls and estates of the Town, 
the sum of thirteen thousand and four hundred dollars. 


Voted, To raise fifteen hundred dollars as a specific tax to be 
expended in labor on the highways, and the highway surveyors to be 
collectors of said tax. 


TOWN MEETING. 


Copy of Articles in the Warrant for the Annual Meeting, to 
be held March 18, 1867, at 1 o’clock, P. M. 


ARTICLE 1. To choose a Moderator to preside in said meeting. 

Arr. 2. To hear reports of the Selectmen, Overseers of the Poor, 
and Committees, and act thereon. 

Art. 38. To choose all necessary Town Officers and Committees for 
the ensuing year. 

Art. 4. To act on the list of jurors, as reported by the Selectmen. 

Art. 5. To determine the manner of cee the highways and 
bridges the ensuing year. 

Art. 6. To raise and appropriate such sums of money as may be 
necessary to pay all Town charges and debts, for the ensuing year. 

Art. 7. To seeif the Town will authorize and confirm the choice 
of Prudential Committees in the several School Districts, and author- 
ize them to contract with teachers. | 

Art. 8. To see what method the Town will adopt for the collection 
of taxes for the ensuing year. 

Art. 9. To see if the Town will authorize their Collector to use all 


means for the Collection of taxes, which a town Treasurer may use 
when appointed Collector. . 
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Art. 10. To see if the Town will pay James G. Johnson and 
others, $125 each, as a bounty for having enlisted on the Town‘quota 
of 1863. 

Art. 11. To see if the Town will establish a High School in 
accordance with the provisions of the General Statutes. 

Art. 12. To see if the Town will vote to abolish the present School 
District system. 

Art. 13. To see if the Town will vote to unite contiguous School 
Districts. 

Art. 14. To see if the Town will authorize their Treasurer to 
borrow money in anticipation of taxes. 


Art. 15. To see what compensation per day the Town will make to 
Town Officers and Committees. 


LIST. OF JURORS. 


The following is a list of Jurors for the consideration of the 
Town, to. be acted upon at the Annual Meeting, to be held 
March 18, 1867. 


William Allen. 
George W. Allen. 
Chas. H. Brown. 
Chas. W. Bennett. 
Thomas Conant. 
Lemuel Dunbar. 
Tra W. Drake. 
Plyna Edson. 
Franklin Edson. 
Henry Gurney. 
Seth P. Gurney. 
William B. Hall. 
William W. Hersey. 
_ Stephen Harlow. 
John Hobart. 


Edward Y. Hayward. 


Arthur Harris. 
Isaac N. Keith. 
Zebina Keith. 
George M. Keith. 
Freedom Keith. 
Eliab Latham. 


Rufus A. Littlefield. © 


A. Harris Latham. 
Levi W. Noyes. 
Mark Phillips. 

John B. Porter. 
David Pratt. 
Philander Pratt. 
Oliver Pratt. 

Daniel Reed. 
Quincy Reed. 
William Ramsdall. 
John N. Reed. 
Wales Rogers. 
Nahum B. Smith. 
Minot C. Shaw. 
Williams Tirrell. 
William Vinton. 
Ezra S. Whitmarsh. 
Eleazer Whitman. 
Asa T. Whitman. 
James R. Whitmarsh. 
Benjamin M. White. 
Benjamin Ward. 


ESTIMATE OF TOWN EXPENSES FOR 1867. 
The Selectmen make the following: estimate of expenses for . 
1867: 


For Schooling, oct. 22 ; ‘ : : . $3,000 00 
‘¢ Support of Poor, . : : . 1,500 00 
“ Repair of Highways and Bridges, . 2,000 00 
“ Incidental Expenses, . : : : 800 00 
‘Clearing Roads from Snow, . : : : 300 00 
‘‘ Town Officers and Committees, . ; ; 800 00 
‘© Payment of Town Debts and Interest, . . 11,500 00 

$ 20,400 00 


ASSESSORS’ DEPARTMENT. 


Amount of Real Estate assessed May 1, 1866, $820,591 00 
0“ . Personal Estate ‘“ s 242,275 00 


re 


Totalet cee hk Pee els OBR BOGE 


Per cent on true value, one cent and seven mills on the dollar, for 
State, County and Town Taxes. Poll tax, $2.00. Number of Polls, 
805. Number of Dwelling Houses, 569. Number of Acres of Land 
assessed, 11,351. Number of Cows, 869. Number of Horses, 273. 
Number of Oxen, 46. Number of Sheep, 17. 


Town Tax, : : : : : : $13,400 00 
State Tax, . ; . : : ; : . 4,260 00 
County Tax, i : : : : . . 1,337 94 
Overlayings, ‘ : : ‘ ; “ : 680 78 

| Total amount assessed and committed, . sanders 19678278 
Delinquency in highway taxes for 1865, ¢ : 140 73 
$19,819 45 


GEORGE BRYANT, 
JACOB BATES, 
ELIAB LATHAM, 
Assessors of East Bridgewater. 


February 28, 1867. 
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EXPENSE OF SUPPORTING THE POOR. 


ALMSHOUSE ACCOUNT. 


Dr. 
Inventory, February 28, 1866, . . $2,136 71 
Due from sundry persons, . ; : 11 75 
Samuel A. Orr, medical attendance, _ . 25 00 
Warden’s Salary, : , i 198 75 
Paid sundry persons for Sialic. , 928 24 
Cr. 
Inventory, February 28, 1867, . . $1,742 02 
Due from sundry persons, . 5 54 68 


Labor by warden and inmates, on high- 

ways, by order of the Selectmen, . 179 25 
Labor by warden and inmates, cutting 

and hauling wood from Curtis and 

Whitmarsh lots, . : 2 ‘ 109 50 
Cash paid 'Town ‘Treasurer, : ; 65 00 


Cost of supporting the poor at the house, 


Whole number of paupers during the year, 
Average number during the year, . 
Present number at the house, 

Average cost per week for support, . 


od 


EXPENSES OUT OF THE HOUSE. 

Paid for support of Mrs. W. Osborne and children, 

as 43 Mrs. L. P. Osborne bs 

ee + Mrs. L. Keith, Jr. e 

ee af Mrs. H. Bean 

a - Mrs. L. 8S: Hathaway 6 

ss af Mrs. Z. Sturtevant S 

3 zs Mrs. D. Bates and child, 

- fe Mrs. M. B. Maine “ 


Amount carried over, 


$3,300 45 


$2,150 45 


. $1,150 00 


17 
10 
10 


. $2.21 


$62 11 
160 00 
62 75 
7) 00 
61 00 
47 00 
100 00 
o2 00 


eee ee 


$619 86 


Amount brought forward, ; : . $619 86 
Paid for support of Mrs. Almira Drew, 9 00 
# 3 Mrs. Nancy Orcutt, 16 00 


ams 6s Misses J. S. and M. P. Washburn, 10 50 
66 6 William W. Gardner and family, 10 00 


ee Z H. A. Washburn, 3 66 30 
A " Amos Wade, BS 16 00 
Z ne Orrin Parris, - 34 00 
“ “ Nath’! S. Bouldry, “ 17 00 
ae fs Edward Sharp, % 14 00 
Br A Oliver Sharp, 52 00 
a Sybil P. Dunbar, 52 00 
Ls 66 Lusinda Mitchell, 25 00 
rf Be Arabella Osborne, 22 00 


“ City of New Bedford, support of Melissa Mitchell, 40 30 
‘ Lunatic Hospital, Taunton, support of Filetta 


Washburn, 111 88 
‘¢ Lunatic Hospital, Taunton, support of James 
Siddall, Jr., 143 96 
‘© ‘Town of Weymouth, support of Wilbor Osborne, 6 00 
$1,265 80 
Less supporting Poor from Plymouth, $56 00 
- es Bridgewater, 16 00 
oe os Easton, 16 00 
f i Duxbury, 10 00 
“ e¢ Nantucket, 52 00 
66 + Lakeville, 66 00 | 
$216 00 


eel 


Expense of supporting Poor out of House, $1,049 80 
Total expenses for the year, . : . $2,199 80 


Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE BRYANT, 
JACOB BATES, 
ELIAB LATHAM, 


Overseers of the Poor. 
February 28, 1867. 


REPORT OF TOWN HALL COMMITTEE. 
Receipts for use of hall for year ending February 


oo ite Del area : : a: . $183 00 
EXPENDITURES. 

Paid for fuel, : ‘ : : $9 45 
s¢ soil, wicks and Ee irivics i . : : 17 10 
ePraNY. Poh iecri for stove, pipe and repairs, . ; 25 89 
“ H. A. Grow, setting glass, &c.,_ _.. : : 3°79 
«¢ PD. French, repairing settees, 2 50 
« ©. G. Lazell, repairing blinds, : ; : 2 60 
“ for boards oe music stand, . : : 1 15 
« J. E. Davenport, labor, painting hall, 26 99 
«© J. Remick, care of hall, : 3 : : 67 50 
«© for cleaning hall, . : : ‘ , P 1 00 
s¢ 6 shovelling snow, . , : : 88 
«© J, N. Nutter, services as Committee, , : 10 00 

Balance paid Town Treasurer, . : : : 14 19 

$183 00 


I. N. NUTTER, Committee. 


el 


é 


EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLS FOR 1866-67. 


Union District, Nos. 1, 8 and 9.—Scholars, 288. 
- Their proportion of money for 1866, _. : . $1,230 81 


Balance due from last year, . : : ; : 39 21 
$1,270 02 
Paid Edmund W. Nutter, for teaching, $195 00 
«© Charlotte A. Richardson, ‘“ 88 00 
“© Addie S. Kimball, ee ~ 162 00 
“ Georgiana Skillings, A 82 00 
‘ Mary E. Ryder, ‘ 3: 162 00 
“ Florence A. Jenkins, Us 96 00 
“ HElighta A. Deans, cf 128 00 
Balance due, . : : . 807 02 
$1,270 02 
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District No. 2.—Scholars, 50. 


Their proportion of money for 1866, 
Balance due from last year, . 


Paid Ellis W. Holmes, for teaching, $135 00 


“ Ella C. Stetson, o 96 00 
‘‘ Contingent expenses, . : 17 02 
Balance due, : ; ; : oe Le Oe 


District No. 3.—Scholars, 52. 
Their proportion of money for 1866, 
Balance due from last year, . 


Paid Jennette C. Harlow, for teaching, $120 00 
“ J. A. Allen and M. K. Alden, for 


teaching, . : : : 30 73 

‘© Hannah K. Richards, for teaching, 06 00 

“ George J. Cummings, bs 64 37 

“ Contingent expenses, . : : o8 80 

‘ Boarding teacher, : : : 49 50 
Balance due, : : : : : 14 44 


District No. 4.—Scholars, 94. 


Their proportion of money for 1866, 
Balance due from last year, . 


Paid Mary K. Alden, for teaching, $ 204 00 
«“ Mary C. Pratt, “ 180 00 
“ Contingent expenses, . : : 21 26 


Balance due, : : my Sta : 7 75 


$ 267 19 
135 44 


eed 


$402 63 


$402 63 


$273 26 
100 58 


$373 84 


$373 84 


$409 20 
3 81 


$413 O1 


$413 O1 | 
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District No. 5.—Scholars, 36. 


Their proportion of money for 1866, 
Balance due from last year, . 


Paid Ella J. Fullerton, for teaching, 


$72 00 
_ Eugene Sandford, aa 123 50 


“ Contingent expenses, . : : 25 .00 
Balance due, 2 00 


ee 


District No. 6.—Scholars, 53. 


Their proportion of money for 1866, 
Balance due from last year, . 


Paid Susie Millett, for teaching, $126 00 
Geo. A. Wheeler, ~.* 150 00 
‘© Contingent expenses, 16 30 © 


Overdrawn, 


——$—— 


District No. 7.—Scholars, 47. 


Their proportion of money for 1866, : 
$219 50 


Paid Geo. A. Hayward, for teaching, 
“ Contingent expenses, 12 36 
“ Overdrawn last year, 12 78 
Balance due, 12 895 


District No. 10.—Scholars, 35. 


Their proportion of money for 1866, 
Balance due from last year, . 


222 50 


$ 292 30 
13 09 


$279 21 


$ 257 49 


$ 257 49 


$218 76 
3 19 
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Paid Ella A. Keith, for teaching, . . $52 00 
‘¢ Mary EK. Barker, re ; . 56 00 
‘‘ Boarding teachers, ‘ : : 80 90 
‘¢ Contingent expenses, . : R11 45 
Balance due, : : ; : : 6 00 


Orlando M. Alger.—1 Scholar. 


His proportion of money, 1866, 
Balance due from last year, . 


Paid teaching in North Bridgewater, 


Edward Y. Hayward.—1 Scholar. 


Balance due from last year, . 
Paid teaching in North Bridgewater, 


ieee! 


Cyrus Monroe, Jr.—1 scholar. 


His proportion of money for 1866, | 
Balance due from last year, . 


Paid teaching in Halifax, 


Joseph Foster.—1 Scholar. 


His proportion of money for 1866, 
Balance due from last year, . 


Paid teaching in Halifax, 


$221 95 


$6 24 
6 10 


$12 34 
$12 34 


$6 10 
$6 10 


$6 24 
6 10: 


$12 34 
$ 12°34 


$6 24 
6 10 


$12 34 
$12 34 
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STATE AID 
From January 1, 1866, to January 1, 1867. 


Bryant, Eunice §., A - $96 00 Amount brought forward, $2,339 72 
Blanchard, Elizabeth W., . 96 00/}Lincoln, William B., . oe E00 
Brown, Sally W., . : - 88 00} Lincoln, Matthew W., . ont Banas 
Brown, Arthur H., : 4 00| Luzarder, Geo. E., . oof 2R0G 
Bates, Irving, : : . 7%@2 00} McCarter, Harriet F., . o. ) SGEGG 
ares,ov). H. H., . . . 81 20| Morris, Lucy A., . ; - 48 00 
Bonney, Jacob D., : . 72 00; Morse, Amos, . ‘: oa, haeeOO 
Burbeck, Lucius D., . . 72 00| Maine, William H., ; es T2700 
Burgess, Silas art . 96 00} Morey, William L., ; . 80 60 
Bancroft, Edwin W., . . 72 00| Nesmith, Chas. H., ; valtAd oe00 
Chamberlain, Nathan, . - 48 00/ Osborne, Eliab N., x teas OU 
Chamberlain, Francis B., . 72 00| Packard, Emily F., : - 296 00 
Curtis, Minot §., . : . 72 00| Porter, Isaac R. . : tb kone 
Casey, Henry, b : - 48 00/| Pool, Peregrine W., ‘ a, 262.00 
Cook, Joseph H., . . . 72 00| Quigley, Patrick, . ‘ s» 80 40 
Carter, Sophronia, : . 48 00|Reardon, Mary, . . - 80 00 
Dunlap, Elizabeth J., . . 19 12|Ripley, Mary S., . ; . >. 48 00 
Drew, Almira, 3 p z 48 00| Ramsdall, Asa T., . - . 72 00 
Eddy, Harriet, . ‘ . 48 00|Sylvester, Lydia A. . - 2 548700 
Ellis, Andrew S., . . . 120 00|Stetson, JohnM.,. . . 72 00 
Gurney, Seth P., . 5 . 72 00|Steingardt, Joseph A., . oe tO 
Gurney, Alva A., . K . 72 00| Sampson, Ezra F., : - ¢2 00 
Gould, Sarah B., . . =. 48 00) Stran, Hugh, Pe Sh 
Hudson, SarahC., . 96 00; Trow, Thankful O., , » 48 00 
Hudson, Mary, . F . 48 00|Tinkham, Sylvanus, . - 2 00 
Hudson, Eliza, . F . $82 00| Underwood, Rachel B., - 96 00 
Harden, Noah, . f . 48 00| Vosmus, Harrison A., . - 36 00 
Harden, Noah T., . 4 . 72 00| Vosmus, Harriet, . . ~ 19 06 
Harden, Chas. W., . . 29 40| Wheeler, Geo. A.,. ° - 72 00 
Holmes, Alonzo L., . . -72 00| Wilder, William, . : «42000 
Hall, Susan E., . 2 . 96 00| Wilder, Eliza, F : - 48 00 
Hale, Betsey A., . ; . 48 00| White, Nehemiah, : - 126 00 
Jaquith, Almera, : ‘ A 96 00 Winsor, Eldridge, ° e ° 72 00 
Josselyn, James E., F meee. 00 $ 4,340 06 
Kingman, Sarah C., : + 96.00 
Keen, Lois, . ; » - 48 00 


Amount paid in January 
and February, 1867, . . 739 32 


Amount carried forward, $2,339 72 $5,079 38 


14 
ROADS, BRIDGES AND CULVERTS. 


Paid Chas. H. Bonney, work on bridge, $6 50 
E..B. Iron Co., 3 : 1 75 
John Wade, 3 2 33 
Asa 'T’. Whitman, f do 33 
William Reed, work on culvert, 12 29 
Merritt Jenkins, work on road, 89 69 
John Gaffney, if 05 
Nicholas Wade, i 28 
Azor H. Latham, 10 
Henry Gurney, * 10 00 
Isaac Reed, Jr., a 00° 


Gladden Bonney, —“ 


2 

7 

4 

0 

9) 

3 
Samuel Reed, 2d, 6 1.63 
Almon Gurney, 2 6 20 
Francis Hayward, i 4 80 
Sidney Allen, at 22 48 
Noah Harden, : tf 1 25 
Isaac Pratt, ef 6 08 
Baldwin & Pope, se 5 00 
Ebenezer ‘Tisdale, as D9 00 
Eliab Latham, ‘ 38 15 
Timothy Mitchell, a 16 67 
Jacob Bates, os : : ; 8 33 
Levi T’. Gurney, # : : : 2 50 
Lebbeus Smith, § ; : 2 75 
Warden and inmates of almshouse, ork on road, 169 265 
Martin Parris, work on road, . ; : 4 83 
Thomas Braman, “ : , 83 
Thomas O’Brien, ‘“ ; : ; 83 
Patrick Barrett, ie : : - d+ 
George Byram, ss : : : 13 90 
R. A. Littlefield, ge ‘ : . 16 83 
John Reed, building road, _ . ; 22 30 


Merritt Jenkins, grading road at S. D. Shaw’ s mill, 125 00 
Nath’! Southworth, filling “ K.Sheldon’s “ 40 00 
Chas. Siddall, iron work, . : ; : 7d 


——_—_—_—_ -_—_—_—_-_—_— 


Amount carried forward, : . $665 60 
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_ Amount brought forward, ; . $665 60 
Paid E. B. Iron Co., spikes, . : ; 3 i 4 93 
i = lumber, . : : 2°79 

I. N. Nutter, a ; J : ? 36 85 
Galen Latham, ‘“ ; : : ; 18 88 
Stephen Harlow, ‘“ : : : : 90 11 

C. W. Richards, “ : : : 37 60 


S. G. Alden, ef 3 
Ki. Carver & Co., sawing iinber 3 
Ezekiel Run itian, gravel, : : ; 3 
James Eaton, ro Cahiers 5 4 3 16 
Francis Hayward, “ 2 

+ 


Asa 'T. Whitman, “ q ; 76 
Seth Bryant, 66 “0 canclt : ; oe Sed 
R. A. Littlefield,  <“ : i : ; 14 34 
E. B. Iron Co., cinder, , i 3 38 
B. M. rca land for gravel , 30 00 
Galen Latham, sy ‘ . 10 00 
B. R. Robinson, aes ok : 30 00 

$990 24 


EXPENSE OF CLEARING THE ROADS FROM 


SNOW. 

Paid Alvin C. Baker, . $10 00|Paid J. A. Jackson, ‘ 1 50 
' William M. Shaw, . 3 00 Martin Parris, 2 67 
Eliab Latham, eed oF OO) J. Perkins, ; Tso 
H. N. Hatch, TG H. Johnson, ‘ 1 00 
Chas. A. Latham, . 8 50 G. Brown, : 33 
Cyrus Monroe, Jr., . 2 00 Chas. H. Nesmith, . 3 58 
Galen Osborne, 2 83 | . Mark P. Hudson, . 1 00 
F. R. Flagg, : 1 00 R. A. Littlefield, s 8 50 
Eldridge Winsor, 2 83 Peter Hearn, ‘ 50 
Timothy Mitchell, 2 66 John Curley, : 50 
Wm. S. Sampson, 2 83 Colman Noonan, t 50 

Galen Latham, 3.75 
Branch L. Byram, 2 08 $89 72 

John Wade, 2 67 
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INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


- Paid 'T'aggard & Thompson, books for schools, . $35 75 
Joseph Chamberlain, furniture for Selectmen’s , 

Office, . ; ; : : ; : 6 00 
Jarvis Burrell, printing posters, . ; 15 60 
William 8. Saree military services, 61, : 24 40 
T. R. Marvin & Son, printing Town Rises 159 00 
Patrick Quigley, bounty ’63, i : - 125 00 
Sidney Packard, enforcing the dog law, : 6 50 
O. G. Healy, road scraper, . . 3 50 
Warden and inmates of Almshouse, ciieng 

and hauling wood, : : : 109 50 
T’.. R. Marvin & Son, printing pais : ; 14 75 
Quincy Insurance hy insuring Almshouse, . 27 50 
John Waterman, team to Middleboro’ and 

Taunton, . 5 00 
Geo. H. Morse, mines pauper to State Almnen ane 2 30 
I. N. Nutter, books for indigent children, -4 00 
Sidney Packard, Sexton, . ; 76 85 
H. O. A. Orr, rent for Soles caens sifice ; 25 00 
T.. D. Richmond, stone monuments for bounds 

of highways at 8. D. Shaw’s mill, : 3 50 
George Bryant, railroad fare and expenses, . 14 27 
Town of Hanson, town tax, ; : 58 
Nath’! Vaughn, postage and Sivstopest 2 58 
Expressman, : : 3 42 
George Bryant, satan al yeaiphery) 8 54 
Nath’! Vaughn, collector, ’65, ; : 131 28 
William H. Osborne, recording marriages, bivths 

and deaths, . : — 22 66 
Martin Whiting, blank sidionert Red omcabees 10 10 

x railroad fare and expenses, . Do 03 

ee examining the late tax 
Collector’s book, . ; 6 75 
fd expenses hiring money, : 15 00 
Kliab Latham, railroad fare and expenses, _.. 2 40 
Jacob Bates, i! RE oaherse Lie? . 6 20 


Amount carried forward, ; ‘ . $619 86 


Paid 


Paid 
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Amount brought forward, . ; ; . $619 86 
Jacob Bates, postage and stationery, . : 3 23 
cs use of horse and carriage, ... 18 30 
Geo. Bryant, “ “ “  & eine é 18 90 
Biiab Latham, “ “ «  & oer 13 00 
N. Bridgewater Gazette, for advertising, 1 50 
For abatement of taxes, 1864-’65,-’66, . : 323 92 
$ 1252 51 

TOWN OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES. 
Baalis Sanford, School Committee, s.- $ 60. 49 
HK. W. Holmes, : d 49 50 
W. H. Osborne, a ; ; 36 75 
Geo. Bryant, Selectman, . : ; 116 37 
Jacob Bates, tf é : ; é 74 25 
Eliab Latham, ‘“ : : ; 59 75 
Geo. Bryant, Assessor, . : : : ‘ OT 25 
Jacob Bates, ¢ ; ; : ‘ : 41 50 
Eliab Latham, ‘“ : : ; 29 Td 
Geo. Bryant, Overseer of the Barn ; ; 21 00 
Jacob Bates, si 66 ; ; Li25 
Eliab Latham, ‘ i ; : 8 75 
Martin Whiting, ‘Treasurer, ‘ é 75 00 
William H. Osborne, Town Clerk, j ; 16 08 
Ezra 8. Whitmarsh, Moderator, . : , 5 00 
Sidney Packard, Constable, . : , : 17 00 
Geo. H. Morse, 4 : : : ; 12 00 
B. R. Alden, a LED ee 3 00 
Martin Whiting, Committee on Roads, . 3 00 
Ehab Latham, %¢ Dd 00 
Jacob Bates, Af 2 50 
William H. Osborne, Committee School ieniees 2 00 
Ezra S. Whitmarsh, af fe 2 00 
Martin Whiting, vs S 2 50 
Robert Curtis, Auditor, : : ; ; 11 25 
William Allen, ‘“ : , ; ; 11 25 
I. N. Nutter, ec ° . . 12 50 
— $754 69 


3 
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‘“RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 


Paid for Schooling, . . $2,929 41 
‘¢ Support of Poor, . : . 2,199 80 

« "Incidental Expenses, : 928 59 
«Repairing Roads and Bridges, _.. ; 990 24 

« Town Officers and Committees, . : 754 69 

‘“ ~=—s State Aid to Families, : . o,0TORe 
«Clearing Roads from Snow, ; ; 89 72 

‘¢ ~~ Abatement of T'axes, ; : ; 323 92 
$13,321 95 


LIQUOR AGENTS REPORT. 


Stock on hand, Feb. 8, 1866, _. . $9558 62 
‘¢ purchased from Feb. 8, 1866, to | 
Feb., 1867, . : : . 6,612 70 
—— $6,171 32 
EXPENSES OF AGENCY. 
Us. axe : ‘ i $25 00 
Freight, Express, &c., : ; : 73 17. 
Agent’s Salary, . i : : 100 00 
— 198 17 
PROFITS. 
In cash paid 'Town Treasurer, . 107 60 
In increase of stock on hand, : . 66 965 
174 55 
$6,044 04 
Sales of Liquor for year 
ending Feb. 5, 1866, . $5,801 57 
Sales of Casks, &c., . , 116 90 
‘ ————. $5,918 47 
Stock on hand Feb. 5, 1867, : 625 57 
—— $6,544 04 


WE have this day examined the books and accounts of Tuomas RogErs, 
Town Liquor Agent, and find the above a correct statement of the past year’s 
transactions. 

ROBERT CURTIS, 
WILLIAM ALLEN, utr 


; I. N. NUTTER, 
East Bridgewater, Feb. 28, 1867. 


19 
AUDITORS’ REPORT. 


We, the undersigned, have examined the collection account of the 
late N. Vaughn, and find by the Assessors’ book that the amount of 
commitment is . d : d $19,677 00 
To which add Highway deimacena, : : : : 140 73 


Total, ‘ ; : $19,817 73 
Deduct amount placed in Mr. Whiting’ s agennieneae 3,408 76 
Total to Mr. Vaughn, . : ; ; : $16,408 97 
Collected by Mr. Vaughn, . , : $ 16,321 19 
*« do. from highway delinquents, : 87 78 
$16,408 97 
Collected by Mr. Vaughn, interest, : ; 8 67 
——§$ 16,417 64 
Five per cent discount on amount collected in 
September, . : : : - $785 38 
-Coms. on amount collected at # of 1 per cent, 123 13 
Amount paid Town Treasurer, : 15,227 70 
Balance due the Town, : : : se peOl wea 
— $16,417 64 


ROBERT CURTIS, 
WILLIAM ALLEN, § Auditors. 
I. N. NUTTER, 


East Bridgewater, February 28, 1867. 


After the decease of Mr. N. Vaughn, the Selectmen appointed 
Martin Whiting, Esq., Collector, and placed in his hands the following 
amount of uncollected commitment, amounting to . . $3,408 76 


The undersigned having examined Mr. Whiting’s collec- 


tion account find this amount collected, : : “> 25844729 
Outstanding, - . - . $564 47 
Amount paid by Mr. Whiting to iets eeeirers ; . 2,844 29 
om le _ *“* accrued interest on Tax Bills, 101 99 
$2,946 28 


ROBERT CURTIS, 
WILLIAM ALLEN, > Auditors. 
I. N;, NOTIER, 


East Bridgewater, March 1, 1867. 


- 
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REPORT OF TOWN 


TREASURE 


R. 


Martm Wuittne, Z7reasurer, in account with Town. 


Dr. 
1867.—Frs. 28. 
Cash of I. N. Nutter, former Treasurer, 
as B. R. Alden, 


borrowed on Town Notes, . 
of State Treasurer, proportion of S 


66 6 State aid, 


66 66 


66 66 


Town of Bridgewater, 
as Lakeville, . 
Easton, 
Town Liquor Agent, 
Town House Committee, . 


66 


from taxes collected by self, 
interest ‘ a 


Cr. 
By eee paid, Town Bonds, . 
Interest on same, 
State Tax, 
County Tax, . 
Town Orders, 
State Aid Orders, 


1, 1866, 
Interest on same, 


Interest on same, 


Cash on hand, 


Town Notes for money borrowed, 3,000 


Tost rein 


corporation taxes, 
pedler’s licenses, 


Nathaniel Vaughn, Collector, 1865-66, 


. $5,100 00 
1,154 47 
4,260 00 
1,337 94 
8,185 62 
5,040 94 


Town Notes outstanding, March 


3,970 
527 


00 
27 
00 
52 80 


$ 32,629 04 
1,840 41 


$ 34,469 


62 
94 
50 
60 
19 
22 
29 


99 


45 


$34,469 45 
MARTIN WHITING; Treasurer. 


We, the undersigned, have this day examined the above account, and find 
the items thereof properly entered and vouched for. 


ROBERT CURTIS, 
WILLIAM ALLEN, 
I, N. NUTTER, 


East Bridgewater, March 1, 1867. 


Auditors. 
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LIABILITIES AND ASSETS OF THE 


LIABILITIES. 
Bonds, 
Notes due Beremiber i 1867, given to reimburse 
citizens for filling quotas, 
Interest on Notes, . 
Due the several School oda 
Outstanding Orders, : 
Unsettled Accounts “estimated,” . 


ASSETS. 
Due from the late Nathaniel Vaughn, $281 43 
Z Martin Whiting, Collector, . 564 47 
oc B. R. Alden, . ‘ 124 81 
‘ State for State Aid, : 5,079 38 


66 Town for Support of Paupers, 216 00 
Wood cut on Curtis & Whitmarsh lots, 210 00 
Cash in Treasury, ; . 1,840 41 
Balance against the 'T’own, : 16,135 30 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


GEORGE BRYANT, 
- JACOB BATES, 
ELIAB LATHAM, 


TOWN. 


$ 15,000 00 


7,440 50 
545 86 
541 58 
423 86 
500 00 


$ 24,451 80 


$24,451 80 


Selectmen of Hast Bridgewater. 


February 28, 1867. 
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INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE, 


Recorded in Mast Bridgewater during the year 1866. 


Feb. 13.—Stephen Hall and Mary E. Savery, both of East Bridgewater. 
ss 14.—David Brigham Howe, of Abington, and Harriet Nash, of - 
East Bridgewater. 
March 10.—Galen Willis, of East Bridgewater, and Louisa Gowell, of 
Auburn, Me. 
‘¢ 13.—Zebina Keith, Jr., and Susan Mercy Sumner, both of East 
Bridgewater. 
«¢ 17.—Theophilus R. Brown, Jr., of Middleboro’, and Joanna R. 
Jenness, of East Bridgewater. 
April 10.—Alonzo Beal, of East Bridgewater, and Helen Gray, of Pem- 
broke. 
‘¢ —- 28.— Wales Rogers, of Kast Bridgewater, and Sarah S. Gerrish, of 
Fairhaven. 
‘¢ 28.—Nymphas M. Chandler and Hannah Bowker, both of East 
Bridgewater. 
‘« 28.—William A. Peasley, of Halifax, and Amanda Hatch, of East 
Bridgewater. 3 
May 4.—Joseph De Mal and Mary A. Davis, both of East Bridgewater. 
«« —30.—George Freeman Keith and Mary Hannah Coggswell, both of 
Kast Bridgewater. 
June 4.—Albert Bates and Lucretia L. Bell, both of East Bridgewater. 
“ 9.—Patrick Quigley and Catharine Carroll, both of East Bridge- 
water. 
«¢ —19.—Francis Marion Kingman and Carrie M. Chandler, both of 
East Bridgewater. , 
««  27.—Nathaniel W. French, of East Bridgewater, and Mary B. 
Jones, of Milton. 
‘¢ 28.—Henry Harden and Sarah S. Reed, both of East Bridgewater. 
July 38.—John Lewis Colter and Lydia M. Otis, both of East Bridge- 
water. 
Sept. 12.—Charles L. Jones, of West Bridgewater, and Sarah Keith 
Soule, of East Bridgewater. 
s« 24,—Allen P. Pratt and Lorinda Rumsey, both of East Bridgewater. 
Oct, 1.—Levi Osborne, of Marshfield, and Desire S. Harden, of East 
Bridgewater. 


66 
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14.—Ebenezer H. Pratt, of East: Bridgewater, and Laura Sturte- 
vant, of Duxbury. 

16.—Martin V. Brady and Ellen A. Mahoney, both of East Bridge- 
water. 

22.—Jeremiah D. Thurlow and Sally W. Brown, both of East 
Bridgewater. 

27.—John W. Bresenham, of Abington, and Abbie Augusta Gurney, 
of East Bridgewater. 

6.—Selden Mattison Washburn, of East Bridgewater, and Rebecca 
L. Johnson, of Freetown. 
7.—Ira Allen Pratt, of Bridgewater, and Lucy A. Hathaway, of 

East Bridgewater. 

12.—Andrew Bartlett Holmes, of West Bridgewater, and Hattie 
Amanda Staples, of East Bridgewater. 

21.—Isaac Thomas Hatch, of East Bridgewater, and Cornelia A. 
Bourne, of Hanson. 

21.—John C. Newton, of Marlboro’, N. H., and Sarah Josephine 
Swallow, of East Bridgewater. 

29.—William Soule, of North Bridgewater, and Ellen Amanda 
Hudson, of East Bridgewater. 


WILLIAM H. OSBORNE, Town Currx. 


BIRTHS, 


Registered in Kast Bridgewater during the Year 1866. 


Males, . : . : 5 . 4 : : 28 
Females, . “ - f : . : / : : Be 

Whole number, . : : . : ; : = 65 
Of foreign parentage, . f ; : : : : 14 
Illegitimate, . : ‘ : ° } ‘ ; z 1 


WILLIAM H. OSBORNE, Town Ctierk. 
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SCHOOL COMMITTHE 


OF THE TOWN OF 


EAST BRIDGEWATER, 


FOR THE 
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REPORT. 


AT a meeting of the School Committee of East Bridgewater, 
April 6, 1866, an organization of the same was effected by the 
choice of Witr1am H. erOENy Chairman, and Baauts San- 
FORD, Secretary. 

Having reached the close of another school-year, the Com- 
mittee respectfully submit to the inhabitants of the town the 
following statements concerning the condition and prospects of 
the schools under their superintendence. 


UNION DISTRICT NO. 1. 
NORTH PRIMARY. 

This school was under the care of Miss Mary E. Kimpatt, 
for the entire year. Previous to her engagement in this town, 
she had had considerable experience in teaching, in a neighbor- 
ing State. She labored with much faithfulness and zeal, and 
the general results were good; but, had she been able to bring 
her school to a better state of discipline, her efforts in teaching 
would have been productive of greater advancement on the 
part of her scholars. 


HAST PRIMARY. 
SumMerR TermM.—Miss Grorcigz A. SxiLuinas, Teacher. 

This school consisted of sixty scholars, and the attendance 
was more than ordinary, being ninety per cent. Yet the man- 
agement of this large number was successful. The teacher’s 
manner being kind, but firm, and well adapted to the character 
of her pupils, the order was commendable, good progress in the 
various classes was secured, and the general aspect and results 
of the school were pleasant and satisfactory to the Committee | 
and other visitors. 

Miss Skillings having taken another school nearer her resi- 
dence, she was succeeded by Miss F'LorEncE A. JENKINS, a 
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graduate of the Normal School, Bridgewater, who had charge 
of the school for the Winter term of sixteen weeks. Finding 
it in good condition, she found less effort and time required to 
organize, and bring it into good working order. 

Understanding the work to be done, and the means of doing 
it, and applying them with system and steadiness of purpose, 
wisely helping pupils in their lessons only when they had tested 
their own powers, the school, though much reduced in its 
attendance, made continued progress, and at the close exhibited 
much promise in respect to its future. 


_ WEST PRIMARY. 

Miss Mary KE. Ryper took charge of this school during the 
year, and, although the school was larger than the house could 
well accommodate, still, through the energy and tact of the 
teacher, all were cared for at no expense of quiet and proper 
discipline. Her vivacity of manner seemed contagious on the 
part of the pupils, producing in them promptness in regard to 
order and recitations. 

The weather being very unpleasant on the afternoon of the 
close of thisschool, but few visitors were present. ‘The scholars, 
however, went through the exercises in a manner creditable to 
themselves and their teacher. The recitations in Arithmetic 
and Spelling were especially gratifying. ‘The Writings also 
deserve special mention, as showing marked improvement. 
The Singing, which the scholars engaged in with unusual 
unanimity, constituted one very pleasant feature of the closing 
exercises. 


INTERMEDIATE. 

This school, for the Summer term, was under the care of 
Miss Cuartorre A. RicHarpson, a graduate of the Normal - 
School, Salem, who showed herself well adapted to the situa- 
tion. Consequently the school was managed and taught 
successfully, and made excellent progress and proficiency. In 
the vacation, she was induced by far more weighty and per- 
suasive compensation to accept a position for teaching in Boston, 
and was reluctantly released. 

For the Fall and Winter terms, Miss Grorere A. SKILLINGS 
was engaged, who had won good repute as a primary teacher. 
She continued her labors with interest and indications of suc- 


- 
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cess for two weeks, when, much to the regret of all, sickness 
compelled her to. withdraw her services. Her successor was 
Miss ExigHta A. Dean, a lady known as teacher in many 
other places, who conducted the school through a term of 
sixteen weeks. 'The classes were faithfully and thoroughly 
drilled, and their necessary movements in the school-room exact 
and almost noiseless. Attentive study and good recitations 
were the prevailing rule, with some few exceptions. But we 
think the character and discipline of the school were unfavor- 
ably affected by the ill health of the teacher. 


HIGH AND GRAMMAR. 

Circumstances have not allowed the continuance of this 
school the present year, but two terms, amounting to twenty-six 
weeks, Neither could one teacher be employed for both terms. 
The school, however, has made substantial improvement, having 
been under the care of two gentlemen who had taught it before 
with good acceptance and success. 

During the Summer term it was in charge of Mr. Ease 
W. Nortter, adapted to the situation both by natural talent and 
Normal training. ‘Thorough and systematic in instruction, and 
engaging in manner, he succeeded in a high degree in attract- 
ing the esteem of his scholars, securing their interested attention 
to the various studies, and respectful regard for proper deport- 
ment. The public examination was very satisfactory, reflecting 
much credit upon the teacher and the school. 

The Winter term was intrusted to the care of Mr. Austin 
SANFORD, a student of Dartmouth College. Mr. Sanford 
brought to his work experience, intellectual culture, and execu- 
tive ability, combined with dignity of manner, which secured 
to him the confidence and respect of his pupils, enabling him to 
enforce proper discipline without the sacrifice of that mutual 
harmony of feeling between teacher and scholars which con- 
tributes so essentially to making a school pleasant in its charac- 
ter, and profitable in its results. The order of the school was 
excellent. 

The ‘credit’ system adopted by Mr. Sanford seemed to 
operate as a wholesome stimulus in the school, inciting to 
excellence in scholarship and deportment. ‘The teaching was 
not limited to the matter of the text-book, but the interesting 
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points suggested by the subject in hand were discussed at each 
recitation as fully as the time would allow. ‘Thus leading the 
scholar to observe and think for himself. : 

Mr. Sanford’s method of-teaching Geography and History, 
by topics on cards, awakened more than ordinary interest in 
these important studies, the pupils acquiring not only a practical 
knowledge of them, but obtaining it in such a manner that it 
will be likely to be retained in the memory, as well as be avail- 
able to them whenever they may have occasion to use it. 

The Singing, accompanied by the piano, is not the least — 
pleasing of the daily exercises of the school. 

Writing this report necessarily precedes, by a few days, the 
public examination. 


DISTRICT No. 2.—Eastvitxe. 
SumMeER TerM.—Muiss Evra C. Stetson, Teacher. 

Judging from personal inspection and the testimony of others, 
we have no doubt that her efforts were as successful as fifty 
scholars in a place ‘too strait” for them, would allow. Her 
qualifications were more than ordinary, and assuming her charge 
with an earnest purpose to reduce all to order and studiousness, 
general progress was made, and the results, so far as known, 
were of a fair average excellence. 


WintTER TeRM.—Mr. Grorce F. Haywarp, Teacher. 

This school has not yet closed. Consisting still of fifty 
scholars,a number greater than the accommodations of the 
room, there must necessarily be a certain amount of confusion, 
and impediment to study and comfort. There appears, to a 
good degree, subjection to school discipline, and desire for im- 
provement; and, all the circumstances being considered, the 
school merits approbation. 


UNION DISTRICT No. 3.—BeEaver. 

This school being united with No. 6 of West Bridgewater, 
is, the present year, under the particular care of the Superin- 
tendent of Schools of that town. 

Teacher for the Summer Term, Miss JeEnnetrE C. Hariow. 

Winter Term, Mr. GzorcEe J. Cumminas, of New Hampshire, 
member of Dartmouth College. 


i? 


DISTRICT No. 4.—Joppa Vituace. 


SHNIOR DEPARTMENT. 

Miss Mary K. Atpen, Teacher, Summer and Winter terms, 
brought to her work the influence of much experience, estab- 
lished reputation, and good intellectual and moral qualifications. 
Her instructions evinced thoroughness and fidelity. Grammar 
was practically studied, and beginnings in the construction of 
English sentences were promising. Spelling, Reading and 
Writing received due attention, with encouraging results. And 
such was the teacher’s devotion to the interests of the school, 
that had her efforts been appreciated by all the scholars, as they 
were by a good number, we believe the order would have been 
as perfect, and the examinations as satisfactory as those of any 
former occasions. 


PRIMARY. 

Miss Mary C. Prarr has completed another year of success- 
ful labor in this school. She succeeded in awakening and 
continuing in the minds of her scholars, a very lively interest in 
all the exercises of the school-room. Miss Pratt aimed to make 
her little pupils happy in the pursuit of knowledge, and secured 
efficient discipline in a kind and parental manner. 

The examination gave evidence of good progress in all the 
branches attended to. 'The exercises in Reading and Spelling 
were excellent, and the recitations in Arithmetic evinced much 
patient labor on the part of both scholar and teacher. We think 
Miss Pratt enjoyed the confidence and esteem of the patrons of 
this school, in an eminent degree, and this happy circumstance 
aided her not a little in her school work. 


DISTRICT No. 5.—NortTHVILLE. 


Summer Term.—Muiss Evta T. Futterton, Teacher, 


This school contained many classes so few in number it was 
difficult to awaken in them any degree of enthusiasm, yet 
through the amiability and diligent efforts of Miss Fullerton, 
notwithstanding her inexperience, general progress and improve- 
ment were made. 

Winter term, Teacher, Mr. KucENE SAnrorD ; member of the 


Senior Class of the Bridgewater Normal School. Although this 
5 
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was Mr. Sanford’s first expertence in teaching, he manifested an 
aptness for the work, which makes success almost a certainty. 
The order of the school was good and constantly improving 
throughout the term. ‘The exercises at the close were very 
satisfactory, giving evidence of thorough teaching and substan- 
tial progress. 

The method pursued in teaching Geography, as well as the 
matter taught, was much approved, and the exercise in this 
branch unusually interesting. Penmanship received careful 
attention, and in several instances more than ordinary proficiency 
was attained in this important art. 

An unusual number of the parents and friends of the scholars 
were present at the close, and in the opinion of the Visiting 
Committee and others, the school was left in an essentially 
improved condition, having taken an important step forward. 


DISTRICT No. 6.—Satuckett. 


Teacher, Summer term, Miss Susan B. MILuETT, a graduate 
of the Normal School, Bridgewater. The teacher’s correctness 
of instruction and animated manner of imparting it, tended to 
give an impulse to the pupils in the proper course. The appear- 
ance of the school was uniformly pleasant, and the examination 
at the close exhibited proofs of successful industry in studies, 
and excellence in deportment. | 

The school during the Winter term was under the care of 
Mr. Georce A. WHEELER, a graduate of the Normal School, 
Bridgewater. Under his faithful and efficient training the 
classes seemed to be inspired with an interest in study, and 
made continued progress. The relation between teacher and 
pupils was pleasant; and there was more than usual to commend 
in the order and quietness of the school. The final examina- 
tion was attended by a good number of visitors, who listened 
with much satisfaction to the various recitations, which were 
highly creditable to the performers. 


DISTRICT No. 7.—Wesr Crook. 
Mr. GrorcE EF’. Haywarp, Teacher, for the year. 
This school presented, Summer and Winter terms, a fair 
average attendance, a good degree of excellence in deportment, 
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and attention to studies, and is one of our pleasantest schools. 
Its school accommodations are better than the average in town, 
which is an honor to the district; but it was observable that a 
very small number of its larger scholars were present in either 
term to enjoy them, there being but a very few over twelve 
years of age. This is to be regretted. 'The second term under 
the same teacher furnished of course some special advantages to 
him and the pupils. If not as much animation and prompt- 
ness were inspired as are desirable, yet according to the age and 
attainments of the children, a fair general proficiency was 
made. 


DISTRICT No. 10. 


This is the smallest school in town, yet in some former years, 
when special efforts and contributions were made in the district 
to obtain an accomplished teacher, it stood high in comparative 
merit. Under its teaching, some of its scholars were inspired 
with a desire to become teachers themselves, and were prepared 
to enter the Normal School. We have no doubt, the same care 
being taken by those most interested, that the same, or even a 
higher character than that referred to, might be reached. 

During the present year it has had but two terms, and a new 
teacher in each term. For the Summer term it was in charge 
of Miss Mary E. Barker, of Hanson. She appeared to labor 
calmly and patiently for the advancement of her pupils, judging 
from the evidence furnished by a personal visit. The results as 
they appeared at the closing examination we had not the oppor- 
tunity to witness. It is believed, however, that chiefly from 
the teacher’s unadaptedness to this school, the discipline and 
success were of a lower order than otherwise they would have 
been. 

The teaching of this school during the Winter term, was 
undertaken by Miss Eta A. Kerru, of Titicut ; her first expe- 
rience in this department of labor. Miss Keith brought to her 
work passable literary qualifications, but failed to command that 
respectful obedience from her scholars without which great 
success in teaching is unattainable. Some progress in study 
was made during the term. At the examination we noticed an 
exercise in Spelling that was very good. ‘The average attend- 
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ance was very small, being only 68 per cent of the whole 
number of scholars. 


Near the close of January last, Mr Osborne resigned his 
position as member of this Board. ‘Though this occurrence 
brought an increase of labors on the remaining members of the 
Committee—especially so, as the general Report so soon to be 
written devolved upon him as chairman—yet they concluded, 
on consultation, that measures for filling the vacancy so near 
the close of the school year and the annual town meeting, 
would be of no essential benefit, and therefore be inexpedient. 


From the foregoing narrative of the condition of our schools 
in the several Districts, it may be fairly inferred that they 
exhibit more than the average excellence of former years. 

Still, on a review of their condition and wants, it is but too 
obvious to be denied that they might be improved, and ought to 
take a higher stand ; that there is an urgent call to the citizens 
for an increased consideration and energetic use of the means 
essential to their better success. 

We offer a few suggestions on several topics intimately con- 
nected with the higher prosperity of our school operations. 


Pustic HigH ScuHoou. 


We do not asa town come up to the statute requirement re- 
lating to the public schools. ‘Though the law does not require 
towns to abolish the District system, but leaves that question 
to be decided by an enlightened public sentiment, before which 
it is fast disappearing, yet it does positively demand the main- 
tenance in towns of five hundred families, of a High School, 
“kept for the benefit of all the inhabitants of the town, nine 
- months at least, exclusive of vacations, in each year, and by a 
master of competent ability and good morals, who, in addition 
to the branches required to be taught in the Common School 
shall give instruction” in the classics, and higher English 
studies. 

It is well known, or should be, that this town, having more 
than six hundred families, comes under the requirement for such 
a school, and has held this position for ten years, liable to be 
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indicted at the pleasure of any individual, and subjected to 
heavy pecuniary penalties. It is true such an indictment has 
not been effected, but the liability is by no means pleasant or 
honorable. But this is not all. The Legislature of 1865 
enacted a law requiring that no apportionment of the annual 
income of the School Fund should be made to any city or town 
except on three conditions. First, the raising by taxation for 
the support of schools, a sum not less than three dollars for each 
person between the ages of five and fifteen. Second, a sum 
adequate to maintaining each of its schools not less than six 
months in a year. Third, a compliance with the statute 
relating to the High School. 

This town has complied with the first two conditions, but 
is still a delinquent under the third. And unless the statute 
requisition fora High School is met and accepted before the 
first of April next, the town forfeits its share in the division of 
the interest of the School Fund to be made in the following 
July. This annual sum, and yearly increasing, would be no 
inconsiderable item in defraying the expenses of the school 
uuder consideration. 

But we urge its establishment, not only to avoid these for- 
feitures, but mainly because we believe the educational wants of 
the town require it. Such aschool is demanded not more by law 
than by the public interest. It is the legitimate head and crown 
of our system of Free Public Schools. Not all the means of 
instruction are furnished by the town which are required by the 
wants of the people. Many who could afford it have had to 
purchase, at private expense, that instruction which should have 
been furnished them at the public cost. But there are doubtless 
many of our scholars whose circumstances do not allow them 
to purchase the instruction they desire, who would gladly 
receive it, did a free High School exist, open to all, and thus 
obtain a superior education, the influence of which in its reac- 
tion upon the town would be largely elevating and remunera- 
tive. 

The High and Grammar School in Union District No. 1, it 
is well known, is free to less than half of the town. Besides, 
the limited funds of the District allow of only about six months’ 
instruction for the year, in this school, by a competent male 
teacher. Of course, to secure such a teacher with any degree 
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of permanency, would be out of the question. It would be 
very desirable, in our opinion, to change this school into a free 
High School for the whole town, such as the statute requires. 
Let the town establish the school, and furnish the competent © 
teaching for nine or ten months in the year—and we believe an 
elevating impulse will be given to our other schools, such as they 
have never before received and could not receive in any other 
way. ‘The scholars in the lower grades would have a new and 
more glittering prize held out before them, and feel a new and 
powerful incentive to gain it by putting forth their energies in 
preparing to enter the High School. The natural influence of 
this is to enhance the progress, and elevate the standard of the 
lower schools. ‘This is well attested by facts. The School 
Committee of an adjoming town which has, for several years, 
had a High School in operation, use the following language : 
‘¢ We have been happy to notice a marked influence already of 
the High School upon the other schools in town. The prepa- 
ration necessary to enter this school is a healthful stimulus to 
large numbers in the other schools, who anticipate the time 
when they expect to present themselves for admission.” 

The Committee of another town say: “Even if we throw 
out of the account the knowledge and training imparted by 
the High School itself—the good the school does in its influ- 
ence upon all the other schools, would amply compensate for its 
cost.”” he experience of numerous other towns where a 
High School has been established has led many toa decided 
expression of the same opinion. 

And we confidently believe that if the citizens of this town 
should embrace the earliest opportunity to establish a High 
School as the statute of the Commonwealth requires, they will 
soon have the happiness of feeling that they are not only loyal 
and law-abiding, but have done what the necessities of our 
schools, and the interests of the rising generation and our com- 
munity urgently demand. 

We are aware the objection will be raised that it cannot be 
_ afforded, in such times. But is it really so? It should be con- 
sidered that the elements of a good population always flow into 
those towns which maintain with a liberal hand, the best 
schools. This will tend infallibly in the same proportion, not 
only to elevate the society, but to give thrift to all kinds of 
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business, and increase the value of property. On the contrary, 
to neglect the intellectual claims of the community, and de- 
prive the children of the advantages which neighboring towns 
are giving theirs, is to withhold one of the principal induce- 
ments for retaining desirable families; is to depreciate your es- 
tates, and, what is far worse, to lower the mental, moral, and 
social standard. Can this be afforded ? 

With a valuation of $1,030,000, a tax of one-third of a cent 
on a dollar would produce a sum amply sufficient to establish 
such a school under a permanent teacher. ‘Then as the schol- 
ars in our District schools should become qualified, they could 
be admitted to this school, where they would enjoy, what is so 
much needed, the benefit of thorough and systematic teaching, 
and be relieved of the necessity so prevalent, of getting ac- 
quainted with a new teacher and his new methods at the com- 
mencement of each term. 

It is estimated that the amount expended annually by pupils 
of this town for instruction in schools and academies in other 
towns is not less than twenty-five hundred dollars. And the 
money requisite for the annual support of three such pupils 
abroad, would be sufficient for the salary of a High School 
teacher. | 

We expect also the inconvenience of attending—the distance 
from the school-room, will be an objection, which to some in the 
border Districts, may appear insuperable. But can parents thus 
located expect to educate their children without some inconven- 
ience? It has truly been said that “learning is a hidden treasure ; 
the diligent, the persevering, the self-sacrificing student alone 
finds it.” As the High School must have a “local habitation,” 
and cannot be made a peripatetic to bring its benefits, in pedler 
style, to every one’s door, there must necessarily be some travel 
for its pupils. 

If there should be some few days in winter in which the re- 
mote scholars could not attend, let them inquire if the superior 
advantages derived from their attendance on the other days 
would not’ more than counterbalance all their extra inconven- 
ience. In fact very many scholars, at considerable cost of time 
and travel, have attended Private Schools more: distant from 
their ferns, than would be a central High School from the 
remote parts of this town. 
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Many towns in the State having such a school are of larger 
territory and wider population than East Bridgewater. And 
from one of these towns comes the report,—and probably it 
will not much vary from the experience of the rest,—that the 
attendance at the High School was better for the year, than at 
any other school in town. And the very fact of such general 
and constant attendance is proof that it was not unhealthful. 


ScHooL SYSTEM. 


The main cause of our no better progress in our educational 
department is the lack of system; and we can reasonably expect 
nothing better, be our teachers ever so able and faithful, where 
the plan of gradation is not carried out, and small, mixed 
schools are kept up, containing all the different grades—thus 
multiplying so many classes that the teacher can devote very 
little time to each, and making each class so small as to feel 
very little of that enthusiasm and emulation which are seen in 
larger classes, and are the surest pledge of advancement. 

What we need, and must have, to insure the continued pro- 
gress of our educational interest, is a Primary, Intermediate, 
and Grammar department, with a High School at the head and 
centre. By this system, the teacher’s power would be expended 
with far greater advantage—making instruction more thorough 
and efficient, and scholars, as they should become qualified, 
would pass, step by step, through the different grades, without 
any loss of time or labor. 

To carry out this plan the most effectually, would require 
either the entire removal of the district system—so called—or its 
essential modification by uniting the several districts into one. 

It would seem to be needless to present argument for the 
graded system, which all educators advocate, and the superior 
advantages of which may so prominently be seen in our imme- 
diate vicinity, and in so many towns of the Commonwealth. 
Every State Board of Education has strongly advocated this 
plan. Says the present Secretary of the Board in regard to the 
objections to the district system which were urged by his dis- 
tinguished predecessors in office: “I fully sympathize with all 
they felt and said on this topic. I have seen and experienced 
as they did, its unfortunate and depressing influence. And I 
content myself with saying, that every day’s observation gives 
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strength to my convictions of its utter incompatibility with any 
high degree of success in the management of school affairs. 
Indeed I have ceased to look for further progress where its influ- 
ence is unbroken. Defiant and frowning, it stands square in 
the path. It cannot be avoided; a ‘flank movement’ will not 
turn it, and there is no room for compromise. Then, and then 
only, will further advance be possible, when the people of the 
Commonwealth, in the exercise of that power which is their 
right, and of that wisdom which an unfortunate experience has 
given, shall remove the obstruction from the way.” 

Such is the deliberate opinion of the most competent and 
learned observers of facts, which are stronger than any argu- 
ments. But if the district system, by a vote of the majority, 
should continue still longer, we say, by all means establish a 
High School notwithstanding, for the influence it will exert 
upon the other schools and the general interests of our commu- 
nity. ‘This has been done, the several districts still remaining, 
in North Bridgewater, and numerous other towns, with very 
gratifying results. 


ScHoo.-Hovszs. 

This subject still claims special attention in all our measures 
for educational improvements. While most of our school 
buildings exhibit considerable improvement, and some are very 
respectable, there are a few we regret to say, which are scarcely 
better than those of forty years ago. We refer particularly to 
the interior arrangement,—though the elegance of the outside 
is by no means unimportant. The school-room in No. 5, and 
No. 6, needs to be thoroughly re-modelled and supplied with 
new furniture ; while that in No. 2 needs, in addition to this, 
to be enlarged, as its crowded condition the present year has too 
plainly shown. ‘The desks and seats in all these rooms are 
very inconvenient ; so much so that the proper position for wri- 
ting can hardly be taken by the pupils. Such houses would 
not be tolerated except under the district system. Were this to 
be superseded by the town’s retaining under its own direction 
the management of its school affairs, and the disbursement of 
its school funds, we should be likely to have good school houses 
in every section of the town—the school money would be 


more equally distributed—the schools be much nearer equal in 
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length—in short, a more equal and equitable distribution be 
made of school privileges to all the children in the town. . This 
is urged as a strong argument by the advocates of the town sys- 
tem. And it is certainly reasonable that ‘‘as the schools of the 
town are supported by a common fund, every part of the town 
should have equal advantages and opportunities.” As the 
school money raised by a tax on all the citizens of the town 1s 
apportioned to each section according to its educational wants, 
without regard to its pecuniary ability, what good reason can 
be assigned, why the school-houses should not be apportioned | 
in the same way? 

But whether by the town in its corporate capacity, or by the 
districts in their separate action, it is exceedingly important and 
desirable that each of them should have a suitable edifice for 
the instruction of their children. An elegant and well fur- 
nished school-house is in itself an educator, and helps to refine 
the taste, to improve the manners, to please the mind, and 
render it more content and cheerful while pursuing studies for 
thirty hours in the week. On the contrary, a room ill con- 
structed or dilapidating, with cramping desks, and mutilated 
walls, and crumbling plaster, and so soiled and defaced as to 
baffle attempts at cleanliness, has a sad tendency to induce care- 
lessness and rudeness in the occupants. Like a slovenly dress, 
it will aid in destroying the child’s self-respect; by its con- 
stantly repeated impressions, it will incline him to habits which 
correspond with such surroundings. 

But indispensable as are suitable school-buildings and liberal 
appropriations, they will fail of their object without competent 
teachers. And’herein is to be seen the responsibility of those 
to whom you intrust the duty of selecting them. A good 
teacher is a power that will give an impulse to your children in 
the right direction ; the happy effects of which will be expe- 
rienced in all their future years: while incompetent teaching 
will lead them to the formation of many bad habits which no 
subsequent efforts may be able to overcome. It is the part 
therefore both of wisdom and economy to obtain the best— 
persons not only of scientific qualifications, but those who have ~ 
energy and aptness to teach—who have discernment of char- 
acter, and can adapt themselves to the particular necessities of 
classes and individual scholars. 
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And when the teacher is engaged, and inducted into office, 
he must be sustained by parental influence, or after all, he 
will not attain to high success. School discipline, on which 
more depends than on any other one thing, must receive, in 
its maintenance, a helping hand at home. Scholars must 
there receive not only counsel, advice and encouragement, 
but be made subject to authority, or their insubordination at 
school is the certain consequence. Moreover, let them hear 
complaints and disparaging words concerning the teacher, and 
you do much to undermine his authority. If in the exercise 
of his prerogatives, he inflict chastisement to enforce upon 
a child obedience to necessary rule, his parents cannot .take 
him from school, or condemn the teacher by the one-sided 
story of the pupil, without taking part in his insubordination, 
and helping to confirm his refractory spirit. Even if supposed 
abuses should occur, this attempt to remedy them, only makes 
them far worse. A kind interview in private, with the teacher or 
the Committee, might put the matterin avery different light. But 
at all events, for the good of the child, as well as that of the 
school, let the duty of implicit obedience to school government 
be strictly enjoined upon him. 

In conclusion, when we consider, fellow citizens, that on our. 
Public Schools our country essentially depends for its freedom 
and true national greatness, and that they constitute its safe- 
guard against treason and rebellion, and all those demoralizing 
evils and crimes, which are usually found where their influence 
is not felt or but feebly, are we in danger of appreciating them 
too highly, of doing too much or devising things too liberal, for 
meeting their necessities, and raising them to greater usefulness 
and prosperity ? 


BAALIS SANFORD, 
E. WALLACE HOLMES, ' School Committee. 


East Bridgewater, March 1, 1867. 
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West Primary. 67 
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REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN 


OVERSEERS OF THE POOR 


OF THE TOWN OF 


KAST BRIDGEWATER, 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING FEB. 29, 1868. 
ALSO, 


THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


FOR THE YEAR 1867-8, 


PLYMOUTH: 
AVERY & CAVE, BOOK AND JOB PRINTERS, 


CORNER OF COURT AND NORTH STREETS, 


1868. 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


Tue Selectmen of the Town of East Bridgewater submit 
for consideration their Annual Report of the Financial 
condition of the Town, together with the Receipts and 


Expenditures for the year ending February 29, 1868. 


TOWN APPROPRIATIONS FOR 1867. 
Av the Annual March Meeting, held March 18, the fol- 


lowing appropriations were voted, viz: 


Voted, To appropriate four thousand dollars for the support of schools. 


Voted, To appropriate fifteen hundred dollars for the support of 
the poor. 


Voted, To appropriate four thousand dollars for the repair of roads, 
bridges and culverts. 


Voted, To appropriate three thousand two hundred and fifty dollars 
for the payment of Town debts and interest. 


Voted, To appropriate four thousand and four hundred dollars for the 
payment of State Aid. 


Voted, To appropriate eight hundred dollars for incidental expenses 
and abatement of taxes. 


Voted, To appropriate eight hundred dollars for the payment of 
Town Officers and Committees. 
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Voted, To appropriate three hundred dollars for clearing roads from 
snow. 

Voted, To appropriate eight thousand and three hundred dollars for 
the payment of notes given citizens, for reimbursement of money paid 
to fill the Town’s quota of soldiers for 1863. 

Voted, To appropriate fifteen hundred dollars for the repairs of high- 


ways; chose Calvin Harlow, Samuel G. Alden, and Henry Gurney to 
expend the same. 


Voted, To appropriate one thousand dollars to meet the discount on 


taxes. 

RECAPITULATION. 
Buppertyol Schoglsauit Ld Made dundasent $4,000 00 
SSO DOTG OP MOO Li feet ian 0 a ne ie Oe 1,500 00 
Repairs of Roads, Bridges and Culverts,....... 4,000 00 
Payment of Town Debts and Interest,......... 3,250 00 
Payinent,of State Aid i. t a ceols, os eens 4,400 00 


Incidental Expenses and Abatement of Taxes,.. 800 00 
Payment of Town Officers and Committees,.... 800 00 


Clearing Roads from Snow,..............5..- 300 00 
Wveim DU rsement ia: Seth}, «ese mee pe ee 8,300 00 
Repairs of Highways) ons caliente eter Sy Are ae 1,500 00 
Toumest. Discountion Taxes, i eo a 1,000 00 


$29,850 00 


Voted, To assess (of the above twenty-nine thousand eight hundred 
and fifty dollars,) in a tax upon the polls and estates of the Town the 
sum of thirteen thousand four hundred and fifty dollars, and issue Bonds 
of the Town for ten thousand dollars, payable in 1873 to 1877. 


5 
ESTIMATE FOR TOWN EXPENSES FOR 1868. 


The Selectmen make the following estimate of expenses 


for 1868: 


Hormcuoolng,..,.... rsa Pae a ARR Moped ie na ue $3,600 00 
mepmeuool Incicdentals, oi. 5... s¢.,6s\ «>< wees 5 400 00 
ener OL. POGI so 0a... a, dati len he sie Saighes 1,800 00 
“Repair of Highways and Bridges,......... 2,000 00 
“Clearing Roads from Snow,:............. 300 00 
“ Incidental Expenses and Abatement of 

NCES eRe ey eae We br red Sa cms 800 00 
“ Town Officers and Committees,........... 1,000 00 
“ Payment of Town Debts and Interest,..... 3,700 00 


$15,600 00 


TOWN MEETING. 
Copy of Articles in the Warrant for the Annual Meeting, 
to be held March 9th, 1868, at 1 o’clock, P. M. 


ARfICLE 1. To choose a Moderator to preside in said meeting. 

Arr. 2. To hear reports of the Selectmen, Overseers of the Poor, 
and Committees, and act thereon. 

Arr. 38. To choose all necessary Town Officers and Committees for 
the ensuing year. | 

Art. 4. To act on a list of Jurors, as reported by the Selectmen, 

Art. 5. To determine the manner of repairing the highways and 
bridges the ensuing year. © 

Art. 6. To raise and appropriate such sums of money as may be 
necessary to pay all Town charges and debts, for the ensuing year. 

ArT. 7. To see what method the Town will adopt for the collection 
of taxes for the ensuing year. 

Art. 8. To see if the Town will authorize their Collector to use all 
means for the collection of taxes, which a Town Treasurer may use 


when appointed Collector. : 
2 
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Arr. 9. Tosee ifthe Town will authorize their Treasurer to pay a 
Bounty on Crows and Hawks that may be killed within the limits of the 
Town the ensuing year. 

ART. 10. To see if the Town will authorize I. N. Nutter and others 
to make any alteration in the Town Hall, provided the same shall be 
done with the approval of the Selectmen, and at a cost to the Town not 
to exceed the net earning of the Hall during the past year. 

Art. 11. To see if the Town will authorize their Treasurer to bor- 


row money in anticipation of taxes. 


LIST OF JURORS. 


The following is a list of Jurors for the consideration of 
the Town, to be acted upon at the Annual Meeting, to be 
held March 9, 1868. 

Samuel G. Alden. 

George W. Allen. 

Eleazer C. Bennett. 

Charles H. Brown. 

Hemuel Dunbar. 

Plyna Edson. 


Rufus A. Littlefield. 
Azor H. Latham. 

- Levi W. Noyes. 
Mark Phillips. 
John B. Porter. 
Philander Prait. 


Franklin Edson. 


Nathaniel W. French. 


William G. Field. 
Seth P. Gurney. 
Henry Gurney. 
Albert Harden. 
John Hobart. 
Theodore Hobart. 
Stephen Harlow. 


Edward Y. Hayward. 


William W. Hersey. 
Isaac N. Keith. 
Robert C. Keith. 
Zebina Keith, Jr. 
George M. Keith. 
Freedom Keith. 
Eliab Latham. 


Oliver Pratt. 

David Pratt. 

Martin Parris. 
Daniel Reed. 
Quincey Reed. 

John N. Reed. 
William G. Ramsdall. 
Wales Rogers. 
Nahum B. Smith. 
Minot C, Shaw. 
Martin Sumner. 
Willams Tirrell. 
William Vinton. 
Kleazer Whitman. 
Benjamin M. White. 
Benjamin Ward. 
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EXPENSE OF SUPPORTING SCHOOLS. 
APPROPRIATION, $4,000.00. 
Paid School Committee, per general order,..... $4,117 50 


“ Austin Sanford, teaching, 1866,.......... 245 00 
“ George F. Hayward, teaching, 1866,..... 120 00 
| $4,482 50 


EXPENSE OF SUPPORTING THE POOR. 
APPROPRIATION, $1,500.00. 


ALMSHOUSE ACCOUNT. 


Dr. 
Inventory February 28, 1867,....... $1,796 70 
Samuel A. Orr, medical attendance, . 25 00 
DIEIEEURIATY,.. 0.2... ke lee 268 93 
Paid sundry persons for supplies,... 1,686 07 
= $3,776 70 
Cr. 
Inventory February 29, 1868,....... $2,336 66 
Labor by warden and inmates, build- 
ing and repairing highways, &c., 
by order of the Selectmen,....... 332 62 
en $2, G69 as 


Cost of supporting the poor at the house, $1,107 42 


In addition to the work ordered by the Selectmen, the 
Warden has worked for sundry persons to the amount of 
$406.31, all of which has been contributed towards the 


support of the house. 


Whole number during the year,............ 14 
Average number during the year,.......... 8t 
Present number at the house,..... ........ 10 


Average cost per week for support,.........$2.43;% 
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ADMITTED TO THE HOUSE DURING THE YEAR. 


Samuel Snell, Ard Edson, 

Polly Herrick, Rachel A. Phelps. 
DISCHARGED. 

Charles P. Young, Henry B. Osborne, 

Eugene Bowen, George W. Osborne. 


PRESENT INMATES OF THE HOUSE. 


Winslow OC. Bailey,.. : vue... So years of age. 
ewis Chamberlain;. 2.3024 : Lauer aS 
SIA TNITIOL SEO Rit ers te Le any ae in W Erbe: m1 
Mee gum te fo) 614 mae | ROL Agr ene bike Nae! oot! feral - 
Calvin Eaton,...... Sis cute Wi rhe a bass OSiot! re 
James M. Gurney, ........25,..- pat of 
ob IGS ES ALANS ec he eee oe rete EAE FP 
Polivsilemicky anu... nee Les iM 
Harnett! Parvis, 5. 305) eee BB Se" of 
Rachel AmPhelps, ossni Rua ier iy st 2. 


EXPENSES OUT OF THE HOUSE. 


Paid for supportof Mrs. L. P. Osborne and children, $154 75 


ni Mrs. H. Bean if 101 00 
A Mrs. L..Keith, Jr. a 76. 50 
o Mrs. M. C. Joyce a 99 00 
ss Mrs. J. E. Phillips * 5 00 
4 Mrs. A. Vickey , 7 39 
‘ Mrs. L. 8S. Hathaway and child, 42 00 
Mrs. D. Bates ie 100 00 
4 Mrs. M. B. Maine ‘S 21 00 
* Mrs. W. Osborne and child, 1866, 3 75 
ss Misses J.S.and M. P. Washburn, 14 50 
® Polly Herrick, 16 00 
é Lucinda Mitchell, 25 00 


4 Rachel A. Phelps, 


5 00 


0 89 


Amount carried forward, S67 
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Amount brought forward, : : ; 3670 89 
Paid for support of Sybil P. Dunbar, 52 00 
2 3 Orrin Parris and family, 60 00 
a of Nahum Ramsdall ‘“ 19 90 
A 3 Nath’! S. Bouldry “ 43 82 
A = Jos. W. Whitman ‘“ 8 00 
. a Edward Sharp “f 5 00 
rh . Ruel Lincoln , 5 00 
3 a Samuel Snell, 42. 00 
a . Oliver Sharp, 52 00 

“ City of New Bedford, support of Melissa 
Mitchell, 33 20 

“ Town of Pembroke, support of Leander 
Osborne and family, 14 00 

“ Lunatic Hospital, Taunton, support of Fi- 
letta Washburn, 179 29 

* State Nautical School, support of Patrick 
Bates, 2 14 

“ State Reform School, support of Abbott L. 
Soule, 9 43 
$1,196 67 

Less supporting Poor from Easton, $5 O00 

4 ‘ Lakeville, 57 00 

‘ i Nantucket, 21 00 

i h Abington, 99 00 
commen ie Lt 


Expense of supporting Poor out of House, $1,014 67 


Total expense for the year, $2,122 09 
Excess of Appropriation, 622 09 
| $1,500 00 


Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE BRYANT, ) o,,,,. 
JACOB BATHS, |. Cverscensgr 
ELIAB LATHAM, | ‘“e Poor. 


February 29, 1868. 3 


Bryant, Eunice S., 
Blanchard, Elizabeth W., . 
Brown, Arthur H., A 
Bates, Irving, 

Bates, Wm. H. H., 
Bonney, Jacob D., 
Burbeck, Lucius D., . 
Burgess, Silas, . 
Bancroft, Edwin W., 
Chamberlain, Nathan, 
Chamberlain, Francis B., . 
Curtis, Minot C., 

Cook, Joseph H., 

Carter, Saphronia, 

Drew, Almira, . 

Dyer, Geo. R., . 

Eddy, Harriet, . 

Edson, Geo. A., 

Ellis, Andrew S., 

Flynn, John, 

Gould, Sarah B., 

Gurney, Seth P., 

Gurney, Alva A., 

Hudson, SarahC., . A 
Hudson, Mary, . ; 
Harden, Charles W., ; 
Harden, Noah, . b 
Harden, Noah T., 

Hall, Susan E., . 

Hale, Betsey A., 

Holmes, Alonzo L., . ‘ 
Jaquith, Almera, 
Josselyn, James E., . 
Jones, Deborah O. 

Jones, Charles L., 
Kingman, Sarah C., . 
Keen, Lois M., . 
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STATE AID 
From January 1, 1867, to January 1, 1868. 
APPROPRIATION, $4,400.00. 


$96 
82 


48 


ew bo bh bo 9 
NCI can aa ares 


72 


00 


Am’t carried forward, $1,438 40 


Anv’t brought forward, $1,488 40 
Lincoln, William B., . 24 00 
Luzarder, Geo. E., . . 24 00 


Maine, William H., . <. SAO e 
Morse, Amos, . : . 24 00 
Morey, William L., . . 24 00 


McCarter, Harriet F., = OO 


Morris, Lucy A., 48 00 
Nesmith, Charles H., 24 00 
Osborne, Eliab N., 24 00 
Packard, Emily F., 51 32 
Porter, Isaac R., 24 00 
Pool, Peregrine W., . 24 00 
| Quigley, Patrick, . 24 00 
Reardon, Mary, : - 96 00 
Ripley, Mary S., é - 48 00 
Ramsdall, Asa T., . 24 00 
Sylvester, Lydia A., . . 48 00 
Stetson, John M., . . 24 00 


Steingardt, Joseph A., . 24 00 
Sampson, Ezra F., . «a 00 
Stran, Hugh, . “ . 24 00 
Trow, Thankful O., . . 48 00 
Tinkham, Sylvanus, . - 24 00 
Tribou, Daniel W., . ~~ B00 
Underwood, Rachael B., . 96 00 
Vosmus, Harriet, hy . 24 00 


| Vosmus, Harrison A., . 24 00 


Wheeler, Geo. A.,  . - 24 00 
Wilder, Eliza, . : » ELS OO 
Wilder, William, F ae? 60 0Q 
White, Nehemiah, . - 108 00 
Winsor, Eldridge, . 4 20 


$2,735 72 
Amount paid in January 
and Feburary, 1868, 279 00 


$3,014 72 


kt 


ROADS, BRIDGES AND CULVERTS. 
APPROPRIATION, $4,000.00. 


Pemiciey Allan, work on toads. s SS. $8 35 
Bee CO EL ALIOW 63/11 Vining Ve eae ee Te 7 00 
Leonard Hill, ago CLM Cee ean 10 25 
Jacob Bates, ass ba a DUNE Soret seen 1 00 
Beiter. LOCsOn, “ee LS We eee Ue ee 3 83 
ME CRNCCIL, SP i, ia ante  s 9°66 
Isaac Reed, Jr., ee Ra et etter Oe: 7 50 
eerie enkins.. 8 ees Antes tae 3 36 
Otis Bisbee, Mn TNR aes Nerette Sect Heir, 9 4 83 
Eliab Latham, a A hee a Patt le ed 8 00 
Charles Bates, si mura ebel An Mo Rke lar wef 4 Hed 
PTOI TIGMAI «9 yi: Be eRe ee ae 2 23 
BrereensOnnoy,. "Re eee ee 4 33 
Almon Gurney, WE bY 217 
eerie rietson., 0. Doe ae ee 2 42 
Bere Onney, gate a ee 2 33 
Beate AINOS ss) AS AN ae ee 2 50 
A. L. Alden, RMRIAE RS iamhe 2 Ney WS 1 00 
Henry Gurney, OE Ey Ws a 12 35 
Hobart & Co., FV EE eae eee $30 
E. Lubee, URGE Sik RE 83 
Peake montn worth). eS Oe Ae bes 

mevaruer AlMsnouse,” = ts MA 24 00 
em Ote ELVA | T4055! | tei Mapa Riayat oe eee Dut 
D. N. Reed, rt Mt Aah ce a a, 24 37 
Peery, rarden, 6 0 es ee ey 11 66 
Mera t Hamsdall,. f° ip \ Se om) oan 2 50 
Galen Allen, BB on SS Res A 4 50 
Henry G. Hill, é 1 ak AWN 12 00 


METMOUNL CATION OVETpns.+s 2 Ved ee Glee oe ee $210 51 
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Amount brought forward,.........604. Shee $210 51 
Paid Geo. W. Allen, work on road,................ & 3 38 
C. C. Hooper, Br ey ese re oh ead gare 8 65— 
PUG Sete ae TO LtetU OFT ond 1 Et tee AN OR NER AAI 45 35 
PEO UE ELEC DOLL ooh pie ale et cae ce ek ae ae 7 00 
Waren WiitIn atte a es hy Cen eee ee 7 00 
PPS, GUI UA IES yi) Or ie tite be teri ee 1 67 
Chas. Lincoln, ie deledieay 2 bette ia eet a ak 1 00 
Aaron Hobart, . < pattat ah ote Dh phe 
John Dean, RI PORE Sarre Vn Ne 2 50 
Sam’l W. Tillson, work on bridge,.......... 1 D0 
Jacob Bates, SW CR at A) kn 6.078 
Tsaac Hatch, >. Tes De 
Geo. B. Howland, mR ar ME a 83 
J. C. Underwood, SO pp RR eae, ems Ley 
J. H. Chadwick, Be MOO Oe Ly ae a 83 
Joseph Underwood, SS VRIEN TOPE tees A n 2.03 
Galen Willis, HEY) Te ek na at a ae 10 50 
C. H. Bonney, i Lis et a eee 50 
Luther Churchill, SS ee a eA ree coat! A 25 00 
David S. Gurney, . prs alga Bag My: 17 00 
Sam’l R. Newhall, Ba a ALY RRR Maire Biles 10 50 
Warden, Almshouse, CORE Pe nts ae eee 7 50 
Isadus Fuller, | Ah Hem oe Ane ee By. hi 8 75 
Eliab Latham, — PRIESTS a A on a a 36 00 
Ezra T. Fuller, Ly SID ian ie ON YE Ly 10 00 
C. C. Hooper, TR aM aeE RY 1a Tove 3 25 
George Bryant, AMG ths esac BL. ger a 8 00 
Aaron Hobart, Ad! OE eA S oar iy 19 75 
Otis Bisbee, Wea petit ya eee om 4 12 
Thos. G. Stetson, ei MRE Get Oe ais an ue 2 4 87 
Chas. A. Latham, SERRE» 8 oR aT gaa 5 25 
Eldridge Winsor, ph i) MR EDS SRO a ge 2 66 


MAiount cOrried, LON WAT, sot aemioth a Cv need nb teeae $516 21 
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Amount brought forward,.......-...6...-+-. $516 21 
Paid Rogers & Sheldon, work on bridge,.......... 100 00 
William Reed, work on culvert,............. 12 50 
Ebenezer Alger, SET ES MRR fe EEO 4 50 
Nath’l Porter, SOOT oaNeh. ae ee dee seco. 3 40 
Geo. H. Byram, PY boat Ate saeiee bauey utah 8 33 
C. H. Goss, grading road at Washburn’s mill, 898 00 
J.S. Allen, grading road, and culvert,....... 50 00 
Warden and inmates of Almshouse, building 
Tosainear.b. PR. Bealls:. 0 oe J 264 00 
S. C. Hathaway, Jr., building road near Beal’s, 59 25 
Orrin Parris, 2 . 51 98 
John H. Chadwick, ‘ : 4 37 
Charles Thrasher, * 10 27 
Ezra Whitmarsh, es rs 2 25 
R. M. Smith, railing causeway,............. 11 45 
Brenan liatham. lomber,. . . gc Seger ee eo Eiaoo 
Bere mGrIney, oi.) poe ee et 23 14 
REEVE TINTOS.: | ats Sep ee eee 9 56 00 
Praeoelincnany, 6° of. 1) 5 a) eee S913 
John Reed, work on lumber,..:.........ey14. 1 50 
Beeers wvaheldon, cinder,, i6. ib woes Cees 79 36 
Gia AMuatham, ioravely:. 2). P tegen ae 2 00 
Sam’] A. Orr, Oe A ae a, ne 2 40 
J. M. Perigo, ei Sy a a is 2 08 
rageewitayward, fly), tue mee ae 1 18 
RELA >, yard aaah eto as led Lab 
James Reardon, 6 ad eae Peake re 6 96 
Freedom Keith, MMOL TEKIN Cope) aged vent 1 50 
John Reed, EMER EE SANS ELK ie | eUL Se 42, 
amos h. Whitinarsh, stOne.; oi. swt ase ee 3 00 
John Reed, Ae ge ee EMOTE 3 50 
Rogers & Sheldon, spikes,:.............25.. 12 32 
MTOM COREL OVE Tay 5b seme dudes Nin niin donc $2,301 70 


4 
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Amount brought forward,........... OS $2,301 70 
PAYG) GN SUN MLR GBATEMP an eM d's eae 2 10 
E. Carver Co., sawing lumber,.............. 2 91 
John Reed, setting stone bounds of road,. 2 65 
Phar middaiLaron) works... . 1s as4 6 eee 50 
Galen Willis, gravel and damage to land,.... 35 00 

BSA GK GPRNZOTAV OTR. paler sits isis. Mie Eee 7 89 
$2,346 08 

Wnexpenstieds 5h 3) a. siti Et ale dane 1,653 92 
$4,000 00 


EXPENSE OF CLEARING THE ROADS FROM 
SNOW. 


APPROPRIATION, $300.00. 
Paid E. Y. Hayward, - $1017 | Ant brought forward, . $89 69 


A. D. Wheeler, : 1 33 | Paid C. Nevills, : 33 
J. Gaffney, é 217 | R. Adams, : 5 33 
B. Steingardt, . 1 75 | fF. A. Barnes, : 1 25 
J. H. Fullerton, : 4 41 C. H. Bonney, : 83 
H, J. Starbuck, : 1 67 | G. W. Mellan, : 1 25 
W. Whitcomb, 3 1 00 EK. Whitman, A 217 
H. M. Peck, aD 60 W. Edson, CTE ERIS &: 
M. N. Humble, Ca be A. J. Blackman, P 117 
B. H. Fisher, . 3 16 H. G. Byram, . 2 67 
J. E. Noyes, ; 7 00 G. H. Byram, ‘ 1 67 
A. T. Whitman, ot) hb 67 Z. W. Sturtevant, ., 3 71 
A. R. Humble, ‘ 150) B. R. Robinson, ; 1 33 
W. Lines, LY Mg F. Haggermiller, 83 
J. E. Gallagher, : LAT W. Reed, ; 1 67 
N. Southworth, FLO ST B. Siddall, ; 67 
L. W. Noyes, ; 2 50 O. McGuire, . 108 
C. Short, : 58 H. Gurney, - #20 60 
L. Hill, 4 1 62 G. R. Dyer, ; 1 67 
F. C. Mann, 2 46 S. Packard, 4 5 42 
A. Hobart, : 4 33: E. Freeman, » 2400 
D. Desmond, ; 83 | J. D. Freeman, , 2 33 


Amt carried forward, . $8969| Am’t carried forward, $160 74 


Am’t brought forward, 


Paid F, Keith, 
R. Wade, 
H. H. Keith, 
J. H. Hathaway, 
J. Fisher, 
W. White, 
G. White, 
C. White, 
A. Bottomore, 
S. P. Conant, 
M. M. Keith, 
L. P. Reymond, 
C. Reymond, 


J. H. Sturtevant, 


W. F. Round, 
E. C. Holmes, 
T. A. Herrick, 
D. Thrasher, 
J. L. Coulter, 
J. Fish, 

L. Bonney, 

P. Keefe, 

I. Fuller, 

L. Worcester, 
A. Washburn, 
E. Latham, 

F. Hayward, 
W. Hayward, 
T. G. Stetson, 
J. M. Stetson, 
I. Reed, Jr., 
J. Reed, Jr., 
J. T. Reed, 

I. H. Lincoln, 
J. H. Jenkins, 
L. T. Gurney, 

S. R. Edson, 

J. Costello, 

O. 

A. 

G. Bonney, 

K. Edes, 

C. Bates, 

J. Bates, 

QO. Washburn, 

N. A. Washburn, 


Anvt carried forward, 


15 
$160 74 


6 42 
7 25 
2 33 
1 33 
83 

1 00 
50 

1 83 
83 

4 00 
1 00 
67 
133 
50 

1 33 
50 

1 00 
1 00 
1 00 
1 33 
1 33 
67 

3 33 
3 00 
7 33 
1 00 
3 33 
2 00 
2 00 
3 00 
2 67 
67 

1 67 
1 92 
2 33 
3 00 
2 22 
2 67 
1 83 
2 00 
67 
12 41 
2 04 
3 08 
3 33 


$268 14 


Amt brought forward, 
1 92| Paid J.. Chamberlain, 
. H. Davenport, 


G 

E. Estes, 

T. Freeman, 
E. T. Fuller, 
E. F. Field, 

C. Goss, 

S. Harlow, 

D. Hill, 

W. B. Hall, 

G. Keith, 

G. M. Keith, 
H. R. Mockler, 
M. Noonan, 

E. Reynolds, 
Reardon, 

. Vaughn, 

. Sanford, 
Caen, 

. W. Tillson, 


. Thrasher, 
Monroe, 

. Porter, 
Sturtevant, 


Se a Ot 


. P. Beal, 


G. W. Howland, 


M. Waterman, 
W. Phillips, 


Warden, Almshouse, 


J. Underwood, 
T. Perkins, 
I. Lincoln, 
C. S, Whitman, 


J. H. Chadwick, 


C. Brown, 

H. A. Vosmus, 
G. W. Harden, 
T. Hobart, 

I. Hobart, 

C. A. Porter, 
W. Keen, 

E. G. Lyon, 


Am’t carried over, 


T. Hathaway, 
C. Hathaway, 
C. Hathaway, Jr., . 


C. Underwood, 


$268 14 
42 

2 09 
1 67 
1 00 
1 08 
1 59 
Leb i 
1 83 
33 
Lid 
275 
2 33 
50 
rela 
33 

1 50 
1 00 
33 
50 

3 08 
1 67 
67 
133 
2 00 
50 

1 84 
9 34 
1). E. 
1 33 
217 
217 
3 67 
3 00 
1 00 
1 50 
1 33 
1 67 
1 67 
217 
1 33 
9 01 
4 67 
7 50 
7 50 
5 00 
1 67 


$370 86 


16 


Am’t brought forward, $370 86| Am’t brought forward, $505 14 


Paid E. Monroe, : 2 33| Paid G. W. Allen, j 67 
J. R. Whitmarsh, é 1 00 J. S. Allen, : 1,00 
D. Gurney, : 3 50 S. Kingman, ‘ 58 
N. Beal, : 2 00 A. Kingman, : 58 
M. A. Whitman, 7 Pa Wy A. Davenport, 4 42 
W. Whitman, A 2 50 EK. W. Holmes, f 3 00 
J. B. Porter, : 4 33 | B. Allen, : 1 50 
Wx.W. Hersey, a heck 69 J. A. Whiting, ; 1 33 
J. D. Thurlow, : BS fo! J. A. Whiting, Jr.,  . 1 00 
P. McGrath, : 3 00 J. Wright, 5 50 
D. Pratt, A 217 I. K. Lyon, : 83 
J. P. Reed, Jr., : 2 50 C. Hatch, P 1 00 
S. D. Reymond, : 2 33 G. Willis, +. oe BO 
J. W. Mitchell, : 1 83 G. Allen, ; 3.1% 
D. A. Brown, : Sly T. Barton, : 83 
J. N. Brown, P 4 75 C. C. Hooper, : 3 85 
J. B. Brown, ; 2 83 A. Osborne, ; 1 25 
I. Drake, ; 1 83 W. Hayward, : 2 00 
W. Ramsdall, : 5 50 D. Miller, ; 7 21 
I. Brown, : 4 00 | P. Keith, , 94 
W. Harden, : 2 83 EK. Tisdale, d 72 
L. Harden, ‘ 2 83 J. B. Thayer, , 75 
D. H. Pratt, : 1 33 E. Thayer, ‘ 75 
J. Ramsdall, 4 £97; D. Sanford, : 1 50 
KE. Whitmarsh, , 83 H. Sanford, : 93 
On Pratt,2e : ee A J. Gleason, 2 93 
I. W. Drake, ; 2 00 W. Mann, : 93 
L. Osborne, ’ A a 25 W.S. Hooper, : 2 75 
A. Pratt, : 120 J. S. Perkins, ; 275 
R. F. Copeland, ; 1 67 L. H. Hayward, : 34 
M. Parris, , SMT O. Alger, ; 68 
E. Winsor, ‘ 3 83 L. Dunbar, : 118 
N. Wade, ‘ 1 50 E. Alger, : 33 
J. Wade, P 92 E. Allen, ; 1 57 
C. Monroe, Jr., : 3 00 W. Osborne, : ily 
B. L. Byram, : 3 08 J. Dean, : 1 50 
W.S. Sampson, : 3 50 J. Mahoney, : 1 42 
J. A. Jackson, ; 33 D. N. Reed, : 4 00 
Rit: sade ¢ 9 00 G. H, Pratt, : 1 67 
B. Ward, ‘ 3 83 1. rratt, ; 100 
I. Shaw & Co., ‘ 7 08 ES. Pratt, é 1 67 
M. P. Hudson, % 150 A. W. Whitman, : 1 67 
S. Washburn, : 3 83 Wy RIpley, see 58 
S. Allen, : 1 25 R. Bates, ‘ 58 
EK. W. Bancroft, é 50 S. G. Alden, yee) DO 
N. M. Pool, ; 67 S. R. Newhall, : 1 50 


Am’t carried forward, $505 14| <Am’t carried forward, $596 75 
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Ant brought forward, $596 75) Am’t brought forward, $624 68 


Paid T. Drake, d 67 | Paid J. G. Knapp, : 2 50 
G. Wood, : 7 50 T. Mitchell, ‘ 2 50 
S. Luzarder, ‘ 83 G. Osborne, : 2 83 
J. Dee, ’ 817 W. M. Shaw, - 5 67 
S. J. Hoyt, 3 o1F T. Estes, : 50 
H. G. Hill, . S47 A. B. Cole, : 58 
T. Conant, ‘ 1 50 A. Beal, ‘ 3 42 
Parratt, - Le 
S. Holbrook, : 2 83 $642 68 
O. West, : 250; Excess of Appropriation, 342 68 
G. Wilbur, : 1 42} 

| $300 00 


Am’t carried forward, $624 68 } 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES AND ABATEMENT OF 
TAXES. : 


APPROPRIATION, $800.00. 


Paid Quincy Ins. Co., insuring Town House,..... $31 00 
Geo. A. Wheeler, copying military record,... 19 48 
Paswavis/ State sealer, vlna 8 25 
T. R. Marvin & Son, printing Town Report, 124 81 
Debts for School District No. 3,............ 114 51 


BaalisSanford,exp’sprocuring schoolteacher, 4 25 
O. G. Howard, damage to car’ge on highway, 10 00 
GF Thompson; express, 65,20 sole oes 1 6G 
T. R. Marvin & Son, printing blanks,....... 25 50 
LN. & E.W. Nutter, books for indigent children, 8 55 

* re ° books for Town Clerk,.. 10 00 


Sidney Packard, enforcing the dog law,..... 9 00 

I. N. Nutter, negotiating Town Bonds,...... 15 00 

= expenses hiring money,....... 7 00 
Quincy Ins. Co., insuring school house in Dis- 

Pe NO. 4, nh ao CO ah ee 25 00 

H. O. A. Orr, rent for Selectmen’s office,.... 25 00 

Amount carried over, : $438 85 
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Amount brought forward, : : : : $438 85 
Paid A. T. Jones, printing posters,.............. 2 75 
Avery & Cave, printing blanks and posters,. 14 50 


Warden of Almshouse, hauling wood,....... 34 12 
paaner Packard, Sexton, . vans. ws ves.ee sates 84 35 
A. T. Ramsdall, keeping pauper............ 1 50 
Baalis Sanford, stamps and stationery,...... BRAN: 
‘ use of horse and carriage,... 9 00 
Ed. W. Nutter, “ = preted BE 
EK. W. Nutter, stationery and postage,....... 3 25 
F. C. Williams, use of horse and carriage,... 5 00 
J. A. Rogers, stationery and postage,....... 172 
Geo. Bryant, stationery, blanks and book,... 19 94 
ie railroad fare and expenses,.... 12 63 
a postage and revenue stamps,... 4 79 
Pe use of horse and carriage,..... 23 00 
te OXPTGSS Ui sacs csi meas yO 3 5D 
Jacob Bates, post’ge, rev. stamps & stationery, 2 95 
i railroad fare and expenses,.... 6 25 
4 use of horse and carriage,..... OT 91° 

i OX PLES) 7 she ea eel eae 85 
Eliab Latham, use of horse and carriage,.... 16 00 
Martin Whiting, collecting taxes, ’66,....... 106 83 
# railroad fare and expenses, 12 32 

et expenses pay. Town bonds 
BNA Otes He? se ke 12 74 

settling N. Vaughn’s account 
With ouditorgs. Neives ot ke 5 62 
Ezra 8. Whitmarsh, Collector,............. 168 44 
Abatement’ of7lexes 8665725, 4.2 eu... . ook 54 25 
i re Goss LESS ay tol SPAS sta cae 191 45 
: $1,278 29 
Excess of Appropriation,............... 478 29 


$800 00 
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TOWN OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES. 
APPROPRIATION, $800.00. 


Paid George Bryant, Selectman,................ $129 00 
Jacob Bates, WN seat tan sig st Moe Deelah 78 00 
Eliab Latham, ees Wt, Dee Sea ane aoe tee 74 00 
George Bryant, Assessor, ................ 72 00 
Jacob Bates, 60% (8 Sa, PRs: ar Mane 50 00 
Kliab Latham, ia kia | Tle RU ane a sere cscs OO 
George Bryant, Overseer of the Poor,....... 21 00 
Jacob Bates, de set SR ERD 10 00 
Eliab Latham, as aac RS 8 00 
TepnceN Nutter,. Treasurer, ) 000... sees 75 00 
Jacob A. Rogers, Town Clerk,............. 15 00 
Baalis Sanford, School Committee,......... 59 00 
Says ab ber, | fs 8 Weare re oe 52 00 
rages Willams, |i 24s Sa ee a 20 00 
E. W. Holmes, OF a goin) hdr eae hm 31 30 
Ezra 8. Whitmarsh, Moderator,............ 5 00 
Sidney Packard, Constable,..........+...4.. 16 75 
Martin Whiting, Committee on Roads,...... 4 00 
Ezra 8S. Whitmarsh, ‘“ Sop tas. apa 5 00 
Isaac N. Nutter, cy gh Maca RRR 9 3 00 
John Reed, 3 Sp. eee. 2 00 
Baalis Sanford, Com. apprais. Sch. Ho. Peay y 5 2 
Edmund W. Nutter, “ ee 2 50 
E. W. Holmes, is i 6 50 
Eliab Latham, iB f 4 00 
David Pratt, 1: a i 6 00 
Benj. M. White, oe : * 4 00 
Calvin Reed, Bi a vs 4 00 
Kleazer Whitman, ‘“ * i 4 50 
Jacob A. Rogers,record’gmar., births & deaths, 22 20 
Weritiaen Alien; Auditor; i. ..5 053 aide ee 7 00 
Robert Curtis, oe nek A a ca eee 5 00 
K. W. Nutter, Sec’y of School Committee,... 5 00 

$832 00 
Excess of Appropriation;.. 2.2 22005 a, 32 00 


$800 00 
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HIGHWAY SURVEYORS’ REPORT. 


APPROPRIATION, $1,500.00. 


Districts No. 1, 9,10, 11, 18, 14 and 15. No. of rods, 7,111. 


SamueL G. ALDEN, Surveyor. 


Proportion of, VMoney. oo) oo: ... osu ed 
PAM bs Wei Batrome dot. sont Ath Se $54 83 
UTE Es Baa Ae ode? 36 67 
mlonsAVABNDUTN. ses a Elva © 5 00 
PHONOV aC ALO. sel ce ats pba Lory 4\ 17 
TOON PRO GrtL i Oki on 04 1c yoann 22, 25 
APTN Ei bs Ns (oP teh eT Roa Te RT 30. 50 
Walham 8; Sampson,... 25... a2)! 15 00 
EATER UESAITIS 0.0.) c. ad eee ees 25 67 
Aaronsllopart,... cvs aan Gee ee 11 68 
oR WG) Mh eae AA Rd aah ty ret. 13 33 
MP aNd Ue Cecd th he nt atte ie dc Ay 10 51 
Cyitis SAN PAs hoy. oe ec NIE 7 OL 
Willem Hi aPratiy 20 ene one 3 00 
HOSS ea bUT CVA IIb sons us peeis senestebe f Le 
Geo. W.etHarden, >... 1... so. ah abios 62 50 
Ghas sae atham aes choy tte 54 85 
OVIES MLONTOG, IT. So cules wie «ats 16 50 
OAICIAC ER I CLONL Cork We neuer alas 40 00 
PZT GS Vu ATS, iid omc a as fae 1 56 
Enochghyreeman. 705 ie. + soc dees 13 36 
iaglen data atts. 2 soc tee ack cous 8. bf 
WISVIC CORBI. oa ecm fede 12 00 
Revising ac py, sy secs, YRS Cee 1 50 
fOr; SLOW ARs AMID. LOTS pee OS 2 50 
$491 23 

WUORDONAGG re ec ee eS 144 15 


$635 38 


———— $635 38 
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Districts No. 3, 5,12, 17,18 and 19. No. 


of rods, 3,675. 


STEPHEN Hartow, Surveyor. 


Eropormoniol Money,.... .. ses +> eo Wee ee SROUO! OF 
feanmesmminialed pILOyt,.... ts ses ncs cnn ck $5 00 
Greenough: Wood,...:.....-.,2+-55 8 83 
MOPEOOMAINGHIILP,, 2. ss sale sss ty ce 4.60 
Ibysander*Washburn,............: 5 84 
Greg we lion... se. es caw cede BatD 
Joseph Chamberlain,.............. 2 67 
Mme richmond,.......<s. cee ae 10 15 
erat HGEOB A. ess ks bok ee cles 7 43 
ST OVOT SiN. wie se beet 1°67 
EMC AAIUGLOG D5 5-5. Vas oh 6°75 
Brera I abloW,. 0... eee. ey ons 249 81 
Piancingriayward,..........+.<.~'s 6 00 
UE oA WE rm a 18 25 
yw ay WATd,. 0... <r. 2 os ateleg 4 67 
Paemraaedhhiny fs) ses Se 8 O01 
BOG IA GIGI Ie, ne ie ya's salon 7 50 
RL Tics EE) ES 7 00 
Bits A.Littlefield,...........4.4 43 77 
Bet VERT OU er sds 0s: SR gt ree a 3 60 
Daniel Noonan,.......... ie hr 1 50 
PS MAAS AO TLOL se o's’ we Ss Ruskin 15 84 
Wathiameks Whitman, . ¢-.4 iced 3.34 
$429 05 
RIVET WOLROUy SS. 6 cu/ack cbs wedbehe & 100 71 


——_—— $328 34 


6 
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Districts No. 2, 4,6, 7,8 and 16. No. of rods, 6,002. 


Henry Gurney, Surveyor. 


Proportion of money, 
Peer rte WV LUIS “ac eee hg Ga 
Lebbeus Smith, 
BAAMOM GUIDO yy ie ewan titans oe 
Benj. H. Fisher, 
Henry Gurney, 
Alfred (ariihin yi  es  eehe 
AUTOGATUEDOY, 6 Oly ap ate ec aus 
A. T. Whitman, 


~2eceereweeeee 
oeeceeeeee eee eee e@ 


or eeeeeaeete vee es ee 


oe eee eff Pee eHFeeee 


«see eereeeeeeee ee 


W. G. Ramsdall, 
Isaac Brown, 
Isaac Reed, 
JOUN Peal see eee Pee, 


Simeon Richmond, 
Jacob Bates, 


“eeeees © @ we ee eee 
oeee rere er ee ew ewe ee we 


ene ecewres ew ee ee © se © we oe Ho 


eeoereet eee ewe ees ee ewe oe @ 


Unexpended, 


es f'p a B's £4 2 2 @ 2 2 44 240 


Total amount expended, 
Unexpended, 


9 Bs 0) s- C16: -& #1 


eeeavepspaeesctmeeexHeneee 


Submitted, 


SAMUEL G. ALDEN, 
STEPHEN HARLOW, 


HENRY GURNEY, 
February 29, 1868. 


Hieazer “Whitman... re 


ese 


$536 28 


$341 41 
194 87 
$036 28 


$1,261 69 
238 31 


$1,500 00 


Highway 
Surveyors. 
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RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 


RE SODOOUNG 2c. a ws se» wave ea $4,482 50 
mmmesupport Of Poor,. 6... ov. nce es + ae: 2,122 09 
“‘ Repairing Roads and Bridges,....... 2,346 08 
eee tvepainne Mighways,.......:-..+- ++ 1,261 69 
«Incidental Expenses & Abatem’t Taxes, 1,278 29 
ose tare Aid to, Mamilies;o 0. .scei 02. 3,014 72 
«Clearing Roads from Snow,.......... 642 68 
“Town Officers and Committees,...... 832 00 


$15,980 05 


REPORT OF TOWN HALL COMMITTEE. 


Receipts for use of hall for year ending February 


2, SO OST SE aa a PS Peete sl $171 00 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid for fuel,....... Paes ie wit ea tavees ~~... $10 -66 
for oil, wicks and chimnies,...... Se SAAT Oo 
W. Johnson, pipe, repairs, &c.,..... 4 18 
for mirror for ante-room,.......... Peis 
for cleaning hall,..............+-. 6 00 
L. Remick, care of hall,........... 69 50 
I. N. Nutter, services as Committee, 10 00 
Balance paid Town Treasurer,.......... 46 92 
$171 00 


I. N. NUTTER, Committee. 
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ASSESSORS’ DEPARTMENT, 


Amount of Real Estate assessed May 1,1867, $831,686 00 
ts Personal Estate, “ a ak 257,465 00 


———— 


Opals ahs deh, Bouin 5 tS ety Wel hee $1,089,151 00 


Per cent. on true value, one cent and nine mills on the 
dollar, for State, County and Town Taxes. Poll tax, $2. 
Number of Polls, 818. Number of Dwelling Houses, 557. 
Number of Acres of Land assessed, 11,357. Number of 
Cows, 377. Number of Horses, 281. Number of Oxen, 
50. Number of Sheep, 23. 


Increase in Real Estate,../........ $11,091 00 
dy Personal Estate,....... 15,190 00 
rae $26,281 00 
Increase aniPRoller teas. 4 A, SLE 13 
Decrease in School Children,........ 43 
Own Taga cia Ga lal Mela ete sori rd oot ee ae a $13,450 00 
Dtate Dax. ke foe ie eae ewe (1 ee eae 7,100 00 
Colin ty a2 ix pe er tonrr ance enti en amete 1,560 92 
Ovetlayings n& fun 0 one ec patemede ben ae 220 24 
Total amount assessed and committed,........ $22,331 16 
Delinquent highway taxes for 1866,........... 119 28 
Assessed since committed,..........0...000-% 8 07 


$22,458. 51 


Assessors of 


JACOB BATES, EL. Bridgewater. 


ELIAB,. LATHAM, 
February 29, 1868. 


GEORGE S| 
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AUDITORS’ REPORT. 


ooo 


We, the undersigned, have examined the Collector’s 
Account of Commitment of Taxes, as committed by the 
Assessors. 


Total commitment,..... CR Baba 2 $22,339 23 

Highway delinquent tax, .......... 119 28 

Interest collected,..............:.. (3: Bh 
$22,531 82 

CREDIT. 

By discount on collections,......... $924 00 

PRUE ETGAGOULCE so 5 cis. 5 os oo ole 21,149 79 

Wncolected taxes,................ 458 03 
— $22,531 82 


ROBERT CURTIS, 1 4,431 
WILLIAM ALLEN, ; 0%": 


East Bridgewater, Feb. 18, 1868. 


We, the undersigned, have examined the account of 
Martin Wuittne, Collector of balance of Taxes for 1866, 
committed to the late Nathaniel Vaughn. 


Balance outstanding March Ist, 1867,...........$564 47 
Interest collected on the same,.................. 50 32 


— 


$614 79 
This amount has been collected and paid into the Town 


Treasury. 


ROBERT CURTIS, ' 
WILLIAM ALLEN, t rhage 


February 18, 1868. 7 


am, 
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REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER. 


I. N. Nurrer, Zreasurer, in account with Town. 


Dr. 
1868.—F EB. 29. 
Cash of Martin Whiting, former Treasurer,.... $1,840 41 
ge Est. of Nath’] Vaughn, bal. Taxes of 65, 125 99 


12 ss . on y 66, 281 43 
ae M. Whiting, balance of oh 66, ~ 614 79 
* . borrowed on Town Notes,.........4.... 5,516 98 
“ of Ezra 8. Whitmarsh, Collector,........ 21,149 79 
és State Treasurer, State Aid,........... 4,200 00 
fe " Corporation Tax,..... 238 OT 
« s proport’n of Sch.fund, 253 85 
ee arom sale'ot Lown. BONUS, » ica ani os 7,800 00 
si accrued interest on same,.......... 37 52 
if Town Plymouth, support of paupers, 97 50 
ft «Duxbury, * m 10 00 
A al SOL COD? teen SE 99 00 
ee “Lakeville, a a 52 00 
“6 *¢ Nantucket, . “ d 56 00 
6“ « Easton, + 5 00 
ee « W. Bridgewater, schooling,... 107 32 
‘f Alvan Lyon, pedlar’s license,......, 10 00 
ot sale of old plank and timber,....... 4 00 
$6 Thos. Keith, aid refunded,......... 16 50 
Bi I. N. Nutter, Town Hall Committee, 46 92 


$42,563 07 


CR. 

By cash paid, Town Bonds,........ $2,100 00 
: Interest on same,.... 567 27 
& Town Notes for mon- 

ey borrowed,...... 5,075 00 

as Interest on same,.... 122 49 
“ Reimbursement Notes, 7,401 45 
% Interest on same,.... 738 06 
i PILAUG, Lax, Ot. 2. eee 7,100 00 
* POUR Ys LAX, v5 0s taes 1,560 92 
Lowi Orders, a siee 14,027 45 
"i State Aid Orders,.... 2,316 00 
. $41,008 64 

BBR ON TANG... 51's. isla. -eie eee 1,554 43 


$42,563 07 
I. N. NUTTER, Treasurer. 


We have examined the foregoing account, and find the 
items thereof properly entered and vouched for. 


ROBERT CURTIS, 1 4, 
WILLIAM ALLEN, ( @“0"0"S: 


East Bridgewater, Feb. 29, 1868. 


Since making his report, the Town Treasurer has 
received of the Collector, Mr. E. S. WHITMARSH, the bal- 


ance due from him on Taxes of 1867. 
I. N. NUTTER, Treasurer. 
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_ LIQUOR AGENT’S REPORT. 
Stock on hand, Feb. 5, 1867,.......... $625 57 


“purchased from Feb. 5, 1867, to 
) Ae ae ROU CTA Se Pi cok eae 5,347 66 


EXPENSES OF AGENCY. 
Freight and Eixpress,:................ $47 73 
PONG B SHAE tre ee tes oss oy see pia et 100 00 


Sales of Liquor for year ending 


ESb wee O0el ce ee ee $5,353 89 
Salasrorrerake wires 4 oat ine ei: 91 24 
Stock ON Nandi. (noe ha eee 649 74 

$6,094 87 


Profit—increase of stock)..:......%. 26 09 


$5,973 23 


147 73 


$6,120 96 


$6,120 96 


WE have this day examined the books and accounts of 
Tos. Roacrrs, Town Liquor Agent, and find the above a 
correct statement of the past year’s transactions. 


ROBERT CURTIS, Auditors. 


WILLIAM ALLEN, 
East Bridgewater, Feb. 18, 1868. 
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LIABILITIES AND ASSETS OF THE TOWN, 


LIABILITIES. 


Town Bonds due April.1st, 1868,.... $400 00 


“ ieee. 186, LOOUg. + ye. uUUaUE 
‘6 ee St, OTOP oe o00, OO 
&< se Astydhttiel, -.." 2:500- 00 
cc ae ASt LST Ze cee sUOLOU 
eee lst Peto... ee OUUTUO 
c« “ Oct’y 1st, 1873,....°2,000°00 
“6 Se Re WARE OTSA ee eee 
« si. Ast, 1875, . . -+E;800%0 
és Sees). Ast, 764 7. A RGOG OD 
&“ mae Let LST Tey eee OC OO 
PeOve ON GOSH. oo. .s cb eb ec ees 141-98 


Outstanding Reimbursement Notes 
and Interest : 


1 Note, payable to EH. Y. Hayward,.. 46° 00 
I as . Orlando M. Alger, 46 00 
y Oe ss Geo. B. Howland, 46 00 - 
Tee ef S. W. Richmond,. 92 00 
y hua : EK. 8. Whitmarsh, . 46 00 
1 iuaahe = Jos. Chamberlain, ool MR EF 
4 toa " Israel Hobart.... ‘11-50 
d abit’ William E. Bird... 46 00 
Lee " Parlu Keith,..... 11 50 
ets es Robert Curtis,.... 11 50 
Amount carried over,.......... $21,199 63 


8 
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Amount brought forward,....... $21,199 63 
1 Note, payable to Nath’l W. French, 3 45 
hope. RS R. M. Smith,..... 11 50 
opts 7 Nicholas Vella,... 5 75 
Beas: Otis Kingman,... 46 00 
Due the several School Districts, 66, 176 58 
Outstanding Orders,............... 274 23 
Unsettled Accounts “estimated,”’.... 100 00 
Int. on Town Bonds, due Apr. 1,’68,... 607 20 
———_— $22,424 34 
FRET i) 
ASSETS. 


Due from B. R. Alden, Collector ’64, $124 00 
of E.S. Whitmarsh, Collector, 458 03 


‘ Towns, for support of pau- 
POTS, Verne Rw Es 73 00 
4 State for State Aid,....... 3,014 72 
Wood cut on Whitmarsh lot,........ 120 00 
Gash an Troasnry pais Wil ae eat 1,554 43 
$5,344 38 
Balance against the Town,....... ...17,080 16 


—_—_—_— $22,424 34 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE nes Selectmen of 


JACOB BATES, LE. Bridgewater. 


ELIAB LATHAM, 
February 29, 1868. 
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MARRIAGES, 


RECORDED IN Hast BRIDGEWATER, DURING THE YEAR 1867. 


Date of Marriage. Names of Groom and Bride, and Residence of each. 

January 13. Charles Wesley Wixon and Sylvia Dunbar 
Munroe, both of East Bridgewater. 

January 15. Hermon L. Morse, of New Bedford, and 
Jane Dunlap Worcester, of Kast Bridgewater. 

January 28. Thomas M. Field, of Milford, and Ellen Jane 
Mitchell, of Kast Bridgewater. 

January 31. Orace Washburn and Sarah Allen Wash- 

| burn, both of East Bridgewater. 

February 13. Isaac Reed French and Betsey Willis Ellis, 

both of East Bridgewater. 

February 13. Wallace Leverett Wilkins, of Rutland, Vt., 
and Jane A. Allen, of Hast Bridgewater. 

March 2. Benjamin F’. Pearson, of Abington, and Harriet 
M. Bates, of Hast Bridgewater. 

March 3. Sherman Estis and Abby Rogers Newhall, both 
of Kast Bridgewater. 

March 4. Isaac Henry William Bird, of East Bridgewa- 
ter, and Irene Murdock Shaw, of Middleboro’. 

March 29. Daniel B. Delaney and ATE NS O’Brien, 
both of East Bridgewater. 

April 14. Henry A. Osborne and Emily J. L. Lincoln, 
both of Hast Bridgewater. 

April 20. Heman Keith, of East Bridgewater, and Dicy 
A. Shaw, of Carver. 
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Date of Marriage. Names of Groom and Bride, and Residence of each. 

May 8. Lawrence Vernon Poole and Susie Hayward Rey- 
nolds, both of Kast Bridgewater. 

May 16. George Wilson Reed and Lucia Maria West, 
both of East Bridgewater. 

May 20. Miller Cook, Jr., of Abington, and Charlotte 
Robinson Smith, of Kast Bridgewater. 

June 1. William Henry Howe and Olive Amelia Bell, 
both of East Bridgewater. 

June 4. Seth Bryant Edson and Elizabeth Deblois Bry- 
ant, both of Hast Bridgewater. 

June29. John Bell, of East Bridgewater, and Susan Ham, 
of Winterport, Me. 

July 4. Peregrine White Poole, of Pembroke, and Mary 
Jane Elmore Keene, of East Bridgewater. 

July 6. John Blackmer, of Plymouth, and Mary B. Maine, 
_of East Bridgewater. 

July 13. Edwin F. Lang and Eliza Ann Bourne, both of 
East Bridgewater. 

July 14. Charles J. Smith, of Hast Bridgewater, and Eliza 
Jane Drake, of Pembroke. 

August 15. Douglas Ellerson and Azuba Andrews, both 
of Bridgewater. 

August 19. Oran J. Perkins and Lydia Finney, both ‘of 
Abington. 

August 28. Algernon Sidney Brett and Margaret Mary 
Davis, both of Hast Bridgewater. 

September 138. Henry V. Harwood and Hattie A. Soule, 
both of East Bridgewater. 

September 17. Royal Tyler Brett, Jr., and Sarah Pierce 
Knapp, both of Kast Bridgewater. 

September 22. George G. Beals and Harriet J. Fr ench, 
both of East Bridgewater. 

September 24. Caleb T. Hayward and Carrie T. Inglee, 
both of Bridgewater. 
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Date of Marriage. Names of Groom and Bride, and Residence of each. 

October 20. Benjamin R. Gardner, of Kast Bridgewater, 
and Mary Coffin Gorham, of Nantucket. 

October 31. George W. Holbrook and Emily Copeland, 
both of Randolph. 

November 1. Albert Harden and Elizabeth Tilden Jor- 
dan, both of Kast Bridgewater. 

November 10. Frank L. Sturtevant, of Duxbury, and 
Hattie A. Gurney, of East Bridgewater. 

November 20. Sanford Gilbert Leland, of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
and Jennett Chamberlain Harlow, of East Bridgew’r. 

November 20. Lucius F. Alden, of West Bridgewater, 
and Alice Winslow Harlow, of Kast Bridgewater. 

November 21. William Green Field, of Hast Bridgewater, 
and Dorcas Ann Dunbar, of West Bridgewater. 

November 26. Newton Churchill and Abby Weeks Boodry, 
both of East Bridgewater. 

November 27. Samuel M. Bryant, of Abington, and M. 
Jane Mitchell, of East Bridgewater. 

November 28. John Joseph Shaw, of East Bridgewater, 
and Persis Rice Kingman, of Keene, N. H. 

November 30. Jeremiah Griffin and Catharine Murphy, 
both of Kast Bridgewater. 
December 1. George Watson Allen, of Hast Bridgewater, 
and Mary Louise Howard, of West Bridgewater. 
December 8. Allen P. Eddy and Arrah Vesta Mitchell, 
both of Hast Bridgewater. 

December 10. Josiah Otis Vinton, of Hast Bridgewater, 
and Mary Goodwin Page, of Dover, N. H. 

December 25. John H. Chadwick and Zilpha Sturtevant, 
both of Hast Bridgewater. _ 

December 29. John Waterman and Emily Frances Pack- 
ard, both of Kast Bridgewater. 


Whole number—45. 
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BIRTHS, 


REGISTERED IN Hast BRIDGEWATERB, DURING THE YEAR 1867. 


DATE OF 
BIRTH. 


1867. 
Jan’y 


’ FULL NAME. 


Albert Melvin Harden. 
Harry Newton Keith. 
Francesco Williams Foster. 


Nettie Linwood Osborne. 
Emma Georgianna Gardner. 
Infant daughter. 

Willie Dexter Steingardt. 
Mary Thomas Rogers. 
James Wilson Vickery. 
John Lemuel Delano. 


Sophia Keene Richards. 
Charles Edwin Brown. 
Mary Rebecca Bonney. 
Ellen Maguire. 


Rosa Jane Sturtevant. 
Alice Green. 

Augusta Wright. 
Clara Rosenfield. 
Jobn Barrett. 


Fred. Edson Gardner. 


Carrie Augusta Chamberlain. 


Elizabeth Rena McLaughlin. 
Samuel Tillson Howland. 


Anna Esther Sturtevant. 
Charles Myram Chapman. 
Albert Colburn White. 
Adam Eustis Stetson. 
Owen Francis Bouldry. 
Ada Augusta Brett. 


NAME OF PARENTS. 


Jason W. & Helen Augusta. 
Isaac N. & Frances T. 
Joseph & Sarah. 


Eliab N. and Sarah R. 
William W. & Cornelia E. 
Arthur & Abby A. Harris. 
Joseph A. & Mary L. 
Wales & Sarah L. 
Augustus B. & Aseneth A. 
John J. & Priscilla B. 


Luther W. & Hannah M. 
John D. P.E. & Mary Eliza’h, 
H. F. & Rebecca D. Barber. 
Owen & Hannah. 


Zenas W. & Jane. 

James & Margaret. 
Levi & Harriet Augusta. 
Gustavus & Jettie. 
Patrick & Catharine. 


Thomas C. & Celestia. 
Thomas B. & Esther. 


Martin P. & Eliza P. 
George B, & Nancy C. 


Joshua & Margaret. 

John & Marion. 

Benjamin M. & Mary E. 
Thos. G. & Frances Lucinda. 
Nathaniel S. & Zilpha Ann. 
William & Nancy Maria. 
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LIST OF BIRTHS— Continued. 


DATE OF 


eyes: FULL NAME. NAME OF PARENTS. 
1367. 

Sept. 1 | Elizabeth M. Keith. George M. & Julia. 

<4 2 | Joseph Dexter Cook, Joseph H. & Nancy Ann. 

As 4 | Michael Clougherty. Cornelius & Nancy. 

4 12 | Martha Weston Siddall. Benjamin & Sarah Jane, 

sf 23 | Thomas Eldon Millett, Daniel E. & Lucy Alice. 

es 24 | Mary Ann Carney. | Edmond & Joanna. 

5s 26 | Etta Louise Briggs. Daniel & Louise Frances. 
October 3 | Mabel Lucretia Knapp. James G. & Eliza W. 

a 11 | Lizzie Augusta Mockler. Henry R. & Mary A. 

x 16 | Son of Seth R. & Elizabeth Edson. 

Rf 27 | Hattie Alice Hayward. Edward Y. & Annetta. 

se 28 | Fannie Ethelyn Jordan. Charles Edwin & Annie W. 

re 29 | Walter Sylvester French. Isaac R. & Betsey W. 
Noy. 8 Eya Keniston Wilkins. Wallace & Jane Eliza. 

- 14 | Mary Augusta Cunningham. | Walter & Anna. 

i 17 | Abbie Barker Wade. Robert & Eliza A. 

os 24 | Margaret Ellen Brennon. | Thomas & Celia. 

sf 29 | Henry Wesley Osborne. Henry A. & Emilie J. L. 
Dec 3 | Charles Herbert Soule. William H. & Luzutta. 

i 4 | Mary Abby Morey. William L. & Cynthia Ann. 

o 4 | William Hennessey, Michael & Catharine. 

oa 18 | Bridget Flaherty. Patrick & Mary. 

. 23 | Henry Wilson Bressingham. | John W.& Abby A. 

a 25 | Mary Jane Tribou. Daniel W. & Elizabeth C. 

“¢__: 25 | Samuel Jenness. John 8. & Joanna R. 

woe Dum Dem of births), «oe ona oh ce a ale 54. 
Of foreign parentage,............- PLO 


Colored,...... SS 3. alls oes a ee ee ft 
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REPORT. 


“The School Committee shall annually make a detailed 
report of the condition of the several public schools, 
which report shall contain such statements and sugges- 
tions in relation to the schools as the Committee deem 
necessary or proper to promote the interests thereof. 
The Committee shall cause said report to be printed for 
the use of the inhabitants, in octavo pamphlet form, of 
the size of the annual reports of the Board of Education, 
and transmit two copies thereof to the Secretary of said 
Board, on or before the last day of April, and deposit one 
copy in the office of the clerk of the city or town.”’— (Gen. 
Statutes, Chap. 40, Sec. 6. 

In making to the town this Report of the condition of 
its Public Schools, for the year ending Feb. 29, 1868, we 
shall endeavor to comply with the requirements of the 
above law, both in its letter and spirit. 

_ At the first meeting of the Committee in March, 1867, 

it was organized by the choice of Baatis Sanrorp, Chair. 
man, and Epmunp W. Nourtrer, Secretary ; and the schools 
were assigned for the year for special supervision and 
report, as follows : 

Joppa Schools, Beaver, and North Primary, to Mr. 
SANFORD. 

West Crook, Hastville, East Primary, and No. 10, to 
Mr. Homes. 

Northville, Satucket, Intermediate, and West Primary, 
to Mr. Nurrer. | 
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On 2d of Aug.,1867, Mr. Hoimes resigned his seat upon 
the School Board, and Rev. Francis C. WiiuiaAMs was 
elected, in joint action with the Selectmen, to fill the va- 
cancy; and a transfer was made to his care of the schools 
at first assigned to Mr. Houmgs. 

Of the High School no special assignment was made. 


The following statements concerning our schools in de- 
tail, will present a view of their condition and progress 


during the time covered by this report. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


The Town is to be congratulated on the successful 
management of its High School during the first year of 
its establishment. It has been large, and its own charac- 
ter and its influence on the other schools in town have 
been excellent. No intelligent person could visit it with- 
out feeling the great advantages these young men and 
women were enjoying, and the valuable influence, both 
mental and moral, on all the members of this truly dem- 
ocratic institution, They are learning those higher 
branches necessary to fix their knowledge of the lower 
ones. They are applying the rudiments, already familiar, 
in the directions of more thoughtful and practical life. 
Their minds are trained to comprehend the topics and 
principles which bind the elementary facts and processes 
together. As Book-keeping, for example, is related to 
Writing, Spelling and Arithmetic, so all the High 
School studies exercise and confirm the preparatory ones. 
More thoughtful, more useful, members of society are 
here growing up. They are gaining what, but for this 
school, would be out of the reach of many of its mem- 


5 
bers; and what is best obtained by all of them here, in 
their own town, under parental oversight, knowing each 
other in youth if they are to live together in after years 
as friends and neighbors. , 

Moreover, the other schools have felt the benefit of the 
High School; partly by interesting their older pupils to 
prepare for it, and also by relieving the lower schools of 
one great difficulty, namely, that of having many classes 
in each study, as in the Primer and Fourth Reader, or 
the lowest and highest grades of Arithmetic, carried on 
inthe same room. The most distant schools have felt 
the impulse of the High School as well as the others. 
West Crook on the one hand, and Curtis’ on the other, 
have been equally improved by it. For, the objection of 
inequality of advantage from the High School on account 
of distance, is much weakened, both by the influence just 
named, and by this fact, that its members from the far- 
thest points have been at least as punctual and regular 
in attendance, and as successful in their studies, as those 
living near the school building. The well known princi- 
ple, shown in all public meetings, religious, social or 
political, that they who take the most pains to attend, 
value, enjoy and profit most by them, holds good in the 
schools. | 

There has been one disadvantage, the change of teach- 
ers during the year; for however well the vacancy may 
be filled, the presumption is always against a change ; 
there is certain loss of time and interest from the differ- 
ence of method and manner between individual instruct- 
ors. Your Committee call attention to the fact that the 
frequent alternation of teachers in town is owing to the 
restlessness of the very competent, but somewhat unstable, 
persons engaged. The High School was placed at the 
beginning in charge of Mr. Henry H. Burter, of Waver- 
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ley, Mass., and a graduate of Yale College, with the 
expectation, that, if found competent, he should remain 
during the entire year. But, there being no written con- 
tract, and his understanding of the subject differing from 
that of the Committee, when a higher salary was offered 
him, we were compelled to look suddenly for a new prin- 
cipal. There have been at least three other such cases in 
town during the year. The whole subject of the per- 
manency of the teacher’s position needs reform. Con- 
tracts should be made in writing. No ordinary cause 
should annul such agreement, particularly in the middle 
of aterm. Teachers should not expect, or ask, to break 
engagements, at their own convenience or immediate 
pecuniary gain, to the injury of the schools intrusted to 
them. The heads of our Normal Institutions would do 
well to raise the standard of their graduates, till they 
recognize this, the true, principle of professional, as it is 
of private life. A really good teacher need not ‘jump 
for chances ;” but, filling his low, and, 1t may be, poorly 
paid place, well, he will find his patience—the prime virtue 
of a teacher,—and his fidelity, surely rewarded in the long 
run. We suffer from this uneasiness of teachers more 
than the larger towns or cities do, but it vitiates our 
whole school system, and disturbs hundreds of schools in 
the course of a year. Mr. Butler, it should be observed, 
excelled in many respects as a teacher, and succeeded 
remarkably in interesting his pupils in their various 
studies, especially in the Latin language. On his sudden 
departure, the Committee were fortunate in securing the 
services of Mr. Austin Sanrorp, of the junior class of 
Dartmouth College; a good scholar, an experienced 
teacher, well acquainted with many of the pupils of the 
school, and so recently and favorably recommended by 
the report of the Committee of last year. The condition 
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of the school under his care, as observed at frequent visits 
from week to week, and by many parents and friends of 
the school, at the close of the second term, was very 
satisfactory, and during the winter session it has fully 
held its high position. A more diligent, busily but quietly 
working school, could hardly be found. The combination 
of principle and practice in the instruction has been 
admirable. The constant testing and application of the 
theory of language, or science, or philosophy, to common 
things and daily life in business and work, has been very 
good. The vague impression that such a school gives 
only ornamental instruction, well enough, if it can be 
afforded, but not needed by plain people, would be wiped 
away from any one’s mind who should visit it for an hour. 
He would see the children of the poorest among us gain- 
ing that which is to make their lives, on the farm, or in the 
shop or store, or at home, more intelligent and successful; 
eiving to all an equal opportunity to improve the gifts 
God has granted them. We will not, therefore, envy our 
neighbors of richer towns the possession of their endowed 
academies, with costly buildings and elegant equipment, 
but with the tuition fee before the door, which must raise 
invidious distinctions in the community, and shut out 
many children, poorer indeed, but no less deserving and 
capable, than those who enter with a golden key. We 
think ourselves not less fortunate, but far more favored, if 
we can furnish, at some sacrifice, it may be, in other 
things, the best education to be had free to every one, and 
a school with no money barrier about it, demanding only 
of the applicant that preparation of study, which patience 
and industry will give to all. 

We ought to add that the Assistant Department has 
been a great advantage throughout the year, and has es- 


sentially contributed to the general success. The Winter 
12 
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term, particularly, with its large number of pupils and of 
classes necessary this first year, has shown in the case of 
Miss Fiorencre A. JENKINS, the great value of an assistant 
as able to interest, as decided to govern, and as apt to 
teach, these older scholars, in connection with another 
instructor, as she was to conduct, independently, the com- 
pany of little children of her former charge. 


NAMES OF SCHOLARS NOT ABSENT: 


Spring Term. 


Amelia L. Keith, Asa Whitman, 
Amanda F. Pratt, Nahum Bb. Gurney, 
George W. Severance, Lawrence W. Edson, 


William H. Hathaway, Frank Edson. 
fall Term. 


Etta Johnson, George W. Severance, 

Maria Smith, Granville C. Munroe, 

George L. Jones, Frederic Nutter, 

David W. Gurney, Abbott Sanford. 

Winter Term. 
Charles H. Chandler, George L. Jones, 
George W. Severance, David W. Gurney. 
NOT ABSENT DURING THE YEAR: 

John F. Morey, Ella B. Ramsdall. 

INTERMEDIATE. 


Miss Evpora SANForD was employed as teacher for the 
Summer term, and we feel justified in saying that the 
school was never in better condition than while under her 
charge. She entered upon her work with a well defined 
plan of action, which was successfully carried out, and the 
effect of which was visible at each visit of the Committee, 
in the steady improvement of the school. 
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The charge of the school for the Fall and Winter terms 
was given to Miss Estuer L. Merriam, of Tewksbury, a 
graduate of the Salem Normal School. Under her instruc- 
tion the classes made more than ordinary progress in some 
branches, particularly in Geography. The exercises in 
map-drawing at the public examinations were con- 
vincing illustrations of the excellence of Guyot’s method, 
and showed that it had been thoroughly studied by teacher 
and pupils. 

It is to be regretted that the weekly test exercises, which 
in the Summer term were productive of such good results, 
were discontinued by Miss Merriam. The per centage of 
average attendance for the Winter term was diminished 
by the admission, during the third week, of fourteen 
pupils, from the Primary Schools. | 


NAMES OF SCHOLARS NOT ABSENT : 


Summer Term. 


Saba Alden, George Sikes, 
Henry Chapin, Nellie Standish, 
Willie Ellis, Florence Trow. 
Mary Kenney, 

Fall Term. 
Nellie Benson, Carrie Robinson, 
Ada Keith, Eddie Wright. 


Florence Trow, 
Winter Term. 


Elmer Smith, Lewis Trow. 
Fred Trow, , 


NOT ABSENT DURING THE YEAR: 


Minot Severance, Herbert Waterman. 
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NORTH PRIMARY, 


Taught through the year by Miss Juma B. Wurrs, of 
East Randolph, has made, under her careful efforts, steady 
and satisfactory progress. In the Winter term the num- 
ber of scholars was considerably diminished by the weather, 
cases of illness, and the promotion of six to the Interme- 
diate. In general order, harmony and advancement, good 
results have been attained. 


NAMES OF SCHOLARS NOT ABSENT: 
Walter Benson, Arthur Waterman, 
George Southworth, Lille Gardiner. 


WEST PRIMARY, 


Taught during the year by Miss Mary EH. Ryprer. The 
pupils in this school have enjoyed the advantages to be 
derived from the employment through a series of succes- 
sive years of an experienced and successful teacher. Miss 
Ryder loses no interest in her work, which has been 
attended with the success that has characterized it in 


former years. 
NAMES OF SCHOLARS NOT ABSENT : 


Summer Term. 


Carrie Bailey, Charles Seaver, 
Nellie M. Chandler, Lilian E. Smith, 
Frank B. Chandler, Thos. O’Brien. 
Henry W. Vaughan, 
Fall Term. 
Nellie M. Chandler, Arthur M. Freeman, 
Frank B. Chandler, Dennis Morey, 
Lillian E. Smith, Freddie W. Osborn, 
Nettie A. Freeman, Richmond M. Waterman. 
Winter Term. 
Micheel Hennessey, Richmond M. Waterman. 


Sumner A. Smith, 
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EAST PRIMARY. . 


The promise of this school, under Miss Frorencr: A. 
JENKINS, of Hast Bridgewater, mentioned in last year’s 
report, has been abundantly fulfilled.. The children, 
crowded much too closely for either health or comfort, 
were, however, orderly, interested and improving, during 
the Summer and Autumnterms. The pupils were instruct- 
ed carefully and well; they were cheerful and happy, 
with their songs and flowers brightening the room; and 
yet, good discipline—no easy matter with so many restless: 
little ones in such narrow walls—was quietly maintained. 

During the Winter term, Miss Mary OC. Suerrrenp has: 
had charge; and has sustained the good character of. the: 
school in a great degree. But the attendance was lessen- 
ed by prevailing disease in the neighborhood, and by the* 
repeated storms, and continued cold of avery hard season. 

Susie Holmes and Eliza Keith were not absent during 
two terms. John Norris was not absent during one: term.. 
Tra Burrell, Etta M. Ellis were not absent during the 
year. 

WEST CROOK. 

This school, taught by Miss Fannie Reep, of East 
Bridgewater, has shown, throughout the year, a decided . 
improvement over its former good condition. It has had 
the great advantage of having been under one head. It 
has, also, fine school accommodations. The parents, like- 
wise, take a personal interest in the education of their 
children, by sending them regularly to the school, and by 
visiting it from time to time. The high qualifications of. 
its accomplished teacher, under such circumstances, have 
secured an admirable result. The inevitable obstacle of 
having pupils of all ages in one room was overcome, as far 


as possible. 
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The field of study gone over was large, but it was care- 
fully and particularly mastered ; and, while the advanced 
scholars were above the High School standard, and only 
prevented by the distance from taking rank in it, the 
youngest had been equally cared for. The classes in Read- 
ing and in History, were worthy of especial notice. 

NAMES OF SCHOLARS NOT ABSENT DURING SECOND TERM : 


Lizzie G. Edes, Arthur A. Bonney, 
Sabina EK. Costello, Charles E. Cole, 
Ella G. Gaffany, Thomas W. Costello, 
Agnes Gurney, Clarence D. Reed. 


Clara A. Luzarder, 
NOT ABSENT DURING THE WINTER TERM: 


Sabina E. Costello, George C. Bonney, 
Adelaide E. Edes, Chas. E. Cole, 
Lizzie G. Edes, - Thomas W. Costello, 
Fannie EK. Smith, Clarance D. Reed, 
Arthur A. Bonney, Chester R. Smith. 


Everett S. Bonney, 
NOT ABSENT DURING THE YEAR: 


Abbie F. Bates, Fannie W. Gurney. 
Effie Edes, 


NORTHVILLE. 


Miss Lucina Dunpar, of West Bridgewater, a graduate 
of the Bridgewater Normal School, took the school at the 
beginning of the year, and strove earnestly and patiently 
to promote its interests. Her methods of instruction were 
excellent, but she lacked courage to enforce the obedience 
of refractory pupils. She was succeeded in the Fall by 
Miss Jennie E. Cassipy, of Hast Boston, who proved 
incompetent to her task, and was removed after six 
weeks’ trial. 

For the remainder of the school year the Committee 
secured the services of Miss Junta W. Cops, of Plympton, 
who had had successful experience in the management of 
disorderly schools. A decided improvement in the order 
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of the school was manifest at the first visit of the Com- 
mittee, and its condition while under her instruction was 
much more satisfactory. 


NAMES OF SCHOLARS NOT ABSENT. 
Summer Term. 


Susie E. Harding, Evie M. Pratt, 
H. R. Ludden, 
Winter Term. 
Evie M. Pratt, Fred. L. Brown. 
CURTIS’. 


This school has shown marked improvement over its 
condition described in the report of last year. For the 
Summer and Autumn terms it was excellently taught by 
Miss Enna Linconn, of New Bedford, under whom the 
order and animation of the school and the progress of the 
several classes was all that could be desired. Miss Lin- 
COLN leaving, not at the request of the Committee, but 
against the desires of all the friends of the school, to 
accept a more lucrative position, Miss JosrpHine P. Ray- 
MOND, of East Bridgewater, became its teacher ; and with 
her, after the hindrances necessary to a change of instruc- 
tresses had been overcome, it improved on the former 
term ; and the closing exercises, in promptness, thorough- 
ness, and the advancement of the younger, as well as the 
older, pupils, gratified a number of parents and friends 
assembled. ‘The singing was in good taste and spirit. 
The reading was intelligent ; and the Arithmetic classes 
could weigh hay, or measure potatoes, molasses or wood, 
as well as say the tables in the book. 

Alice Howland, Frank Howland, Walter Brown, and 
Frank Young, were neither absent nor tardy during the 


term. 
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EASTVILLE. 


This school during the Summer and Autumn terms was 
under the care of Miss. EsrHer Emerson. It is a hard 
school, and too difficult for most teachers.. Miss Emerson 
won the respect of both parents and of the Committee for 
her patient efforts to satisfy herself in its management. 

It is sometimes in the power of one or two scholars, 
especially of the older ones,in an ungraded school, to. 
embarrass the best teacher, and to disturb all the other 
pupils, however well disposed. 

The Winter term was commenced by Miss Lavra E. 
JERALD, of Hingham. The difficulties before mentioned 
continued and increased, but they were met with such zeal 
and energy, they were so patiently and vigorously attack- 
ed, that at the close of the term-they had been overcome, 
and the school compared favorably with the average in 
town. 

The teacher deserves great credit for her success, in a 
position which would have tasked the full ability of any 
instructor, whether of the gentler, or of the sterner, sex. 


SATUCKET... 


In the Summer, under the instruction of Miss JENNETTE 
C. Hartow, good discipline was maintained, and commen- 
dable progress made in all the studies pursued. Just 
before the opening of the Fall term, Miss Harlow ten- 
dered her resignation, which was reluctantly accepted, 
and Miss Exizasero B. Merriam, of Tewksbury, a gradu- 
ate of the Salem Normal School, was employed for the 
remainder of the year. In the Fall, the course of the 
school was one of constant advancement, but in the Win- 
ter the insubordination of a few of the larger boys seri- 
ously affected the order, rendering the labors of the teach- 
er less effective than they otherwise would have been. 


Yo: 
The Committee are of the opinion that had the parents of 
these boys upheld the authority of the teacher, as they 
should have done, the school would have borne a better 
character. 
NAMES OF SCHOLARS NOT ABSENT : 


Sunmer Term. 


Eliza A. Bottomore, Everett D. Brown. 
Clarence White, 


Fall Term. 


M. Pauline Keith, Benj. W. Bennett. 
Lois M. Keen, 


Winter Term. 
Ann W. Harden. 
NOT ABSENT DURING THE YEAR: 
Addie M. Keith. 


JOPPA. 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 


This for the Summer and part of the Fall term was in 
charge of Miss Mary E. Barns, of Bridgewater, a lady of 
much amiability and good scholarship. At the com- 
mencement, the appearance of the school gave fair indica- 
tions of success; but subsequent developments were much 
less promising. The teacher labored, but not effectually, 
for the order of the school. Many of the pupils did not 
co-operate with her, nor were made to render a respectful 
deference to her injunctions. Of course, their mental dis- 
cipline and progress corresponded to the deportment. 
There were some, however, who conducted themselves 
with propriety, and attended quite successfully to their 
studies. The teacher and Committee being dissatisfied 
with the general results, the school was closed four — 
weeks before the expiration of the Fall term. 

nye i 
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After a vacation of a few weeks, Miss Mary H. Russet, 
of Dartmouth, was appointed to fill the vacancy. She be- 
gan with firmness and energy, as well as benevolent earn- 
estness, and soon there was no doubt in any mind that 
her injunctions were not to be trifled with or evaded. 
Punishment seemed to be administered with good judg- 
ment, and from a calm, kind, but unflinching determination 
to rule first of all, in order to instruct with suecess. The 
effect was admirable. A good degree of order being se- 
cured at the beginning, it was afterward more easily main- 
tained. Her instruction, being of the kind calculated to 
secure attention and excite interest, seemed to be gene- 
rally well appreciated. Steady progress was made by 
each class, and the last examination exhibited, to a large 
number of visitors, more than ordinary improvement. 


PRIMARY. 


Miss Mary C. Pratt, who has had the charge of this 
school for another year, has amply sustained her previous 
well known reputation as an educator. Her various meth- 
ods to interest, instruct, and govern, rendered ‘effective 
by long experience, and enlivened by much love and sym- 
pathy for her youthful charge, led them forward steadily 
and pleasantly in the good course. 

Much of the reading and spelling would have done 
eredit to classes of a higher grade. 

NAMES OF SCHOLARS NOT ABSENT OR TARDY : 


Edith Paine, Ellen B. Holmes, 
Howard Paine, Lois F. Wilbar. 
BEAVER. 


Nearly one-third of this school is composed of pupils 
from West Bridgewater. It is a mixed one, in conse- 
quence of an insufficient number attending to make it ex- 
pedient to maintain two schools. It has been subjected 
to a change of teachers each of its three terms. 


Mair 

The Summer term was under the care of Miss H. ELLEN 
Booruey, of Maine. Having the advantage of a superior 
education, and considerable previous experience in teach- 
ing, she understood well the work to be done, and brought 
to it an earnestness and energy that insured more than 
ordinary success. Discipline and instruction were admin- 
istered with decidedly good effect, and the results would 
doubtless have been increasingly beneficial had her ser- 
vices continued longer. But at the end of the Summer 
she resigned the situation, much to the regret of Commit- 
tee, scholars and parents. 

She was succeeded, in the Fall term, by Miss Jenniz P. 
Woop, of East Boston,—a person whose examination in- 
dicated respectable attainments in education; but her 
general course proved unsatisfactory, both to the parents 
and the Committee, and the school was closed before the 
end of the term. 

The Winter term was entrusted to the care of Mr. 
Grorce A. WHEELER, of this town, under whose faithful 
and efficient services the school, though having an average 
above 50, was trained to excellent order and diligence. 
The recitations were often enlivened by facts and illustra- 
tions beyond the materials of the book, and the progress 
was more than usual. Good discipline was secured, by. 
no harsh or severe measures, but rather by the exercise 
of those qualities which command respect. The results, 
as they appeared at the close, were highly satisfactory. 
Assistance was well rendered, in several daily recitations, 
by Miss Hannah Richards. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF SCHOOL COMMITTEBR. 


(ee 


Appropriation by the. Town,.................. $4,000 00 
Received \from: State funds)... issn cccied epee d coed 253 85 
Town. of: Kast Bridgewater,...............02.+% 107 32 
Amount available for schools,...............¢. $4,361 17 
Drawn from Treasurer on Town Orders,........$4,117 50 


‘The following bills have been paid from the 


_ above sum : 
| TEACHING. 
dienryer.. butler, . </vcaketvcigteek oe $206 25 
ATG OAMLOL,« «con tian sec ey eae 240 00 
WEY So. DS OOLHOIC 5. tars wc wanna era 87 60 
HU GOTH US ATILOTO saa ley etna re 74 20 
SLOT Lie LOL TLAAY stat cou ce ie rake te eae 155,20 
LET Vp Mes Eb V CLO Des cetera liam atlas ai 180 00 
SUA ES VV LLG, . Crna caring se amit 180 00 
Piprenice Ack CLIC) adie ree ee 138 00 
Ary Co OeUIGL wer ore he wie ae ohtaya 42, 00 
Mary tlt, Dates... 2 (22unc ee Ls 133 00 
Mary Os Pret: lyase ne ae a 210 00 
sonnette CO. ErArIOWs. oc. oe se canis ee ona 75 60 
Elizabeth B.-Merriam, ............ .. 1384 40 
lle: Pamoalngy et Sele Ce eee a 131 60 
Josephine P, Raymond,, 3))laoese 77 00 
Hiather FMimerson, bo 6s oe 161 00 
Tiauretl Werald, sich oe ta ons ae eee 49 00 
Tmo Dunbar. oo uk ss aa a eee 77 00 


Amount carried forward,........ $2,351 85 


19° 
Amount brought forward,........$2,351 85 


sennie He Cassidy,...).6..6- 6-20. 6. 42, 00 
Pee POO Da): 2A Auth tin ee. es 104 00 
1 NEE Pe Senn ce, er 210 00 
Pee ere Oath DY; Gs sia iiss es) - 5,-,- 88 00 
SER AWW GOOG is ind oo ss 84 00 
Omen A, Wheeler; s5.0. gcunsy ss... 85 00 

Whole amount for teaching,..... 

FUEL 

Samuel G. Alden, wood,............ $223 25 
J. W. Richards, A Sa a 5 50 
Toray ausee: Holmes; 6 otic iors. 50 
Baalis Sanford, wood and shavings... Lets 
Sermet opart: comin whens atu o- 36 00 

Whole amount for fuel,......... 


PREPARING FUEL. 


regis panford, paid... 0). ese $37 66 
2) VRS) SO Na ORE tie es Oe Ra re. 6 00 
eRe VOC a is.) eakete lo elptere! a * 14 20 
Bones CUMMINGS, ci. few... 6 00 
Pome Williaimespaid,'. cs. kieoee .. 6 30 
mraurice Hennessey, i cit tonnes - 60 


Whole amount for preparing fuel, 


Maxine Fires AND CARE OF HOUSES. 


ce ST UIs Ces 6 Na ae a $3. 75 
SPRL PTMLS AV¥ MIUOs dois ieclesn cota eal 02h 4 75 
iments It ayrdrcly Pr ett 3 i Di eho 3.13 
BEM NIOLOV Nee wernt i's c. Fee ORS 5 00 
Piety Oe Ee TOG I PAIG, 5. ee eee 2 00 

Amount carried over,.....e.e.05. $18 63 


$2,964 85 


$266 38 


$70 76 


Amount brought over,..........4. $18 63 
Charles UHvans. ee t4 .s$ee 28s ewe 3 00 
George W. Severance,.............. 6 50 
Fan Reenter os oh A ees 1 00 
Herbert Waterman, .. 05.6554 4665%. 5 00 
Elhott EH. Copeland, ....%... 2.05. .44 1 75 
Josephine P. Raymond, paid,........ 1 75 
BaalisoSanford, paid,.?. t025.44 4. 1 40 
Whole am’t for making fires, ete., $39 03 


RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLING PROPER. 


Amount foreach ng... aha Mia eek en ae $2,964. 85 
i 1: | SRAM SUS ITP Rede Wyrm ek ee 266 38 
+ preparing fuel... - iceman 70 76 
Ze Meine fires PLC. wither ines ae eee 39 03 
Whole amount for schooling proper,...... .$3,341 02 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


E. Wallace Holmes, cash paid for cleaning,..... $10 50 
E. W. Nutter, r Rie \ Map A MEET 5 50 
Baalis Sanford, oh 8 a eee 16 85 
Willard Johnson, hardware, labor, ete.,......... 53 67 
J. Henry Potter, repairing clocks,............. 2 70 
Robert Wells, white washing, etec.,............. 6 10 
Joseph W.:Ross, ink wells, . 202. 0.0.0.0000000.. 8 55 
H. A. Grow, setting, ete.,....... TMG ie) Loe 5B 
Daniel French, chairs, table,.ete.,......... 0.0.5. 7 08 
‘Boston Journal,” advertising for teachers,..... 4 50 
Lunt, Goodwillie & Henshaw, printi’g regulations, 7 00 
J. Burrill, — ““-. posters,.... 1 25 
Burditt & Williams, hooks and serews,......... 1 88 


—— 


Amount carried forward, oc... oo da aes $131 33 
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Amount brought forward, . 2.0. eciv ected. $131 33 
ELTON OISLOS, TK: iis). owes is ele ee 5 15 
D. Cummings & Co., brooms and pails,......... 7 50 
Hermon Leonard, repairs,............... ot 16 00 
Enoch Freeman, repairs, lumber, etc.,.......... 8 91 
OME OOO. PODAITS ) icons ki... ss ced wide s 10 04 
Chas. H. Bonney, carpentering,..........¢..2. 60 
Amos Hunting, glass,....... teen ara emt ee re hy 30 
Eudora Sanford, paid gardener,...... ........ 2 50 
Henry Mockler, painting black-board,...... ... 1 00 
LN. & EK. W. Nutter, school-books, stationery, etc., 22. 27 
GREAT DSO. OADIESS,.we roe fot Ue 1 00 
E. W. Nutter, paid for telegraphing, etc.,....... 4 50 
Baalis Sanford, paid for labor, etc.,............ 26 18 
Joseph Foster, schooling,..................... 6 25 
Town of Bridgewater, schooling,............... 35 00 

Whole amount for incidentals,............ $278 58 
Balance in hands of Committee to meet estimat- 

ed expenses for remainder of school year, $497 90 
Amount unexpended, in hands of Treasurer, 243 67 

RECAPITULATION. | 
Whole amount available for schools... . $4,361 17 
Amount expended for schooling proper, $3,341 02 
co es incidentals,...... 278 58 
“in hands of Committee,....... A497 90 
e i PUPGASULCOD atin 10. 243 67 
$4,361 17 


WE hereby certify that we have this day examined the 
foregoing Report, and find it correct, and each item pro- 
perly vouched for. 


ROBERT OURTIS, 1 4,7;:, 
WILLIAM ALLEN, ( 2%07S- 
February 18, 1868. 


22 


GENERAL REVIEW AND “SUGGESTIONS.” 


In view of the foregoing “detailed” statements con- 
cerning our public schools, it may not be unreasonable to 
conclude that, as a whole, they are in a good measure of 
prosperity, and steadily advancing to a higher stand. It 
is believed that the prospects now opening before them 
_are more encouraging than ever; and that there are sub- 
stantial tokens of increasing success in the future. 

The town, a year ago, made’ an essential change in the 
management of its schools by the abolition of the school 
districts, and the introduction of the municipal system ; 
and, with its accustomed liberality, voted to raise $4,000.00 
for the support of its common schools, and the establish- 
ment and maintenance of a Public High School—a sum 
one-third larger than that raised for education in any pre- 
vious year. This sum your Committee have earnestly 
aimed to apply, with strict economy and faithfulness, to 
the purposes for which it was appropriated. 

A cursory view of results under the new system has been 
given. It isnot our purpose here to discuss its merits. 
Tt cannot be expected by any candid person that all its 
superior advantages should be developed in a single year. 
Yet we can readily point to some of them that are already 
manifest. 

Though nothing further has been done in the grading of 
the common schools, owing to their distance from each 
other, yet all have been made of equal length. This has 
never been effected before. The most careful distribu- 
tion of school money has heretofore resulted in a very 
unequal apportionment of school privileges. 
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‘Not only has the length of schools been greater in the 
aggregate, but there has been an equality of length among 
them. Each common school in town has been’ continued 
thirty weeks, giving to all of them, with one exception, 
from two to four weeks more than they had last year. 
And is this a small benefit when we consider that the last 
weeks of the school year are confessediy much’ more 
valuable to regular attendants than’ the same number of 
weeks that precede ? | 

The municipal system will also equalize the burdens of 
building, repairing and furnishing school-houses. It will 
secure better teachers, as ‘a general rule—for the superin- 
tending Committee will have a wider circle of teachers and 
applicants to select from, and a better opportunity for 
adapting each to the situation in which he will be most 
likely to succeed. And if a mistake should be made, anda 
teacher prove incompetent, he can be quietly removed, 
and another and abler employed, when such a removal 
under the old system would be in imminent danger of 
fomenting a party contention productive of wider and more 
lasting evils than even the continuance ofa poor school. 
In a word, the new system, we’ believe, is pre- ominently 

calculated to secure the best schools, and to extend their 
benefits uniformly and equally to all parts of the town. | 

his isno mere fanciful speculation. The new system 
upon which we are now entering has been tried by more 
than one hundred cities and towns in the Commonwealth, 
comprising more than half the population, “and there is 
abundant evidence that their schools are in advance of the 
rest of the State.” And very few, if any, who have given 
ita fair experiment, have desired the restoration of the 
district system. Strong as are the’ arguments for the 
adoption of the town system, these facts are still stronger, 
and more conclusive. 
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The Public High School, established by the town at its 


last annual meeting, has been continued thirty-six weeks, 
in compliance with the statute which requires it to be in 
session at least nine months, in order to secure a renewal 
of our annual share (about $200.00) in the State fund, and 
other advantages to the town, which, it is believed, can- 
not be computed by gold. And itis worthy of honorable 
mention, that this measure is but carrying out the system 
of public schools as originally instituted by the Forefath- 
ers. In less than thirty years from their landing on Ply- 
mouth Rock, a law was passed by the Massachusetis Col- 
ony, requiring every town of one hundred families to main- 
tain a High School, with a teacher “ able to instruct youth 
so far as they may be fitted for the University.” <A fine of 
five pounds was inflicted on any town which refused to 
comply—and this was increased from time to time, till, in 
1718, it was thirty pounds. : 

It would evidently be a course unworthy the memory of 
our fathers, if, with means and facilities increased ten-fold 
compared with theirs, any town should refuse to furnish 
its five hundred families with that institution, which they, 
in their poverty and perils gave to every corporate hun- 
dred. | 

About one hundred towns have already established the 
High School as the legitimate head of the Free School sys- 
tem which has been bequeathed to us—and thus evinced 
a laudable purpose to withhold no desirable means in their 
power for its invigoration and efficiency—and to be not 
unworthy of’such an inheritance and such an ancestry. 

This town is now included in that number; and we be- 
lieve that this will constitute an era in the history of our 
schools which will be to them the source of peculiar and 
increasing benefits. 
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The number of pupils in attendance at the High School, 
during its three terms respectively, has been: Summer 61, 
Fall 59, Winter 65. 

The room previously occupied by District No. 1, for its 
highest school, has been found amply adequate for the ac- 
commodation of the Town High School. And considering 
the past year as the first of its operations, its character 
and prosperity, as we believe, have met the reasonable 
expectations of its patrons and the public. 

Difficulties incident to the opening may be expected to 
diminish as it proceeds; and, with thorough instruction 
and excellent discipline, and the support of an apprecia- 
tive community, we may anticipate its steady advance- 
ment in the future, to higher stages of prosperity and 
usefulness. Nothing contributes so highly to the enjoy- 
ing fully its benefits, as the attendance of pupils through 
a series of consecutive terms. But when, as is often the 
ease, the scholar attends one term, and then is removed 
for some other employment, his interest in study is much 
abated, and even if he return, his class having proceeded 
in advance of him, his courage for effort is lost. Such 
eases are also unfavorable to a systematic course of study 
and general progress in the school. If the injury inflicted 
by such a course were duly considered by parents and 
scholars, it is certain that it would be avoided, except in 
cases of imperious necessity. 

No period in life is so important for successful study as 
that to which the pupil has arrived who has gained an 
admission to the High School. He is in some respects 
peculiarly fitted to pursue an advanced course of intellec- 
tual training. And to be removed just as he has entered 
upon it, and has begun to perceive its importance to his 
success in the business of future life, is subjecting him to . 
a loss very deeply tobe deprecated. It is, doubtless, the 
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earnest desire of the town, as it is of the Committee, that 
the benefits of this, and all the other schools, which are 
free to all, should be fully appreciated and experienced. 

The transfer of a large proportion of the older scholars 
in town to the High School, has rendered it expedient in 
the view of the Committee, to employ female teachers to a 
much greater extent than formerly. We have taken pains 
in the selection of them, and for the most part have been 
fortunate. We have retained the well qualified until com- 
pelled to part with them by circumstances we could not 
control, and have displaced the incompetent when con- 
vinced that the best good of the school required it. Un- 
der the former system, the custom generally was to em- 
ploy a female teacher in the. Summer; and, however suc- 
cessful she might be, to remove her for a male teacher in 
the winter,—thus making frequent change the rule, with 
all its attendant evils. But the present system admits of 
the employment, as a general thing, of female teachers 
through all the terms of the year. And such teachers can 
be obtained as are in all respects qualified. 

We would not by any means be understood as under- 
valuing the services of male instructors. When well fit- 
ted, they will receive calls to important positions. But as 
competent females can at present be obtained for the com- 
mon schools at lower wages, economy in expending the 
school money requires their being engaged ; thus making 
longer schools for the same price. 

They are taking unusual pains to prepare soil es 
for the work. While the Normal and other Seminaries 
for training teachers are equally open to both sexes, there 
is a much larger proportion of young ladies than men in 
these schools. And with the same training, other things 
being equal, they are generally found to be the most suc- 
cessful—excelling in tact and skill in imparting instruc- 


tion. And even in respect to discipline, and: the main- 

tenance of general good deportment in school,. they: 
achieve, it is believed, quite as good an average success as 

the. sterner sex. And the fact that the proportion of. 
female teachers in the common schools throughout the: 
Commonwealth, has greatly increased within a few years, 

shows the high appreciation in which they are held by an 
enlightened public. 

But though there is not so much disproportion as for- 
merly between the compensation of male and female teach- 
ers, yet we think the time has come when still more> 
enlarged views should be entertained on this subject, and 
wages be awarded to teachers, whether ladies or: gentle- 
men, very much according to the known ability to impart 
instruction, and the degree of reputation as successful ed- 
ucators. 

The Committee have introduced into the schools, on: 
liberal terms, Guyot’s text book in Geography, which, we 
think, has relieved the study of some of the disadvantages 
that have attended it heretofore. It instructs the pupil 
by classifications, instead of crowding the memory with 
minor details, presenting its topics by words simple and 
suggestive, and in such away as to lead the learner to 
inquire, think, and narrate in some good degree, in lan- 
cuage of his own. The directions for constructing maps | 
are also specially excellent. 

It has been thought by many intelligent observers that 
an undue portion of time has beén generally devoted in 
past years to Arithmetic, and not enough tothe study of 
the English language. And it is but too true that many 
pupils are to be found striving to master the higher prin- 
ciples and processes of mathematics, who cannot speak 
and write their mother tongue correctly. While advanced: 
and difficult branches of Arithmetic might be useful-to ' 
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the professor of mathematics, a thorough acquaintance 
with the fundamental principles of the science might suf- 
fice for all practical purposes in the ordinary affairs of 
life—and thus much time be saved for the study of Gram- 
mar, and the construction of our language. This study is — 
as practical as any to which pupils are called—for all men 
have occasion to express their thoughts—and to do it 
with correctness and force is of the utmost importance to 
their scholarship and success, especially in a country like 
ours. Indeed, nothing is in more constant demand than 
the proper use of language. It apples to the every-day 
phraseology of the fireside, and the school-room, as well 
as the forum. 

A majority of Congress, it is said, “talk bad grammar, 
as also a majority of public school teachers.” It is not 
meant that they ave feeble in style, but that in mo- 
ments of free intercourse, they say: them things; it was 
not me, but they that done it; when does the court set? 
where does the vessel lay ? the man laid on the lounge, 
who did he send ?—et cetera. 

While there is a predominating preference for mathe- 
matical pursuits, and an increasing distaste for the study 
of language in our schools, how is this disparaging fea- 
ture in our literary communities to diminish? Special 
effort is demanded from committees, parents and teachers | 
to raise the standard in this branch of study; and to 
awaken an interest by its frequent application to the con- 
struction of sentences, m which the different parts of 
speech shall be indicated and correctly arranged. We 
might as well think of teaching Geography without maps, 
Geometry without diagrams, or Arithmetic without ex- 
amples, as Grammar without sentence-making. Some of 
our teachers have nobly evinced a practical conviction of 
this truth. F 
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In regard to School-houses, the Committee have felt 
authorized to make no expensive repairs, but only such as 
were sufficient for the comfort of the occupants for the 
time being. Perhaps all the houses might be thus con- 
tinued a while longer. | 

Passing by other topics on which we designed to speak, | 
but to which space does not allow an allusion, we have 
only to suggest that the Town cannot afford to retrench 
their expenditures for schools. There are very few pa- : 
rents, we apprehend, who will be content with less than 30 
weeks in the year for instruction, and more than 22 for 
vacations ; very few who do not wish their children well — 
trained and educated, so that they may successfully en- 
gage in the important pursuits of future life. But this 
cannot be done without employing teachers of eminent 
ability and worth. And such teachers, who have expend- 
ed much cost in preparing for the work, cannot be ob- — 
tained without a compensation that shall be remunerative. 
Sometimes with moderate wages an able teacher may be ~ 
obtained for a short time, or until he can procure, as he is ~ 
sure to do, a more lucrative situation. In this way, within 
the last few years, we have lost the services of valuable - 
teachers, simply because they could command higher com-- 
pensation elsewhere. The chief remedy for this is inlibe-‘ 
ral appropriations. 

That is an unwise policy which complains of the cost of 
education, without considering the value received in re- * 
turn. It is, indeed, indispensable that the young be train-- - 


ed to labor with the hands. But when this is done to the - - 


exclusion of intellectual training, a great wrong is. inflict- 
ed, for which no material gains could ever compensate, -‘ 
Besides, it is labor, enlightened and made skillful by learn-.. : 
ing, that receives by far the highest wages. And supply- 
ing liberally to all the young the means of a good educa- 
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tion;—such an education as is contemplated and designed 
in the public schools under the best teachers,—schools 
founded and fostered on the principles of Christianity,— 
most. efficiently promotes. even all the pecuniary interests 
of the Town. Good schools attract and retain in the town 
intelligent citizens. Those who desire a good education 
for their children, are induced to make it a place. of resi- | 
dence. The effect of this will be to raise the value of 
houses and. lands and manufactories.. This is well under- - 
stood by many sellers of such property ; and when it is 
advertised, they are careful to add that it is in the imme- 
diate vicinity of excellent schools. 

But it is not the pecuniary value of true education 
which is the most important. It is indispensable to our 
social, political, and moral interests. As our precious in- 
stitutions were defended from the onslaught of the late 
lawless rebellion, through the intelligent convictions, the 
enlightened. bravery and skill of those who had been train- 
ed in public schools, so it.is only by the support of a vig- 
orous system of free education, diffusing intelligence and 
virtue among the youthful masses, that these imstitutions 
can be preserved and perpetuated. They can be. safe only 
so long as the people, with unremitting diligence and zeal, 
make: provision for the mental and moral training of those . 
to whose charge they are soon to be intrusted. 

To extend a liberal hand, therefore, for the support, in- | 
vigoration and advance of the public schools, is to sub- 
serve, the most surely and the most efficiently, all the great 
interests of every individual of the town, and the future 
well-being of the country. It is wielding a power more 
mighty and beneficent than that of statesmen, and gene- 
rals, and all the machinery of the eivil government. 


SCHOOL REGULATIONS. 


Src. 1.—There shall be three Terms in the year, if town 
appropriations permit, and each term shall open and close 
at the times appointed and notified by the School Com- 
mittee, provided that all Public Schools, excepting the 
High School, shall be the same in length. | 


Szc. 2.—Each school shall be kept three hours in the ° 
forenoon and three hours in the afternoon, each day 
through the term, excepting Saturdays, Sundays, Fourth 
of July, Thanksgiving-day, Christmas-day, Twenty-second 
of February, and Fast-day. Each school shall begin at 9 
o'clock, A. m., and at 1 o clock, Pp. M., except as otherwise 
specially permitted by the Committee. 


Src. 3.—Teachers shall be allowed to take one half-day 
each term, to visit any other schools, and one day to at- 
tend each meeting of the Plymouth County Teachers’ ' 
Association. 


Sec. 4.—No other days shall be granted for the suspen- 
sion of any school, except on account of sickness, or other 
special reason, and then only with the permission, of the 
Committee. 


Sec. 5.—It shall be the duty of the teachers.to be pres- 
ent at their respective school-rooms each morning, ji/teen 
minutes before the time fixed for the opening of the school. 


Sec. 6.—The morning exercises of all the schools shall 
commence with reading a portion of the Scriptures ; and 
the Committee recommend that the reading be followed 
by prayer. 


Src. 7.—The teachers of the several schools shall habit- 
ually inculcate good morals, good manners, and personal 
neatness ; shall carefully inspect the conduct. of their 
scholars, both in and out of school, or while going to the 
same and returning home; shall prevent, so far as possi- 
ble, profanity and falsehood, vulgarity, and every wicked 
and disgraceful practice among the scholars, on or near 
the school premises; and shall on every suitable occasion 
impress upon them the principles of truth and virtue. ~ 
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Src. 8.—Good and wholesome discipline, as well as thor- 
ough instruction, must be maintained by every teacher. 
And it shall be the aim of every teacher to inflict corporal 
punishment only when all other proper means have failed ; 
and each teacher shall keep a record of all instances of in- 
flicting corporal punishment, for the imspection of the 
Committee—such record not to be preserved after the 
close of the term. : 


Sec, 9.—For violent and gross opposition to authority, 
persisted in, the teacher may suspend a pupil from school, 
and shall immediately inform the parent or guardian of 
the child, also the Visiting Committee of the school; and 
the Committee shall, as soon as may be, inquire into the 
cause of such suspension, and determine the condition on 
which the pupil may be reinstated. | 


Sec. 10.—In the Primary Schools there shall be two re- 
cesses each half day, of ten minutes each; and in each of 
the other schools there shall be one recess each half day, 
of fifteen minutes, including the time occupied in the pu- 
pils’ going out and returning to theirseats. Andno pupil 
shall be deprived of his recess, though he may, as a pun- 
ishment, be made to take it separately from the school. 


Sec. 11.—All teachers shall use their best endeavors to 
secure the regular and punctual attendance of each schol- 
ar; and in case of absence or tardiness, shall require a 
satisfactory excuse. 


Src. 12.—The teachers shall prescribe such rules in re- 
spect to the floors, desks, yards, entries and outbuildings 
connected with their school-houses, as to insure their be- 
ing kept in a neat and proper condition ; they shall exam- 
ine them as often as is necessary for this purpose, and 
shall be responsible for the enforcement of rules of neat- 
ness and cleanliness on their premises. 


Src. 13.—It shall be the duty of the teachers to give 
daily and careful attention to the proper ventilation and 
temperature of the school rooms. 


Src. 14.—Every pupil who shall injure or deface any 
school property, whether fence, trees, building, or furniture, 
shall be reported immediately by the teacher to the Visit- 
ing Committee, and held lable to pay for the full amount 
of damage done. 

Src. 15.—No scholar assigned to one school shall be 
allowed to become a member of another, without the spe- 
cial permission of the Committee. 
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Src. 16.—The teachers of the High School shall require 


of all the scholars an exercise in composition, or a written 
narrative on some subject, once in four weeks; and reci- 
tations by the Misses, and declamations by the Masters, 
alternately, once each fortnight. No pupil to be excused 
except by the written or verbal request of the parent or 
guardian. 

Src. 17.—At the close of each term, each teacher shall 
give a written account of the work performed by each 
class, to be placed in the hands of the Committee, to be 
reported by them, as they shall see fit. 


Sec. 18.—No teacher shall receive pay for his services 
until the Register of his school, properly completed, shall 
be returned to the Committee. 


Sec. 19.—It shall be the duty of every teacher in the 
Public Schools to become familiar with these Regulations, 
and to see that such as come within their province are 
strictly enforced. 


Src. 20.—No teacher shall introduce for daily recitation 
any text book not on the authorized. list, without the spe- 
cial permission of the Committee. 


Src. 21.—Qualifications for passing from a lower to a 
higher grade. From Primary School to Intermediate : 
Reading well in Third Reader, with Punctuation and Spell- 
ing. Primary Arithmetic completed. Primary Geogra- 
phy to United States. Writing large and small letters. 


From Intermediate to Grammar and High School. Read- 
ing well in Fourth Reader. Spelling, oral and written, in 
words of three syllables. Haton’s Arithmetic, as far as 
Decimal Fractions. Geography of the World, and of the 
United States in particular. Parts of speech, in simple 
prose sentences. 


All which is respectfully submitted, 


FRANCIS C. WILLIAMS, 
EDMUND W. NUTTER, 


Committee. 


_ BAALIS SANFORD, School 
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hele OWNS 


OF THE 


TOWN OFFICERS, 


EAST BRIDGEWATER, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1869. 


EAST BRIDGEWATER : 
J. BURRELL, PRINTER, “NEWS” OFFICE. 
£369; 


4 yawns, “Je sanndll 
i sigs GO idavded 


REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN. 


The Selectmen of the Town of East Bridgewater sub- 
mit for consideration their Annual Report of the Financial 
Condition of the Town, with the Receipts and Expenditures, 


for the year ending March 1, 1869. 


od 


STATE AID, 


Paid from March 1, 1868, to March 1, 


Arthur H. Brown, . : z 
Eunice 8. Bryant, _ : Z 
George A. Edson, : : i 
Harriet Eddy, . - s : 
John Flynn, : : : ; 
Sarah B. Gould, - 2 é . 
Betsey A. Hale, - : : 4 
Mary Hudson, - : : : 
Sarah C. Hudson,- -~— - ‘ 
Susan HE. Hall, - Ee 
Charles L. Jones, : 4 : 
Deborah O. Jones, - s 
Lois M. Keen, - - - 


Amount carried forward, 


- 


- $48 
“4.99 OG 

6 
cs ae 
chet GH 
et as 
ate 
anaes 
hos 
Seoiean 
a ie 
ae 4 (: 
spunea 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


$762 


00 


4 


Amount brought forward, 5762 00 


Sarah C. Kingman, : . - : . 96 00 
Amos Morse, - “ - - . - . 66 00 
Harriet F. McCarter, - . - - . . 80 00 
Lucy A. Morris, - . : - : - - 48 00 
Mary Reardon, - . . : : oily A 80 00 
Mary 8. Ripley, - okie . . . - 48 00 
Lydia A. Sylvester, = - . . . . . 48 00 
Daniel W. Tribou, . . - - : - T2 00 © 
Thankful O. Trow, . : - . - . 42 00 
Rachel B. Underwood, - : - . : . 96 00 
Eldridge Winsor, - . eri 4G = sini wave 72 00 
Elizabeth White, - "ad ie - : - . 28 00 
Nehemiah White, - . . ; : : . 16 50 
William Wilder, - F ; : : ; Lp BOECe 
$1,590 50 
Amount paid in January and February, 1868, _—- 279 00 
$1,869 50 
Amount of State Aid due from the State, - - $1,869 50 


REPAIRS OF HIGHWAYS. 


At the Annual Meeting, the town voted that the sum of 
$2,500 be expended on the highways, in repairs, under the 
direction of the Highway Surveyors; and the Assessors 
were directed to apportion the same to the several highway 
districts, with the amount of each tax-payer’s proportion of 
the same, —- each tax-payer to have the privilege of paying 
the same in labor; the several Highway Surveyors to certify 
to the Assessors, on or before the fifteenth day of August, 
the amount thus paid in labor by each individual. And the 
Selectmen were directed to pay the unexpended balance, if 
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any, to the several Surveyors, when the same has been ex- 
pended on the highways under their direction. 


Districts. Surveyors. Proportion. Highway cred. Cash from Treas. 
No. 1.— Leonard Hill, $287 26 $187 28 $99 98 
“ 62.—I.N. Nutter, 204 19 169 65 34 54 
“¢ 3.— Charles H. Goss, 149 28 111 47 37 81 
“ -4,— Hid. Y. Hayward, 108 11 81 OT 27 04 
« d.— Francis Hayward, 51 62 32 43 19.19 
“6. — Jacob Bates, 149 00 103 04 45 96 
«« 7.—Jos. A. Steingardt, 64 54 58 02 6 52 
“« 8.— David Pratt, 125 73 101 25 24 48 
“¢ ~9.— John B. Porter, 91 58 53 99 37 59 
“ 10.—- George W. Harden, 82 33 172.95 9 38 
 11.— Bb. F. Ellis, 112 90 107 O01 5 89 


© 12.— A. 8. Churchill, 402 59 243 26 159 33 
*'13.— Abbot T. Hewitt,- 163 51 , 131 17 32 34 


14. — Kliab Latham, 65 91 65 91 ---- 
“ 15. — Martin Parris, | 46. 20 46 20 ---- 
« 16.—Jas. R. Whitmarsh, 38 82 oO OL 2 91 
“ 17,—Sidney Allen, 96 90 176 49 20 41 
“ 18.—S. W. Richmond, 34 90 20 66 14 24 


“ 19.—N. Southworth, 224 63 204 11 20 52 


eee ne ees (ores ee 


$2500 00 $1,901 87 $598 13 


Paid for repairs: of Highways by Surveyors of 1867, $50 06 


BUILDING AND REPATRING ROADS, BRIDGES, AND 
CULVERTS, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE 


SELECTMEN. 
Paid Orrin Parris, for labor on roads, - - : $6 50 
“  JTsane Washburn, for labor on roads, - - 5 70 
See. dllis, icin Sty = RE pst : it 2 00 


Amount carried forward, $14 20 


Amount brought forward, $14 20 

_ Paid E. W. Barrows, for labor on road, - . 5 40 
“ Alfred Griffin, ci lit i, - 4 40 
«Jacob Folsom, SSO erties Shas et 4 00 
pmeara ww hitmarsns fs otto en = 23 25 
pmeratrick Uarrollyntin. ou hee . 17 00 
Pei rancis Hayward; foc ft ar ht 152 55 
we Waldo Haywards) ia) tease . 81 80 
PMA ry sr Uriay iy ct et oor Fe eke . . 39 25 
“Alonzo Sharp, Sal arr onan abate . 37 50. 
Be TRNNG rift SI, AVE Re 10 a bat eee pega Mae eats “ 66 590 
Us BAF Bel. 1- ke ARR re i, . 32 00 
“ Caleb Goss, Son Ais Wich NN - . 17 50 
Pe RAGNAROS A muveT rl uel 6) Seles - . 9 50 
«J. Hearnon, Ue GURL wth) uly Aa : - 14 00 
PN Bl tatee taoneny sf kare Cieusl iy: - - 17 00 
BRA AG, OTR ING -egiter ce th ue Eee : . 49 20 
boa batrick (Oromo ye if. 06 yEnc) : ° 8 75 
Se DA rilO 5, INOGDAD Hare arta liver luna - . 44 40 
Be WV ADE LLO Wr buss te we kote gon . ° 22 80 
Se Michael Woonamentt. tba att ots . - 8 75 
aaa ov IGM | tstiecs hn es . . 22 75 
Paps AOS HICK ON ter On lt phi Min Rie - : 82 21 
LANE ec LAMPE ies" toe menue = tes . . 10 00 
“ §. Dyer, 2d, a elie tS 2 Bee a . . 25 00 
poveMichwel sarin ii tien Sri Rr rare’ : : 17 35 
«J. Donahoe, aS Teg Gn Ne en : . 17 25 
PaMIererial Wun Tass - . 29 50 
SPO TLLCHATORM tao Tlty coors! ier ae . 32 40 
“ §. Thompson & Co., for labor on ee . 12 75 
‘© H.D. Brackett, be dbase Sat 09 0 hs ta : 11 38 
“Michael O’Brien, ees. Shichst ti ees . 4 80 
a3 O’Brien, (6 a (a9 “ i % 7 85 
Amount carried forward, $952 99 
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Paid Eben. Whitmarsh, for labor on roads, 


Amount brought forward, 


Jacob Bates, CON Ch = Ue eee 

Galen Willis, BEES CES OEE ch ae 
ectcevw. Harden 6" f6 0") 1 an 
Eliab Latham, MLE ALA ee 3 
Almon Gurney, os yh CORSE AOE I : 
B. H. Fisher, so thet eee ae E 
Elijah T; Clark, é éé Gb ie: 


Warden of Almshouse, for labor on roads, - 


$915 


99 


14 00 


5 
79 
16 

9 

9 
21 
10 

217 


Kliab Latham, for labor on bridges and culverts, 10 


A. C. Jackson, a « et NGC 
Dyer & Stetson, « « 66 ‘6 
Isaac Washburn, “ Ky a “ 
Charles H. Goss, “ é6 6 rt 
Hlijab L. Clark, se « «“ é 


James R. Whitmarsh, for labor on a he 
and culverts, . - 

Hbenezer Wiitearoh ie eae on hideae 
and culverts, - 

Sidney Beslvrd for ange on Heitiates and 
culverts, : - 

Jacob Bates, for labor on bridoee at 
culverts, . - - - : 


James 8. Tage for labor on pce and 
culverts, - - - - 


Walter 8. Hooper, for aber on vee and 
culverts, . - 

Caleb Goss, for taber on idee ee 
culverts, : : . - 
Simeon mighaand) ree Labiee on bridges 


and culverts, - . . : : 
Jeremiah inh for labor on bridges and 
- culverts, : ale. f= : at eee 


Amount carried forward, 


24 
136 
4) 
13 
6 


35 


48 


1 


82 


80 
05 
50 
25 
00 
00 
25 
50 
00 
25 
00 
00 
(i) 
50 


00 


00 


80 


60 


00 


00 


25° 


25 


00 


$1,714 


74 


Amount brought von d, 


Paid Thomas G. Stetson, for labor on bridges 


and culverts, - - - - . - 
Samuel Dyer, 2d, for labor on bridges and 
culverts, - . - é e 
Henry Oaen for labor on ridges and 
culverts, - - . 


KE. Carver Co., for labor on » bridges ane / 


culverts, - - - - 
I. N. Nutter, for labor on bridges ar 

culverts, - - - - - - 
Warden of Almshouse, for labor on bridges 

and culverts, - - . . - . 
Charles A. Latham, lumber for bridges, 
Galen Latham, af rf ‘ - 
Eliab Latham, et 4 4 : 
Samuel F. White, as ‘s - 
Charles H. Goss, S “ “ - 
Henry Gurney, : ‘ kk . 
E. Carver Co., js ss! iF : 
Clarkson W. Richards, uinber for bridges, 
S. Richards, lumber ana stone for bridges, 
Henry G. Hill, for stone for bridges, 
Tednc atoms stg tee : : 
DW ibbt, te eset ay 
William E. Whitman: for stone for padeae 
S. W. Richmond, for stone for bridges, - 


Asa T. Whitman’ Ma Tt aay «“ . 
Josiah BE. Noyes, © “ .& a“ : 
Solomon*Young, © © « “ A 


Clarkson W. Richards, for stone for bridges, 
Rogers & Sheldon, iron-work for bridges, 


Charles H. Goss, &“ ie yee 6 


Amount carried forward, 


— 


— 


bo 
COnwm o> — Pp & I 


bo 


Amount brought forward, $2,496 17 
Paid Joseph Morse, iron-work for bridges, . 4 00 
“ Rogers & Sheldon, cinder for roads, - 25 00 
“ 8. G. Alden, gravel for roads, - : 25 00 
“Asa T. Whitman, gravel for roads, - - 5 23 
“ Nicholas Wade, SEP pt ty bee as : - 5 25 
“  Ehab Latham, nA RANE tS Wir - - 4 00 
Via NW. brench, so astra et ae - . 4 60 
$2,569 25 

Appropriation, - : - - - . 1,500 00 
Over appropriation, - . . - - $1,069 25 


CLEARING THE ROADS FROM SNOW. 


Dist. No. Leonard Hill, Surveyor, $11 27 
at I. N. Nutter, ff 15 45 
Pam. Charles H. Goss, “ 17 36 


Ed. Y. Hayward, Surveyor, 21 68 
Francis Hayward,  “ 14 96 


90 SI on go pO 


Bt ae Jacob Bates, ‘: 18 28 
ja? Beate J. A. Steingardt, 13 82 
ete David Pratt, . 39 60 


é “ 9. John B. Porter, 43 41 00 
« " «10. George W. Harden, “ 25 69 


en ete. EY Ellis, % 32 50 
Pe 12. ALS. Cliurchill, i 30 00 
pee 13. - A. T. Hewitt, “ 30 83 
“6 14, . Eliab Latham, é§ 11 00 
fe /! 15. “Martin Patris; - 33 87 ; 


—& 16, James R. Whitmarsh, “ 11 00 


& 


Amount carried forward, $368 30 


10 


Amount brought forward, 
Dist. No.17.. Sidney Allen, Surveyor, 15 21 


ee Over. Wasichmond, y 5 24 
oe... N.South worth: : 23 13 
Paid §S. G. Alden, Surveyor, for remov- 
ing snow in 1867, - : - $98 47 
‘‘ Stephen Harlow, Surveyor, for 
removing snow in 1867,- - 56 09 
“Henry Gurney, Surveyor, for re- 


moving snow, in 1867, - - 26 50 


Total amount expended for removing snow, : 
Appropriation, : - : : : 


Over appropriation, 


BOUNTIES TO SOLDIERS. 


Paid Edward E. Edson, “ hs E 
“Allen P. Eddy, - . ‘ “ : é 
“ John Carroll, . oi ie se : 


Appropriation, - - : 2 , 


$368 30 


43 58 


181 06 


$592 94 
300 00 


$292 94 


$125 00 
125 00 
125 00 


$375 00 
345 00 


__—— 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES AND ABATEMENT OF 


11 


TAXES. 


Paid Avery & Cave, for Be Town Report 


$6 


46 


%6 


of 1867, - ‘ P ‘ 
T. R. Marvin & Son, iss printing blanks, 1867, 
Jarvis Burrell, ae es bs 
I. N. Nutter, for paying tax in Hanson, 
‘ , “ repairs on Town House, 
H. A. Vosmos, for painting Almshouse, 
Leonard H. Hayward, for damage to car- 
riage by defect in highway, - : - 
Joshua T. Ryder, for damage to carriage, 
by defect in highway, - : : - 
Ezra 8. Whitmarsh, for services as Modera- 
tor of Town Meeting, - - - 
Thos. Rogers, for services as Liquor Agent, 
Sidney Packard, for services as Sexton, 
Hector O, A. Orr, use of hall, - . - 
I, N. Nutter, expenses of hiring money 
and paying town bonds, - - - 
Jacob A. Rogers, for care stationery, and 


postage, - . - : - 
Jacob Bates, books, blanks, and stationery, 
s “railroad fare, . - . 
Pek « postage and revenue stamps, 
: ‘s"_ express, . - : . 
‘f “ use of horse and carriage, 
Eliab Latham, “ “ athe po , 


Charles H. Goss, use of horse and carriage, 


George A. Wheeler, use of horse and 
carriage, ; ioe eat) as 


Amount carried forward, 


$166 
5 
10 


46 
38 


50 
50 
00 
57 
92 
89 


50 


00 


00 
00 
80 
00 


00 


19 
13 
80 
92 
10 
00 
50 


00 


10 


$517 


02 


12 


Amount brought forward, $517 02 
Paid George A. Wheeler, postage, atabionery, 
and railroad fare, - - : 2 00 
“ Edmund W. Nutter, for use of ities nu | 
carriage, - . - . - : 10 00 
“ Francis C. Williams, for use of horse and 
carriage, : - ; : - - 32 00 
“ sundry individuals, for abatement of taxes, 54 18 
“ HE. 8. Whitmarsh, Collector, for abatement 
of taxes, - : - - vi : - 38 OT 
“ HK. S. Whitmarsh, for collection of taxes, 215 42 
$868 69 
Appropriation, - : : - : 800 00 
Over appropriation, - : . - $68 69 


TOWN OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES. 


APPROPRIATION, $1,000.00. 
Paid George Bryant, for services as Selectman 


in 1867, - : SM fe : - : $19 45 
« Baalis Sanford, for services as School Com- , 

mittee in 1867, . - : : - 9 00 
“ §. G. Alden, for services as Committee on 

Roads, in 1867, ri Pe akan S SOA ER Tee en ae 3 00 
‘ Ezra Kingman, for services as Committee 

on Appraisal of Schvol-houses, in 1866, - 5 00 
“ Jacob Bates, for services as Selectman, -— 105 00 
 FEliab Latham, “ te i hoe - 49 00 
Chas. H. Goss, iy r- 28 00 
« Jacob Bates, for services as Assessor, : 116 00 
« Eliab Latham, “ eaamiers = ae . 78 00 
“Chas. H. Goss, “ ms “ Spit - 22 00 


Amount carried forward, $434 45 
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Amount brought forward, $434 45 

Paid Jacob Bates, for services as Overseer of the 
Foor! »)- “a ae aN HL SI 24 00 

* Hliab Latham, for services as Overseer of 
the Poor, : - 4 ° 14 00 

* Charles H, Goss, for & services as Overseer 
of the Poor, - : : : : 8 00 

“ Edmund W. Nutter, for services as School 
Committee, 2 L . . . 43 75 

“ Francis C. Williams, for services as School 
Committee, : : : 5 : “ 81 50 

“ George A. Wheeler for services as School 
Committee, - F : 5 . 61 00 
& Jacob A Recor for services as Town Clerks, 45 65 
“¢ T. N. Nutter, sé “ ‘“ Treasurer, - 75 00 
4° Sidney Packard, “ “Constable, - 36 25 
4“ Wm. M. Judkins, “ = Bs , 15 00 
$838 60 


Less appropriation, - . - ° - 161 40 


$1,000 00 


RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 


Paid for State aid to families, -  - . - $1,590 50 
“ for repairing highways, under the direction 


of Highway Surveyors, - - 2,550 06 
“© for building and repairing rong biden | 
and culverts, under the rere of the 
Selectmen, and materials for the same, - 2,569 25 
‘¢ for removing snow, -  .- = - , 592 94 


ee 


Amount carried forward, = $7,302 75 
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Amount brought forward, 


Paid for incidental expenses and abatement of 

taxes, - : - - - - 
for town officers and committees, . 
“bounties to soldiers, - - . 


re 
66 


66 


a 


Gh 


be 


oc 


te 


4 


é¢ 


6 


é 


‘“‘ expenses of poor out of Almshouse, 


3 “« in Almshouse, 


=< 


for school-houses and other property of the 


several school districts, - . 


for support of schools and school inci- 


dentals,  - - : : - 


$7,302 75 


868 69 
838 60 
375 00 
1,320. 85 
627 26 


11,523 94 
4,829 15 


——— 


$27,686 24 


ESTIMATE OF EXPENSES FOR 1869. 


For support of schools, — - : : 


school incidentals, : ; : 
building roads, bridges, and culverts 
repairs on same, : m a 
removing snow, - - : : 
support of the poor, - A 


, and 


- 


incidental expenses and abatement of taxes, 
payment of town officers and tage ta : 


discount on taxés, - - 
payment of town debts and interest, 


$4,500 00 
500 00 


4,500 00 
300 00 
2,000 00 
900 00 
900 00 
1,000 00 
4,000 00 


ne 


$18,600 00 


15 


LIABILITIES AND ASSETS OF THE TOWN. 


LIABILITIES. 
Town Bonds,due April 1st, 1870, —- - - $2,500 00 
Ay Se abate LS Tay uy - - 2,500 00 
ag rey | BurvatelL ST Diet i : - 2,500 00 
f [Si ech Sa paket. 1 Sil3ih be : - 2,500 00 
if ee Uct ry ist, FS Ta aies.- - - 2,000 00 
¢ Be ttt Sta LS TA bh as tae . 500 00 
: Pea ceed A tag ba Hig ve . - 1,800 00 
:: Petes oriist.. LS cae ile - = 1,900 00 
44 a ete betel BO i techies ilo wen OOO OG 
$17,800 00 
Interest on Town Bonds, due April Ist, 1869, - 534 70 
Outstanding Reimbursement Notes and Interest, 10 35 
Due County Treasurer, - - . : - 437 50 
Outstanding orders, - : - . milan 129 92 
Unsettled accounts (estimated), . . - 150 00 
$19,062 47 

ASSETS, 

Due from B. R. Alden, Collector, 1864, _ - . $124 00 
ff State for State Aid, - : . - 1,869 50 
ef Town of Duxbury, - - . - 5 00 
Meawunirrossury, 2° = Di ih ee ZT ene 
$4,132 22 
Total indebtedness of the town, - - - $14,930 25 
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TOWN MEETING. 


Copy of Articles in the Warrant for the Annual Meeting, 
to be held March 15, 1869, at 1 o’clock, p.m. 


_ Arr. 1.—'To choose a Moderator, to preside in said meeting. 
Arr. 2. — To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing year. 


Art. 3. — To hear the Reports of the Town Officers and Committees who 
are to report at this meeting, and act thereon. 


Arr. 4 —To determine the manner of repairing the highways and 
bridges, the ensuing year. 


Art. 5.—To raise and appropriate such sums of money as may be 
necessary to pay all Town charges, and such sums as may be thought 
proper, to pay Town debts and interest, the ensuing year. 


Art. 6.— To see what method the Town will adopt for the collection 
of taxes for the ensuing year. 


Art. 7.— To see if the Town will authorize their Collector to use all 
means for the collection of taxes, which a Town Treasurer may use when 
appointed Collector. 


Art. 8. — To see if the Town will authorize their Treasurer to borrow 
money in anticipation of. taxes. 


Arr. 9. — To see if the Town will vote to build a school-house i in Kast- 
ville, and make an appropriation for the same. 


Arr. 10. — To tee if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to purchase 
_ the undivided portion of the school-house, situated near the house of 
Waldo Hayward, belonging to the town of West Bridgewater, or to make 
any other arrangement with the Selectmen of said Town in relation to the 
same, which may be deemed for the interest of the Town. 


Art. 11. — To act on a list of Jurors, as reported by the Selectmen. 
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LIST OF JURORS. 


The following is a list of jurors, for the consideration of 
the town, to be acted uponat the Annual Meeting, March 15, 


1869 :— _ 
Henry Allen, 
Charles H. Brown, 
Edward W. Barrows, 
Irving Bates, 
Elijah L. Clark, 
Luther Churchill, Jr., 
Warren K. Charchill, 
Lemuel Dunbar, 
Pliny Edson, 
Edward F. Field, 
William G. Field, 
Caleb Goss, 
Charles Griggs, 
Edward P. Gurney, 
Albert Harden, 
Edward Y. Hayward, 
Francis Hayward, 
Henry G. Hill, 
John Hobart, 
Theodore Hobart, 
William B. Hall, 
William W. Hersey, 
Freedom Keith, 
Nathan Kingman, 2d, 
Samuel Keith, 


Zebina Keith, 

A. Harris Latham, 
Samuel Luzarder, 
Frederic C. Mann, 
David Pratt, 

J. Henry Potter, 
John B. Porter, 
Mark Phillips, 
Martin Parris, 
Philander P. Pratt, 
Quincy Reed, 
Wales Rogers, 
William Ramsdell, 
Charles J. Smith, iy 
James N. Sweeting, 
Martin Sumner, 
Minot C. Shaw, 
Nahum B. Smith, 
Josep! Vinton, 
Benjamin Ward, 
Benjamin M. White, 
Kleazer Whitman, 
George A. Wright, 
John Waterman. 


We desire to suggest, that, hereafter, the financial year shall - 
close on the first day of February,in each year; thus leaving 
greater time for the settlement of accounts, and for making, 
printing, and distributing the Annual Reports of the various 


town officers. 


om 


We also desire to say that the Guide-Boards in this town 
are in very poor condition, needing extensive repairs, or re- 
newals, to place them in conformity to the statutes on that , 
subject. 


ELIAB LATHAM, of 


JACOB BATES, Selectmen 
CHARLES H. GOSS, East Bridgewater. 


East Bripcewater, Feb. 28, 1869. 


ASSESSORS’ DEPARTMENT. 


In compliance with a vote of the town at the last Annual 
Meeting, the School Committee completed the appraisal of 
the property of the several school districts, adjusted all mat- 
ters relating to the same, and certified to the Selectmen that 
the following was the amount of the property of each district, 
and the amount due from the town to each district, after the 
payment of its liabilities : — 


Appraisal of Property. Debts of Districts. Amt. due from Town 


Dist. No. 1. $5,927 45 $1,050 00 G4,877 45 
aise a 259 61 me 259 61 
CEES 880 18 114 51 7165 67 
CP elie BROTE ee) 1,889 75 
a aes 441 60 Bos 441 -60 
Ear ast SoG 705 32 setae 705 32 
ee To NTA LAR es 3 1,014 46 
« «10, 364 00 10 00 354 00 
Loamacina BS 41 57 Ue 41 57 

$11,523 94 $1,174 51 $10,349 43 


Taxes for the year, which are as follows : — 
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By direction of the town, the whole amount thus certified 
was added to the Appropriations and the State and County 


For purchase of school-houses and district prop- 


erty, - - : . - - - $11,523 
support of schools, - - . - - - 4,000 
school incidentals, - . . - - 300 
support of poor, - - + . . - 1,500 
repairs of highways, - -: - . . - 2,500 
building and repairing roads and bridges, - 1,500 
removing snow, - . - . - . 300 
payment of town debts and interest, - - 3,700 
payment of town officers and committees, - | 1,000 
payment of bounties to soldiers, - > 375 
incidental expenses and abatement of taxes, 800 
discount on taxes, - . - - - 1,000 
State tax, - : - . : . - 2,840 
County tax, - . - : seks isle RAT es My Ob 
* overlaying on tax, - . : : - 164 


$33,775 


94 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
73 
41 


08 
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VALUATION FOR 1868. 


Real Estate assessed, : ° 4 J 
Personal Hstate assessed, - — - : : 


Number of Polls, 824. 


Increase in Real Estate, — - “ . 
f' ‘‘ Personal Estate, = - 


‘Total increase in estates, - - - 


Increase in Polls, 8. 


« 


Tax on 824 polls, at $2.00 each, - 
— &  & E1127,204.00, at a 85 on the $1, 000, 
Gain by fractions, - : : 


Deduct dividend to school districts, - : 
Subsequently assessed, — - : 4 


Highway credit, Pk ae Aen: 2 


Total amount committed for collection, 


$845,067 00 
282.137 00 


$1,127,204 00 


$13,381 00 
24,672 00 


$38,053 00 


$1,648 00 
32,125 31 
177 


$33,775 08 
10,349 43 
$23,425 65 

18 40 


$23,444 05 
1,901 87 


$21,542 18 
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The dividend to the several School Districts is as follows: 


No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 10. 
No. 11. 


Soe ae eee 


No. of Polls. Amt. of Taxes. 
334 $13,382 34 
62 2,250 94 
76 3,606 80 
111 5,474 74 
60 1,869 86 
66 3,028 15 
62 2,507 10 
50 1,483 04 
3 222 11 
824 $33,775 08 


Number of acres of land taxed, 


6é 


6 


dwelling-houses taxed, 


horses 
oxen 
cows 
sheep 


swine 


FEBRUARY 28, 1869. 


JACOB BATES, 
ELIAB LATHAM, 
CHARLES H. GOSS, 


Rate of Dividend. 
$0.36446+- 
115474 
212284. 
4517+ 
23616+ 
232994 
40463 
.24702+ 
8715+ 


Amt. of Dividend. 


$4,877 45 


259 61 
765 67 
1,889 75 
441 60 
705 32 
1,014 46 
354 00 
41 37 


$10,349 43 


11,107 
513 
288 

52 
401 
21 
260 


Selectmen. 
of 
Kast Bridgewater. 
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DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 


ALMSHOUSE ACCOUNT. 


Dr. 
To Inventory, Feb. 29, 1868, - - $2,306 66 
“ Salary of Warden, from March 1, 
1868, to April 1, 1868, - - 22 92 
“ Salary of Warden, from April 1, 
1868, to March 1, 1869, . 297 92 
“ Dr. 8. A. Orr, for medical attend- 
ance, - - - “ “ 25 00 
“ Cash from Town Treasury, - 1,209 82 
— $3,862 32 
| Oa 
By Inventory, Feb. 28, 1869, - - $2,736 52 
_ Cash paid into the Town Treasury, 498 54 
Welrcerets 3,235 06 
Cost of supporting the poor at the house, - . $627 26 
Whole number of paupers during the year, - 14 
Average number of paupers during the year, 94 
Present number at Almshouse, - -_— - 11 
Number of travellers lodged, -  - - 26° 
Average cost per week for support, - = - $1.22.7 


In the amount drawn from the Town Treasury on account 
of the Almshouse is included the sum of $96.90, which was 
paid for supplies furnished the Almshouse prior to February 
29,1868. As a partial offset to this, the remainder of the 
wood cut on the Whitmarsh lot — estimated, February 28, 
1869, at $55.00-— has been transferred to the Almshouse 
account, and included in the inventory; leaving the actual cost 
of supporting the poor at the Almshouse, $585.36, and the 
average cost per week for support, $1.14.3 for the present 
financial year. 
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PRESENT INMATES OF THE HOUSE. 


Harriet F. Parris, - : 2 ‘ ‘ 33 years of age. 
Lewis Chamberlain, - é 7 : ‘ FF cp a NO 
James M. Gurney, - : é 2 : BL ee ee 
Winslow C. Bailey, - , B : < SG. bi ee 
Ard Edson, ‘To ae ; ie % GA TL bea St 
Calvin Eaton, - - : : : : EQ hie gemeniee 
Samuel Snell, - - d : g : STM eetese ss Gees 5 
Polly Herrick, - — - ‘ : : E aa ode AR Ee 
Rachel A. Phelps, - Ms : a é Pcl. S0n7 nck 
Anna M. Phelps, - : : . f RENE Sie A 
Samuel Carter, - z A 2 % PB Une Ree. im 


DISCHARGED FROM THE HOUSE DURING 
YHAR. 


Reuben Shaw, 
James B. Young, 
George W. Osborne. 


EXPENSES OUT OF THE HOUSE. 


Paid for support of Mie L. P. Osborne and 
children, - - - 
“ for support of Mrs. fens Keith, Jr., as 
children, - - 
“for support of Mrs: M. ©. fife ce aa 


children, - - : 
“for support of Mrs. A. M. ee nee chil- 
dren, . . - . . ; 


Amount carried forward, 


THE 


$167 50 
26 50 
147 00 


10 95 


$351 95 
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Amount brought forward, 


Paid for support ot Mrs. eugene Haren and 


6e 


children, - - - - 

for support of Mrs. N. S, Bovly ate 
children, - - - - - 
for support of Mrs. H. Bean ane MERON 
“ “Mrs. Nehemiah White and 
children, : - - - - 
for support of Mrs. bean Bates. and 


child,«' ,> ; - ; : ¥ 
_for support of Mrs. Anne McGrath and 
child, - - > : i ‘ 
for support of Mrs. Nancy Orcutt, - : 
a“ “6 “ Mrs. Henrietta Hathaway, - 
bs bc “ Mrs. John McGrath, - t 
“6 5 “ Miss Lucina Mitchell, - 


« a “ Miss Sybil P. Dunbar, - 
ff es ‘* Miss Rachel A. Phelps, - 
« “ “ Misses J. S. and M. P. 

Washburn, - “ : 5 . i 
for support of Mrs. Reuben Shaw, — - - 
66 sé “ Mrs. Melissa Mitchell, -  — - 
«“ bait wae gy Whitman and 


family,  - - - ° : - 
for support of Nahum Ramedell and farally, 
se eS 4 SOO et arris a 4 
a ¥ “ William W. Gardner and 
family, - . mtr eee E 
for support of Reuben Shaw, - : . 
e BS “ Samuel Carter, - ByRGOL 
- a “ Reuel Lincoln, - - : 
is i “ Oliver Sharp, — - Lys 2 
‘ “ / Leander Bell, - . : 
a 4 “ James B. Young, -~ - 


Amount carried forward, 


100 


27 
18 
36 


12 
127 
87 


10 
14 
25 
90 
AT 
20 

3 


95 
00 


T5 
50 


00 
00 


00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
00 
00 


rf) 
00 
83 


00 
10 
50 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
88 


$1,422 76 
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Amount brought forward, $1,422 76 
Paid for support of George W. Osborne, - - 4 95 
“ State Lunatic Hospital, Taunton, for sup- 
port of Mrs. Herman A. Washburn, from 
January Ist, 1868, to April 10th, 1868, - 50 50 
5 State Reform School, for board of Albert 
L. Soule, from July Ist, 1867, to January 
1st, 1869, - : : : - - - 39 00 
“ State Nautical School, for board of Pat- 
rick Bates, from October Ist, 1867, to 
October 23d, 1868, - : ; s 271 64 


$1,544 85 


Deduct amount paid by Abington, for 
aid to Mrs. M. C. Joyce, - - $147 00 
amount paid by Bridgewater, 
for aid to Mrs. Nancy Orcutt,- 20 00 
amount paid by Lakeville, for 


sé 


“6 


aid to Oliver Sharp, - - 47 00 

“ amount paid by Duxbury, for 
aid to William W. Gardner, — - 5 00 
amount due from Duxbury, for 
aid to William W. Gardner, Set attt 


—-— 224 00 


—_———$__ 


ne of supporting the Poor out of the House, $1,320 85 
a st “© tn Almshouse, . 627 26 


ee eee, 


$1948 11 
Appropriation, iad F ig: Win 4 wins 1,500 00 
Over appropriation, : - wis $448 11 


ELIAB LATHAM, the 
CHARLES H. GOSS, ) Poor 


Kast BRIDGEWATER February 28, 1869. 


JACOB BATES, ae 
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LIQUOR AGENT’S REPORT. 


Stock on hand, February 12, 1868, 


$649 74 


Amount received on sales, since February 12, 


TRO Sse. 
Agent’s salary, 


Cash paid for liquors, from February 
12, 1868, to May 23, 1868, 
Paid into Treasury, - - - 
Discount on liquors, by agreement 
with Selectmen, on settlement, 
Loss on liquors, . - 


$1, 


—— 


1,188 90 
a? 33 00 


$1,871 64 


082 88 
534 56 


106 02 
148 18 
$1,871 64 


We have this day examined the accounts of Thos. Rogers, 
Town Liquor Agent, and find the above a true statement of - 
his accounts, as adjusted by the Selectmen. 


ROBT. CURTIS, 
WILLIAM ALLEN, ¢ Auditors. 
WM. H. OSBORN, : 


East BRIDGEWATER, February 26, 1869. 
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AUDITORS’ REPORT. 


We, the undersigned, have examined the OCollector’s 
account of commitment of taxes, as committed by the 
Assessors. 


Total commitment, - : : - $21,542 08 

interest collected, - . - : 79 66 
ae $21,621 74 
Cr. | 

By discount on collections, — - ~ 298891 71 
“paid. Treasurer, ~- : - - 20,730 03 , 
. oo $21,621 74 


The Auditors consider it due the Collector to say, that his 
accounts exhibit a remarkable degree of exactness; and ‘that 
he deserves great credit for the prompt and efficient manner 
tn which he has performed his duties. 


WILLIAM ALLEN, 


ROBT. CURTIS, 
WM. H. OSBORNE: 


Auditors. 


Hast Bripgewater, February 26, 1869. 
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REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER. 


I. N. Nurrer, Zreasurer, in account with Town. 


Dr. 

Balance, as by previous Report, . - ; - $1,554 43 

Cash of E. S. Whitmarsh, Collector, on taxes of 
1868, . - . . - - 458 03 
i eager on Town Notes : ; - 5,600 43 
“of town of Nantucket, support of paupers, 21 00 
‘ ¢ Bridgewater, “ et 20 00 
ic : Lakeville, * “ 118 00 
Be Duxbury, 4 ie 5 00 
M sf Abington, 4 147 00 
“ of Warden of Almshouse, - . fe 498 54 
“ “ Thomas Rogers, Town cee Agent, - 101 56 
Neid aat § for liquors and casks, - 433 00 

“ ~ “ County Commissioners, one-half Tecune 
fee paid by T. Rogers, —- - - 50 00 

“ “Thomas Rogers, percentage on sales of 
Liquors, iia va) Sy riers he 34 73 

“ Charles A. Latham, in payment of note 
due School District No. 6, . - 20 39 
« J. Burrill, treasurer School District No. 1, 32 18 
hd, ALR ETO. ncn ‘5 ENO 14 46 

“ —“ town of West Bridgewater, for school 
7 purposes, at amity 6 iene oe 128 00 

“. “ State Treasurer, proportion of School 
Pande esis - é . : 190 54 
“ State Treasurer, corporation tax, - . 261 33 
faeh os eet n State aid, - : - 2,650 00 
“  “ K. S. Whitmarsh, collector, - - - 20,730 03 

“ “© Hingham Mut. F. Ins. Co., return prem. 
on school-house policies,-  - ~~ - 28 00 
“ for old lumber, sold from bridges, - ~ - 5 40 


$33,102 05 
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Cr. 
By Cash paid Town orders, - - $9,157 10 
oc RS eget “ notes for money 

borrowed, -  - - 6,721 98 

“  * -Tnterest on same, - “ 260 92 e 
“ ~-* Town Bonds, - . - 2,900 00 
“  Tnterest on same, _._- - 1,211 95 
“ $tate-aid orders, - - - 1,575 50 
44“ School orders, - - - 4,829 15 
m™ o4%~ County tax, . - - 1,471 73 
ee Late. (7 . - - 2,840 00 
$30,968 33 
(ash on hand, - - - oi 2133 12 


—— 


$33,102 05 


I. N. NUTTER, Treasurer. 


This is to certify, that we have examined the foregoing 
account, and find every item properly entered and vouched 
for. , 

The Auditors take pleasure in adding to this their Report, 
their testimonial to the faithful and systematic manner 
with which Mr. Nutter has discharged his duties as Town © 
Treasurer. . 

ROBT. CURTIS, 
WILLIAM ALLEN, {suitors 
WM. H. OSBORNE, 


Hast BripGewater, February 26, 1869. 
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REPORT OF TOWN-HALL COMMITTEE, 


Received for use of hall, - - “ - - $194 75 

Due &6 66 a4 be z arte ~ a se 20 00 

Total earnings, - . . . : . $214 75 

HXPENSES. 
Fuel, - : - : - - - $15 35 
Oiland chimneys,~ - . - . 18 51 
W. Johnson, stove-pipe, etc., andrepairs, 8 83 
Washing and cleaning hall, - . 10 75 
Brooms, coat-hooks, etc., - . . 5 98 
Carpet for ladies’ room, - - - 3 00 
L. Remick, care of hall, - “ . 80 30 
T. N. Nutter, services as committee, -. 10 06 
$152 70 
Balance net earnings, - 5 : 62 05 

| $214 75 
Balance net earnings, - ” - $62 05 
Paid on repairs, - - . . 53 84 


Onhand, - mice : $8 21 


1. N. NUTTER, Committee. 


lS siete 


REPAIRS AND ALTERATION OF TOWN HALL. 


Amount appropriated by Town, at Annual Meet- 
ing, 1868, - x ai - - . 
contributed by individuals, - . - 

“ from earnings of Hall, 1868, . 


Paid for doors, lumber, etc., . - $38 65 
“  J.G. Knapp, labor, etc., — - . 55 92 
(MM. A. Whitman, and others, labor, 18 23 
“ —W. Johnson, hardware, - - 10 24 


« H.A. Grow, painting and papering, 27 85 
“ I. N. Nutter, use of teamand services, 5 00 


$46 92 
55 13 
53 84 


$155 89 


$155 89 


I, N. NUTTER, Committee, 
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MARRIAGES, 


RecorpED IN East BrIDGEWATER, IN 1868. 


Date of Marriage. Name of Groom and Bride, and Residence of each. 
1868. 

January 1. Clinton W. Reed, of Abington, and Hittie Nash 
Gurney, of Hast Bridgewater. 

January 1: George H. Lee, of Bridgewater, and Renie 8. 
Sampson, of Hast Bridgewater. 

January 1. Hdwin W. Brown, and E. Lissette Ludden, both 
of Hast Bridgewater. 

January 2. Simeon Sharp, and Alice J. Pratt, both of Hast 
Bridgewater. 

January 21. Levi Merrill Noyes, and Morgianna Augusta 
Bates, both of Hast Bridgewater, 

January 30. Asaph Peterson, of East Bridgewater, and 
Susan L. Ford, of Hanson. 

February 9. Talib Lawrence Robinson, and Hannah M. 
Thomas, both of Hast Bridgewater. 

February 13. Joshua Hollis, of Kingston, and Lucretia L. 
Joyce of Hast Budewener 

March 23. Isaac J. Bourne, and Alice F. Elwell, both of 
Kast Bridgewater. 

April 2. Charles Holmes Millett, of Lewiston, Me., and 
Sarah Bartlett Reynolds, of Hast AP is le 

April 7. Martin Parris, and Ella Frances Winsor, both of 
East Bridgewater. 

‘April 8. William Francis Keith, of Hast Bridgewater, and 
Anna Worcester, of Bridgewater. 

May 2. George H. Blanchard, of Plymouth, and Jennette 
Holmes Shaw, of East Bridgewater. 

June 7. Marcus Henry Reynolds, of North Bridgewater, and 
Emma N. Walsh, of Hast Randolph. 
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Daté of Marriage. Name of Groom and Bride, and Residence of each. 

June 8. Benjamin Thomas Stewart, and Caroline Abbie 
Hudson, both of East Bridgewater. 

June 14. Michael Conley, of Stoughton, and Jane Foley, of 
Kast Bridgewater. : 

July 19. Horace William Newhall, and Emma Augusta Tag- 
gard, both of Hast Bridgewater. 

August 1. William M. Harden, of Bridgewater, and Lucy J. 
Osborne, of Hast Bridgewater, 

August 9. Francis Porter Sturtevant, of Hast Bridgewater, 
and Sophia B. Holmes, of Halifax. 

August 12, Charles Tannatt, of Springfield, and Mary Annis 
Ramsdell, of East Bridgewater. 

August 31. Frederick Demond Snyder, and Sarah Anna 
Woodell, both of Hast Bridgewater. 

September 10. Wiliam Wardlaw Scott, of Lake City, Minn., 
and Annie Elizabeth Bryant, of Hast Bridgewater. 

September 20. George Addison Washburn, and Alice Marion 
Whiting, both of Hast Bridgewater. 

September 25. George Oscar Gannett, of Abington, and 
Ellen Maria Southworth, of Hast Bridgewater. 

October 8. Henry Perkins Edson, and Martha Atkins Pierce, 
both of East Bridgewater. 

November 1. George Newell Ordway, of East Bridgewater, 
and Isabella Watson Huntington, of Newburyport. 
November 1. Cyrus Howard, of East Bridgewater, and 

Lydia Hall, of North Bridgewater. ; 
November 1. Ander A. Harding, and Ella J. Thomas, both of 
Abington. | 
November 26. John Newton Reed, and Annie Alden, both 
of Kast Bridgewater. 
November 29. Freeman Jones, and Louisa Weston, both of 
Bridgewater. 
December 6. Benjamin Watson Keith, and Helen Louisa 
Wing, both of Hast Bridgewater. 
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| Date of Marriage. Name of Groom and Bride, and Residence of each. 

December 6. Samuel P. Raymond, and Ella F. Willis, both of 
Kast Bridgewater. 

December 13. Sidney Packard, and Cynthia A. Brigham, | 
both of Hast Bridgewater. 

December 24. Charles J. Lakin, and Julia H. Nason both of 
East Bridgewater. 

December 31. George M. Tower, of North Bridgewater, 
and Othalia C. Soule, of East Bridgewater. 

Total number of marriages — 35. 
_ Number of marriage certificates issued — 32. 


J. A. ROGERS, Zown Clerk. 
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BIRTHS, 


REGISTERED IN East BRIDGEWATER, DURING THE YEAR 1868, 


INCLUDING FIVE NOT REPORTED LAST YEAR. 


DATE OF 
Be! FULL NAME. NAME OF PARENTS. 

1367. | 
March 95/| Bertrand Branch Byram. Lorenzo G. and Josephine E. 
May 17 | Lucy Franklin Bartlett, Ezekiel R. and Hannah C, 
July 28} Ethel May Scribner. John H. and Lucinda C. 
Sept. 9 | Wallace Elton Dickerman. Lucius F. and Josephine A. 
Sept. 30] Carlotta Estelle Fuller. Ezra T. and Mary Jane. 

1868. 

Jan. 13) Andrew O'Brien. Andrew and Mary. 

Jan. 24) Leila Tolman Gardner. Charles and Mary E. 
Feb. 13); Anna Curtis Howard. John and Anna B. 

Feb. 24] Amy Maria Hobart. Aaron and Agnes M. 
March 16 | George Lyman Smith. Jason and Eliza A. 
Mareh 24 | Michael Winn. Frank and Catharine. 
March 26) Loretta Aleen Simpson. Lewis L. and Maria D. 
March 31) Mary Eliza Lang. Edwin F. and Eliza Ann, 
April 1] Myra Louise Bickford. John E. and Almira S. 
April 10/ Daniel B. Delaney. Daniel B. and Margaret. 
April 11} James Edward Toohey. James and Ilannah, 
April 15 | Ira Franklin Porter. Cephas A. and Betsey J. 
April 19] William Bailey Allen. Henry and Angelina W. 
April 21 | Cecil Conant Hoyt. Damon and Emily P. 
April 24) Effa Louise Fish. Job and Eliza. 

April 25) Mary Strong Churchill. Caleb 8. and Mary E. 
May 28) Catharine Lyons. William and Mary. 
June 2| Frederick Walter Goss. Charles H. and Emily. 
June  6/ Anna Williams Ellis. Obed H. and Eliza S. 
June 14} Herbert Russell Cook. Joshua and Lorentha B. 
June 19! Son of Andrew and Lizzie S. Jackson, 
June 22| Anna Augusta Demond. Joseph and Mary. 

June . 27 Albert and Lucretia L. 


| Eva Adelaide Bates. 
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BIRTHS. — Continvuep. 


Se eee ee Sa 


aoe ies FULL NAME. NAME OF PARENTS. 
BIRTH. 

1868. Peet Mira unl SF 3 CRIT See o3 
July 4| Annie Wyman Harwood. Henry V. and Hattie A. 
July 7 | Charles Herbert Edson. Albert C. and Sarah EH. 
July 7 | Imogene Williams Beals. George G. and Harrict J. 
July 8 | Michael Francis Feeny. Michael, Jr., and Mary. 
July 10) Franklin Haggenmiller. Fernando and Emma. 

July 18/ Frank Herbert Whitman. Asa 'T’. and Albina. 

July 22} Mary Emmonds Keith. Zebina, Jr., and Susan M. 

Aug. 3/ Myron Bertrand Keith. Robert C. and Helen K. 

Aug. 24} Bertie Williams Rounds. William F. and Rebecca. 

Aug. 30] Samuel Chase Keene. Simeon W. and Mary A. W. 

Sept. 2/ Charles Edwards Bennett. Charles W. and Sarah. 

Sept. 3/ Daughter of William and Susanna Hodgson. 

Sept. 9 |Johnand Mary O’Brien (twins).) Thomas and Julia. 

Sept. 14} Harry Newton Churchill. Newton and Abby W. 

Sept. 14] Hannah Frances Fisher. Benjamin H. and Mary A. 

Sept. 17 | Alice Pratt Eustis. William’ H. and Sylvinia. 

Sept. 22) Edith Miriam Nute. Jotham and Tryphosa F. 

Sept. 23 | Emelia Rosenfeld. Gustavus and Jettie. 

Sept. 29) Addie Pettingale. Joseph and Julia M. 

Oct 5 | Catharine Barton. Thomas and Mary. 

Oct. 14) Nellie Russell Stran. Hugh and Annie. 

Oct 15 | Lillian Gertrude Eddy, Allen P. and Arrah Vesta. 

Oct. 27 | Susanna Copeland Bird. Edmond and Margaret M. 

Nov 7 | Nellie Watson Brown. Edwin W. and E. Lisette. 

Nov. 2+) Lucy Olive Pratt. Philander and Bethiah. 

Nov. 24] Harry Braman Keith. Henry M. and Caroline J. 

Nov.  24/ Susybell Winslow White. Talbot M. and Mary A. 

Nov. 26] George Vincent McLaughlin. | Martin P. and Elizabeth P. 

Nov. 30) Ruth Steteon. Thomas G. and Frances L. 

Dec 3| Frank Sidney Brett. Algernon S. and Margaret M. 

Dec 7 | Hattie Florence Gammons. Henry W. end Clarissa T. 

Dec. 18] George Standish Young. Robert and Emeline L. 

Dec. 20) Alba Lorisa Willis. Galen, 2d, and Celia A. 

Dec. 25 | Horace Edward Johnson. Willard and Mary T. 

Total number of births in 1868, - Bai hat 58 

Of foreign parentage, - _- . - - 12 
Colored, . " - - - - : 1 
Males, - - r : Af 2 - - 26 
Females, - - . 32 


Town Clerk. 


J. A ROGERS, 
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FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1869. 
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HIGH SCHOOL. 


Mr. Georce L. Faxon, -_— - - Principal. 
Miss FLorReNcE A. JENKINS, - - Assistant. 


Hitherto, owing to the frequent change of teachers, 
the absence of needed regulations, and the want of a 
course of study, this school has failed to accomplish its 
proper work, and parents have been compelled to in- 
cur the inconvenience and expense of sending their 
children to distant schools, to obtain that education in 
the higher branches which should have been afforded 
by this. 

This necessity no longer exists. A new order of 
things was initiated at the beginning of the year. The 
school was divided into two classes, all the members 
of each class pursuing, as nearly as possible, the same 
studies; and: the order of exercises was so arranged, 
that each class had but three recitations daily, besides 
reading, writing, and spelling. ‘Thus, ample time was 
given to each recitation, and rapid progress insured. 

The school was also furnished with a set of record- 
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books, in which a daily record has been kept, of the 
attendance, recitations, and deportment of each scholar. 
At the end of each month, this record is copied onto 
a report-card, which is sent to the parents for their 
examination and signature ; and in cases of absence, 
blanks are sent, to be filled out with the reasons for 
such absence, and returned to the teacher. 

The good effect of this system of records and reports 
has been clearly perceptible. Substituting the love of 
approbation for the fear of punishment, it has enabled 
the teachers to dispense with corporal punishment and 
penalties of every kind. ‘The principle of admitting 
no penalties for misconduct has been openly an- 
. nounced and successfully maintained during the past 
year. | | 

The ambition to make their standing, in every re- 
spect, as high as possible, has been general among the 
scholars. Perceiving that, to this end, constant at- 
tendance is of the first importance, they have rarely 
allowed anything but sickness to keep them from 
school. The record of attendance for the year ending 
at date of this Report (the Winter Term having yet two 
weeks to continue), shows the remarkably high average 
of ninety-five per cent. This is unprecedented in the 
history of our own schools, and is, we believe, equalled 
by few other schools in the State, outside the large 
cities. 7 7 

Up to the close of the seventh week of the present 
term (since which time, the attendance has been se- 
riously affected by sickness), there were thirty-nine 
scholars who had been neither absent nor tardy; and 


there had been two weeks, in which the attendance 
reached one hundred per cent. 

This speaks volumes for the high character of the . 
school, and is something of which the scholars may 
well be proud. At the beginning of the year, the 
school was organized, with a view to the adoption of 
a course of study; but this measure was necessarily 
delayed, until just before the opening of the Winter 
Term, when a course, prepared by the principal, was 
submitted to the Committee, and by them adopted. 
This course, a copy of which will be found on page 8, 
will, we trust, meet the wants of all students who may 
enter the school. 

The Classical course is designed to give boys such 
a knowledge of mathematics and the classics, as will 
fit them to enter any of our colleges; while the Eng- 
lish course offers to those: pursuing it, the opportunity 
of obtaining an education which will enable them to 
pursue with success the ordinary avocations of life. 

Scholars who honorably complete the course of 
study, will, at’ graduating, receive a diploma. 

In ‘connection with the course of study, a regulation 
was adopted, providing, that new classes should be 
admitted only at the commencement of the school year. 
This, however, does not prevent scholars, if qualified, 
from entering existing classes, at the commencement 
of any term. 

A regulation was also adopted, providing that no 
scholar shall be promoted from one class to another 
without passing a satisfactory examination by the Com- 
mittec. The first of these regulations secures the 


permanence of the class system, so essential to the 
highest success of the school. ‘ihe second insures 
suitable proficiency, upon the part of the pupils, in 
all the studies pursued. By these measures, the school 
has, in our opinion, been greatly benefited, and its 
rank materially raised. 

The high character which it has sustained during 
the past year is cause for congratulation, and testifies 
to the devotedness and efficiency of its teachers, to 
whose well-conceived methods of covernment, ‘and 
thorough and systematic instruction, is to be mainly 
attributed its present gratifying condition. 

In stating what has been, done for the school, we 
must not omit to mention the addition to the school- 
room furniture of a fine parlor organ and a handsome 
black-walnut bookcase. A part of the money required 
for the purchase of these was contributed by the ladies 
of the town, from the proceeds of a strawberry festival 
held in the summer. A large sum was also raised 
by: the scholars, partly by subscription, and partly by 
giving public exhibitions. 

In conclusion, we desire to urge upon our fellow- 
citizens, the importance of giving to this school a liberal 
support. The education of its children is the highest 
interest of the town. ftanding, as the High School 
does, at the head of all, its influence, in elevating or 
lowering the grade of the others is very great. To 
allow it to decline, would be to do gross injustice to 
the scholars, who are striving for a higher education, 
_ and would strike a damaging blow to the prosperity of 
our whole school system. 


NAMES OF SCHOLARS NOT ABSENT. 


Summer Term. 


*Clarence A. Chandler, 
*Granville C. Monroe, 
*Asa. Whitman, 
*Emma R. Nash, 


fall 
*Clarence A. Chandler, 
* Aaron H. Latham, 
*James W. Latham, 
*Granville C. Monroe, 
*Charles P. Strong, 
Herbert L. Waterman, 
*Asa Whitman,t 


*Martha F. Osborne, 
Hila B. Ramsdell, 
*Julia A. Whitman, 
Martha. Williams. 


Term. 


*Carrie Hobart, 
Ella R. Ramsdell, 
*Martha Williams, 
*Julia A. Whitman, 
*Harriet Alden,t 
*Kmma R. Nash.t+ 


Winter Term. 


Aaron H. Latham, 
James W. Latham, 
*William D. Mitchell, 
*Forest 8. Reed, 

~ *John T. Rierdon, 
*Frank H. Sheffield, 
*Kugene B. Estes,+ 
*Herbert L. Waterman,t 
*Asa Whitman,{ 


*Rhoda Alden, 
*Hmma OC. B. Aldrich, 
*Carrie Hobart, 

Mary I. Hobart, 
*Lucinda P. Hudson, 
*Ktta K. Johnson, 
*Imogene Whitmarsh, 
*Harriet Alden.+ 


For the Year. 


*Lawrence H. Edson, 
George W. Severance, 
*Minot I’. Severance, 


*Charles A. Sheffield, 


* Not tardy. 


*Amelia L. Keith, 
*George B. Hobart,} 
*Edward KE, Wright. 


_ t Absent one half day, on account of sickness. 
F ¢ Absent one day, on account of sickness. 


COURSE OF STUDY FOR THE HIGH SCHOOL. 
ENGLISH COURSE. 


First: Year. 

Arithmetic, Geography, English Grammar, History of the 
United States. , 

| Second Year. 

Arithmetic (completed), Algebra, General History, Book- 
keeping, Latin or French, Natural Philosophy. 

Third Year. 

Algebra (completed), Natural Philosophy (completed), 
Geometry, Physiology, Ancient and Modern History, Rhetoric, 
Latin or French. 

lective. 
Natural History, Botany, Physical Geography. 
Fourth Year. 

Review of Mathematics, Rhetoric, Chemistry, Constitution 
of the United States, English Literature, Latin or French, 
Geology. | 

| Elective. 
| Astronomy, Book-keeping by Double Entry, Trigonometry 
and Practical Surveying. 
CLASSICAL COURSE. 
First Year. 


Latin Grammar and Reader (Harkness’s Series). 
went Second Year. 
Caesar, Greek (Harkness’s First Book), Latin Prose Com- 
position. 
Third Year. ; 
Virgil, Xenophon’s Anabasis, or an equivalent; Latin and 
treek Prose Composition. 
Fourth Year. | 
_ Virgil (completed), Cicero (six orations), Iliad (three 
books), or an equivalent; Latin and Greek Prose Composi- 
tion, Ancient Geography and History, General Review. 


NORTH PRIMARY. 


At the beginning of the year, Miss Mary W. Phillips, 
of this town, was employed as teacher; but finding the 
sovernment of the school more difficult than she had 
anticipated, she gave up her position after two weeks’ 
trial. Her successor was Miss Medora S. Cadien, of 
Wellesley, under whose skilful management, a few days 
sufficed to work a most gratifying change in the condi- 
tion of the school. 

This change, effected without the employment of 
unusual or severe measures of discipline, was apparent 
in the greater regularity and punctuality of attendance, 
the more orderly behavior of the pupils, and the in- 
creased interest manifested by them in the PrOpananoy 
and recitation of their lessons. M 

Miss Cadien strove, in many ways, to make the exer- 
cises of the school pleasant to all the children under 
her charge, varying the ordinary routine by the intro- 
duction of general exercises in singing, gymnastics, 
etc.; giving object- lessons, and occasionally reading 
from some entertaining book. Her metheds of instruc- 
tion were excellent. 

In penmanship. she taught, first, the elements and 
principles ; then, the combinations, illustrating them 
upon the blackboard, and calling attention to the form 
and proportions of each letter. 

In geography, she read to the class each lesson, Oke 
signed, explaining the manner in which it was to be 
earned, and adding to the knowledge given in the 
book information spite from other sources. 
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In all her teaching, she aimed rather to train the 
mind, than to “ exercise the memory.” Her efforts, so 
successful during the Summer Term, were continued, 
with still better results in the Fall, and made this a 
model primary school. 

Much to the regret of the Committee, Miss Cadien, 
without giving any reasons for her course, tendered 
her resignation in the fall vacation. 

After an unavoidable delay of a week in obtaining 
another teacher, Miss Ella J. Fullerton, of North 
Bridgewater, was placed in charge, and succeeded 
beyond the expectations of the Committee, in main- 
taining good order and promoting | the general welfare 
of the school. 

NAMES OF SCHOLARS NOT ABSENT. 


Summer Term. 


Walter Benson, Frank Wentworth, 
Frank Newhall, *Sarah Flynn, 
Arthur Waterman, “Sarah Ramsdell. 

| Fall Term. 

*Walter Benson, — *Freddie Woodward, 
*HWrank Newhall, *Julia Kelly, 

Arthur Waterman, *Alice Newhall, 
Burton Wentworth, Sarah Ramesdell, 
*Willie Woodward, *Cora Standish. 


*Archie Woodward, 
Winter Term. 


*Frank Gardner, *Ada Beane, 

Everett Hobart, *Sarah Flynn, 

Archie Woodward, *Addie Thurston. 
For the Year. 

*Augusta Reed, *Lillie Gardner. 


* Not tardy. 
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EAST PRIMARY. 


This school was taught, in the summer, by . Miss 
. Diana P. Beals, of Bridgewater. She labored faith- 
fully for the good of her pupils, but failed to bring 
them into proper subjection to her authority. Dissat- 
isfied with the result of her efforts, she resigned her 
position at the end of the term. 

During the Fall and Winter Terms, the school has’ 
been under the charge of Miss Carrie S. Gilbert, of 
Swampscott, a graduate of the Salem Normal School. 
Her kind and considerate manner won the affection and 
confidence of her pupils; and her endeavors to interest 
them in their studies have been well rewarded. 

In reading, a marked improvement has been made 
by all the classes. 

Especial mention should also be made of the class 
in geography, whose recitations evinced creditable 
acquirements in, and a lively enjoyment of, that study, 
which has been rendered ‘so attractive to young chil- 
dren by the admirable text-books of Prof. Guyot. ‘The 
crowded condition of the school was relieved, at the 
beginning of the Winter Term, by transferring ten 
scholars to the North Primary, where they could be 
better accommodated. 


NAMES OF SCHOLARS NOT ABSENT, 
Summer Term. 


*Bennie Alden, ' *Edgar Worcester, ° 
* John Norris, . 
* Not tardy. 
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Fall Term. 
*Walter Judkins, *Kdith Hale, 
*Charley Keith, *Susie Holmes, 
*John Norris, *Annie Keith, 
*HMugh Rollins, *Fannie Keith, 
*Alice Burrell, *Helen Mullen, 
*Cora Hllis, *Mary Roach. 


Mary Fuller, 
Winter Term. 


*Sammie Alden, *Susie Holmes, 

*Bennie Alden, *Kdith Hale, 

*Arthur Chaplin, Mary Roach. 
For the Year. 

*Katie Holmes, +Mary Roach. 

: : 


WEST PRIMARY. 


This, though the largest of the three primary schools 
in the central part of the town, and therefore, it would 
seem, the hardest and least desirable to teach, has 
nevertheless, suffered least of all from change of teach- 
ers. This, we believe, to be due in part to the greater 
attractiveness of the schoolroom, whose comfortable 
chairs and desks of modern style present a most pleas- 
ing contrast to those ugly and ill-contrived wooden 
boxes, which still serve as instruments of torture to the 
pupils of most of our schools. 

‘Taught throughout the year by Miss Nancy Chand- 
ler, of Duxbury, the school has made steady and satis- 
factory progress, presenting at every visit of the Com- 


* Not tardy. 
+ Absent one half day, for sickness. 
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mittee, the appearance of good order and diligent ap- 
plication to study. The firm yet mild rule of the 
teacher secured the ready and cheerful obedience of 
the pupils, and rendered the whole working of the 
school harmonious and effective. 


NAMES OF SCHOLARS NOT ABSENT. 


Summer. Term. 


*Mary J. Lewis, Lillan Smith, 
Arthur Freeman, Alphonso Wright, 
Charlie Sever, 3 

Fall Term. 
*Willie V. Osborne, *Lucy Field. 


. *Sumner Smith, 
Winter Trrm. 
*Lillan Smith, *Arthur Freeman, 


Not absent during the Year. 


Richmond N. Waterman, Dennis Morey. 
_ EASTVILLE. 
Miss Laura E. JERap, 2 ¢ “ Teacher. 


Miss Jerald entered upon her work with an energy 
and zeal that did not flag during the entire year. Her 
earnest efforts secured good sgt good lessons, and 
consequently a good school. 

We regret the occurrence of an unpleasant incident 
during the Winter Term, but the teacher was nobly sup- 


* Not tardy. 
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ported by a large majority of the parents, who through- 
out the year have manifested a laudable interest in the 
the school by their frequent visits,— the Register show- 
ing a roll of one hundred and twenty-four (124) names, 
or an average of four visitors per week. 


NOT ABSENT. 


Summer Term. 


Imogene Whitmarsh, Augusta Sturtevant. 
Celia Washburn, 


\ 


Fall Term. 

_ Lura Whitmarsh, Celia Washburn, 
Jennie Copeland, Dana Edson, 
Alice Hathaway, Willie Washburn, — 
Mamie Whitmarsh, Wilhe Osborn. 

Winter Term. 

Edith Hathaway, _ Elliot Copeland, 
Jennie Copeland, George Rhodes; 
Lucy Copeland, Willie Copeland. 


Alice Hathaway, 
Not absent during the Year. 
Clarence Packard, Eddie Churchelit 
Clarence Lyon, 4 
Absent only on. account of Sickness. 


Lura Whitmarsh, — Willie Washburn, 
Frank Whiting, Mamie Whitmarsls. 
Celia Washburn, 
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NORTHVILLE. 
Miss Ciara L. Gray, - . : . Teacher. 


Miss Gray commenced her labors here as a teacher 
for the first time. During the first week, the school was 
very disorderly, but the teacher worked patiently and 
determinedly, causing a speedy reformation. The ex-- 
ercises of the school were well conducted; the first 
classes in Arithmetic and Grammar doing honor alike 
to themselves and their teacher. | 


SCHOLARS NOT ABSENT. 
first Term. — 


Susan H. Hall, : Julia A. Hall. 
Second Term. 

Grace E. Chamberlain, Luther Chamberlain, 

Susan E. Hall, John T. Chamberlain. 


Julia A. Hall, 
Third Term. 


Grace EK. Chamberlain, Calvin Chamberlain, 
Evie M. Pratt, John T. Chamberlain. 
Luther Chamberlain, 
Susie H. Harding was not absent during the year. 
Carrie Rlanchard was not tardy during the year. 


WEST CROOK. 


Miss FANNIE REED, ~— - : - - Teacher. - 
Miss Reed's instruction was thorough and systematic, 


all the classes appearing well, the second class in 
Grammar deserving more than ordinary notice. Excel- 
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lent maps were drawn according to. Guyot’s method, 
giving the pupils a practical knowledge of Geography, 
which will be of much service to them in succeeding 
years. 
NOT ABSENT. 


Summer Term. 


Abbie F. Bates, Lizzie Noyes, 
Agnes C. Gurney, Charles E. Cole. 
Clara A. Luzarder, . 

fall Term. 
Abbie F. Bates, Henry C. Cole, 
Adelaide EK. EKdes, Walter L. Costello, 
Effie M. Edes, Edwin W. Edes. 


Clara A. Luzarder, 


' Winter Term. 


Effie M. Kdes, — Charles A. Cook, 
Josephine Gaffany, Walter L. Costello, 
Emeline C. Smith, — Asa C. Reed, 


Charles E. Cole, Clarence D. Reed. 
Henry C. Cole, ; 


Not absent during the Year. 


Sabina E. Costello, Kverett S. Bonney, 
Lizzie G. Edes, Thomas W. Costello, 
Fannie M. Gurney, Herman 8. Porter. 


Addie M. Thayer, 


Absent one day from Sickness. 
Wm. H. Bates, Chester R. Smith. 


Arthur H. Bonney, absent only from sickness. 
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BEAVER. 
Miss Saran G. HINKLEY, - -~— - Teacher. 


The chief characteristics of this school were, good’ 
order and thorough instruction. Good progress was 
made in all the studies, and the close of the year found 
the school in an excellent condition in every respect. 


SCHOLARS NOT ABSENT. 
First Term. 


Hattie W. Drake, Thomas R. Parris, 
Fannie I. Leach, Fannie W. Richards, 
Nora Mahoney, Benny Allen, 

Baalis Littlefield, Barty Doody. 


Charles Littlefield, 


Second Term. 


Nettie Emmerson, Jane M. Sharp, 
Laurette Curtis, John Herrick, 
Hattie A. French, Kiddie Kingman, 
Sarah D. Lyon, Kiddie Marsh, 
Lucy A. Lyon, Bradford Allen, 
Etta C. Lyon, Zenas Jenkins, 


Nora Mahoney, Samuel E. Keith. 
Haanah Welch, 


Third Term. 


Fannie I. Leach, Jane M. Sharp, 
John Doody, Geo. M. Barrell, 
Zenas Jenkins, Lewis Pearson. 


Not absent during the Fear. 


Agnes K. Littlefield, Willie Whitman. 
Emma Whitman, 
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CURTIS. 


This school has been well taught during the year 
by Miss Josephine P. Raymond. 

The parents take a just pride in its prosperity, and 
give the personal aid and sympathy essential to its 
success. . 

It has the disadvantage of being small in numbers, 
for a school may be too small as well as too large for 
the best results, and may lack the animation classes of 
good size will give. The children have long distances 
to come, and so are hindered by storms; and there 
have been several cases of sickness during the winter, 
but on the whole, the attendance has been fair, and the 
progress creditable. The singing of the pupils has al- 
ways been a pleasant and profitable feature of the 
school. 


NOT ABSENT OR TARDY. 


Summer. 
Frank Young, Walter Brown, 
Adna Howland, Willie Jackson. 
Summer and. Fall. 
Mercy Vosmus, Frank Howland. 
Fall. 
Ida Vosmus, Hannah Vosmus. 


Carrie Vosmus, 
For the whole Year. 
Alice Howland, Joseph Howland. 


% 
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INTERMEDIATE. | 


Miss E. L. Merriam has. continued in charge of this 
school during the year. The favorable report of her 
success last season can be fully repeated for this year. 
The progress of the schcel has been commendable, its 
spirit is prempt and pleasant, and the only drawback 
has been the irregular attendance of a few pupils hin- 
dering and confusing the classes. Plainly, parents who 
permit such want of punctuality, both harm their own 
children and wreng those of their neigbors. 


NOT ABSENT. 


Summer. 
*Mary Kingman, *Hlorence Harris. 
*Hmma Gardner, 7 

| Fall. 
*Ina Burrell, *Susie Severance, 
*Laura Dickerman, *Klma Smith, 
*Kmma Gardner, *Florence Whitman, 
“Bethia Keith, *Bessie Thurston, 
“Lillie Mitchell, *Mary Kingman. 
Winter. 
*Saba Alden, *Lawrence Mullen, 
*Florence Harris, | *Frank M. Carter, 
*Bethia Keith, “Michael Reirdon, 
Henry Chapin, *Eliza Keith, 
*Preston Edson, *Florence Whitman. 
*Eddie Keith, 
Whole Year. 

*Nellie Benson, *Hattie Estes, 
*Lizzie Jones, *Florence Trow. 


* Not tardy. 
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JOPPA PRIMARY. 


This school is a model one. Miss Mary C. Pratt 
rules it with gentle firmness, teaches it with combined 
tact and experience, and maintains a quiet but ani- 
mated, a very happy and very busy, band of pupils. 
With the love of the children, and the confidence of 
their parents, she realizes in the schoolroom what we 
seldom see, except in theory. We trust she may long 
continue to conduct the school which she makes a daily 
blessing to many homes of the Joppa neighborhood. 


Not absent, Summer, 4; Fall, 10; Winter, 5. 
Not tardy, Summer, 27; Fall, 25; Winter, 24. 


SATUCKET. 


This school during the Summer was very successful 
under Miss Mary EH. Ryder, of West Bridgewater. 
When she left it, on account of her marriage, it was 
carefully taught, though with less satisfactory results, 
during the Fall, by Miss L. T. Thompson, of Waltham. 
The Winter Term has been very profitable, under the 
care of Miss H. M. Starr, of Newton Lower Falls. 

There has been a steady gain in the attendance. 

The difference in the scholars’ ages makes the goy- 
ernment and instruction of the school difficult, so that 
last year, “‘ the insubordination of a few of the larger 
boys seriously affected the order.” This year, Miss 
Starr has succeeded exceedingly well in preserving 
proper discipline, and in interesting and teaching both 
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the older and younger pupils. She deserves great credit 
for her energy and faithfulness. : 


Not absent or tardy, Summer, Willie Bottomore; Summer 
and Fall, Addie M. Keith; Winter, Elbridge Washburn; for 
the year, Anne W. Harding. 


JOPPA GRAMMAR. 
Miss H. E. Brown, of Randolph, taught this school. 


during the Summer Term of ten weeks and the Fall Term 
of nine weeks, with patience and fidelity: and creditable 
success in some particulars. It is, however, better 
fitted to a male teacher; and the three winter months 
taught by Mr. C. H. Dunbar, of West Bridgewater, 
showed great advancement, making it in every way sat- 
isfactory to its friends. Mr. Dunbar is a good disci- 
plinarian, a clear and vigorous instructor; and his 
classes in Reading, Arithmetic, and Grammar excel. 
The Writing might be improved. The order of the 
schoolroom soon became good, the children began to 
take interest in their lessons and to form habits of 
study, till the only regret felt by the large number of 
friends at the closing examination was that another 
month could not be added to the term. During the 
year, the attendance has been sadly irregular. Miss 
Brown’s task was made needlessly hard and ineffective, 
and Mr. Dunbar’s success was lessened by this cause. 

Parents who justly consider their own time to be 
money, may possibly allow their children to waste the 
hours of schooling, which are more precious than gold, 
and which, once lost, can never be regained, 
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The schoolroom is in great need of furniture; and 
the grounds must be fenced, that legal possession of 
the lot may be held. | 


Not absent, Summer, Herbert Pratt; Fall, Lucie Harlow, 
Edith Paine, Belle Kingman, *Abbie Pratt, Herbert Pratt ; 
Winter, Abbie Pratt, Albert Sampson, *Frank Keith. 

Two boys were tardy (18) eighteen times each in the sum- 
mer; another, (20) twenty; another, (16) sixteen; another, 
(14) fourteen, in the nine weeks of the Fall. In the Winter, 
one boy was tardy (10) ten times; two, (9) nine times; one, 
(8) eight times; and one, (7) seven times. One boy was regu- 
larly present for four weeks of the Winter Term, one day in 
each week,and two days in each of three other weeks, and 
irregularly present in the other five weeks. . 


*¥ Not tardy. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE. 


At date of last year’s Report, there was in the hands of 
the Committee, the sum of $497.90, with which to meet the 
estimated expenses for the remainder of the school-year. 

From this sum, the following bills were paid : — 


Austin Sanford, teaching, - - : . - $260 00 
Florence A. Jenkins, teaching, - - - : 78 00 
Mary H. Russell, i : - - . 88 00 
Sammie Alden, care of house, - . - . SLs 
Mreorpe Hudson, (ee) + « - : . - 3 25 
Brent. Aller es ee - - . . 3 00 
George W. Severance, care of house, - - . Pits 
Samuel W. Poole, repairs,- - . . “ 1 96 
Hermon Leonard, “ Bat og : : . 1 10 
Bartholomew Trow, repairs, - - -— - 25 
W. Johnson, latches, etc., - : - . . fi: 
Cyrus Monroe, schooling in Halifax, - : - 4 00 
District No. 8, North Bridgewater, schooling, - 12 00 

$463 17 


The remainder, $34.13, is accounted for in the following 
Report: — 


FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 1868-69 


Balance from last year, in hands of Committee, - $34 13 

és ic 66 ‘“c 6c 66 6c Treasurer, a 943 67 
Appropriation by the town, Shh - - 4,000 00 
Received from State fund, - - - . - 190 54 
Town of West Bridgewater, . - . . 128 00 


Amount available for school purposes, - - $4,596 34 
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From this sum, the following bills have been paid :— 


TEACHING. 
George L. Faxon, - ° - - $750 00 
Florence A. Jenkins, - - - 240 00 
Ksther L. Merriam, - - - - 248 00 
Nancy Chandler, - . - 205 00 
Mary W. Phillips, - : - . 13 20 
MetorasUadien,..5 fF See Ss 6195 185 
Ella J. Fullerton, - . . , 63 00 
Diana P. Beals, . . . - 60 00 
S. C. Gilbert, - - - : : 147 00 
Sarah G. Hinckley, - : - -- 236 00 
Fannie Reed, - - - . - 217 00 
Clara L. Grey, - : . : . 217 00 
Laura E. Jerald, - Mie heey : 217 00 
Josephine P. Raymond, - _- - 217 00 
Mary KE. Ryder, - . - : 96 00 
L. F. Thompson, -_— - . . : 76 00 
Helen M. Starr, - . - - 76 00 
Hattie E. Brown, - - . - 152 00 
C. H. Dunbar, - - . . - 150 00 
ONE Eeubs oy - . - - 217 00 
Whole amount for teaching, - $3,723 60 
FUEL. 
Khab Latham, wood, : . . $29 00 
Galen Latham, “ - . - «we BS ON 
Jacob Bates, oi. . - - 26 25 
N. Wade, pS pe - - . 36 00 
H. Gurney, ae ° - : 46 00 
John Wade, 6 ei pire . T 50 


Amount carried forward, $160 75 4 
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| Amount brought forward, — $160 75 
Moses M. Sweetser, wood, - - 21 00 
Charles A. Latham, ,“ - '”- . 49 50 
John Hobart, coal, - waa . 66 87 
S. G. Alden, charcoal, - . “pon 1 50 


Whole amount for fuel, 


\ PREPARING FUEL. 


Henry Harden, . . “ave $7 36 
Dee ETAL, yy - - - - 6 00 
Stetson Chandler, - - . . 6 OJ 
John H. Chadwick, - - : - 9 00 
Enoch Freeman, : - - - 66 50 


Whole amount for preparing fuel, 


CARE OF HOUSES. 
George W. Severance, - - - $31 00 


Elmer Smith, - - - PTY ay Bi 5 25 
Richmond Waterman, ~— - 2 a 3 75 
Bertie Wentworth, - : 7 2 95 
Ralph Parris, - . - : - 1 50 
George Barrell, | - - a + 1°50 
Barty Doody, - . : : ‘ 2 25 
Lester Porter, - . - : : 2°75 
Geo. E. Ludden, : ais was 3 2 25 
L. E. Jerald, - - : s ‘ 3 65 
Elliot Copeland, - “ 2 2 25 
_J. P. Raymond, = - ? ‘ 2 25 
Calvin Wade, - - : : : Pe i 
Frank Reed, - - : 2 : 1°75 
Wallace Jones, - - “ : J 2 50 
Sammie Alden, - ; : , 5 2 50 
James Stran, - : : : : 6 00 


Whole amount for care of houses, 


$299 62 


$94 86 


$75 77 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Whole amount available for school purposes, $4,596 34 
Paid for teaching, - - - - $3,723 00 
pace cMthOL, - : : : 299 62 
“preparing fuel, - - - 94 86 
“care of houses, - - - 15 TT 


Amt. expended for school purposes, $4,195 25 
Balance unexpended, - : - 401 09 


a ne ee ot 


$4596 34 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSHES. 
A. M. Lunt, printing, - . - . - : 
R. T. Brett, repairs, - . : : f i 
Charles O. Rogers, advertising, - . : . 
HK. W. Nutter, paid cleaning funnels, etc., - : 
Baalis Sanford, express, etc., — - - - - 
Harlow Harden, repairs, - . : : : 
Mrs. John Cook, cleaning, - - : : : 
F. A. Searle, printing, : : ; : d 
H. A. Grow, painting, etc., - - : : : 
Betsey French, cleaning, - : : : d 
Taggard & Thompson, maps,etc.,  - - : 
J. L. Fairbanks, record-book, - ~~ - Se Uk 6 50 


ioe &s 
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Joseph L. Ross, chairs, ete, —- - - 14 65 
I.N. & H. W. Nutter, pohodl nooks die - - 75 36 
F¥. Hayward, repairs, - - . : . . 1 72 
W. Johnson, stoves, etc., - - . . . 167 68 
Sweetser & Abbott, mats, - . : - . 15 50 
Mrs. E. Sharp, cleaning, - - . - : 3 00 
Sallie W. Thurston, cleaning, - - . - 2 50 


Amount carried forward, $465 11 
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Amount brought forward, $465 11 
Mrs. J. O. Underwood, cleaning, - : - 
Mrs. Ford, cleaning, - . = : é : 
John Cook, and others, gardening, - - - 
Mrs. Mary Russell, cleaning, _ - TA 5 Pies : 
Mrs. Evans, cleaning, - - : : 3 
Samuel R. Newhall, repairs, - . : - 
Charles H. Edson, map, © - - : : : 
J. M. Whiting, repairs, - : : 3 : 
Charles O. Rogers, advertising,- -~ - 
Mrs. P. Barrett, cleaning, - - : : i 
H. W. Nutter, expenses, - : : 2 ! 
Mrs. C. Short, cleaning, - : : - : 
Charles H. Bonney, repairs, - - 
R. T. Brett, repairs, - - - : : : 
Francis C. Williams, expenses, - « - : : 
Daniel Cummings & Co., brooms, . : : 
I. N. Nutter, work by man, . ; : 
Sherman Kstis, work, - : 4 : : 
CO. W. Siddell, iron-work, - : 7 : : 


nae 
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Sidney Packard, work, - 2 - - 10 35 
Charles Thompson, work, - . - : : 11 
J. Sturtevant & Son, work, - : : . 46 
J. Henry Potter, repairing clock, . : - 20 


jot 
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Herman Leonard, boards, - - ‘ : 4 
G. L. Faxon, expenses, - - : 

Alfred Griffin, carriages, — - : - . uf 
Moses M. Sweetser, plank, - : Bev He: ‘ 
Henry A. Dickerman, maps, - - : : 
Cutter & Parker, sashes, - - 4 : : 
S. G. Alden, boards, etc., - _- : : : 
Andrew Jackson, repairs, - : - a bs 
-Enoch Freeman, work, - : : 3 : 


ft 


Amount carried forward, $633 39 
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Amount brought forward, $633 39 
Mrs. McGuire, cleaning, — - . . - : . 60 
Levi Chubbuck, ventilator, : - - - 1 85 
Reuben Healey, repairs, - - - : - 2 00 
Thomas Bates, cleaning pipe, - . . . 50 - 
George B. Howland, carpentering,_ - - . 9 62 
E. Carver Co., boards, etc., - - . . 8 Ol 
Samuel Poole, repairs, - - - . ‘ 4 06 
J. Burrell, printing blanks, - - - - . 10 00 
Whole amount for incidentals, - : 4 : $670 03 
Deduct amount of appropriation, - - . 300 00 


Amount expended in excess of appropriation, $370 03 


We certify, that we have this day examined the accounts 
of the School Committee, and find all the items duly entered, 
and accompanied by proper vouchers. 


ROBERT CURTIS, 
WILLIAM ALLEN, uate 
WM. H. OSBORNE, 


East BripGewater, February 26, 1869, 
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REP OR 


The particulars herewith given show that the schools 
of the town are generally in good condition, and in 
some points improved from that of the last Report. As 
far as possible, they have been in charge of teachers 
engaged to remain during the entire year. _ 

Several subjects deserve the notice of the town: — 

First. Lhe harm which the irregularity of a few pupils 
will do to the character and progress of a whole school. Such 
scholars bring into all their classes a disorder the 
teacher cannot remedy. We need a preventive, and a 
strict limit over which the pupil absent (except on 
account of sickness) cannot return to confuse and hinder 
those children whose parents appreciate the duty of 
punctual attendance. Sometimes it arises from parental 
neglect and domestic disorder, letting the child be absent 
or tardy in sheer carelessness. Sometimes, the impres- 
sion exists that the school is not perfect, or that the 
teacher is not the best possible for the younger or older 
pupils, as the case may be; and so the unwise parent 
keeps his boy at home, or at work, or running errands, 
or lets him loose over the town ; thus teaching him bad 
habits, preventing him from getting the good he might 
from the instruction, tempting the other boys to truancy, 
and making what would have been an average school, 
positively poor, or worse than none. This is a chief evil 
in this town. 7 

Another subject, is the employing male teachers in our 
mixed schools during the Winter Term. 
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There are schools in town, for which female teachers 
are suitable in the Summer and Fall, but having in the 
Winter larger boys, backward in their studies, unused 
to school discipline, who need a man’s authority to 
restrain their bad example and compel them to work. 
But some of these schools are small, and they should be 
kept as many weeks as the others intown. Shall, then, 
a male teacher be employed, at a necessarily large 
expense, on account of two or three unruly boys ; or shall 
the female teacher labor at such disadvantage and with 
such small profit to the school ? 

Another subject deserving notice, is the condition of 
school property. 

When the district system was abolished, several of 
the school-houses were in very poor condition; and one, 
at least, would have been immediately remodelled, had 
not the town taken the charge of affairs. The buildings 
have rapidly fallen away since, and there have been no suf- 
ficient means to make even the repairs economy requires. 
During the last year, the property has cost more, and yet 
is In poorer condition than before. The delay is waste- 
ful. For strong, durable fences — indeed, in two cases, 
for any fence at all— there must be an outlay. For 
woodsheds, — that the wood may not be carried upstairs, 
where it never ought to go, and where it breaks the 
windows, cracks the plastering, sags the doors, and 
wrenches the whole frame. For seats and desks, — to 
take the place of what remains of the noisy, dilapidated 
boxes, such as no farmer in town would have in his tool- 
shed, no shoemaker in his shop, and no woman in her 
back-kitchen. Inside and out, the school property of 
the town needs considerable repairs. 


d1 


Fastville is an instance of this. There, the building 
is too small to comfortably hold the pupils; it is too old 
to be repaired ; its floor is actually unsafe. It has done 
good service for many years. ‘The erection of a new 
house is absolutely essential. 

And this brings us to the point of economy. On what 
principles. shall public education be conducted? We had 
better scrimp in anything else than in schools. ‘Here, 
‘there is that scattereth, and yet increaseth.”. Aggood 
_ school is the best investment. But the large debt and 
heavy taxes demand rigid economy. ‘The question is, 
What can we invest? There are two ode aise of carry- 
ing on our common schools, 

The one is like that which maintains a ‘‘model farm.” 
Its wealthy owner puts up the best buildings that can be 
planned; he arranges them with every modern conven- 
lence ; he imports the best breed of cattle; buys the 
latest patented implements of husbandry; he tries all 
the promising experiments, and tests the various ways 
for the culture of land and the raising of stock, regard- 
less of expense. He produces “a model farm”; which 
is a beautiful thing to look at, and a good thing to 
study. It is a benefit to the state. By its successes 
and by its failures, we all Jearn what to try and what to 
avoid. But it is expensive. Only two or three farmers 
in the Commonwealth can afford it, and they make in 
some other way the money it costs. 

Our cities and large towns where wealth has collected 
have their schools very much on this plan, — the capital- 
ists and large corporations furnishing these advantages 
to the voters. | 


32 


The other system is the one which most towns, and 
ours among the number, must hold to. It is like that 
on which private affairs are managed. It does not at- 
tempt all that is desirable, but what can be afforded ; it 
uses the most economical time and way of doing what 
is judged necessary, and it obtains what is convenient 
and comfortable by a careful expenditure of means. 
There is an outlay which is not essential, but which is, 
however, strictly judicious. It is like paint, both orna- . 
mental and preserving to the building. 

Your Committee recognize the duty of vigilant econ- 
omy. They are limited by your appropriation. Ex- 
cept by case of emergency, as of fire, they cannot over- 
run it. They have estimated what the most prudent 
expenditure for the coming year will require; present- 
ing you this fact,—that with more money, the past sea- 
son, your schools would have been more efficient; and 
that, to keep them where they now are, even to retain 
the present teachers for the next year, an increased ap- 
propriation must be made. 


33 


DESCRIPTION OF SCHOOL. 
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Number of Pupils] ,AvmE®, |, Poreontageof | | 5 | 2G | Length of Sobool. 3 23 g 
: gto ae err carer ce hie: 
Sum. | Fall. | Win./Sum. | Fall.| Win.}Sum.! Fall. | Win. eS 38 33 Sum. sires be 3 8 
43| 39| 44] 41| 37| 421 94] 95| 96] 95] .. | 29 | 12] 11! 13] 36 
61| 54) 59] 49| 48| 52] 80] 89) 87] 85|. eevee ere years 
53| 57| 38| 46} 45] 30] 85] 791 77] so] .. | 10 a0 te cat 
68| 61] 49} 52] 43| 38] 80| 77| 78/ 78] .. | .. | 112) 9% 93) 31 
50| 45] 51] 39} 38/42] 78] 84] 81] SL] .1 |] .. | 12) 10) 9] 31 
50| 47| 48] 40| 42] 39] so| 89| 81 s3] 2 ee By a2] st 
35| 35| 37| 28} 29| 28] 80| 86] 78/ si] ..| 9 | 10| 91 12 31 
41| 39| 42] 32] 32| 33] 78} 82} 79| so] 4 | 1 | 12] 10! 9] 31 
57| G1 | 58] 48| 52| 50] 84] 85| 86| s5| 3] .. | 12] 10! 9f 31 
85 |we34eh 29.) "30 oF | Ba [88ers 79 | 83} 821-2 1 11-121 10} Ot 31 
29| 37) 33] 23] 31| 2] 80) 84] 88/ B4| .. | 4 | 12] 94) 98 31 
4g 48| 35| 40| 43| 32] 83] 90/ 91/ s8| 2 | 3 | 12/ 10; 9] 33 
21 | 231 2 | 18-90) 1 [ose 87} 714 814-2 | 4) 121-10): 9} 31 
592 | 580 | 544 | 486 | 487 | 454 | *82 | *85 | *83 | *83] 16 | 51 


* Average. 
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